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      The Mission of the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency is to preserve,
conserve, manage, protect, and enhance the fish and wildlife of the state and
their habitats for the use, benefit, and enjoyment of the citizens of Tennessee
and its visitors. The Agency will foster the safe use of the state's waters through
a program of law enforcement, education, and access.  

WHO WE ARE

0 3

     TWRA has come a long way since it was established in 1949 as the Game
and Fish Commission. Today, TWRA is unique among state agencies. Unlike
most departments, which are supported by tax revenues, the TWRA is funded
largely through the monies generated by licenses and permits purchased by
hunters, anglers, and other outdoor enthusiasts. Yet the Agency plays a major,
though often unseen role in the life of every Tennessean.
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" T O  L E A D  T H E  T W R A  I N
M A N A G I N G  A N D  P R O T E C T I N G

T E N N E S S E E ’ S  F I S H  A N D
W I L D L I F E  I N  A N  E V O L V I N G

L A N D S C A P E ,  I  W I L L  P A R T N E R
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A G E N C Y ’ S  S T R A T E G I C  P L A N
T O  M E E T  T H E  C H A L L E N G E S

O F  T O D A Y  A N D  P R E P A R E
F O R  T H E  F U T U R E  W I T H  A N

E Y E  O N  T H E  P A S T . "  
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T W R A ’ s  g o v e r n i n g
b o d y  i s  t h e  1 3 -

m e m b e r  T e n n e s s e e
F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e

C o m m i s s i o n .
M e m b e r s  r e c e i v e  f o u r

o r  s i x - y e a r
a p p o i n t m e n t s  f r o m

t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  L t .
G o v e r n o r ,  a n d
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e

H o u s e .  T h e  G o v e r n o r ,
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f
A g r i c u l t u r e ,  a n d  

 C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f
E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d
C o n s e r v a t i o n  a l s o
s e r v e  a s  e x - o f f i c i o

m e m b e r s .  

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a r e
n o n - s a l a r i e d  p u b l i c
s e r v a n t s  w h o  s p e n d

c o u n t l e s s  h o u r s
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  w i t h

c o n s t i t u e n t s  a n d
e n g a g i n g  o n  o u t d o o r

a n d  w i l d l i f e  p u b l i c
i s s u e s .

K E N T  W O O D S  
 2 0 1 7 - 2 0 2 3   
D I S T R I C T  2  

B R I A N  M C L E R R A N  
 2 0 1 7 - 2 0 2 3   
D I S T R I C T  3  

C H R I S  D E V A N E Y  
 2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 7   
D I S T R I C T  4  

A N G I E  B O X  
( C H A I R )  

 2 0 1 7 - 2 0 2 3   
D I S T R I C T  8  

T O M M Y  W O O D S  
( V I C E  C H A I R )  

 2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 5   
D I S T R I C T  1  

J I M M Y  G R A N B E R Y  
( S E C R E T A R Y )  

 2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 5   
D I S T R I C T  5  

S T A N  B U T T  S R .   
 2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 7   
D I S T R I C T  6  

M O N T E  B E L E W  
 2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 7   
D I S T R I C T  7  

D R .  H A N K  W R I G H T  
 2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 5   
D I S T R I C T  9

S T E V E  J O N E S  
 2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 3   

S T A T E W I D E  

B I L L  C O X  
 2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 5   

S T A T E W I D E  

W A L L Y  C H I L D R E S S  
 2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 5   

S T A T E W I D E  

C H I P  S A L T S M A N  
 2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3   

S T A T E W I D E  

TENNESSEE FISH AND
WILDLIFE COMMISSION 
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WILDLIFE & FORESTRY
     A m o n g  o u r  s t a t e ' s  g r e a t e s t  s u c c e s s  s t o r i e s  i s  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f
s p e c i e s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  t h r e a t e n e d  o r  e v e n  e l i m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  l o s s  o f
h a b i t a t ,  o v e r h u n t i n g ,  o r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i s s u e s .  W i t h  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f
k e y  g a m e  s p e c i e s  s u c h  a s  w h i t e - t a i l e d  d e e r ,  b l a c k  b e a r ,  e l k ,  a n d
w a t e r f o w l  n o w  s t a b l e ,  T W R A  c a n  f o c u s  o n  m u c h  n e e d e d  h a b i t a t
r e s t o r a t i o n  a n d  e n h a n c e m e n t .  

     R e s e a r c h  i s  a t  t h e  c o r e  o f  w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  T W R A
b i o l o g i s t s  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  s t u d y i n g  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  m o n i t o r i n g
d i s e a s e ,  w o r k i n g  t o  c o n t r o l  n o n - n a t i v e  s p e c i e s ,  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i n g
w i t h  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  h e l p
T e n n e s s e e ' s  w i l d l i f e  f l o u r i s h .  W i t h  h a b i t a t  l o s s  o c c u r r i n g  a t  a n
a l a r m i n g  r a t e ,  t h i s  w o r k  i s  c r i t i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  o u r  s t a t e ' s  f u t u r e .

White-tailed Deer: Cannon Smith



    
C h r o n i c  W a s t i n g  D i s e a s e  R e s p o n s e  

a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n
    C h r o n i c  W a s t i n g  D i s e a s e  ( C W D )  w a s
d i s c o v e r e d  i n  W e s t  T e n n e s s e e  i n  2 0 1 8  a n d
p r e s e n t s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d  g r o w i n g  t h r e a t  t o
w h i t e - t a i l e d  d e e r .  T W R A  w i l l  s o o n  f i n a l i z e  a n
u p d a t e d  r e s p o n s e  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  t h a t
i n c l u d e s  5  o v e r a r c h i n g  g o a l s :  

P R E V E N T  T H E  I N T R O D U C T I O N  O R  S P R E A D  O F  C W D  T O  N E W  A R E A S .  

M O R E  R E S E A R C H  T O  O P T I M I Z E  A L L  O F  T W R A ’ S  C W D  P R O G R A M S .

S U R V E I L L A N C E  A N D  M O N I T O R I N G  T O  I M P R O V E  E A R L Y  D E T E C T I O N  O F  T H E         
D I S E A S E  A N D  B E T T E R  T R A C K  T H E  N U M B E R  A N D  L O C A T I O N  O F  C A S E S .

O U T R E A C H  A N D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  T O  E N S U R E  T H E  P U B L I C  A N D  O U R
H U N T E R S  H A V E  T H E  I N F O R M A T I O N  T H E Y  N E E D  A B O U T  C W D .  

A C T I V A T E  M A N A G E M E N T  A N D  R E S P O N S E S  T O  M I N I M I Z E  T H E  I M P A C T S  O F
C W D  W H E R E  T H E  D I S E A S E  H A S  B E E N  D E T E C T E D  A N D  P R O A C T I V E L Y  R E S P O N D
T O  A N Y  N E W  C A S E S .  
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W h i t e - t a i l e d  D e e r     
     D u r i n g  t h e  2 0 2 1 - 2 2  s e a s o n ,  1 5 4 , 7 0 6  a d u l t
h u n t e r s  a n d  3 1 , 1 8 7  y o u t h  h u n t e r s  h a r v e s t e d
1 7 0 , 5 7 2  d e e r .  O u r  s t a t e ' s  d e e r  h e r d  i s  s t a b l e  a t
a n  e s t i m a t e d  1 . 6  m i l l i o n ,  b u t  i t  h a s n ' t  a l w a y s
b e e n  t h a t  w a y .  T h a n k s  t o  T W R A  c o n s e r v a t i o n
e f f o r t s ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  j u s t
1 , 0 0 0  d e e r  i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 s .  

A N N U A L  D E E R  H A R V E S T

C W D  I N C E N T I V E  P R O G R A M S :

E A R N - A - B U C K
U n i t  C W D  h u n t e r s  c a n  e a r n  a d d i t i o n a l  b u c k s  b y
h a r v e s t i n g  a n t l e r l e s s  d e e r  a n d  s u b m i t t i n g  t h e m

f o r  C W D  t e s t i n g .   

R E P L A C E M E N T  B U C K  P R O G R A M
H u n t e r s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  r e p l a c e m e n t  b u c k  i f  t h e y

h a r v e s t  a n  a n t l e r e d  d e e r  w i t h  a n  o f f i c i a l  t e s t
r e s u l t  o f  p o s i t i v e .

L A N D O W N E R  M A N A G E M E N T  P R O G R A M S :

L A N D O W N E R  P E R M I T S
P e r m i t s  a r e  i s s u e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  l a n d o w n e r s  t o

r e m o v e  d e e r  o n  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  o u t s i d e  o f  d e e r
s e a s o n  i n  F a y e t t e  a n d  H a r d e m a n  c o u n t i e s  O R

o n  p r o p e r t i e s  t h a t  a r e  w i t h i n  a  3 - m i l e  r a d i u s  o f
a  T W R A - c o n f i r m e d  C W D - p o s i t i v e  l o c a t i o n .  

T A R G E T E D  R E M O V A L
T W R A  i s  c o n t a c t i n g  l a n d o w n e r s  i n  C h e s t e r ,

C r o c k e t t ,  G i b s o n ,  H a r d e m a n ,  H a y w o o d ,  H e n r y ,
L a u d e r d a l e ,  M a d i s o n ,  a n d  W e a k l e y  c o u n t i e s  t o
r e c r u i t  t h e m  t o  v o l u n t e e r  t o  f i g h t  C W D .  T W R A

i s  p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  U S D A  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e s  t o
r e m o v e  d e e r  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  a f t e r  h u n t i n g

s e a s o n s  t h r o u g h  M a r c h  3 1 s t .
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W I L D  T U R K E Y  S P R I N G  H A R V E S TW i l d  T u r k e y      
     T h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  s a w  w i l d
t u r k e y  p o p u l a t i o n s  a t  t h e i r  l o w e s t  i n  T e n n e s s e e ,
w i t h  t o t a l  f l o c k s  n u m b e r i n g  o n l y  i n  t h e
h u n d r e d s .  T o d a y ,  w e  e s t i m a t e  a  t o t a l  o f  2 5 0 , 0 0 0
b i r d s  a c r o s s  a l l  9 5  c o u n t i e s .  H o w e v e r ,  t u r k e y
p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  s l o w i n g  i n
d i f f e r e n t  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  T W R A  i s  c u r r e n t l y
i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  t u r k e y  r e p r o d u c t i o n  p r o j e c t
w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e  K n o x v i l l e  a n d  a
g o b b l e r  b a n d i n g  s t u d y  t o  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d
p o p u l a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  a l s o  r e a c h i n g  o u t  t o
h u n t e r s  a n d  l a n d o w n e r s  f o r  t h e i r  p e r s p e c t i v e s
o n  t u r k e y s .  I n  2 0 2 2 ,  h u n t e r s  r e p o r t e d  2 9 , 9 4 0
t u r k e y s  h a r v e s t e d ,  a  1 0 %  r e d u c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  5 -
y e a r  a v e r a g e .  

B E A R  C O N F L I C T  R E P O R T S

B E A R  H A R V E S TB l a c k  B e a r s
     W i l d l i f e  m a n a g e r s  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  f u t u r e  o f
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  d e p e n d s  o n  p o s i t i v e  h u m a n -
w i l d l i f e  i n t e r a c t i o n s .  T W R A  i s  c l o s e l y  m o n i t o r i n g
t h e  r i s e  i n  n u i s a n c e  b e a r  c a l l s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e
b e s t  s t r a t e g y  t o  k e e p  w i l d l i f e  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c
s a f e .  R e s p o n s i b l e  h a r v e s t  o f  b l a c k  b e a r s  i s  o n e
t o o l  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  b e a r s  a n d  e n s u r e
a v a i l a b l e  h a b i t a t  s u p p o r t s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  
     A n o t h e r  t o o l  i s  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  T W R A
s u p p o r t s  t h e  n a t i o n a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  B e a r w i s e
p r o g r a m  t o  h e l p  e d u c a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  a b o u t  t h e
b e s t  w a y s  t o  s t a y  s a f e  a r o u n d  b e a r s  a n d  p r e v e n t
d a m a g e  t o  h o m e s  a n d  p r o p e r t i e s .  L e a r n  m o r e  a t
b e a r w i s e . o r g .  

W a t e r f o w l     
     T e n n e s s e e  o f f e r s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d
d u c k  h u n t i n g  o p t i o n s .  I n  2 0 2 2 ,  T W R A  o f f e r e d
4 5 3  T i e r  1  b l i n d  l o c a t i o n s .  A n o t h e r  4 2  T i e r  2
A g e n c y  b u i l t  b l i n d s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  o r
4  d a y  p e r i o d s .  T h e  T W R A  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o
p r o v i d i n g  a s  m u c h  a c c e s s  a s  p o s s i b l e .  O f f e r i n g
s h o r t e r  h u n t s  a l l o w s  m o r e  i n d i v i d u a l  w a t e r f o w l
h u n t e r s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h u n t  e a c h  s e a s o n .
     D u r i n g  t h e  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2  d u c k  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n ,
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 9 2 , 0 0 0  d u c k s  w e r e  h a r v e s t e d ,
b r i n g i n g  t h e  5 - y e a r  a v e r a g e  h a r v e s t  t o  1 9 2 , 8 1 9
d u c k s .  

