PRESUMPTIVE CONDITIONS
Updated: 01/08/2025

Additions made to locations and/or conditions for Radiation exposure, Agent Orange/Herbicide exposures, and
Gulf War/SW Asia cancers/illnesses.

Widow(or)s whose veteran’s death was caused by, contributed to, or hastened due to the following cancers
and conditions should contact their local, ACCREDITED (free) VSO Rep. They may be eligible for benefits
such as Dependent Indemnity Compensation (monthly compensation), CHAMPVA Insurance, and a
Burial Stipend.

I recommend you Never file a claim or application for VA benefits without the assistance of an
ACCREDITED VSO Representative. They are trained, tested, attend annual training, and have access to your
electronic file (including VA work notes) with your signed authorization. They are paid employees of your
County, State, or a VA recognized Veterans Organization and therefore cannot charge you for services. Contact
your County or State government or search VSO Rep at the link below:

https://www.va.gov/ogc/apps/accreditation/index.asp

In the event of financial hardship, potential terminal illness, age 85+ or homeless they can expedite your
claim by filing the proper evidence you provide them.

Presumptive illnesses — Time sensitive:

A. ALS —all veterans, diagnosed at any time Tuberculosis or Hansen’s (leprosy) — 3 years
MS — diagnosed within 7 years of Active Duty  HIV - with proof of in-service contact

B.Proof of in-service symptoms, diagnosed within 1 year of Active Duty or chronic symptoms,
with regard to rebuttable evidence as stated in section 3.307:

Anemia (primary) Arteriosclerosis Arthritis
Atrophy (progressive muscular) Brain hemorrhage Brain thrombosis
Bronchiectasis Calculi of the kidney/bladder/ gallbladder

Cardiovascular-renal disease, including hypertension. (This term applies to combination
involvement of the type of arteriosclerosis, nephritis, and organic heart disease, and since
hypertension is an early symptom long preceding the development of those diseases in their more
obvious forms, a disabling hypertension within the 1-year period will be given the same benefit
of service connection as any of the chronic diseases listed.)

Cirrhosis of the liver Coccidioidomycosis Diabetes mellitus.
Encephalitis lethargica residuals Endocarditis. (All forms of valvular heart disease.)
Endocrinopathies Epilepsies Hansen's disease
Hodgkin's disease Leukemia Lupus erythematosus, systemic
Myasthenia gravis Myelitis Myocarditis

Nephritis Other organic diseases of the nervous system


http://www.va.gov/ogc/apps/accreditation/index.asp

Osteitis deformans (Paget's) Osteomalacia Palsy, bulbar

Paralysis agitans Psychoses Purpura idiopathic, hemorrhagic
Raynaud's disease Sarcoidosis Scleroderma

Sclerosis, amyotrophic lateral Sclerosis, multiple Syringomyelia

Buerger's disease Tuberculosis, active.

Tumors, malignant, or of the brain or spinal cord or peripheral nerves.

Ulcers, peptic (gastric or duodenal) (A proper diagnosis of gastric or duodenal ulcer (peptic
ulcer) is to be considered established if it represents a medically sound interpretation of sufficient
clinical findings warranting such diagnosis and provides an adequate basis for a differential
diagnosis from other conditions with like symptomatology; in short, where the preponderance of
evidence indicates gastric or duodenal ulcer (peptic ulcer). Whenever possible, of course,
laboratory findings should be used in corroboration of the clinical data.

Tropical disease such as:

Amebiasis Blackwater fever Cholera Dracontiasis
Dysentery Filariasis Leishmaniasis - including kala-azar
Loiasis Malaria Onchocerciasis Oroya fever
Pinta Plague, Schistosomiasis ~ Yaws Yellow fever

Resultant disorders or diseases originating because of treatment administered in connection with
such diseases or as a preventative thereof.

Prisoners Of War (POWS5)

A. Any number of days as a POW:
Psychosis - Any of the anxiety states,

Dysthymic disorder (or depressive neurosis),

Post-traumatic osteoarthritis

Stroke and its complications

Atherosclerotic heart disease or hypertensive vascular disease (including hypertensive heart
disease) and their complications (including myocardial infarction, congestive heart failure,
arrhythmia)

Organic residuals of frostbite - if it is determined that the veteran was interned in climatic
conditions consistent with the occurrence of frostbite

On or after October 10, 2008, Osteoporosis, if the Secretary determines that the veteran has
posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD).

