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Name Muna Olaniyi

Email molaniyi@fellow.bes.org

Phone (901) 877-4296

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Application Staff or Board Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep



Written Comment Dear Members of the Tennessee Public Charter Commission,

I am writing to you today as the lead founder of Empower Memphis Career
and College Prep, to express our heartfelt appreciation for considering our
application and to outline the profound impact our school could have on the
educational landscape in Memphis, Tennessee.

Empower Memphis is not just a school; it is a vision born out of a deep
commitment to providing our students with a transformative education that
prepares them not only for academic success but also for a lifetime of
meaningful contributions to our society. Our focus on career and college
preparation, starting at Kindergarten, aims to bridge the gap between
classroom learning and real-world application, equipping our students with
the skills, knowledge, and character to thrive in an ever-changing world.

The support we have garnered from our community has been
overwhelming and inspiring. Parents, community leaders, and education
advocates have rallied behind Empower Memphis, recognizing the
potential for positive change that our school represents. We are humbled
by this support and fully recognize the responsibility it brings to deliver an
exceptional educational experience.

As you deliberate on the approval of Empower Memphis Career and
College Prep, I kindly urge you to consider the transformative impact our
school could have on the lives of students and families in Memphis,
Tennessee. By granting us the opportunity to serve our community, you will
be contributing to a brighter future where innovation, aspiration, and
achievement thrive.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and dedication to fostering quality
education in our city. We eagerly await the chance to work collaboratively
with you in creating a lasting legacy of excellence.
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Name Ayo  Olaniyi

Email ayodele82@gmail.com

Phone (901) 378-9115

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the approval of
Empower Memphis Career and College Prep. As a dedicated member of
the community, I firmly believe that this school has the potential to make a
profound and positive impact on the lives of our students and the future of
education in Memphis.
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Name Nekishia Woods

Email nlwoods18@gmail.com

Phone (901) 289-7343

Resident District Status Non-district Resident

What is your resident district? District 4

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment As a parent with a student currently enrolled in 2nd grade, school choice
and high-quality school options are most important. I fully support Empower
Memphis Career and College Prep and the team that Muna has put
together. This school will give parents a high-quality school option when
considering education options for their children.
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Name Calandra Sales

Email drcalandrasales@gmail.com

Phone (256) 804-8158

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I vote YES for Empower! 
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Name Yetunde Adika 

Email afolamiyetunde@gmail.com

Phone (901) 335-8407

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I vote yes for Empower Memphis 
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Name Latetrica  Wilson

Email latetrica@yahoo.com

Phone (901) 219-1189

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment Empower Memphis Career and College Prep would be a great addition to
the community. Empower Memphis would give students a career-focus
curriculum that supports their future career path. 
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Name Joseph  Madison 

Email madisonjospeh26@gmail.com

Phone (901) 254-2154

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application LEA Staff Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I support Empower Memphis because we need more quality options for
K-8th students. I am a resident of the Historic Glenview Community, and I
think it would be nice to have a school in the community that offers a career
and college focus. 
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Name ShaRae Hicks 

Email characterimage10@gmail.com

Phone (901) 295-7606

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I really appreciate the opportunity in selecting an education opportunity that
may best fit my scholar.
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Name Elizabeth Johnson

Email Chloesmommy842@gmail.com

Phone (901) 930-3117

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I stand in support of the Empower Memphis Career and College Prep. In
the Greater Memphis area we have a plethora of challenges beckoning to
our youth, we really need good goal oriented schools to promote academic
enrichment to keep the students engaged to circumvent our youth from
being susceptible to improper influences. 
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Name Rebecca Conrad

Email rebecca@anfa.com

Phone (901) 277-2557

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment  I support Empower Memphis Career and College Prep and the
opportunities that will be available for the children of Memphis.
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Name Karlon Dallas-Dotson

Email dallasdotsonk@yahoo.com

Phone (901) 292-2851

Resident District Status Non-district Resident

Relationship to Application Other

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I vote yes Empower Memphis
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Name Meagan  Tate

Email meagantate16@gmail.com

Phone (901) 644-8738

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Application Staff or Board Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I fully support the mission and vision of Empower Memphis.  There is no
other school in the entire city of Memphis that will open up opportunities
like this for students. Students will have the opportunity to find out how to
match their talents and their career aspirations, and explore how their
academic classes support these aspirations. 