D U C K  H A R V E S T
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B O T T O M L A N D  
R E S T O R A T I O N

 1 0 , 0 0 0  A C R E S

C H E A T H A M  
W M A

1 8 , 0 0 0  A C R E S
C A T O O S A  

W M A
2 8 , 0 0 0  A C R E S

N .  C U M B E R L A N D  
W M A  

2 7 , 0 0 0  A C R E S
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      H a b i t a t  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  r e s t o r a t i o n  w o r k  i s n ' t  a l w a y s  p r e t t y  a t  f i r s t ,  b u t  i t  i s
e s s e n t i a l  f o r  h e a l t h y  e c o s y s t e m s  a n d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a t - r i s k  s p e c i e s .  T h e  T W R A
m a n a g e s  m o r e  t h a n  1 . 6  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  f o r  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  a n d  t h e i r  h a b i t a t .
W o r k  f o c u s e s  o n  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  f i s h ,  w i l d l i f e ,  a n d  p l a n t
r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  T e n n e s s e a n s  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  c o m e .  W i l d l i f e
M a n a g e m e n t  A r e a s  ( W M A s )  a l s o  s u p p o r t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  h u n t i n g ,
f i s h i n g ,  b i r d  w a t c h i n g ,  a n d  h i k i n g .

     T W R A  p a r t n e r s  w i t h  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  D i v i s i o n  o f
F o r e s t r y  ( T D F )  a n d  t h e  R u f f e d  G r o u s e  S o c i e t y  t o  i m p r o v e  1 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  f o r e s t
h e a l t h  a n d  h a b i t a t  f o r  a t - r i s k  w i l d l i f e  t h r o u g h  d y n a m i c  f o r e s t  r e s t o r a t i o n  a n d
m a n a g e m e n t  a c r o s s  t h e  C u m b e r l a n d  P l a t e a u .  V i s i t o r s  t o  L o n e  M o u n t a i n  S t a t e
F o r e s t  a n d  C a t o o s a  W i l d l i f e  M a n a g e m e n t  A r e a  w i l l  r e a p  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  e n h a n c e d
w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g  a n d  i n t e r p r e t i v e  s i g n a g e  f o r  r u f f e d  g r o u s e ,  g o l d e n - w i n g e d
w a r b l e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  w o o d l a n d  a n d  s a v a n n a - d e p e n d e n t  s p e c i e s .
     D u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h i s  m u l t i - y e a r  i n i t i a t i v e ,  T D F ’ s  P r e s c r i b e d  F i r e  S t r i k e
T e a m  w i l l  i m p l e m e n t  p r e s c r i b e d  b u r n i n g  o n  s o m e  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  f o r e s t  a n d
f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  o n  W M A s  t h r o u g h  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t s .  F o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  w i l l
a l s o  b e  c o n d u c t e d  t o  d i v e r s i f y  f o r e s t  s t r u c t u r e  t h r o u g h  t h i n n i n g  a n d  r e g e n e r a t i o n
t r e a t m e n t s .  A d d i t i o n a l  a c r e a g e  w i l l  b e  i m p r o v e d  t h r o u g h  a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e
c o n t r o l l i n g  n o n - n a t i v e  i n v a s i v e  s p e c i e s .

PROTECTING CRITICAL HABITAT

     L o o k i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e ,  T W R A  f o c u s e s  o n  b o t t o m l a n d  h a r d w o o d  r e s t o r a t i o n
a n d  f o r e s t  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  W e s t  T e n n e s s e e ,  w h e r e  r o u g h l y  1 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f
b o t t o m l a n d  h a b i t a t  h a s  b e e n  r e s t o r e d .  I n  M i d d l e  a n d  W e s t  T e n n e s s e e ,  T W R A  h a s  3
m a i n  W M A s  f o r  i n t e n s i v e  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  a c t i v i t y .  C h e a t h a m  W M A  h a s  1 8 , 0 0 0
a c r e s  i n  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  c o m p a r t m e n t s  o u t  o f  n e a r l y  2 1 , 0 0 0  t o t a l  a c r e s .  C a t o o s a
m a n a g e s  2 8 , 0 0 0  o u t  o f  8 2 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  i n  m a n a g e m e n t  c o m p a r t m e n t s ,  a n d  N o r t h
C u m b e r l a n d  h a s  2 7 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  b e i n g  m a n a g e d  o u t  o f  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o t a l  a c r e s  a c r o s s  5
c o u n t i e s .  A l l  t h e s e  m a n a g e d  a c r e s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  f o r e s t  h e a l t h  a n d
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  o f  o u r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  

PARTNERSHIP SPOTLIGHT:

EARLY SUCCESSIONAL HABITAT 
     E a r l y  s u c c e s s i o n a l  h a b i t a t  i s  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  t e r m  f o r
y o u n g  f o r e s t  o r  t h e  s h r u b b y  b r u s h  t h a t  g r o w s  i n  a n d
a l o n g  t h e  e d g e s  o f  o p e n  f i e l d s .  I t  m a y  s e e m
i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l ,  b u t  i t ' s  a c t u a l l y  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  f o r
w i l d l i f e ,  i n c l u d i n g  s o n g b i r d s ,  n e s t i n g  t u r k e y s ,  f a w n s ,
a n d  g a m e  b i r d s  l i k e  t h e  b o b w h i t e  q u a i l  a n d  r u f f e d
g r o u s e .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  b i s o n  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e s e  h a b i t a t s  a s
t h e i r  h o o v e s  t h i n n e d  s a p l i n g s .  T o d a y ,  l a n d  m a n a g e r s
m u s t  p r e s e r v e  e a r l y  s u c c e s s i o n a l  h a b i t a t s  w i t h
p r e s c r i b e d  b u r n s  a n d  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t s .  

F O R E S T  M A N A G E M E N T
P R A C T I C E S  I N C L U D E S :

- P R E S C R I B E D  B U R N S
- T I M B E R  H A R V E S T
- S U R V E Y  W O R K
- I N V A S I V E  S P E C I E S  C O N T R O L



THE RESTORATION OF A SPECIES

     The elk that once roamed in Tennessee are extinct, but a closely related
subspecies was released in 2000. The initial elk released came from Elk Island
National Park (EINP) in Alberta, Canada. The EINP elk herd is closely monitored
for potential health problems and is considered one of the best sources of wild
disease-free elk. Another source for elk was the Elk and Bison Enclosure at Land
Between the Lakes. Today, Tennessee is home to around 450 elk who range
across 670,000 acres of habitat in Scott, Morgan, Campbell, Anderson, and
Claiborne counties. 

A  H I S T O R Y  O F  E L K  I N  T E N N E S S E E

Elk: Tom Wood



Wildlife and Tourism 
     The Hatfield Knob Elk Viewing Tower at the Sundquist Unit of
the North Cumberland WMA opened in 2005. Since then,
thousands of wildlife enthusiasts have been able to consistently
view the first wild elk herd to roam Tennessee since the 1860s. In
2022, TWRA celebrated the reconstruction of the tower by
naming it after longtime volunteers Jane and Terry Lewis. The
tower is also outfitted with a live web camera, which allows
people all over the world to view our beautiful elk herd. 
     From mid-August through October, bull elk can be heard
bugling at twilight. The sound is made to advertise their fitness
to cow elk and to show off to other bulls. Elk are most active
before sunrise and after sunset but will bugle throughout the
night as well. 
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$10.25M 
Estimated economic impact of elk viewing and hunting

in Tennessee (Source: University of Tennessee)

Elk Hunting Opportunities
     By 2009, the Tennessee elk population was large enough to
allow limited hunting. Over time, the Agency has expanded
hunting opportunities and now offers 15 elk tags annually for an
archery hunt and a gun hunt. Each year, TWRA dedicates one tag
for a youth hunting opportunity, and one tag for the Tennessee
Conservation Raffle hosted by the Tennessee Wildlife Resource
Foundation.  
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FISHERIES 
     T e n n e s s e e  i s  h o m e  t o  3 2  l a r g e  r e s e r v o i r s ,  3  m a j o r  r i v e r  s y s t e m s ,
t h o u s a n d s  o f  m i l e s  o f  t r i b u t a r y  r i v e r s  a n d  s t r e a m s ,  a n d  d o z e n s  o f  s m a l l e r
f a m i l y  f i s h i n g  l a k e s  m a n a g e d  b y  T W R A .  A s  a  s t a t e  w i t h  a  d i v e r s i t y  o f
h a b i t a t s ,  s t r e t c h i n g  f r o m  t h e  c o l d  m o u n t a i n  s t r e a m s  i n  t h e  e a s t ,  a l l  t h e
w a y  t o  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r ,  w i t h  d o z e n s  o f  l a k e s  a n d  r e s e r v o i r s  i n
b e t w e e n ,  T e n n e s s e e  h a s  b e c o m e  k n o w n  f o r  t r o p h y  b a s s ,  t r o u t ,  c a t f i s h ,
m u s k e l l u n g e ,  s t r i p e d  b a s s ,  a n d  m o r e .
     A g e n c y  f i s h e r i e s  s t a f f  m a n a g e  s o m e  f i s h e r i e s  b y  s t o c k i n g  f r o m  1 1
h a t c h e r i e s .  N e a r l y  9  m i l l i o n  f i s h  a r e  s t o c k e d  e a c h  y e a r  -  f r o m  f r y  t o
f i n g e r l i n g s ,  b r o o d  f i s h  a n d  t r o p h i e s  -  i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  o f  g a m e
a n d  n o n - g a m e  f i s h .  T h i s  e f f o r t  i s  l e d  b y  T W R A  b i o l o g i s t s  w h o  m o n i t o r  f i s h
p o p u l a t i o n s ,  a n g l e r  s u c c e s s ,  a n d  h a b i t a t s  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  f i s h e r i e s .      
     A l t o g e t h e r ,  T W R A  m a n a g e s  m o r e  t h a n  6 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  r e s e r v o i r s  a n d
l a k e s  a n d  6 0 , 0 0 0  r i v e r  m i l e s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  T e n n e s s e a n  r e s i d e n t s  a n d
v i s i t o r s .  
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High Abundance ,  Cons is tent  Reproduct ion

High  Abundance ,  Incons is tent  Reproduct ion

Moderate  Abundance ,  Unl ike ly  Reproduct ion

Dam

Iso lated  Carp  S ight ing  or  Report

Low Abundance ,  Unl ike ly  Reproduct ion

S i l v e r  C a r p
     T W R A  w o r k s  w i t h  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  p a r t n e r s
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r  B a s i n  t o
m a n a g e  i n v a s i v e  c a r p ,  i n c l u d i n g  e n g a g i n g  w i t h
p a r t n e r s  t o  p r i o r i t i z e  l o c a t i o n s  f o r  d e t e r r e n t
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o n  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  a n d
C u m b e r l a n d  r i v e r s ,  a n d  t o  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d
c a r p  m o v e m e n t  p a t t e r n s .  C u r r e n t  e x p e r i m e n t a l
d e t e r r e n t  t e c h n o l o g y  u t i l i z e s  l i g h t s ,  s o u n d ,  a n d
a i r  t o  s l o w  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  i n v a s i v e  c a r p
u p s t r e a m .  T W R A  b i o l o g i s t s  c o l l e c t  a n d  t a g  a d u l t
c a r p  t o  s t u d y  t h e i r  m o v e m e n t  p a t t e r n s .  O v e r      

INVASIVE SPECIES
A l a b a m a  B a s s

     A s  m a n y  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  a r e  r e a l i z i n g ,
t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  A l a b a m a  B a s s  o u t s i d e  i t s
n a t i v e  r a n g e  c a n  b e  d e v a s t a t i n g .  A l a b a m a  B a s s
h a v e  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  d e t e c t e d  i n  T e n n e s s e e  w a t e r s
a n d  c a n  i m p a c t  p o p u l a r  s p e c i e s  l i k e  L a r g e m o u t h
o r  S m a l l m o u t h  B a s s .  I n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w h e r e  t h e y
w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d ,  A l a b a m a  B a s s  p o p u l a t i o n s
d e v e l o p e d  q u i c k l y  a n d  f o r  a  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e
p r o d u c e d  s o m e  l a r g e  f i s h .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  r a p i d l y
c h a n g e d  a s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  a n d
b e c a m e  o v e r c r o w d e d ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  h i g h  n u m b e r s
o f  s m a l l  f i s h .   
 