B. POW for 30 days or more:
Avitaminosis
Beriberi (including beriberi heart disease)
Chronic dysentery
Cirrhosis of the liver
Helminthiasis
Irritable bowel syndrome
Pellagra
Peptic ulcer disease
Peripheral neuropathy except where directly related to infectious causes




On or after September 28, 2009, Osteoporosis
Malnutrition (including optic atrophy associated with malnutrition)
Any other nutritional deficiency

RADIATION-exposed veterans: Involved in testing, near Hiroshima or Nagasaki, nuclear vessels/equipment

VA added these 3 new response efforts to the list of presumptive locations:

= Cleanup of Enewetak Atoll, from January 1, 1977, through December 31, 1980

= Cleanup of the Air Force B-52 bomber carrying nuclear weapons off the coast of Palomares,
Spain, from January 17, 1966, through March 31, 1967

= Response to the fire onboard an Air Force B-52 bomber carrying nuclear weapons near Thule Air
Force Base in Greenland from January 21, 1968, to September 25, 1968

If you took part in any of these efforts, we’ll automatically assume (or “presume”) that you had exposure to
radiation.

Bronchiolo-alveolar carcinoma,
Leukemia (other than CLL)
Lymphomas (except Hodgkin's disease)
Multiple myeloma

Cancer of the bile ducts, bone, brain, breast, colon, esophagus, gall bladder, lung, ovary,
pancreas, pharynx, salivary gland, small intestine, stomach, thyroid, urinary
tract,

Primary liver cancer (except if cirrhosis or hepatitis B is indicated),

Agent Orange & ALL Herbicides:
3 new Presumptive Conditions 2021
2 PACT Act Presumptive Conditions 2022

New Agent Orange presumptive locations added? (Note see dates!)

VA added these 5 new locations to the list of presumptive locations:

= Any U.S. or Royal Thai military base in Thailand from January 9, 1962, through June 30, 1976
= Laos from December 1, 1965, through September 30, 1969
= Cambodia at Mimot or Krek, Kampong Cham Province from April 16, 1969, through April 30, 1969

= Guam or American Samoa or in the territorial waters off of Guam or American Samoa from January 9, 1962,
through July 30, 1980

= Johnston Atoll or on a ship that called at Johnston Atoll from January 1, 1972, through September 30, 1977.
This was a storage site.



If you served on active duty in any of these locations, we’ll automatically assume (or “presume”) that you
had exposure to Agent Orange.

2019 - Veterans who served on open sea ships off the shore of Vietham during the Vietham War are
referred to as “Blue Water Navy Veterans.” This includes those within 12 nautical (13 land) miles of
Vietham. There are/were an estimated 90,000 such veterans.

Widow(or)s whose veteran’s death was caused by, contributed to, or hastened due to the following cancers
and conditions should contact their local, ACCREDITED (free) VSO Rep. They may be eligible for benefits
such as Dependent Indemnity Compensation (monthly compensation), CHAMPVA Insurance, and a
Burial Stipend.

If you have a pending claim for one or more of these conditions, you don’t need to do anything. VA will send
you a decision notice when we complete our review. If you are a Veteran who has been diagnosed with one of
these conditions, but has not filed a claim, please notify VA of your intent to file a claim and follow-up with
your local trained and Accredited (free) VSO Rep to ensure your claim is complete, with all ancillary benefits.

But if you are experiencing financial distress, have a potentially terminal health condition, age 85+ or
homeless you can seek assistance in filing for an Expedite of you claim thru your nearest Accredited
VSO Rep:

https://www.va.qov/ogc/apps/accreditation/index.asp

They can of course assist you in filing any or all claims for benefits!! 1 highly recommend this.