This school will be a game changer for students and their families. 
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Name Kelley Corbin

Email kcorbin@porterleath.org

Phone (901) 292-0755

Resident District Status Non-district Resident

What is your resident district? Collierville

Relationship to Application Other

What is your relationship to the
application?

I work in the community at a non-profit and have connections in education
to families and their needs.

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I'm in full support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep as a 
visionary new school dedicated to empowering children and families with
comprehensive career support throughout the child's foundational years. By
fostering a nurturing learning environment that seamlessly integrates
academic excellence with personalized career guidance, this innovative
educational trajectory promises to equip the next generation with the skills
and insights needed to thrive in an ever-evolving professional landscape.  
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Name Lareina Jackson

Email divineiceempress@gmail.com

Phone (901) 264-1030

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I have been homeschooling my child and the idea of having a school where
kids are able to have an idea of what they want to do when they finish
school is exciting.  And the fact that Empower Memphis is also helping
parents discover their paths is phenomenal. When kids see their parents
going back to school or getting prepared for a job opportunity it encourages
kids to do the same.
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Name Tracy Wright

Email wrighttracy67@gmail.com

Phone (901) 607-3857

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment Empower Memphis model is great. I have never heard of a school that
begins teaching about careers at the elementary school level. The kids
nowadays need this. With so much crime that is happening with our youth,
it is directly related to not knowing what to do. I am encouraged by the
opportunities that young kids will have through Empower Memphis.
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Name Danalyn Hypolite

Email dhypolite@bes.org

Phone (504) 258-2640

Resident District Status Non-district Resident

Relationship to Application Application Staff or Board Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment Hello. My name is Dr. Danalyn Hypolite and I have worked for the past year
with Mrs. Muna Olaniyi in her fellowship with Build Excel Sustain Inc. I have
worked directly in the capacity of her school design and strategy coach.
From the day that Mrs. Olaniyi determined the impact she wanted to have
on South Memphis/ Orange Mound, and the innovative way that she
wanted to elevate education in this region, she had my FULL support. As a
former charter authorizer, seeing a propsed school that would focus on
career exploration stating at age 5, made me smile. This is what charter
schools were founded to be. Innovative hubs for educational experiences
for children that are not currently offered. That is what Empower Memphis
is proposing-True Innovation in an area where underperformance is
rampant. Mrs. Olaniyi and her team have put in countless hours to ensure
that everything they propose will elevate the educational experience for
students and families in this community. Please vote to APPROVE
Empower Memphis Career and College Prep. 



Form Name: New Start Public Hearing Form - Written - Empower Memphis/MSCS
Submission Time: August 25, 2023 5:34 pm
Browser: Chrome Mobile 99.0.4844.59 / iOS
IP Address: 107.77.197.171
Unique ID: 1135523257
Location: 32.7797, -96.8022

Name Danalyn Hypolite

Email dhypolite@bes.org

Phone (504) 258-2640

Resident District Status Non-district Resident

Relationship to Application Application Staff or Board Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment Hello. My name is Dr. Danalyn Hypolite and I have worked for the past year
with Mrs. Muna Olaniyi in her fellowship with Build Excel Sustain Inc. I have
worked directly in the capacity of her school design and strategy coach.
From the day that Mrs. Olaniyi determined the impact she wanted to have
on South Memphis/ Orange Mound, and the innovative way that she
wanted to elevate education in this region, she had my FULL support. As a
former charter authorizer, seeing a propsed school that would focus on
career exploration stating at age 5, made me smile. This is what charter
schools were founded to be. Innovative hubs for educational experiences
for children that are not currently offered. That is what Empower Memphis
is proposing-True Innovation in an area where underperformance is
rampant. Mrs. Olaniyi and her team have put in countless hours to ensure
that everything they propose will elevate the educational experience for
students and families in this community. Please vote to APPROVE
Empower Memphis Career and College Prep. 
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Name Tylan Green

Email tylan27@gmail.com

Phone (901) 452-5013

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I support Empower Memphis and it should be approved.
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Name John Tester

Email john.tester@example.com

Phone (650) 251-5321

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment body content
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Name A A

Email as@gmail.com

Phone (650) 255-1510

Resident District Status Non-district Resident

Relationship to Application Other

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment A
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Name Binh Doan

Email binh.p.doan@gmail.com

Phone (603) 785-4076

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment Empower offers a school experience that currently does not exist for the
community it hopes to support and serve. Empower's emphasis on career
exploration helps contextualize the learning experience for students from a
young age and gives them access to experiences that can help them
cultivate a love and understanding of learning. Students and families from
the Orange Mound and South Memphis community deserve access to
innovative school models like Empower. 
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Name Melia Oliver

Email meliaoliver@yahoo.com

Phone (901) 340-7575

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Other

What is your relationship to the
application?