T E N N E S S E E  C A R P  H A R V E S T  I N C E N T I V E  P R O G R A M

21 Million Pounds
I n  2 0 1 8 ,  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  C o m m i s s i o n  a p p r o v e d  a  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  b u d g e t

r e q u e s t  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  C a r p  H a r v e s t  I n c e n t i v e  P r o g r a m  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e
c o m m e r c i a l  h a r v e s t  o f  i n v a s i v e  c a r p .  T h a t  i n v e s t m e n t ,  p l u s  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l

d o l l a r s ,  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  i n  m o r e  t h a n  2 1  m i l l i o n  p o u n d s  o f  c a r p  b e i n g  r e m o v e d  a t
K e n t u c k y ,  B a r k l e y ,  C h e a t h a m ,  P i c k w i c k ,  a n d  O l d  H i c k o r y  l a k e s .

1 , 0 0 0  c a r p  a r e  t a g g e d  w i t h  s o n i c  t r a n s m i t t e r s ,  w h i c h  a r e  t r a c k e d  b y  p a s s i v e
r e c e i v e r s  t o  t e l l  u s  h o w  a n d  w h e n  t h e  c a r p  a r e  u s i n g  a r e a s  o f  t h e  r e s e r v o i r s .
T h i s  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  a l s o  b e  u s e d  t o  e v a l u a t e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  d e t e r r e n t  t e c h n o l o g y .
T W R A  a l s o  c o l l e c t s  l a r v a l  s t a g e  f i s h  a n n u a l l y  t o  m o n i t o r  f o r  c a r p  s p a w n i n g
s u c c e s s .  S i n c e  t h i s  t r a c k i n g  s t a r t e d  i n  2 0 1 6 ,  n o  e v i d e n c e  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  c a r p
s p a w n i n g  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  i n  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  o r  C u m b e r l a n d  R i v e r  s y s t e m s .

K N O W N  D I S T R I B U T I O N  O F  S I L V E R  C A R P



Photo: Tom Wood
Normandy Hatchery
Crews Stocking Lake



H A T C H E R I E S
S T O C K I N G  B Y  T H E

N U M B E R S

H U M B O L D T :  8 7 4 , 3 1 4
B a s s ,  B l u e g i l l ,  R e d e a r

S u n f i s h ,  C a t f i s h ,  C r a p p i e
a n d  W a l l e y e

S P R I N G F I E L D :  7 0 0 , 3 3 6
W a l l e y e ,  B a s s ,  B l u e g i l l ,

R e d e a r  S u n f i s h  a n d
B l a c k n o s e  C r a p p i e

N O R M A N D Y :  2 , 0 7 5 , 8 3 8
W a l l e y e ,  S t r i p e d  B a s s ,

M u s k y ,  S a u g e y e  a n d
W a l l e y e

F L I N T V I L L E :  1 0 4 , 0 0 1
C u t t h r o a t  a n d  R a i n b o w

T r o u t

T E L L I C O :  1 5 0 , 0 0 0
R a i n b o w  T r o u t

E A G L E  B E N D :  1 , 6 9 9 , 9 2 7
W a l l e y e ,  S a u g e y e ,  S t r i p e r ,

B a s s ,  B l u e g i l l ,  R e d e a r
S u n f i s h  a n d  C r a p p i e

M O R R I S T O W N :  6 1 7 , 6 0 0
B l a c k n o s e  C r a p p i e ,  S t r i p e d

B a s s ,  R e d e a r  S u n f i s h ,
S a u g e y e  a n d  W a l l e y e

B U F F A L O  S P R I N G S :  3 5 3 , 9 6 1
R a i n b o w  T r o u t

E R W I N :  6 9 , 7 2 2
R a i n b o w  T r o u t

H i w a s s e e :  2 2 0 , 0 0 0
L a r g e m o u t h  B a s s

T e n n e s s e e  T r o u t :
     T h e  T W R A  m a n a g e s  y e a r - r o u n d  t r o u t  f i s h e r i e s  t o
t a r g e t  t r o p h y  t r o u t  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f
n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s .  O v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  y e a r ,
T W R A  e x p e c t s  t o  s t o c k  c l o s e  t o  1 . 5  m i l l i o n  t r o u t .  
     N e x t  w i n t e r ,  T W R A  p l a n s  t o  r e l e a s e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
7 5 , 0 0 0  r a i n b o w  t r o u t  i n t o  T e n n e s s e e  w a t e r s .  T h i s  t r o u t
s t o c k i n g  p r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s  n u m e r o u s  c l o s e  t o  h o m e
t r o u t  f i s h i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a n g l e r s  d u r i n g  t h e
w i n t e r  m o n t h s ,  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  o r  f i r s t -
t i m e  a n g l e r s  t o  t r y  f i s h i n g .  
     T h e r e  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  4 0  l o c a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  y e a r ’ s
w i n t e r  t r o u t  s t o c k i n g  p r o g r a m .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s
a r e  i n  u r b a n  a r e a s  a n d  i n c l u d e  w a l k i n g  t r a i l s ,
p l a y g r o u n d s ,  a n d  p a v i l i o n s  m a k i n g  t h e m  t h e  p e r f e c t
p l a c e  t o  t a k e  t h e  f a m i l y .   

      “ T h e  w i n t e r  t r o u t  s t o c k i n g  p r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s  f a m i l y
f r i e n d l y  f i s h i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  a r e a s  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e
o n l y  f e w  o r  n o  o t h e r  t r o u t  f i s h e r i e s .  T W R A  i s  e x c i t e d  t o
b r i n g  t h e s e  u n i q u e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  v a r i o u s
c o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  e n j o y . ”

- B r a n d o n  S i m c o x ,  T W R A  T r o u t  P r o g r a m  C o o r d i n a t o r

S m a l l m o u t h  B a s s :
     T e n n e s s e e  i s  w e l l  k n o w n  f o r  i t s  w o r l d - c l a s s
S m a l l m o u t h  B a s s .  T h e  c u r r e n t  w o r l d  r e c o r d  S m a l l m o u t h
B a s s  f r o m  D a l e  H o l l o w  R e s e r v o i r  i s  a  t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e
S t a t e ’ s  s t a t u s  a s  a  S m a l l m o u t h  B a s s  a n g l i n g
d e s t i n a t i o n .  B a s s  f i s h i n g ,  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  t y p e  o f
f i s h i n g  i n  T e n n e s s e e ,  i s  e n j o y e d  b y  m a n y  T e n n e s s e a n s
a n d  v i s i t o r s .    

F a m i l y  F i s h i n g  L a k e s :
     T W R A  m a n a g e s  1 8  F a m i l y  F i s h i n g  l a k e s  l o c a t e d  i n
M i d d l e  a n d  W e s t  T e n n e s s e e ,  m a n y  o f  w h i c h  i n c l u d e
c o n c e s s i o n s  a n d  r e s t r o o m  f a c i l i t i e s ,  b a i t  a n d  t a c k l e ,
b o a t  r e n t a l s  a n d  m o r e .  S o m e  o f  t h e s e  a r e  t r o p h y  b a s s
f i s h e r i e s ,  b u t  a l l  a r e  a  c o n v e n i e n t  p l a c e  t o  t a k e  t h e  k i d s
f i s h i n g  o r  e s c a p e  f o r  a  r e l a x i n g  d a y  o f  f i s h i n g  w i t h  t h e
f a m i l y .  

1 4T W R A   |  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 2

C u t t h r o a t  T r o u t  
W e i g h t :  2  l b s . ,  8  o z

 S o u t h  F o r k  H o l s t o n  R i v e r
D a n i e l  S c a l f  

B l u e  C a t f i s h  
W e i g h t :  1 1 8  l b s .  

B a r k l e y  R e s e r v o i r  
M i c k a  B u r k h a r t

P a d d l e f i s h  
W e i g h t :  1 2 0  l b s .  

C h e r o k e e  R e s e r v o i r  
C h a d  C o l l i n s  

2022 RECORD SETTING CATCHES 

A N N U A L  E C O N O M I C  I M P A C T  O F  F I S H I N G  I N
T E N N E S S E E  I S  E S T I M A T E D  A T  $ 1 . 2  B I L L I O N



SIGNATURE LAKES 
      T h e  B i l l  D a n c e  S i g n a t u r e  L a k e s  p r o j e c t  i s  w e l l  u n d e r w a y  t o
h i g h l i g h t  1 8  l a k e s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e a r  f i s h i n g  l e g e n d  D a n c e ’ s  s t a m p
o f  a p p r o v a l .  O v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  2 0 2 2 ,  T W R A  s t a r t e d  r e n o v a t i o n s
a n d  i n v e s t m e n t s  a t  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  l a k e s ,  s o  T e n n e s s e a n s  c a n
b e n e f i t  f r o m  i n c r e a s e d  s t o c k i n g ,  h a b i t a t  a n d  f i s h e r i e s
m a n a g e m e n t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i m p r o v e d  a c c e s s  f o r  f i s h i n g  a n d
b o a t i n g .  T h e  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  e f f o r t  b e t w e e n  t h e  T e n n e s s e e
W i l d l i f e  R e s o u r c e s  A g e n c y ,  T e n n e s s e e  S t a t e  P a r k s  a n d
T e n n e s s e e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T o u r i s t  D e v e l o p m e n t  s e e k s  t o  s o l i d i f y
T e n n e s s e e  a s  t h e  h e a r t  o f  f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  a n d  d r i v e
e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .

Governor Bill Lee and
Bill Dance 
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     A n g l e r s  a n d  c o a c h e s  f r o m  t h e  M t .  J u l i e t  H i g h  S c h o o l  f i s h i n g
t e a m  a s s i s t e d  T W R A  p e r s o n n e l  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  4 0 0
f i s h  a t t r a c t o r  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  w i l l  i m p r o v e  f i s h i n g  a n d  h a b i t a t
i n  O l d  H i c k o r y  L a k e .  T h e  g r o u p s  c o n s t r u c t e d  t w o  d i f f e r e n t
a t t r a c t o r  d e s i g n s  u s i n g  c o n c r e t e  a n d  P V C  p i p e .  B o t h  s t r u c t u r e s
a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e  a  m o r e  p e r m a n e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  o r g a n i c
s t r u c t u r e s  m a d e  f r o m  t r e e s  a n d  w o o d e n  m a t e r i a l s .  T h e s e  f i s h
a t t r a c t o r  s i t e s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  s p e c i a l  m a r k e r  b u o y  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e
n e w  B i l l  D a n c e  S i g n a t u r e  L a k e s  p r o j e c t .  A t t r a c t o r  l o c a t i o n s
w e r e  s p e c i a l l y  c h o s e n  t o  i n c r e a s e  a n g l e r  s u c c e s s  a t  v a r i o u s
t i m e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  w a s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e
N a t i o n a l  F i s h  H a b i t a t  P a r t n e r s h i p  ( N F H P )  a n d  B a s s  P r o  S h o p s .  

OLD HICKORY 

     H u n d r e d s  o f  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  a s s e m b l e d  a n d
d e p l o y e d  a t  L a k e  H a l f o r d ,  c r e a t i n g  t w o  l a r g e  f i s h
a t t r a c t o r  s i t e s .  

     “ O u r  g o a l  o n  e a c h  o n e  o f  t h e s e  l a k e s  i s  t o  t r y
t o  g e t  a t  l e a s t  2 0  p e r c e n t  o f  s h o r e l i n e  f r o m  2 - 3
f e e t  o u t  t o  2 0  f e e t  i m p a c t e d  b y  t h e s e  t y p e s  o f
s t r u c t u r e s , ”  s a y s  J a s o n  H e n e g a r ,  T W R A  A s s i s t a n t
C h i e f  o f  F i s h e r i e s ,  “ S o ,  i t  v a r i e s  i n  d e p t h ,  i t  v a r i e s
i n  c o m p l e x i t y ,  i t  v a r i e s  i n  t y p e  o f  s t r u c t u r e  i n
t h a t  a r e a  a n d  f i s h  s h o u l d  h a v e  h a b i t a t
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .  T h i s  i m p r o v e m e n t  s h o u l d
i n c r e a s e  t h e  c a t c h  r a t e s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n c r e a s e  t h e
n u m b e r  o f  f i s h  w e  c a n  h o l d  i n  t h e  l a k e . ”

     T h i s  p r o j e c t  w a s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  T e n n e s s e e  B a s s
N a t i o n  a n d  a  g r a n t  f r o m  t h e  B . A . S . S .  H a l l  o f
F a m e .  

LAKE HALFORD

HERB PARSONS
     T h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t s  h a s  a l r e a d y
s t a r t e d  a t  H e r b  P a r s o n s  L a k e  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  f o r
s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  T W R A  s t a r t e d  b y  l o w e r i n g  t h e  w a t e r
l e v e l  t o  m a k e  s i g n i f i c a n t  h a b i t a t  i m p r o v e m e n t  t o
t h e  l a k e .  F u t u r e  p r o j e c t s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  d r e d g i n g
s t r a t e g i c  a r e a s  t o  i m p r o v e  n a v i g a t i o n ,  a  n e w
c o n c e s s i o n a i r e  b u i l d i n g ,  e x p a n d e d  p a r k i n g  a n d
b o a t  r a m p  a c c e s s ,  a d d i t i o n a l  c o u r t e s y  p i e r s  a n d
b o a t  s l i p s ,  u p g r a d e s  t o  p i c n i c  a r e a s ,  a n d  t h e
i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  f i s h  f e e d e r s  t o  a t t r a c t  f i s h  t o  a r e a s
n e a r  t h e  s h o r e l i n e  t o  i m p r o v e  b a n k  f i s h i n g .  
     D a n c e  v i s i t e d  t h e  l a k e  i n  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 2  t o  s e e
t h e  w o r k  f i r s t - h a n d  a n d  o f f e r  h i s  e x p e r t i s e  a n d
g u i d a n c e .

