Volunteer Tennessee
2026-27 Grant Information Session Q&A

Should agencies apply for formula or competitive funding?
· All new programs should apply as formula applicants.
· Only programs identified as competitive applicants by Volunteer Tennessee can apply for competitive funding. Competitive applicants have already received notification from Volunteer Tennessee.

Should agencies apply as a fixed or cost-reimbursement applicant?
· New applicants should apply as Cost Reimbursement. 
· Recompeting applicants may choose whether or to apply for fixed or cost reimbursement funding. 

Is the Notice of Intent required for continuation formula applicants? 
· The Notice of Intent is not required for continuation formula applicants, that is, applicants going into their second and third year of AmeriCorps funding. 

What are the primary differences in the 2026 NOFO? 
· AmeriCorps’ priority areas have changed
· Tennessee’s priority areas have changed
· The points attributed to the Notice Priority section have changed
· The selection criteria have changed 
· The evaluation plan summary form (for applicants that have previously received three or more years of competitive funding for the same project) is new
· The AmeriCorps Evidence Exchange is now located here

If our AmeriCorps program addresses multiple National and/or Tennessee funding priorities, do we have to choose between one or the other?
1. No, you do not have to choose between funding priorities. Programs may address multiple funding priorities.
1. However, to receive priority consideration, applicants must show the priority area is a significant part of the program focus and intended outcomes. That means, all priorities should be addressed in the narrative and in the performance measures. (One way to do this is to have a performance measure related to each funding priority you address.) 
1. You may also address funding priority while developing your performance measures, logic model, etc. 

How can new applicants develop a strong AmeriCorps program and application?
· Read the NOFO and additional documents in their entirety and continue to refer to them while writing the grant application.
· When writing your narrative:
· Demonstrate that the community problem identified is based in fact by making evidence-backed statements and cite your sources. 
· Use plain language. Do not use acronyms or jargon. 
· Utilize the AmeriCorps Evidence Exchange.
· The Evidence Exchange provides examples and strategies of successful programs. Use the Evidence Exchange for information gathering and application development. 
· If your program scales, replicates, or adapts an intervention from the evidence exchange, submit relevant documents from the evidence exchange as additional evidence documents for a chance to earn more points in the Evidence Teir section. 
· If utilizing the evidence exchange, include in your application narrative the ways that you used the AmeriCorps Evidence Exchange (focusing of Moderate or Strong evidence only) to inform your program design. Remember, you may also address notice priority while developing your performance measures, logic model, etc. 
· Ensure the logic model includes all required inputs, core activities, outputs, and outcomes. 
· If applicable, relate the logic model to the Notice Priority. 
· Ensure performance measures include an objective, at least one target output, at least one target outcome, and at least one proposed intervention. 
· Remember, all National Performance Measure outputs may also be paired with an applicant-determined outcome instead or may be used without an associated outcome.
· If applicable, relate the performance measures to the Notice Priority. 
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