Other

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment Our city and state need more schools like Empower Memphis to encourage
our youth to have a focus not just on college prep, but also to be
encouraged to explore career based curriculum as well.
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Name Erika Blair

Email erikablair91@gmail.com

Phone (901) 896-7856

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment During Empower Memphis presentation at Porter Leath, I became
interested in the school because it provides skills to learn and work. I am in
support of the school.
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Name Jasmine Wilson

Email jazzyb48@hotmail.com

Phone (901) 649-8179

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment During Empower Memphis presentation at Porter Leath, I became
interested in the school because it provides exposure to careers early and
most schools do not do that.  I am in support of the school.
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Name Ashley Blair

Email ablair91@gmail.com

Phone (901) 338-8700

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment During Empower Memphis presentation at Porter Leath, I became
interested in the school because it provides  career exposure early.  I
support Empower Memphis.
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Name Marilyn  Perry

Email mperry09@outlook.com

Phone (901) 501-2578

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment During Empower Memphis presentation at Porter Leath, I became
interested in the school because it focused on careers. I like that children
can see careers that they may not know about. I am in support of the
school.
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Name Jameshea Moore

Email jamesheamoore@yahoo.com

Phone (901) 530-3366

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment During Empower Memphis presentation at Porter Leath, I became
interested in the school because I am looking for a good charter school
tailored to my child's needs. I am in support of Empower Memphis.
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Name Chermain Clark

Email chernicole4444@gmail.com

Phone (901) 661-3045

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment During Empower Memphis presentation at Porter Leath, I became
interested in the school because it provides different learning experiences
for children. I am in support of Empower Memphis.
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Name Lakeisha  McWright

Email lakeisha.mcwright@gmail.com

Phone (901) 483-6366

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment During the Empower Memphis presentation at Porter Leath, I became
interested in the school because it gives more opportunities for the kids. I
am in support of Empower Memphis.
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Name Adienne Christian

Email achristion12@yahoo.com

Phone (901) 480-1475

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment During the Empower Memphis presentation at Porter Leath, I became
interested in the school because it gives opportunities to students. I am in
support of Empower Memphis.
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Name Myiesha Barnes

Email tyunanna557@gmail.com

Phone (901) 865-8024

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment During the Empower Memphis presentation at Porter Leath, I became
interested in the school because of everything the school has to offer. It is a
better education for children. I am in support of Empower Memphis.
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Name Mickel Allen

Email missgemini0618@gmail.com

Phone (901) 273-6524

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment During the Empower Memphis presentation at Porter Leath, I became
interested in the school because of everything it has to offer. I am in
support of Empower Memphis.
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Name Kuyya Jones

Email kuyyajones@gmail.com

Phone (662) 392-2106

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment During the Empower Memphis presentation at Porter Leath, I became
interested in the school because it exposes children to careers early on,
and especially they are accepting of children with special needs.  I am in
support of Empower Memphis.
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Name Anika Chillis

Email anikachillis@gmail.com

Phone (901) 406-5865

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment During the Empower Memphis presentation at Porter Leath, I became
interested in the school because it gives career training opportunities to
children and families. I am in support of Empower Memphis.
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Name Chanel Rhodes

Email chanelrhodes15@gmail.com

Phone (901) 503-0945

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment During the Empower Memphis presentation at Porter Leath, I became
interested in the school because it focuses on careers and students need
to learn about this early. I am in support of Empower Memphis.
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Name Littie Simmons

Email lilisimmons4@gmail.com

Phone (901) 686-3005

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment During the Empower Memphis presentation at Porter Leath, I became
interested in the school because it studies career options and access to
internships. I am in support of Empower Memphis.
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Name Courtney  Nicholson

Email cnicholson084@gmail.com

Phone (901) 498-7684

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment During the Empower Memphis presentation at Porter Leath, I became
interested in the school because I liked everything about it. I am in support
of Empower Memphis.
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Name OLIVIA JACKSON