AL amyloidosis

All chronic B-cell leukemias (including, but not limited to, hairy-cell leukemia and
chronic lymphocytic leukemia)

BLADDER CANCER

Chloracne or other acneform disease consistent with chloracne
Early-onset peripheral neuropathy
High blood pressure (also called hypertension)

Hodgkin's disease

HYPOTHYROIDISM

Ischemic heart disease (including, but not limited to, acute, subacute, and old myocardial
infarction; atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease including coronary artery disease
(including coronary spasm) and coronary bypass surgery; and stable, unstable and
Prinzmetal's angina)

Monoclonal gammopathy of undetermined significance (MGUS)

Multiple myeloma

Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma

Parkinson's disease - PARKINSONISM / SYMPTOMS

Porphyria cutanea tarda

Prostate cancer

Respiratory cancers (cancer of the lung, bronchus, larynx, or trachea)
Soft-tissue sarcoma (other than osteosarcoma, chondrosarcoma, Kaposi's sarcoma, or


http://www.va.gov/ogc/apps/accreditation/index.asp

mesothelioma)

Type 2 diabetes (also known as Type Il diabetes mellitus or adult-onset diabetes)

NOTE 1: The term “soft-tissue sarcoma” includes the following:
Adult fibrosarcoma

Alveolar soft part sarcoma

Angiosarcoma (hemangiosarcoma and lymphangiosarcoma)
Clear cell sarcoma of tendons and aponeuroses

Congenital and infantile fibrosarcoma

Dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans

Ectomesenchymoma

Epithelioid leiomyosarcoma (malignant leiomyoblastoma)
Epithelioid sarcoma

Extraskeletal Ewing's sarcoma

Leiomyosarcoma

Liposarcoma

Malignant fibrous histiocytoma

Malignant ganglioneuroma

Malignant giant cell tumor of tendon sheath

Malignant glomus tumor

Malignant granular cell tumor

Malignant hemangiopericytoma

Malignant mesenchymoma

Malignant schwannoma, including malignant schwannoma with rhabdomyaoblastic
differentiation (malignant Triton tumor), glandular and epithelioid malignant
schwannomas

Proliferating (systemic) angioendotheliomatosis
Rhabdomyosarcoma

Synovial sarcoma (malignant synovioma)

NOTE 2: For purposes of this section, the term ischemic heart disease does not include
peripheral manifestations of arteriosclerosis such as peripheral vascular disease or stroke, or
any other condition that does not qualify within the generally accepted medical definition of
Ischemic heart disease.

Exposure to contaminants in the water supply at Camp Lejeune & Air Station Red River:

What was in the drinking water? Two on-base water wells that were shut down in 1985 had these
chemicals due to dry cleaning fluids: Trichloroethylene (TCE), Perchloroethylene (PCE), Benzene,
Vinyl chloride, Other compounds

i) If a veteran, or former reservist or member of the National Guard, was exposed to
contaminants in the water supply at United States Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune and Marine
Corps Air Station New River, North Carolina (NC), during the period beginning on August 1,
1953, and ending on December 31, 1987.

Kidney cancer Liver cancer Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma Adult
leukemia Multiple myeloma Parkinson's disease.
Bladder cancer Aplastic anemia and other myelodysplastic syndromes.



i) Are Veterans and their family members covered for health care? Yes. Veterans who
served at Camp Lejeune or MCAS New River for at least 30 cumulative days from August
1953 through December 1987—and their family members—can get health care benefits. We
may pay you back for your out-of-pocket health care costs that were related to any of these 15

conditions:
Bladder cancer Breast cancer
Female infertility Hepatic steatosis
Leukemia Lung cancer
Multiple myeloma Myelodysplastic syndromes

Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma Renal toxicity

Esophageal cancer
Kidney cancer
Miscarriage
Neurobehavioral effects
Scleroderma



GULF WAR & SOUTHWEST ASIA Theater of military operations:

Non presumptive conditions that can be considered for service related if:
« Started while you were on active duty or before December 31, 2016, and
o Caused you to be ill for at least 6 months, and
o Qualified you for a disability rating of 10% or more, and
« Not been caused by anything except service in the Southwest Asia theater and
e You must have been discharged under conditions other than dishonorable and
have a diagnosis of 1 or more of these conditions:

« Functional gastrointestinal disorders

e Chronic Fatigue Syndrome

o Fibromyalgia

« Other undiagnosed illnesses, including but not limited to cardiovascular
disease, muscle and joint pain, and headaches

Presumed disabilities: appeared within 1 year of separation and rating of 10% or more