P R O P O S E D  S I G N A T U R E
L A K E  L O C A T I O N S



F i s h  a t t r a c t o r  s t u d y
s h o w s  w h e r e  f i s h

t e n d  t o  c o n g r e g a t e

S T O R Y  B Y  
T E D  A L F E R M A N N

     A s  I  p u l l  t h e  b o a t  i n t o  t h e  g a s  s t a t i o n ,  b o a t e r s
a n d  a n g l e r s  n o t i c e  t h e  T W R A  l o g o .  M a n y  w i l l  s t r i k e
u p  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a n d  i t ’ s  p r e t t y  s i m i l a r  e v e r y  t i m e .   
I t  g o e s  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s :  
     “ S o ,  a r e  y o u  a  g a m e  w a r d e n ? ”
     “ N o ,  I ’ m  a  f i s h e r i e s  b i o l o g i s t . ”
     A  c o n f u s e d  l o o k  o n  t h e i r  f a c e  u s u a l l y  f o l l o w s . ”
O h ,  w e l l  w h a t  d o  y o u  d o ? ”
     “ W e  d o  f i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  s u r v e y s ,  t a r g e t e d
r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s ,  h a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t  w o r k ,
a s s i s t  w i t h  f i s h  s t o c k i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  e v e n t s ,  t h i n g s
l i k e  t h a t . ”
     “ M a n ,  t h a t  s o u n d s  a w e s o m e ! ”
     “ I t  i s .  I  l o v e  i t ! ”
     I  g o t  i n t o  t h i s  p r o f e s s i o n  b e c a u s e  I  g r e w  u p
f i s h i n g ,  l o v e  t o  f i s h ,  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  w a n t e d  t o  h e l p
m a k e  f i s h i n g  b e t t e r  f o r  o t h e r s .  W h e n  I  j o i n e d
T W R A ,  o u r  f i s h  a t t r a c t o r / h a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t
p r o g r a m  w a s  i n  f u l l  s w i n g  b u t  t h e  a n g l e r  a n d
b i o l o g i s t  i n  m e  w a n t e d  t o  k n o w :  D o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s
w e  d e p l o y  a c t u a l l y  w o r k ?  
     O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  w e  d r o v e  o v e r  o u r  h a b i t a t
s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  s o n a r ,  o r  b r i e f l y
e l e c t r o f i s h e d  t o  s e e  i f  f i s h  w e r e  p r e s e n t .
A n e c d o t a l l y ,  w e  c o n c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s
t h a t  o u r  s t r u c t u r e s  d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  w o r k  s o  w e
c o n t i n u e d  b u i l d i n g  a n d  p l a c i n g  t h e m  i n  o u r
r e s e r v o i r s .  B u t  I  w a n t e d  t o  k n o w  m o r e .  W h e n  d i d
f i s h  u s e  t h e m ,  h o w  m a n y ,  w h a t  s p e c i e s ,  a n d  h o w
d i d  t h e y  c o m p a r e  t o  n e a r b y  s p o t s  w i t h o u t  h a b i t a t
s t r u c t u r e s ?  S o ,  w e  s e t  t o  w o r k  d e s i g n i n g  a  r e s e a r c h
p r o j e c t  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  o u r  f i s h
a t t r a c t o r s  o n  O l d  H i c k o r y  a n d  J .  P e r c y  P r i e s t
r e s e r v o i r s .
     I n s t a l l i n g  n a t u r a l  a n d  a r t i f i c i a l  h a b i t a t  i n  o u r
r e s e r v o i r s  h a s  b e e n  p e r f o r m e d  b y  b i o l o g i s t s  a n d
a n g l e r s  f o r  d e c a d e s  a c r o s s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .
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     T h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  a r e  t h r e e f o l d :  ( 1 )  a t t r a c t  f i s h
t o  a  s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n  t o  i n c r e a s e  s u c c e s s  f o r
a n g l e r s ,  ( 2 )  p r o v i d e  a  p l a c e  f o r  f i s h  t o  a m b u s h  a n d
f e e d  o n  p r e y ,  a n d  ( 3 )  p r o v i d e  c o v e r  t o  h i d e  f r o m
p r e d a t o r s .  F i s h  a t t r a c t o r s  c o m e  i n  a l l  s h a p e s ,  s i z e s ,
a n d  m a t e r i a l s  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  t r a i t s  t h a t  m a k e
s o m e  b e t t e r  t h a n  o t h e r s .  C o s t  t o  b u i l d ,  e a s e  o f
b u i l d i n g ,  l o c a t i o n ,  a n d  f i s h a b i l i t y  ( h o w  e a s y  i t  i s  t o
f i s h  a r o u n d  w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  s n a g g e d )  a r e  t h e  t o p
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  N o n e  o f  t h e s e  m a t t e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  i f
t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s n ’ t  d o i n g  i t s  j o b  o f  a t t r a c t i n g  f i s h .  
     A  c h a l l e n g e  f o r  t h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  m a n a g e
f i s h e r i e s  i s  t h a t  w e  t y p i c a l l y  c a n ’ t  j u s t  l o o k  i n t o  t h e
w a t e r  a n d  s e e  i f  f i s h  a r e  p r e s e n t .  W e  h a v e  t o  u s e
n e t s  a n d  e l e c t r o f i s h i n g  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  f i s h  a n d  t h e n
u s e  t h a t  d a t a  a s  a  r e l a t i v e  e s t i m a t e  o f  w h a t  l i e s
b e l o w .  F o r  o u r  s t u d y ,  w e  r e l i e d  o n  b o t h  s o n a r  a n d
e l e c t r o f i s h i n g  t o  g i v e  u s  o u r  a n s w e r .  
     W e  r e p e a t e d l y  e l e c t r o f i s h e d  1 9  a t t r a c t o r  s i t e s  ( a
b o a t  s i z e d  a r e a  w h e r e  f i s h  a t t r a c t o r s  w e r e
p r e v i o u s l y  d e p l o y e d )  a n d  c o m p a r e d  t h e m  t o
a d j a c e n t  c o n t r o l  s i t e s  ( a n  a r e a  v o i d  o f  a n y  h a b i t a t
l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  5 0  y a r d s  o f  t h e  a t t r a c t o r  s i t e )  o v e r  a
1 2 - m o n t h  p e r i o d  o n  O l d  H i c k o r y  R e s e r v o i r  t o  a s s e s s
f i s h  u s e .  F i r s t ,  w e  u s e d  d o w n - i m a g i n g  s o n a r  t o
l o c a t e  o u r  a t t r a c t o r s  a n d  t o s s e d  a  m a r k e r  b u o y  t o
m a r k  t h e  s p o t .  S i m i l a r l y ,  a  b u o y  w a s  p l a c e d  a t  t h e
c o n t r o l  s i t e  w h e r e  n o  h a b i t a t  w a s  d e t e c t e d  o n  t h e
s o n a r .  F i n a l l y ,  e l e c t r i c i t y  w a s  a p p l i e d  a t  e a c h  b u o y
f o r  t w o  m i n u t e s  t o  g i v e  f i s h  p l e n t y  o f  t i m e  t o  f l o a t
t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  a n d  b e  c o l l e c t e d .  W e  t h e n  i d e n t i f i e d ,
c o u n t e d ,  a n d  m e a s u r e d  e a c h  f i s h  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g
t h e m  t o  t h e  w a t e r ,  u n h a r m e d .  
    

IF YOU BUILD IT, THEY WILL COME
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     W e ’ v e  l e a r n e d  a  l o t  f r o m  t h i s  s t u d y  o v e r  t h e  p a s t
t w o  y e a r s .  N o ,  w e  h a v e n ’ t  c o l l e c t e d  p i l e s  o f  h u g e
b a s s  o r  d o z e n s  o f  s l a b  c r a p p i e  o n  e v e r y  s t r u c t u r e ,
b u t  o u r  r e s u l t s  h a v e  b e e n  p o s i t i v e  a n d
e n c o u r a g i n g .  W i t h o u t  a  d o u b t  t h e  a t t r a c t o r s  a r e
s u c c e s s f u l  a t  c o n g r e g a t i n g  f i s h  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f i s h
w i t h  a r e a s  t o  h i d e  a n d  f e e d .  A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  f i s h
w o u l d n ’ t  b e  t h e r e  i f  t h e  a t t r a c t o r s  d i d n ’ t  p r o v i d e
s o m e  b e n e f i t .  H e r e  a r e  s o m e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  w h a t
w e ’ v e  l e a r n e d :

•  L a r g e m o u t h  b a s s  w e r e  m u c h  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  u s e
t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  a n d  e a r l y  s p r i n g
m o n t h s  w h e n  w a t e r  t e m p e r a t u r e s  w e r e  b e l o w  5 5
d e g r e e s .  I n  f a c t ,  o u r  l a r g e s t  b a s s  w e  c o l l e c t e d ,  a  6 -
p o u n d .  1 3 - o u n c e  h o g  w a s  e l e c t r o f i s h e d  o n
D e c e m b e r  4  i n  6  f e e t  o f  5 3 - d e g r e e  w a t e r .

•  C r a p p i e  u s e  w a s  h i g h e s t  i n  s p r i n g  a n d  s u m m e r
a n d  l o w e s t  i n  f a l l .

•  T h e  a v e r a g e  n u m b e r  o f  f i s h  a t  e a c h  a t t r a c t o r  s i t e
w a s  h i g h e s t  i n  w i n t e r  a n d  l o w e s t  i n  s u m m e r .

•  D i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s  u s e  t h e  a t t r a c t o r s  a t  d i f f e r e n t
t i m e s  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
e v a l u a t i n g  h a b i t a t  o v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a t  l e a s t  1 2
m o n t h s .

•  Y o u  c a n n o t  a s s u m e  f i s h  a r e n ’ t  o n  a  s t r u c t u r e  j u s t
b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e n ’ t  v i s i b l e  o n  s o n a r  ( s e e  b e l o w ) .

       O n e  o f  t h e  m o r e  s u r p r i s i n g  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y
w a s  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  b y  l a r g e m o u t h  b a s s  i n
t h e  w i n t e r .  A t  a  t i m e  w h e n  m o s t  a n g l e r s  t h i n k  b a s s
h e a d  d e e p ,  o u r  r e s u l t s  s h o w e d  t h a t  p l e n t y  o f  b a s s
c a n  b e  f o u n d  s h a l l o w  ( l e s s  t h a n  1 0  f e e t  d e e p )  w h e n
t h e  w a t e r  i s  c o l d .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  b l u e g i l l  s h o w e d  u p
i n  t h e  l a r g e s t  n u m b e r s  i n  w i n t e r ,  w i t h  s o m e
s a m p l e s  c o n t a i n i n g  m o r e  t h a n  3 0 0  b l u e g i l l .
T h e  f u t u r e  o f  o u r  h a b i t a t  p r o g r a m  w i l l  i n c l u d e  m o r e
s t r u c t u r e s  i n  m o r e  l o c a t i o n s ,  b o t h  s h a l l o w  a n d
d e e p .  M o s t  o f  o u r  f u t u r e  s i t e s  w i l l  b e  u n b u o y e d
( w i t h  G P S  c o o r d i n a t e s  a v a i l a b l e  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e )  t o
e a s e  p r e s s u r e  o n  a n y  o n e  s i t e .  W e  w i l l  u s e  b o t h
n a t u r a l  a n d  a r t i f i c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  e n h a n c e  h a b i t a t
f o r  f i s h  w h i l e  t r y i n g  t o  c o n t i n u a l l y  l e a r n  w h i c h
s t r u c t u r e s  d o  b e s t  i n  w h i c h  a r e a s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e
b e s t  f i s h i n g  f o r  o u r  a n g l e r s .  I  w a n t  o u r  a n g l e r s  t o
k n o w  t h a t  w e  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  l e a r n ,
i m p r o v e ,  a n d  d o  a l l  w e  c a n  t o  m a k e  f i s h i n g  b e t t e r .
     A n g l e r s  w a n t i n g  t o  o b t a i n  G P S  c o o r d i n a t e s  f o r
b u o y e d  s i t e s ,  u n b u o y e d  s i t e s ,  a n d  s t a k e  b e d
l o c a t i o n s  c a n  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t
w w w . T N W i l d l i f e . o r g  a n d  c l i c k  o n  t h e  " F i s h i n g  a n d
B o a t i n g A c c e s s "  i m a g e  t o  b e  r e d i r e c t e d  t o  a n  o n l i n e
G I S  w e b s i t e .  
     I f  y o u  h a v e n ’ t  t r i e d  f i s h i n g  o n e  o f  o u r  f i s h
a t t r a c t o r  s i t e s ,  n o w  i s  a  g r e a t  t i m e  t o  t r y  t h e m .
D o n ’ t  l e t  t h e  c o l d  f o o l  y o u ,  t h e  f i s h  a r e  t h e r e .  A n d
b a s e d  o n  o u r  r e s e a r c h ,  n o w  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  t i m e s
o f  t h e  y e a r  t o  w e t  a  l i n e .  G o o d  l u c k !

