
Figure 8.6 Seasonal conservation actions for Tennessee landowners

Year Round Activities
Construct brush piles for wildlife habitat
Watch for invasive species, pests, and disease 
Maintain trails, roads, and fences
Monitor wildlife activity and habitat use
Keep field notes on management activities

Seasonal Conservation Actions for Tennessee Landowners
Practical actions you can take each season to care for your land and wildlife

Actions and schedule may vary by region and site objectives. 
Consult your local TDF, TWRA, NRCS, or UT/TSU Extension
office for site-specific guidance.

Spring
March - June

Fall
September -  December

Winter
December - March

Summer
June - September

Conduct early growing
season prescribed burns
Mow fields before green-up
to control woody growth;
be mindful of nesting
activity
Spot spray exotic invasive
plants
Plant warm-season grasses,
pollinator habitats, and
bare-root seedlings
Slowly draw down water
impoundments 
Monitor for emerging forest
pests

Conduct late growing
season prescribed burns
Timber Stand
Improvement (TSI;
selective removal of less
desirable trees)
Treat woody invasives
with herbicide 
Check water passage
structures; clear blockages
Plant cool-season food
plots or cover crops 
Monitor for erosion on
disturbed sites
Pond maintenance

Prepare firebreaks and
remove snags
Spray fescue and other
cool-season grasses
Continue Timber Stand
Improvement
Plant cool season cover
crops to reduce erosion 
Protect young trees and
install nest boxes
Order tree seedlings for
late winter planting
Mitigate fuels around
structures ahead of fire
season

Conduct dormant season
prescribed burns
Continue TSI until sap flow
begins
Disk fields and fell browse
species to encourage
stump sprouts
Plant trees, shrubs, and
wildflower mixes
Clean and install nest boxes
Prune woody trees and
shrubs
Remove old fencing
Check water passage
structures; clear blockages

Early detection and maintenance
saves time and money! 