« Brucellosis

o Campylobacter jejuni

o Coxiella Brunetti (Q fever)
« Nontyphoid Salmonella

« Shigella

e West Nile Virus

Eligibility for benefits for service in Afghanistan due to chronic illnesses or other condition must have:
« Started while you were on active duty or after September 19, 2001, and
Caused you to be ill for at least 6 months, and
Qualified you for a disability rating of 10% or more, and
Not been caused by anything except your service in Afghanistan, and
e You must have been discharged under conditions other than dishonorable and
have a diagnosis of 1 or more of these conditions:

e Brucellosis

« Campylobacter jejuni

o Coxiella Brunetti (Q fever)

o Malaria*

e Mycobacterium tuberculosis*

« Nontyphoid Salmonella

e Shigella

« Visceral leishmaniosis*

e West Nile Virus
*Indicates that there are exceptions to how we decide if these illnesses qualify you for
benefits and these conditions may be covered even after a year has passed due to latent or
delayed symptomology.



GULF WAR & SOUTHWEST ASIA Theater of military operations:

For eligibility dates and locations please read: https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-
benefits/

Gulf War Veterans: Veterans who served in Somalia or the Southwest Asia theater of operations (which includes
Irag, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, the neutral zone between Iraq and Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab
Emirates, Oman, the Gulf of Aden, the Gulf of Oman, the Persian Gulf, the Arabian Sea, the Red Sea, and the
airspace above these locations) during the Persian Gulf War on or after Aug. 2, 1990.

Post-9/11 Veterans: Veterans who served in Afghanistan, Iraq, Djibouti, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Yemen,
or Uzbekistan and the airspace above these locations during the Gulf War on or after Sept. 11, 2001. This includes
Veterans who served at the Karshi-Khanabad (K2) base in Uzbekistan after Sept. 11, 2001.

Now that the proposal became final, dependents, survivors, and Veterans who had claims previously denied for
any of the below conditions are encouraged to file a supplemental claim for benefits with an Accredited (free)
VSO Rep:

These cancers are now presumptive: (Highlighted ones are the newest)
* Acute Leukemias
* Brain cancer
= Cancer of the paraurethral gland
=  Chronic Leukemias
= Gastrointestinal cancer of any type
» Glioblastoma
= Head cancer of any type
= Kidney cancer
= Lymphatic cancer of any type
= Lymphoma of any type
= Male breast cancer
* Melanoma
=  Multiple Myelomas
= Myelodysplastic Syndromes
*  Myelofibrosis
* Neck cancer
* Pancreatic cancer
= Reproductive cancer of any type

= Respiratory (breathing-related) cancer of any
type


http://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-

= Squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) of the larynx;
= SCC of the tracheg;

= Adenocarcinoma of the trachea;

= Salivary gland-type tumors of the trachea;

»=  Adenosquamous carcinoma of the lung;

= Large cell carcinoma of the lung;

= Salivary gland-type tumors of the lung;

= Sarcomatoid carcinoma of the lung and,;

= Typical and atypical carcinoid of the lung.

= Urethral cancer
= Urinary Bladder
= Ureter, and related genitourinary cancers



These illnesses are now presumptive:

= Asthma that was diagnosed after service

= Chronic bronchitis

= Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD)
= Chronic rhinitis

= Chronicsinusitis

= Constrictive bronchiolitis or obliterative bronchiolitis
=  Emphysema

*= Granulomatous disease

» Interstitial lung disease (ILD)

= Pleuritis

= Pulmonary fibrosis

= Sarcoidosis

If you have a pending claim for one or more of these conditions, you don’t need to do anything. We’ll send you
a decision notice when we complete our review. If you are a Veteran who has been diagnosed with one of
these conditions, but have not filed a claim, please notify VA of your intent to file a claim and follow-up with
your local trained and Accredited (free) VSO Rep to ensure your claim is complete, with all ancillary benefits.

But if you are experiencing financial distress, have a potentially terminal health condition are age 85+
or homeless you can seek assistance in filing for an Expedite of you claim thru your nearest
Accredited VSO Rep:

https://www.va.gov/ogc/apps/accreditation/index.asp

They can of course assist you in filing any or all claims for benefits!! I highly recommend this.

The Department of Veterans Affairs is studying other cancers and conditions for inclusion to the list
of presumed service-connected disabilities in relation to military environmental exposure to particulate

matter. Much of the initial data will come from veterans’ participation in VA Healthcare.


http://www.va.gov/ogc/apps/accreditation/index.asp