A W A R D  W I N N I N G  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S
T W R A  r e c e i v e d  a  F i r s t  P l a c e  a w a r d  f r o m

t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n
I n f o r m a t i o n ,  I n c .  f o r  t h i s  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e

T e n n e s s e e  W i l d l i f e  M a g a z i n e  S p r i n g  I s s u e

T e d  A l f e r m a n n  i s  a  T W R A  f i s h e r i e s  b i o l o g i s t  i n
M i d d l e  T e n n e s s e e .  H e  h e l p s  m a n a g e  f i s h

p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  P e r c y  P r i e s t ,  O l d  H i c k o r y ,  a n d
C h e a t h a m  r e s e r v o i r s .  

Above :  A  s o n a r  r e a d o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a s  T W R A  p l a c e d  a r t i f i c i a l
h a b i t a t  a n d  t h e  t y p e  o f  f i s h  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a r o u n d  t h o s e  s p o t s .
Be low:  T h e  a u t h o r ' s  c h i l d r e n  p i c t u r e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  f i s h i n g  t h e
a t t r a c t o r s  o n  O l d  H i c k o r y  R e s e r v o i r .



     Tennessee is one of the most biodiverse states in the nation.
Currently, there are 325 species of fish, 89 mammals, 61 reptiles,
70 amphibians, and 340 birds known to inhabit or migrate
through Tennessee. The number of invertebrate species, many of
which are endemic to Tennessee, is equally impressive with 256
land snails, 99 aquatic snails, 120 mussels, 95 crayfish, and a
multitude of insects. 
  
      Conserving this assemblage of biodiversity in the wake of
economic growth and ever-changing landscapes requires
funding at the state and federal level. Traditionally, conservation
funding has been raised through hunting fees and excise taxes
associated with game species. Although conservation of game
species has been very successful, many native species are without
dedicated conservation funding at the federal level and,
therefore, at risk of becoming rare, threatened, or endangered.
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     The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service approved
Tennessee’s 2015 State Wildlife Action Plan (TN SWAP)
on June 10th, 2016. It now serves as Tennessee’s
comprehensive wildlife strategy through 2025.

T W R A   |  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 2

Photo: Tom Wood



     The TN SWAP outlines conservation actions led and funded by TWRA in
collaboration with partners to support species of greatest conservation need
(GNC) including: 

Habitat acquisition through land purchases or permanent easements 
Species restoration through habitat management for conservation and
disease and pest prevention
Research and information sharing with public relations 
Capacity building through partnerships and alliances
Law and policy development for compliance and enforcement 
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V I E W  T H E  E N T I R E  S T R A T E G I C  P L A N  A T
W W W . T N W I L D L I F E . O R G

Red Salamander: Brady McGowan



BIODIVERSITY 
      N a t i v e  s p e c i e s  a r e  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a n d  b i o d i v e r s i t y  o f
o u r  s t a t e ,  w h i c h  i s  u n i q u e  i n  i t s  g e o g r a p h y ,
r a n g i n g  f r o m  t h e  r i v e r  b o t t o m s  o f  W e s t
T e n n e s s e e  t o  t h e  M i d d l e  T e n n e s s e e  h i l l s
a n d  m o u n t a i n s  o f  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e .  

     T W R A  b i o l o g i s t s  a r e  f o c u s e d  o n  a
n u m b e r  o f  p r i o r i t y  s p e c i e s  a n d  a r e
c o n d u c t i n g  o n g o i n g  r e s e a r c h  t o  m o n i t o r
a n d  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  h a b i t a t
a s s o c i a t i o n s .  T h e s e  p r o j e c t s  o f t e n  i n v o l v e
m o n i t o r i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  t r e n d s ,  p r o v i d i n g
t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  p a r t n e r s ,  a n d
c o n s e r v i n g  a n d  p r o t e c t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n s .

G r a y  B a t  R e s e a r c h :

     B e l l a m y  C a v e  i s  o n e  o f  T W R A ’ s  p r i o r i t y  g r a y  b a t  c a v e s  a n d  c o n t a i n s
t h e  l a r g e s t  s u m m e r  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  g r a y  b a t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  A  w i n t e r  c o l o n y
c o u n t  s u r v e y  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  2 0 2 2 ,  t o  e s t i m a t e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f
h i b e r n a t i n g  g r a y  b a t s .  T w o  t e a m s  w o r k e d  t o  m e a s u r e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d
e s t i m a t e d  t h e  t o t a l  g r a y  b a t  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  3 5 2 , 1 3 4  f o r  B e l l a m y  C a v e .
A c r o s s  a l l  4  o f  T W R A ’ s  P r i o r i t y  1  g r a y  b a t  h i b e r n a c u l a  i n  T e n n e s s e e ,
p o p u l a t i o n s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  i n c r e a s i n g .  

Photo: Josh Campbell
Biologists visually inspecting

gray bats roosting in cave.



V O L U N T E E R  S P I R I T :

T e n n e s s e e  v o l u n t e e r s  t y p i c a l l y
p r o v i d e  5 , 0 0 0  h o u r s  o f  l a b o r  e a c h

y e a r ,  c o n d u c t i n g  w i l d l i f e  a n d
h a b i t a t  m a n a g e m e n t  r e l a t e d

p r o j e c t s .  
D o n a t e d  v o l u n t e e r  h o u r s  a r e

c r i t i c a l  t o  o u r  w o r k  a n d  s u p p o r t
t h e  A g e n c y  f i n a n c i a l l y  a s

m a t c h i n g  f u n d s  f o r  f e d e r a l
m o n i e s .  

V o l u n t e e r s  f o r  t h e  b i o d i v e r s i t y
p r o g r a m  r e c o r d e d  8 6 5  h o u r s  o f

w o r k  d u r i n g  t h i s  f i s c a l  y e a r .  T h o s e
h o u r s  t r a n s l a t e  t o  $ 5 3 , 3 7 9 . 1 5  f r o m

t h e  f e d e r a l  W i l d l i f e  R e s t o r a t i o n
C o m p r e h e n s i v e  G r a n t  w h i c h  c a n

b e  r e i n v e s t e d  i n  h a b i t a t
d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  t o  s u p p o r t

w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n s .

P A R T N E R S H I P  S P O T L I G H T :

T h e  T e n n e s s e e  V a l l e y  A u t h o r i t y
( T V A )  p r o v i d e d  T W R A  w i t h

$ 2 0 3 , 1 0 0  f o r  h a b i t a t  i m p r o v e m e n t
i n  W i l s o n  C o u n t y .  T W R A  s t a f f  p l a n
t o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  w i l l i n g  l a n d o w n e r s

t o  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  t o  I n d i a n a  b a t
m a t e r n i t y  a r e a s ,  p u r c h a s e  s u p p l i e s

t o  c r e a t e  a r t i f i c i a l  r o o s t s  o n
p r i v a t e  l a n d s ,  a n d  f a c i l i t a t e

r e s e a r c h .  
T h e  g o a l  i s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  u p  t o  5 0
a r t i f i c i a l  r o o s t s  o n  p r i v a t e  l a n d s

w h e r e  I n d i a n a  b a t  r o o s t s  h a v e
b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  d o c u m e n t e d

d u r i n g  p a s t  e f f o r t s .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t
m u l t i p l e  b a t  s p e c i e s  i n  T e n n e s s e e

w i l l  b e  l i s t e d  a s  t h r e a t e n e d  o r
e n d a n g e r e d  i n  c o m i n g  y e a r s  a n d

c o n t i n u e d  w o r k  o n  b a t
c o n s e r v a t i o n  w i l l  b e  c r i t i c a l .  
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G o l d e n - W i n g e d  W a r b l e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n :  
    T W R A  i s  p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y
o f  M a i n e  t o  d e p l o y  l i g h t - w e i g h t
t r a n s m i t t e r s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e i r  r e t u r n
r a t e  a n d  m i g r a t i o n  p a t h s .  M u l t i p l e
l o c a t i o n s  w e r e  a l s o  s u r v e y e d  d u r i n g  t h e
y e a r  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  t r a p p i n g ,  b a n d i n g ,
a n d  t r a c k i n g  e f f o r t s .  
    T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l
h e l p  i n f o r m  m a n a g e m e n t  o n  W M A s  a n d
h e l p  t o  f u r t h e r  d e f i n e  h a b i t a t  n e e d s  f o r
t h i s  s p e c i e s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  A p p a l a c h i a n
M o u n t a i n s .  I n f o r m a t i o n  c o l l e c t e d
t h r o u g h  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  a l s o  u s e d  t o
d e t e r m i n e  t h e  n e e d  t o  f e d e r a l l y  l i s t  t h i s
s p e c i e s  a s  t h r e a t e n e d .

P i n e s n a k e  T e l e m e t r y  P r o j e c t :  
     S p e c i e s  d i v e r s i t y  s t a f f  c o o p e r a t i v e l y
i n i t i a t e d  a  t e l e m e t r y  p r o j e c t  o n  a
N o r t h e r n  p i n e s n a k e  i n  H a r d i n  C o u n t y .  A
t r a n s m i t t e r  w a s  i m p l a n t e d ,  a n d  t h e  s n a k e
h a s  b e e n  t r a c k e d  a t  l e a s t  1  d a y  a  w e e k
s i n c e  t h e  s n a k e  w a s  r e l e a s e d .  D u r i n g  F Y
2 1 - 2 2 ,  7 3  l o c a t i o n s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d ,  a n d
b i o d i v e r s i t y  p e r s o n n e l  i m p l e m e n t e d  a
h a b i t a t  s e l e c t i o n  p r o t o c o l  f o r  e a c h
o b s e r v a t i o n  t o  a s s e s s  h a b i t a t  p r e f e r e n c e
f o r  p i n e s n a k e s  i n  T e n n e s s e e .  T h e  t a g g e d
p i n e s n a k e  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  a  l a n d  u s e  o f  1 5 0
a c r e s  t o  d a t e .  I n  J u n e  2 0 2 2 ,  a  p i n e s n a k e
w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  L a w r e n c e  C o u n t y .  T W R A
s t a f f  a s s i s t e d  T e n n e s s e e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y
w i t h  t h e  i m p l a n t a t i o n  o f  a  t r a n s m i t t e r  i n
t h i s  s n a k e  a n d  a r e  r e p l i c a t i n g  t h e
p r o j e c t .

H e l l b e n d e r  H e a d  S t a r t  a n d  R e l e a s e :  
     T W R A  h a s  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  t h e
N a s h v i l l e  Z o o  a n d  T e n n e s s e e  S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y  t o  r e l e a s e  c a p t i v e  r a i s e d
h e l l b e n d e r s  i n  t h e  L i t t l e  B u f f a l o  R i v e r  o n
L a u r e l  H i l l  W M A .  W e s t  T e n n e s s e e
B i o d i v e r s i t y  s t a f f  a s s i s t e d  i n  c o l l e c t i n g
e g g s ,  a s s e s s i n g  h a b i t a t ,  i m p l a n t i n g
t r a n s m i t t e r s ,  a n d  l o c a t i n g  r e l e a s e d
a n i m a l s .  S t a f f  a l s o  c o l l e c t e d  a n d
t r a n s p o r t e d  w a t e r  f r o m  t h e  L i t t l e  B u f f a l o
t o  N a s h v i l l e  Z o o ,  c o l l e c t e d  c r a y f i s h  f o r
f e e d i n g  c a p t i v e  a n i m a l s ,  s e l e c t e d  r e l e a s e
a n d  n e s t  b o x  s i t e s ,  a t t e n d e d  r e l e a s e
e v e n t s ,  a n d  a s s i s t e d  w i t h  r a d i o  t e l e m e t r y .
T h e  d a t a  g a t h e r e d  w i l l  p r o v i d e
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  r e l e a s i n g
c a p t i v e  r a i s e d  h e l l b e n d e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s
h a b i t a t  s e l e c t i o n ,  p r e d a t i o n  o n
h e l l b e n d e r s ,  a n d  h e l l b e n d e r  s i t e  f i d e l i t y .



