Q: What other types of maintenance can I do

A:

around my home?

Firewise also recommends homeowners
clean their roofs and gutters of all leaves,
needles, twigs or anything else that can
burn. During a wildfire, sparks and embers
can become airborne—carried by the wind—
for up to several miles ahead of the fire.
Should one of these embers land in a gutter
or on a roof laden with debris, it can ignite
causing fire to spread rapidly into the attic.
Dead grasses, flowers, vines, etc. should be
cleared well away from the house as well,
since these can also ignite and spread to the
foundation. Also remove leaves from
underneath decks (it’s a good idea to screen
underneath decks and porches) and keep
any firewood well away from the house. The
heat generated by a burning woodpile can be
too intense for firefighters to get near your
home. And be sure to keep propane tanks
cleaned around and visible. The same goes
for your address: make sure fire crews can
locate your home in an emergency.

If you have additional questions contact your
local Tennessee Division of Forestry Office.

Recommended Safety Tips

Know the safe way to operate and maintain
the hand tools and power tools you will use.

Eye injuries are common when working
around brush—wear safety glasses.

Wear a hardhat to protect yourself from
falling branches and debris.

Wear gloves to protect your hands.

Watch out for stinging insects and poisonous
snakes.

Boots with good lugged soles are important,
especially on steep slopes.

Drink plenty of water to prevent heat
sicknesses.

Poison ivy is common. Best to wear long
sleeves and wash with soap immediately after
you quit working.

Brush can be removed any time of year, but
October- June is best due to safety concerns.

Following the guidelines presented in this brochure
does not guarantee that a wildfire will not cause damage
to your home or property, but the significance of their
impact will be lessened. All plants have the potential to
burn. This brochure focuses on those native species that
are the most flammable. You can obtain more
information on Firewise practices and flammable plants

by visiting www.BurnSafeTn.org.
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Brush Removal Guidelines

Getting rid of the flammable brush around your
home is important to protect it from wildfire. But
not all brush creates the same fire problem. This
guide will show you the common types of brush
that are the most important to remove. Just how
far away to remove brush from your home
depends on many factors. The Firewise program
recommends removing brush back at least 30 feet
from your house.

What to remove? The plants that keep their leaves
all year around are usually the ones that are the
most flammable. Trees and shrubs that drop their
leaves in the fall usually do not pose a problem
(their leaves do need to be raked away from
structures, though!). The common plants that need
to be cut and removed are:
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While not truly brush, any small pine, juniper, or
hemlock trees are extremely flammable and
should be removed.

How to remove brush? If only a few stems need
to be cut, a bow saw or hand saw should work
just fine. However, if there is a lot to be cut, its
best to use a chain or brush saw. Chain and brush
saws both require special training to safely use
them.

What to do with the brush? If only a little
brush has been cut, it might be the easiest to drag
the pieces 100 or more feet away. If there is a lot
to dispose of, chipping is usually best. Chips can
be blown back into the woods or hauled away.
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Questions and Answers

Does this mean I have to cut everything
around my home?

Absolutely not. Firewise recommendations
call for creation of a “defensible space”
around your home. Defensible space means
it is open enough and cleared of enough
flammable plants and debris to prevent the
spread of fire to your home and that it allows
ample room—a minimum of 30 feet on flat
ground—for fire fighters to work around
your home. (However, the steeper the slope,
the more defensible space you will need).
The most common examples of flammable
plants are laurel (ivy), rhododendron,
azalea, and any of the various pine and
juniper species. It should be understood that
a specimen or two of any of these types of
plants located a safe distance from your
home, so as not to carry the fire anywhere
near your house, is acceptable. And every
large pine tree around your house need not
be cut down: simply reduce the number of
those located within 100-feet of the house so
that the tops of remaining pines are 20-feet
apart. Be sure that the tree tops are not
overhanging your house—especially near
your chimney—and remove the lower limbs
to at least 12 feet off the ground.

What is Firewise anyway?

Firewise is the name given to a program
developed to warn homeowners whose
homes are located in the Wildland Urban
Interface (WUI; the area where homes
intermix with forest) of the dangers wildfire
poses to their homes. Under the program,
WUI homeowners are encouraged to do
simple maintenance to their home and
surrounding landscape to lessen the threat
that their home will be destroyed by wildfire.
For more information about the Firewise

USA program, go to www.firewise.org.



