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VA Pension Scenario 

A frazzled 55 year old woman (Mrs. Frizzell) visits after visiting the Regal 
Homestead Assisted Living Facility (RHALF) in your county. 

The Director there recommended she call the Veterans Service Office to 
ask about getting “Aid and Attendance” for her mom, who was married 
to a veteran.

What is your response?
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Answers to VSO’s questions

1. Veteran’s name and last 4?John Smith, 1967
2. When did the Veteran serve? 1964-1966

3. Is the Veteran alive? No, DOD: 5/18/2018
4. Was mom married to the Veteran when he died? Yes
5. What is Lisa’s relationship to the widow? Daughter/POA

6. Was the Veteran receiving VA benefits? No
7. What was the cause of death? Alzheimer’s Disease
8. What is mom’s net worth? $148,500

9. What is mom’s income? $3,000/mo

10. Has mom’s doctor told her that ALF is needed? Yes



Documents and Calculations
Documents

1. DD214 or discharge papers
2. Death Certificate (if applies) 
3. Marriage Certificate
4. Current and previous spouse 

information
a) Full Name
b) SSN
c) DOB
d) Location if birth and marriage

5. All Bank / CD statements (all accounts) 
6. SS award letter
7. Any outside pension letters
8. Statements: any 

a) Stocks / money markets
b) Retirement Accts (IRA, 401K)

c) Permanent / Whole life insurance

Vet: Smith, John File - xxxxx1967 Survivor:   Alma Mae Smith VS: 734866 2-Oct-23

Assets / NET WORTH: Veteran Spouse
Gross Monthly 

Income 
Veteran Spouse

VA-Deductible 

Monthly Expenses

Retirement / IRA-

FixedAnnuity
0 50000 Wages/Bonuses: 0 0 Medicare Part B $164.90

Retirement / Annuity 0 0 Social Security: 0 $2,949.00 Medicare Part D

Pension IRA-Annuity 0 0 IRA-RMD 0 $25.00
Farm Bureau Health 

insurance
$0.00

Annuity 0 0 IRA-RMD 0 $0.00 IHC - (Name) $0.00

Savings Bonds 0 50000 Unemployment income: 0 $0.00 ALF of Gallatin $3,800.00

Cash in Checking Account(s) 0 23500 Savings Bonds or Business: 0 $25.00

Cash in Svgs Account(s) 0 25000 Whole Life Ins Dividends: 0 $0.00 Dr. Copays $0.00

Whole Life Insurance 0 0 Interest Income: 0 $1.00 12-stone Rx Copays $0.00

Business/Farm/ Investment 

property
0 0 SS Death Benefit 0 0 Other medical $0.00

Total Assets: $0.00 $148,500.00 Total Income: $0.00 $3,000.00 Total Expenses: $3,964.90

Net worth: $148,500.00 Net Income: -$964.90
Max monthly 

Benefit:
$1,432.67 

$150,538
Net Monthly Benefit 

(Per VA)

Net Monthly 

Benefit (calc)
$1,432.67 

Pension Level:  Survivor (no dependents) A&A Notes:

Maximum Annual Pension 

Rate (MAPR)

Annual 

Amount
Monthly

Maximum Annual Pension 

Rate (MAPR)
Annual AmountMonthly

NO DEPENDENTS NO DEPENDENTS

Standard $16,037 $1,336.42 Standard $10,757 $896.42

Housebound $19,598 $1,633.17 Housebound $13,147 $1,095.58

Aid and Attendance $26,752 $2,229.33 Aid and Attendance $17,192 $1,432.67

ONE DEPENDENT
(SPOUSE OR 

CHILD)
ONE DEPENDENT

(Spouse or 

Child)

Standard $21,001 $1,750.08 Standard $14,078 $1,173.17

Housebound $24,562 $2,046.83 Housebound $16,462 $1,371.83

Aid and Attendance $31,714 $2,642.83 Aid and Attendance $20,509 $1,709.08

ASSETS AND INCOME WORKSHEET

VETERAN Survivor



Documents
Bank Statements: 
Asset & Income  21-0969 Sec V

SSA Statement: 
Income & Med Exp 534EZ Sec IX, X Whole Life Insurance Statement: 

Asset & Income  21-0969 Sec V



Important Considerations
Considerations

1. ALWAYS  → Is DIC an option (the greater benefit)
2. Assets > $25K or 4 incomes? → 21-0969
3. Previous marriages? → List the Name, Dates, Places
4. Pension level / amount? → 21-2680
5. Rehab/Nursing home or Medicaid? → 21-0779
6. Own land or business? → Current Appraisal 
7. Asset Transfers? → Affects net worth (M21-1 Article ID: 554400000177525)
8. Assisted Living or In-Home Care? → Requires worksheet, account statements
9. Bank accts with/without interest? → 21-0969 Sections 3, 5, 7, 8
10. Annuities, trusts, LTC policies? → 21-0969 Section X

AVOID VA DEVELOPMENT LETTERS!!



Tools to assist you in doing Pensions can be 

found on the TDVS website Learning and 

Development Division:
https://www.tn.gov/veteran/about-us/learning---development-division.html

What tools can you find??

Wartime Service dates
2023 Improved Pension and DIC rates

Quick Reference Guide for Income and Assets
Sumner County’s Pension Spreadsheet and Initial Pension Packet

2023 Veteran and Survivor’s Pension Worksheets
TDVS Fact Sheets

VA Fact Sheets
Videos of past Training on Pension and DIC

CHAMPVA, Federal Benefits, & Fiduciary Information

https://www.tn.gov/veteran/about-us/learning---development-division.html


Questions??

Suzanna Ellis, Training Officer

Tennessee Department of Veterans Services  Suzanna.Ellis@tn.gov

Jeff Oakey, Director of Veterans Services 615-451-6014

Sumner County, TN JOakey@SumnerCountyTN.gov
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