Photo: Mallory Tate
TWRA biologists
and partners
identify freshwater
mussels collected
from the Duck
River. 
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T h e  D e l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  S n a i l  D a r t e r :

     W h a t  s t a r t e d  a s  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s t o r y  o f  a
t i n y  f i s h ,  g r e w  i n t o  a  s u c c e s s f u l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n
o f  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  p a r t n e r s  t o  s a v e  a  s p e c i e s .
O n  A u g u s t  1 2 ,  1 9 7 3 ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e
b i o l o g i s t  a n d  p r o f e s s o r  D a v i d  E t n i e r
d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  s n a i l  d a r t e r  i n  t h e  L i t t l e
T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r .  T h e  f i s h  w a s  l a t e r  l i s t e d  a s
e n d a n g e r e d  i n  1 9 7 5  u n d e r  t h e  E n d a n g e r e d
S p e c i e s  A c t  ( E S A ) .  
     C o n t r o v e r s y  a r o s e  w h e n  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s
s u e d  o v e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  T e l l i c o  R e s e r v o i r ,  t o
b e  c r e a t e d  b y  T e l l i c o  D a m ,  s a y i n g  i t  w o u l d
a l t e r  t h e  h a b i t a t  o f  t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f
k i l l i n g  o f f  t h e  e n d a n g e r e d  s n a i l  d a r t e r .  I t  w e n t
o n  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  f i r s t  E S A  c a s e  t o  r e a c h  t h e
S u p r e m e  C o u r t ,  a n d  i n  1 9 7 8 ,  t h e  c o u r t  r u l e d  i n
f a v o r  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  s n a i l  d a r t e r .  C o n g r e s s
u l t i m a t e l y  e x e m p t e d  t h e  T e l l i c o  D a m  f r o m  E S A
c o n s u l t a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  s o  t h a t  t h e  d a m
c o u l d  b e  c o m p l e t e d ,  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  J i m m y
C a r t e r  s i g n e d  t h e  b i l l  i n t o  l a w  i n  1 9 7 9 .
     I n  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 2 ,  a f t e r  n e a r l y  5 0  y e a r s  o f
c o n s e r v a t i o n  w o r k ,  T W R A ,  t h e  U . S .  F i s h  a n d
W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  a n d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r
c o n s e r v a t i o n  p a r t n e r s  g a t h e r e d  t o  c e l e b r a t e
t h e  s n a i l  d a r t e r ’ s  r e c o v e r y  a n d  r e m o v a l  f r o m
t h e  F e d e r a l  L i s t  o f  T h r e a t e n e d  a n d
E n d a n g e r e d  W i l d l i f e .  

P i c t u r e d  f r o m  l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  T W R A  D e p u t y
D i r e c t o r  o f  F i e l d  O p e r a t i o n s  B r a n d o n  W e a r ,
D r .  D a v i d  E t n i e r ,  T W R A  D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r  o f
B u s i n e s s  O p e r a t i o n s  F r a n k  F i s s ,  a n d  T W R A

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  J a s o n  M a x e d o n

SUPPORTING AQUATIC BIODIVERSITY

P r o p a g a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l l y  l i s t e d  m u s s e l s :  

     T e n n e s s e e  h a r b o r s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d i v e r s e  a s s e m b l a g e s  o f  f r e s h w a t e r  m u s s e l s
i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a .  T h e  C u m b e r l a n d  R i v e r  A q u a t i c  C e n t e r  ( C - R A C )  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d
t o  p r o p a g a t e  l i s t e d  m u s s e l  s p e c i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e .  T W R A  s t a f f  a t  C - R A C  a r e
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  m u s s e l  b r o o d  s t o c k  a n d  h o s t  f i s h ,  p r o p a g a t i o n  o f
m u s s e l s ,  r e l e a s e / r e i n t r o d u c t i o n  m o n i t o r i n g  p l a n s ,  a n d  g r a n t  p r o p o s a l s  f o r
a d d i t i o n a l  p r o j e c t s .
     A  t o t a l  o f  2 0 , 4 0 3  j u v e n i l e  m u s s e l s  o f  c r a c k i n g  p e a r l y m u s s e l  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  i n
2 0 2 2  a t  C - R A C .  T h e  n e w  t e c h n o l o g y  o f  i n - v i t r o  c u l t u r e  o f  m u s s e l  g l o c h i d i a  h a s
b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  a p p l i e d ,  a n d  1 9 , 5 4 6  j u v e n i l e  m u s s e l s  w e r e
p r o d u c e d  t h r o u g h  i n - v i t r o  c u l t u r e .  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  b r o o d e r s  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y
a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  a n d  1 6  a d u l t s  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  E l k  R i v e r  i n  2 0 2 2 .  
     C r a c k i n g  p e a r l y m u s s e l  i s  a  l i s t e d  e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s .  I n  r e c e n t  5 - y e a r  r e v i e w ,
t h e  U S  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  ( U S F W S )  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  s p e c i e s  c o n t i n u e s  t o
b e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h r e a t  f r o m  h a b i t a t  d e g r a d a t i o n ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  a n d  f r a g m e n t a t i o n .
T h e  e x i s t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  c r a c k i n g  p e a r l y m u s s e l  i n  t h e  P o w e l l  R i v e r  a n d  C l i n c h
R i v e r  a r e  d e c l i n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  E l k  R i v e r  a n d  m a i n s t e m  o f
t h e  T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r .  



     Tennessee's wildlife officers have a lot of ground to cover with almost 27
million acres across the state. Any given day could include wildlife and
fisheries law enforcement, safety checks, search and rescue on land or water,
conducting outreach programs, and more.
      Every TWRA officer is required to have a degree in wildlife or fisheries
biology or wildlife and fisheries management. In addition to generalized law
enforcement training, officers have received specialized wildlife law
enforcement training to be able to identify wildlife-related violations. This
training makes them among the most qualified wildlife law enforcement
officers in the nation. 
     In 2022, Officer Hunter Daniels was named Tennessee's Southeastern
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies "Officer of the Year."

LAW ENFORCEMENT 



H U N T E R  E D U C A T I O N

T W R A ' s  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t
D i v i s i o n  f a c i l i t a t e s  t h e

s t a t e ' s  h u n t e r  e d u c a t i o n
p r o g r a m  t o  e n s u r e  p u b l i c
s a f e t y  r e l a t e d  t o  h u n t i n g
a n d  g u n  o w n e r s h i p .  T h e

C o v i d - 1 9  p a n d e m i c
l a u n c h e d  a  t r a n s i t i o n  t o
m o r e  o n l i n e  c l a s s e s ,  b u t

i n - p e r s o n  e d u c a t i o n  i s
s t a r t i n g  t o  r e b o u n d  a s

h u n t e r s  s e e k  m e n t o r s  i n
t h e  i n d u s t r y  a n d  h a n d s -
o n  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .

F Y  2 1 - 2 2  S t a t s :  
1 1 8  c l a s s e s  t a u g h t
2 , 4 8 3  c l a s s r o o m
g r a d u a t e s
9 , 2 0 6  o n l i n e  g r a d u a t e s
1 1 , 6 8 9  t o t a l  c e r t i f i e d
h u n t e r s
7 5 7  c e r t i f i e d  v o l u n t e e r
i n s t r u c t o r s
2 3 7  T W R A  s t a f f
c e r t i f i e d  i n s t r u c t o r s

S i n c e  t h e  p r o g r a m ’ s
i n c e p t i o n  i n  1 9 7 2 ,  8 0 5 , 3 5 8

s t u d e n t s  h a v e
s u c c e s s f u l l y  g r a d u a t e d

f r o m  t h e  T e n n e s s e e
H u n t e r  E d u c a t i o n

P r o g r a m .  
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     T W R A  w e l c o m e d  1 2  n e w  m e m b e r s  t o  t h e  H o n o r
G u a r d  a f t e r  a  w e e k  o f  t r a i n i n g  a t  S m y r n a  A i r  B a s e .
M o r e  t h a n  3 0  w i l d l i f e  o f f i c e r s  a r e  n o w  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e
H o n o r  G u a r d  w h i c h  i s  t a s k e d  w i t h  h o n o r i n g  f a l l e n
w i l d l i f e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  a s s i s t i n g  w i t h  c e r e m o n i a l  s e r v i c e s
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o l o r s .  
     T h e  H o n o r  G u a r d  h a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  A g e n c y  a t
a t h l e t i c s  e v e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  T i t a n s ,
N a s h v i l l e  P r e d a t o r s ,  a n d  t h e  N a s h v i l l e  S o u n d s .  T h e
t e a m  m a d e  i t s  f i f t h  o v e r a l l  a p p e a r a n c e  a t  a  T i t a n s
g a m e  t h i s  s e a s o n  a t  a n  O c t o b e r  g a m e  a g a i n s t  t h e
I n d i a n a p o l i s  C o l t s .

     T h e  T W R A  c o m m i s s i o n e d  1 9  n e w  w i l d l i f e  o f f i c e r s
a t  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  T W R A ' s  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t
T r a i n i n g  A c a d e m y .  T h e  n e w  T W R A  o f f i c e r s  a n d
t h e i r  p r i m a r y  a s s i g n e d  c o u n t i e s  a r e :

L a n e  C o u l t e r  ( H i c k m a n  C o u n t y )
S t o n e  P a y n e  ( H a w k i n s  C o u n t y )
J o n a t h a n  M a r k  ( C a n n o n  C o u n t y )
L u k e  W r e n  ( L i n c o l n  C o u n t y )
C o l t o n  B e a s l e y  ( H u m p h r e y s  C o u n t y )
H u n t e r  P o o r e  ( R h e a  C o u n t y )
C o l t  E l r o d  ( H a m i l t o n  C o u n t y )
J a c o b  J o n e s  ( H a r d e m a n  C o u n t y )
T u l l i e  W h i t e  ( L o u d o n  C o u n t y )
A u s t i n  P h i l l i p s  ( H a y w o o d  C o u n t y )

C o l b y  G r i f f i n  ( D e K a l b  C o u n t y )
D a k o t a  A d a m s  ( H o u s t o n  C o u n t y )
G a r r e t t  L o n g  ( H a m i l t o n  C o u n t y )
B l a k e  C o n r a d  ( M o n t g o m e r y  C o u n t y )
S p e n c e r  W i l s o n  ( C o c k e  C o u n t y )
W i l l i a m  H a r d w i c k  ( S u l l i v a n  C o u n t y )
H a i l e y  G u f f e y  ( F r a n k l i n  C o u n t y )
D a r r e l l  E n g l a n d  ( N o r t h  C u m b e r l a n d
W M A )  
C o d y  M o o r e  ( C a t o o s a  W M A )  



V E S S E L
C O L L I S S I O N S  W E R E
T H E  L E A D I N G  T Y P E

O F  B O A T I N G
I N C I D E N T S ,  A N D

A L C O H O L  W A S  T H E
P R I M A R Y

C O N T R I B U T I N G
F A C T O R  I N  3 %  O F

A L L  I N C I D E N T S .  

BOATING AND WATERWAYS 
     I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  w i l d l i f e  a n d  f i s h e r i e s  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  T W R A
o v e r s e e s  b o a t i n g  l a w s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h e  A g e n c y  p a t r o l s  f o r
b o a t i n g  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  ( B U I )  v i o l a t i o n s ,  r e c k l e s s  v e s s e l
o p e r a t i o n ,  r e g u l a t e s  c o m m e r c i a l  p a d d l e c r a f t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  o f f e r s
b o a t e r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  t o  f u r t h e r  p u b l i c  s a f e t y .  

2 0 2 1  T E N N E S S E E  B O A T I N G  S U M M A R Y :

1 8 6  B O A T I N G  E N F O R C E M E N T  O F F I C E R S

2 5 2 , 2 3 9  R E G I S T E R E D  V E S S E L S

1 4 5  R E P O R T A B L E  I N C I D E N T S      
    
2 2  B O A T I N G - R E L A T E D  F A T A L I T I E S

1 , 0 6 4  B O A T I N G  C I T A T I O N S

7 2  B U I  A R R E S T S

6 6 3  W A R N I N G  C I T A T I O N S
 

Photo: Tom Wood



O u t d o o r  R e c r e a t i o n  i s  G r o w i n g :

T h e  v a l u e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e
G D P  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  o n

w a t e r w a y s ,  l i k e  f i s h i n g  a n d
p a d d l i n g  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  $ 6 1 7 . 9
m i l l i o n  i n  2 0 1 8  t o  $ 7 6 2 . 6  m i l l i o n

i n  2 0 2 0 — a  2 3 . 4 %  i n c r e a s e —
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  U S  D e p a r t m e n t

o f  C o m m e r c e ,  B u r e a u  o f
E c o n o m i c  A n a l y s i s  O u t d o o r

R e c r e a t i o n  S a t e l l i t e  A c c o u n t
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P a d d l e c r a f t  a n d  N o n - M o t o r i z e d
V e s s e l s :    

     I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  f r o m
t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  w a t e r  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  
s o m e  s t a k e h o l d e r s ’  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t
c o n g e s t i o n  a n d  a c c e s s  i s s u e s  o n  t h e  
w a t e r w a y s ,  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  p a s s e d
P u b l i c  C h a p t e r  9 6 9 ,  A c t s  o f  2 0 1 8 ,  
a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  F i s h  a n d
W i l d l i f e  C o m m i s s i o n  ( T F W C ) ,  T W R A ’ s  
g o v e r n i n g  b o d y ,  t o  e s t a b l i s h  r u l e s  f o r
b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  r e n t  n o n - m o t o r i z e d  
v e s s e l s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  f o r  u s e  o n  p u b l i c
w a t e r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  T W R A  c o l l e c t s  d a t a
o n  w a t e r w a y  u s e  f r o m  c o m m e r c i a l
p a d d l e r s  t h r e e  t i m e s  a  y e a r .  

