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Oral Argument Docket

Friday, August 1, 2025
9:00 A.M. Session

1. CHAD GRAVES V. SOUTHALL ADVENTURES, LLC

Docket No. 2024-50-5540
Attorneys:

Appellant/Appellee: Southall Adventures, LLC
Nicholas J. Peterson

Appellee/Appellant: Chad Graves
Adam C. Brock-Dagnan

Court of Workers’ Compensation Claims: Murfreesboro
Judge: Thomas L. Wyatt

2. BRITTNEY RUSSELL V. WERNER ENTERPRISES, INC.

Docket No. 2024-10-4034
Attorneys:

Appellant: Werner Enterprises, Inc.
John W. Barringer

Appellee: Brittney Russell
Adam C. Brock-Dagnan

Court of Workers’ Compensation Claims: Chattanooga
Judge: Thomas L. Wyatt




3. DAVID RAINEY V. US XPRESS, INC.

Docket No. 2024-10-3184
Attorneys:

Appellant: US Xpress, Inc.
C. Scott Johnson

Appellee: David Rainey
Ashley B. McGee

Court of Workers’ Compensation Claims: Chattanooga
Judge: Thomas L. Wyatt




Workers’ Compensation Appeals Board Judges

TimOthy W. COIlIlel‘ is the presiding judge of the Tennessee

Workers’ Compensation Appeals Board, where he has served since August 1, 2014. Prior
to that, Judge Conner practiced law for twenty-two years in the areas of workers’
compensation, wills and estates, and general liability defense. He is also an Adjunct
Professor at Lincoln Memorial University’s Duncan School of Law, where he teaches
Legal Writing and Workers” Compensation Law. He received his bachelor’s degree from
Boston University and his J.D. from Wake Forest University School of Law. He is a
member of the Knoxville and Tennessee Bar Associations, the Hamilton Burnett American
Inn of Court, and the National Association of Workers’ Compensation Judiciary.

Pele I. GOdkin was appointed to the Tennessee Workers’ Compensation

Appeals Board by Governor Bill Lee on January 14, 2020. Judge Godkin began her practice
in Tennessee with the Tennessee Bureau of Workers’ Compensation, formerly known as the
Division of Workers’ Compensation, shortly after the 2004 workers’ compensation
reform. Judge Godkin entered private practice in 2008 where she practiced law in the areas
of workers’ compensation and general liability defense. She received her bachelor’s degree
from Central Washington University and her law degree from Seattle University School of
Law. She is a member of the Nashville and Tennessee Bar Associations, The Belmont
University College of Law American Inn of Court, and the National Association of Workers’
Compensation Judiciary.

Mel‘edith Balthl‘Op WeaVel' was appointed to the Appeals

Board by Governor Bill Lee in June of 2022. Prior to that, she worked for 17 years in
the private sector, primarily in workers’ compensation, employment law, and general
liability defense. A Tennessee native, she went to Auburn University for her
undergraduate degree in communications. She returned to her native state to obtain her
law degree from University of Tennessee and remained in Knoxville following
graduation. While in private practice, she was on the Board for CASA of East Tennessee
and served in other civic community groups as well. She currently serves in various
capacities on the Boards for her children’s schools and is active in the Knoxville Bar
Association, as well as the East Tennessee Lawyers’ Association for Women. She is
also a member of the Tennessee Bar Association and the National Association of
Workers’ Compensation Judiciary.
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