I n  2 0 2 2  c o m m e r c i a l  o u t f i t t e r s  r e p o r t e d :
6 6 , 0 8 6  K a y a k  R e n t a l s
1 8 , 2 1 6  C a n o e  R e n t a l s
8 , 2 8 1  S U P - P a d d l e b o a r d  R e n t a l s
1 3 , 5 9 3  T u b e  R e n t a l s
2 2 4  R a f t  R e n t a l s
9 5 , 2 5 4  T o t a l  R e n t a l s

B o a t e r  E d u c a t i o n :

     T h e  T e n n e s s e e  W i l d l i f e  R e s o u r c e s
A g e n c y  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  r e d u c i n g  t h e
n u m b e r  o f  b o a t i n g  f a t a l i t i e s  a n d
a c c i d e n t s  t h r o u g h  a  r i g o r o u s
e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m .  

     S i n c e  2 0 0 5 ,  T W R A  h a s  h e l p e d
m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  T e n n e s s e a n s
c o m p l e t e  t h e i r  B o a t i n g  S a f e t y
E d u c a t i o n  C e r t i f i c a t e .  N e a r l y  9 , 0 0 0
s t u d e n t s  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n
i n  2 0 2 2  a l o n e .    
   
     F o r m a l  p u b l i c  c l a s s e s  a r e  h e l d
a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  a t  v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s .
F o r  a n y o n e  b o r n  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 9 ,
a  s e l f - s t u d y  c o u r s e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  u p o n
r e q u e s t  a s  w e l l  a s  c e r t a i n  a p p r o v e d
o n l i n e  c o u r s e s .  P l u s ,  m a n y
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a r e  m a d e  t o  v a r i o u s
p u b l i c  g r o u p s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  p r e -
s c h o o l s  t o  s a f e t y  f a i r s ,  a n d  o t h e r
c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t s .

2 0 2 2  m a r k e d  t h e  1 4 t h
y e a r  o f  t h e  “ W e a r  I t

T e n n e s s e e ”  c a m p a i g n .
W e a r i n g  a  l i f e j a c k e t  i s

o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
i m p o r t a n t  a c t i o n s

T e n n e s s e a n s  c a n  t a k e  t o
s t a y  s a f e  o n  t h e  w a t e r .  



     TWRA works to make it easy to go hunting and
fishing. Beyond keeping the tradition of hunting,
fishing, trapping, boating, and target shooting alive,
the Agency's funding is largely based on license
sales, boat registrations, and equipment purchases.
If you enjoy wildlife in Tennessee, whether it has fur
or feathers, you can thank a hunter, angler, boater,
or recreational shooter. 

     In 2020, Tennessee had the largest percentage
increase in hunting license sales in the country.
Since then, we have worked to retain hunters and
anglers through proactive communications and
marketing to lead the country in innovative
strategies to help people get outdoors.
 
     Tennessee is a destination for nonresidents to
hunt and fish with numbers up 25% in the last 2
years. Our investment in the Bill Dance Signature
Lakes will be a huge recruitment tool going
forward for nonresidents and residents alike. Work
to increase fish stocking, access, public land use,
and remove barriers to participation every day, will
continue to facilitate recruitment, retention, and
reactivation of hunter and anglers across the state. 
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     Recruitment, Retention, and Reactivation
(R3) are at the heart of many of the activities
that the Agency does. From fish stocking to
creating public hunting opportunities, the
work we do is to keep people hunting,
fishing, trapping, target shooting, and
boating for generations to come.
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R3 Focused Activities
Auto-renew and system features make it easy to
renew a license with just a few taps on your phone.
Our app allows hunters and anglers to go paperless
and works with or without cell service.
Hosted in-person and virtual outdoors skills building
events attended by more than 5,000 people.
Our virtual learning center has outdoor skills
trainings and activities viewed by tens of thousands. 
Free online hunter education.
Granting funds to universities and other partners to
do R3 programming across the state.
Granting funds to distressed counties by creating
more event opportunities in those areas.

 

R 3
B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

O V E R  A  M I L L I O N  P E O P L E  A
Y E A R  H A V E  A  L I C E N S E  T O

H U N T  O R  F I S H  I N
T E N N E S S E E

R E T A I N  A N  A V E R A G E  O F
8 0 %  O F  C U S T O M E R S  E A C H

Y E A R

P E O P L E  W I T H  L I C E N S E S
U P  1 8 %  O V E R  5  Y E A R S

2 2 5 , 0 0 0  N O N R E S I D E N T S
H U N T / F I S H  I N  T N  E A C H

Y E A R

O V E R  5 0 0 , 0 0 0  F I R S T  T I M E
L I C E N S E  B U Y E R S  S I N C E

2 0 2 0

9 9 %  O F  T H E  A G E N C Y
F U N D I N G  I S  D E P E N D A N T
O N  L I C E N S E  S A L E S  A N D

B O A T  R E G I S T R A T I O N

H U N T E R S ,  A N G L E R S ,
B O A T E R S ,  A N D  T A R G E T

S H O O T E R S  F U N D  W I L D L I F E
C O N S E R V A T I O N  I N

T E N N E S S E E
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B e c o m i n g  a n  O u t d o o r s  W o m a n  

      S i n c e  1 9 9 1 ,  t h e  T W R A  h a s  b e e n  e n c o u r a g i n g
w o m e n  t o  g e t  o u t d o o r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  B e c o m i n g  a n
O u t d o o r s  W o m a n  ( B O W )  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  p r o g r a m  i s
d e s i g n e d  f o r  w o m e n  w h o  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n
l e a r n i n g  o u t d o o r  s k i l l s  t h a t  a r e  n e w  t o  t h e
o u t d o o r s .  T h e  T W R A  h o s t s  s e v e r a l  B O W  e v e n t s
e v e r y  y e a r  w h i c h  i n t r o d u c e  a r o u n d  2 0 0  w o m e n  t o
t h e  o u t d o o r s  e a c h  y e a r .  
      E v e n t s  i n c l u d e  c a n o e  t r i p s ,  m u z z l e l o a d e r
w o r k s h o p s ,  b a s i c  a r c h e r y ,  b a s i c  f i r e a r m s ,  r e a d i n g
t h e  w o o d s ,  A T V  o p e r a t i o n ,  D u t c h  o v e n  c o o k i n g ,  f l y
f i s h i n g ,  n a t u r e  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  a n d  m u c h  m o r e .   

T E N N E S S E E  L I C E N S E  H O L D E R S



     T h e  T W R A  o p e r a t e s
s h o o t i n g  r a n g e s  a c r o s s  t h e
s t a t e  f o r  p u b l i c  u s e .  A r c h e r y
r a n g e s  a n d  h u n t e r  e d u c a t i o n
c l a s s e s  a r e  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  a t
s o m e  o f  t h e  r a n g e s .  A g e n c y
s t a f f  h e l p  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s
d e v e l o p  t h e i r  o w n  r a n g e s  b y
p r o v i d i n g  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e
a n d  g r a n t  f u n d i n g .  

SHOOTING
RANGES

B A R T L E T T  S H O O T I N G  R A N G E
C A T O O S A  W M A
C H E A T H A M  W M A  S H O O T I N G
R A N G E  A N D  A R C H E R Y  R A N G E
C H U C K  S W A N  W M A  S H O O T I N G
R A N G E
C R O S S V I L L E  S H O O T I N G  S P O R T S
P A R K
J O H N  S E V I E R  H U N T E R
E D U C A T I O N  C E N T E R
M O N T G O M E R Y  C O U N T Y
S H O O T I N G  C O M P L E X
N A T C H E Z  T R A C E  S T A T E  P A R K
S H O O T I N G  R A N G E
N O R T H  C H E R O K E E  W M A
R A N G E S
N O R T H  C U M B E R L A N D  W M A
S H O O T I N G  R A N G E
P R E N T I C E  C O O P E R  W M A
S T O N E S  R I V E R  H U N T E R
E D U C A T I O N  C E N T E R
Y A N A H L I  W M A  S H O O T I N G
R A N G E
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https://www.tn.gov/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#BarlettWMA
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#catoosa
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#cheatham
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#cheatham
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#cheatham
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#chuckSwan
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#chuckSwan
https://www.tn.gov/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#crossville
https://www.tn.gov/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#crossville
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#sevier
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#sevier
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#montgomery
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#montgomery
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#natchez
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#natchez
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#nc
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#nc
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#cumberland
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#cumberland
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#prenticeCooper
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#stonesRiver
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#stonesRiver
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#yanahli
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/firing-ranges.html#yanahli


P A R T N E R S H I P  S P O T L I G H T :
T W R A  s u p p l i e d  $ 1 6 , 0 0 0  o f  r o d s

a n d  r e e l s  t o  T e n n e s s e e  S t a t e
P a r k s  t o  l o a n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  T h i s
a l l o w s  p e o p l e  w h o  w a n t  t o  f i s h

a t  p a r k s ,  b u t  d o  n o t  h a v e
e q u i p m e n t ,  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o

t r y  i t  o u t !  T h e  o n l y  r e q u i r e m e n t
i s  f o r  p a r k s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e

i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  n e e d  a  f i s h i n g
l i c e n s e  h a v e  o r  p u r c h a s e  o n e  i n

o r d e r  t o  b o r r o w  t h e  r o d s .  
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OUTREACH  
N a t i o n a l  A r c h e r y  i n  t h e  S c h o o l s

P r o g r a m  
     T h e  T e n n e s s e e  N A S P  p r o g r a m  b e g a n
i n  2 0 0 4  w i t h  1 2  s c h o o l s  a n d  h a s  g r o w n
t o  m o r e  t h a n  7 0 0  t h a t  n o w  p a r t i c i p a t e
i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .  N A S P  c u r r i c u l u m  i s
t a u g h t  d u r i n g  s c h o o l  t h a t  t e a c h e s
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t y l e  T a r g e t  A r c h e r y .
D u r i n g  t h e  2 0 2 1 - 2 2  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  T W R A
h o s t e d  3 3  B a s i c  A r c h e r y  I n s t r u c t o r
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  c o u r s e s .  T h e  n e w  h y b r i d
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  c l a s s  f e a t u r e s  4  h o u r s  o f
o n l i n e  t r a i n i n g ,  a n  e x a m ,  a n d  a  4  h o u r
i n - p e r s o n  t r a i n i n g .  
     I n  2 0 2 2 ,  T W R A  h o s t e d  t h e  1 5 t h  S t a t e
N A S P  C h a m p i o n s h i p s .  1 , 5 0 0  s t u d e n t s
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  e v e n t ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g
8 0  s c h o o l s .  T h i s  y e a r ,  t h e  A g e n c y  a l s o
a w a r d e d  $ 1 , 0 0 0  r e i m b u r s a b l e  g r a n t s  t o
1 0  n e w  s c h o o l s  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  t h e
p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e  N A S P  a r c h e r y
e q u i p m e n t  k i t .  

K i d ' s  F i s h i n g  E v e n t s  
     I n t r o d u c i n g  y o u t h  t o  a d v e n t u r e s  i n
t h e  o u t d o o r s  i s  o n e  o f  o u r  f a v o r i t e  t h i n g s
t o  d o .  F o r  t h e  2 0 2 1 - 2 2  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  T W R A
s t o c k e d  5 3 , 0 0 0  p o u n d s  o f  c h a n n e l  c a t f i s h
i n t o  8 0  b o d i e s  o f  w a t e r  s t a t e w i d e .  Y o u t h
f i s h i n g  e v e n t s  w e r e  h o s t e d  a t  a l m o s t  a l l
o f  t h o s e  l o c a t i o n s ,  w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  1 1 , 0 0 0
y o u t h  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 8 %
o f  t h e  y o u t h  c a u g h t  a t  l e a s t  o n e  f i s h ,  a n d
t h e s e  s t o c k e d  l o c a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  t o
p r o v i d e  a  f i s h e r y  f o r  m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e
e v e n t .  

F i s h i n g  1 0 1
     F i s h i n g  1 0 1  e v e n t s  a r e  h e l d
t h r o u g h o u t  T e n n e s s e e  a t  T W R A
C o m m u n i t y  F i s h i n g  L a k e s  i n  M e m p h i s ,
N a s h v i l l e ,  C h a t t a n o o g a ,  a n d  M a r y v i l l e ,  a s
w e l l  a s  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e
p u b l i c .  T W R A  t a u g h t  m o r e  t h a n  5 0
c l a s s e s  i n  2 0 2 2 ,  w h i c h  f e a t u r e d  s k i l l s  l i k e
o p e r a t i o n  o f  a  s p i n  c a s t  r o d  a n d  r e e l ,
c a s t i n g  a c c u r a c y ,  r i g g i n g  t h e  r o d  w i t h
h o o k s ,  s i n k e r s ,  f l o a t s ,  o r  o t h e r  n e c e s s a r y
t e r m i n a l  t a c k l e ,  b a i t i n g  h o o k s ,  c a t c h i n g
f i s h ,  r e m o v i n g  f i s h  f r o m  h o o k s ,  f i s h  c a r e
a n d  w h e n  r e q u e s t e d  h o w  t o  c l e a n  a  f i s h
t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  c o o k i n g .  
     T W R A  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  O u t d o o r  A f r o ,
t h e  A b u n d a n t  L i f e  A d v e n t u r e  C l u b ,
M i d d l e  T e n n e s s e e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e  a t  M a r t i n ,  a n d
o t h e r  s c h o o l  g r o u p s .  

Photo: David Fuzzell
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     T h e  T e n n e s s e e  W i l d l i f e  M a g a z i n e  i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p u b l i c a t i o n
o f  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  W i l d l i f e  R e s o u r c e s  A g e n c y  w i t h  2 1 5 , 0 0 0
s u b s c r i b e r s .  P u b l i s h e d  q u a r t e r l y ,  i t  p r o v i d e s  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  a l l
s p e c i e s  o f  w i l d l i f e  i n  o u r  s t a t e ,  h u n t i n g  a n d  f i s h i n g
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  w i l d  g a m e  r e c i p e s ,  a n d  p e r s o n a l  s t o r i e s  t h a t
w a r m  t h e  h e a r t .  
     T W R A  a l s o  p u b l i s h e s  3 5 0 , 0 0 0  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  T e n n e s s e e
H u n t i n g  &  T r a p p i n g  G u i d e  a n d  3 5 0 , 0 0 0  c o p i e s  o f  t h e
T e n n e s s e e  F i s h i n g  G u i d e  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  r u l e s  a n d
r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  t o  e n s u r e  T e n n e s s e a n s  h a v e
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y  n e e d .  

T W R A ' S  W E B S I T E  H A S  4  M I L L I O N  V I S I T O R S  A N N U A L L Y  A T
W W W . T N W I L D L I F E . O R G

I N S T A G R A M :  4 2 . 5 K  F O L L O W E R S

F A C E B O O K :  2 2 7 K  F O L L O W E R S

Y O U T U B E :  O V E R  1 M  V I E W S

T W I T T E R :  1 5 K  F O L L O W E R S

@ T N W I L D L I F E R E S O O U R C E S A G E N C Y

@ T N W I L D L I F E@ T N W I L D L I F E

@ T N W I L D L I F E

     T h e  T W R A  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  O u t r e a c h  d i v i s i o n  i s
c o m m i t t e d  t o  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  w i t h  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y
n e e d .  O v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  2 0 2 2 ,  s t a f f  p u b l i s h e d  n e a r l y  1 0 0  p r e s s
r e l e a s e s ,  r e s p o n d e d  t o  p r e s s  r e q u e s t s ,  m a n a g e d  s o c i a l  m e d i a
p l a t f o r m s ,  a n d  a s s i s t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  A g e n c y  r e p o r t s
a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  T h e  d i v i s i o n  a l s o  h o s t e d  o r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n
h u n d r e d s  o f  o u t r e a c h  e v e n t s  i n c l u d i n g  s c h o o l  c a r e e r  d a y s ,
c o u n t y  f a i r s ,  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  c l a s s e s .



Tennessee
WildCast shoot
at Hatfield Knob
Elk Viewing
Tower with Elk
Biologist,
Dr.Brad Miller.



     T h e  w e e k l y  W i l d C a s t  p o d c a s t
f e a t u r e s  y o u r  h o s t ,  J a s o n  H a r m o n ,
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  M a n a g e r ,  a n d  D o n
K i n g ,  M u l t i m e d i a  D e v e l o p m e n t  C h i e f
a n d  l o n g t i m e  “ V o i c e  o f  t h e  T W R A . ”  T h e y
b r i n g  t o  t h e  a i r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  g u e s t s
c o v e r i n g  a  w i d e  a r r a y  o f  o u t d o o r
c o n t e n t  f r o m  f i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g ,  b o a t i n g ,
w i l d l i f e  w a t c h i n g ,  w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t
a n d  s o  m u c h  m o r e  e v e r y  w e e k .
     O t h e r  r e g u l a r  c o - h o s t s  i n c l u d e  t h e
r e g i o n a l  T W R A  I n f o r m a t i o n  S p e c i a l i s t s ,
A m y  S p e n c e r ,  c o v e r i n g  W e s t  T e n n e s s e e ,
B a r r y  C r o s s  i n  M i d d l e  T e n n e s s e e ,  M i m e
B a r n e s ,  f r o m  t h e  C u m b e r l a n d  P l a t e a u
a r e a  a n d  M a t t  C a m e r o n ,  w i t h  E a s t
T e n n e s s e e  n e w s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n .
     T h e  s h o w  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  i n s i g h t  i n t o
t h e  w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t  d e c i s i o n s
b e i n g  m a d e  b y  o u r  g o v e r n i n g  b o a r d ,
T h e  T e n n e s s e e  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e
C o m m i s s i o n ,  a n d  A g e n c y  l e a d e r s h i p
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  T W R A  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r .  
     A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  b r o a d c a s t ,  w e  o f f e r
t h e  v i d e o  p o d c a s t  o n  Y o u T u b e  a n d
g o v e r n m e n t  a c c e s s  T V  a s  a  w a y  t o
r e a c h  m o r e  a u d i e n c e s .  W e  d e l i v e r
W i l d C a s t  t o  2 4  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e
s t a t e  f r o m  B r i s t o l  t o  M e m p h i s .  A l o n g
w i t h  t h e  f u l l  b r o a d c a s t ,  m a n y  o f  t h e s e
s t a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  o u r  D a i l y  W i l d C a s t
X t r a ,  a  5 - m i n u t e  v e r s i o n  f e a t u r i n g  f r e s h
o u t d o o r  c o n t e n t  e a c h  d a y .

3 5T W R A   |  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 2

TENNESSEE WILDCAST  
C e l e b r a t i n g  5  y e a r s  o n  a i r  w i t h  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  o u t d o o r s  s t o r i e s !
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GENERAL FISHING 31,627

AVID ANGLER 15,946

10 DAY GENERAL FISHING 12,343

SPORTSMAN 11,219

10 DAY AVID ANGLER 4,051

ANNUAL GENERAL FISHING 2,549

3 DAY REELFOOT ANGLER 2,266

SMALL GAME HUNTER 1,603

WATERFOWL 1,097

7 DAY BIG GAME 1,047

7 DAY SMALL GAME 640

7 DAY REELFOOT WATERFOWL 571

2022 SALES AND REVENUE 
T O T A L  S Y S T E M  R E V E N U E :  
$ 5 8 , 0 4 1 , 1 0 8

B O A T  R E G I S T R A T I O N S :
4 4 , 5 7 8

H A R D  C A R D S  S O L D :
2 5 8 , 2 5 8

D O N A T I O N S :
$ 2 0 9 , 3 7 3

2 0 2 2  M O N T H L Y  S A L E S

T W R A  c u s t o m e r s  c a n  p u r c h a s e
l i c e n s e s  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  o r  t h e y  c a n

s e l e c t  f r o m  o u r  a c t i v i t y  p a c k a g e s ,
w h i c h  o f f e r  a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y

l i c e n s e s  f o r  t h a t  a c t i v i t y .

2 0 2 2  A c t i v i t y  P a c k a g e s  S o l d :
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T W R A  R E A L  E S T A T E :

     T h e  F e d e r a l  A i d  a n d  R e a l  E s t a t e
D i v i s i o n  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  n e w
p r o p e r t i e s  t o  e n s u r e  T e n n e s s e a n s  h a v e
a c c e s s  t o  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  t o  e x p a n d  w i l d l i f e
h a b i t a t .  

I n  2 0 2 2 ,  T W R A  a c q u i r e d :
•  1 9  w e t l a n d  a c r e s  a t  T i g r e t t  W M A
•  2 1 9  w e t l a n d  a c r e s  a t  W o l f  R i v e r  W M A
•  2 3  u p l a n d  a c r e s  a t  M t .  R o o s e v e l t  W M A
•  4 3 , 6 1 1  u p l a n d  a c r e s  a t  N o r t h
C u m b e r l a n d  W M A
•  1 1 , 7 4 5  u p l a n d  a c r e s  a t  S k i n n e r  M o u n t a i n
W M A
•  3 9  u p l a n d  a c r e s  a t  C h a r l o t t e  A n n
F i n n e l l  W M A  
•  1 , 4 3 4  u p l a n d  a c r e s  a t  B u f f a l o  R i d g e
R e f u g e  

     T W R A  a l s o  c o n t i n u e d  w o r k  t o
p u r c h a s e  l a r g e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  e a s e m e n t s
( C E )  w i t h  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  p u r c h a s e d
a t  N o r t h  C u m b e r l a n d  W M A .  T h e  l a n d s
w e r e  c o n s e r v e d  i n  p e r p e t u i t y  a n d  a d d e d
t o  t h e  T W R A ’ s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  l a n d s
p o r t f o l i o .  
     T h e  C h i e f  o f  F e d e r a l  A i d  a n d  R e a l
E s t a t e  w r o t e ,  s u b m i t t e d ,  a n d
a d m i n i s t r a t e d  m o r e  t h a n  $ 2  m i l l i o n  i n
c o m p e t i t i v e  g r a n t  f u n d i n g  f o r  v a r i o u s
T W R A  a c t i v i t i e s .  

W I L D L I F E  F U N D I N G

B O A T I N G  F U N D I N G

TWRA FINANCIALS  
     T h e  T e n n e s s e e  W i l d l i f e  R e s o u r c e s
A g e n c y  i s  p r i m a r i l y  f u n d e d  b y  t h e
s a l e s  o f  h u n t i n g  a n d  f i s h i n g  l i c e n s e s
a n d  b o a t  r e g i s t r a t i o n s .  W e  r e c e i v e
f e d e r a l  m a t c h  d o l l a r s  b a s e d  o n
l i c e n s e  s a l e s  t o  s u p p o r t  h u n t e r
e d u c a t i o n ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  a n d
r e s e a r c h .  
     F e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  s o u r c e s  i n c l u d e :
T h e  U S  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e ,  U S
C o a s t  G u a r d ,  T e n n e s s e e  V a l l e y
A u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  t h e  U S  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .  
T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  r e v e n u e  c o m i n g  i n t o
t h e  A g e n c y  i s  d e s i g n a t e d  i n t o  2  f u n d s :
W i l d l i f e  a n d  B o a t i n g .   
 

 



T E N N E S S E E  W I L D L I F E  R E S O U R C E S  A G E N C Y
5 1 0 7  E d m o n d s o n  P i k e ,  N a s h v i l l e ,  T N  3 7 2 1 1
6 1 5 - 7 8 1 - 6 5 0 0

R E G I O N A L  O F F I C E S :

W E S T  T N
2 0 0  L o w e l l  T h o m a s  D r i v e ,  J a c k s o n ,  T N  3 8 3 0 1
P h o n e :  7 3 1 - 4 2 3 - 5 7 2 5

M I D D L E  T N
5 1 0 5  E d m o n d s o n  P i k e ,  N a s h v i l l e ,  T N  3 7 2 1 1
P h o n e :  6 1 5 - 7 8 1 - 6 6 2 2

C U M B E R L A N D  P L A T E A U
4 6 4  I n d u s t r i a l  B l v d . ,  C r o s s v i l l e ,  T N  3 8 5 5 5
P h o n e :  9 3 1 - 4 8 4 - 9 5 7 1

E A S T  T N
3 0 3 0  W i l d l i f e  W a y ,  M o r r i s t o w n ,  T N  3 7 8 1 4
P h o n e :  4 2 3 - 5 8 7 - 7 0 3 7

Q U E S T I O N S ?
E m a i l :  A s k . T W R A @ T N . g o v
W e b :  T N W i l d l i f e . o r g

E V E N T S  A N D  L I C E N S E S :
G o O u t d o o r s T e n n e s s e e . c o m

M O B I L E  A P P :
T W R A  O n  T h e  G o

STAY CONNECTED 

Eastern Bluebird: Frank Snyder



T E N N E S S E E  W I L D L I F E  R E S O U R C E S  A G E N C Y
A U T H O R I Z A T I O N  N O .  3 2 8 6 6 6 ,  1 , 0 0 0  C O P I E S
F E B R U A R Y ,  2 0 2 3 .  T H I S  P U B L I C  D O C U M E N T  W A S
P R O M U L G A T E D  A T  A  C O S T  O F  $ 2 . 3 4  P E R  C O P Y .  