Email OLIVIAJACKSON226@GMAIL.COM

Phone (901) 215-7537

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I support Memphis Career and College Prep, first because I myself
attended both public and charter schools and even though the uniforms
and curriculum were total different, it was the structure that had an impact
on me. I will always remember that it will always stick with me. MBA was
my school they prepared me for the future instead of a public school. I
really can't say public school was too fun for me due to the uniforms, the
rules and regulations and even the classes were hard for me. That's just
my opinion :)

Let's help the future make a difference!
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Name LaQuita Perry

Email laquitareed@gmail.com

Phone (901) 679-6489

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I vote yes for Empower Memphis.
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Name Tashana Smith

Email tashana1@gmail.com

Phone (901) 896-4442

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I vote yes for Empower Memphis!
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Name Harold  Carruthers 

Email Hmcarruther@gmail.com

Phone (901) 677-2199

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I vote Yes for Empower Memphis. 



Form Name: New Start Public Hearing Form - Written - Empower Memphis/MSCS
Submission Time: August 29, 2023 9:52 pm
Browser: Mobile Safari 16.1 / iOS
IP Address: 73.252.67.196
Unique ID: 1136775540
Location: 34.9441, -89.8544

Name Earnestine  Reed

Email earnestinereed918@gmail.com

Phone (901) 667-5360

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I vote Yes for Empower Memphis.
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Name Ricky Stittams Jr.

Email Rickeystittiams@gmail.com

Phone (901) 605-6310

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I vote yes to Empower Memphis!
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Name Karisma Steward

Email karismasteward@icloud.com

Phone (901) 604-2400

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I vote Yes to Empower Memphis!
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Name Wanda  James

Email wandajames1952@yahoo.com

Phone (901) 488-9515

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I vote YES for Empower Memphis!
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Name James  Perry

Email laquitareed23@gmail.com

Phone (901) 679-6590

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I vote Yes for Empower Memphis.
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Name Angela  Mays

Email wallsmays@yahoo.com

Phone (901) 864-5335

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I vote Yes for Empower Memphis!



Form Name: New Start Public Hearing Form - Written - Empower Memphis/MSCS
Submission Time: August 29, 2023 10:00 pm
Browser: Mobile Safari 16.1 / iOS
IP Address: 73.252.67.196
Unique ID: 1136777112
Location: 34.9441, -89.8544

Name Dedriene Rogers

Email desrienerogers@yahoo.com

Phone (901) 331-2260

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I vote YES for Empower Memphis!
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Name Brandon  Rogers

Email irobot76@yahoo.com

Phone (901) 530-7788

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I vote Yes for Empower Memphis!
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Name Linda  Harrison

Email lindaharrison255@gmail.com

Phone (901) 233-4391

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I vote Yes for Empower Memphis!
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Name Marian  Kelley

Email marianikelley13@gmail.com

Phone (662) 400-2147

Resident District Status Non-district Resident

What is your resident district? Desoto Co.

Relationship to Application Application Staff or Board Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I vote Yes for Empower Memphis!
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Name Tim Roberts

Email tim.roberts@utk.edu

Phone (901) 435-7109

Resident District Status Non-district Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment Our organization supports Empower Memphis Career and College Prep
and the opportunities that will be available for the youth of Memphis.



Form Name: New Start Public Hearing Form - Written - Empower Memphis/MSCS
Submission Time: September 1, 2023 12:34 pm
Browser: Chrome 116.0.0.0 / Windows
IP Address: 216.37.85.238
Unique ID: 1137777130
Location: 35.1387, -90.0095

Name Hazel Moore

Email jackiedavismayo@bellsouth.net

Phone (901) 489-0073

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment Hello. My name is Hazel Moore and I born and raised right here in Orange
Mound, with over four decades of experience in education, I stand before
you today to emphasize the critical importance of Empower Memphis,
particularly its mission to establish a career and technical school at the
kindergarten level.  I have witnessed the struggles and challenges our
community faces firsthand. I have seen the potential that our young minds
hold, and I firmly believe that education is the key to unlocking that
potential. But it's not just any education; it's an education that aligns with
the evolving demands of the job market.
Empower Memphis recognizes this need and takes it a step further by
starting early, at the kindergarten level. Why is this crucial? It's because we
have a responsibility to nurture the talents and aspirations of our children
from the very beginning. By introducing career and technical education at
such a young age, we're empowering our kids to explore their interests,
develop critical skills, and envision a future filled with possibilities.
 Empower Memphis aims to bridge the gap between education and
employment. This initiative recognizes that our community needs a
workforce equipped with practical skills, and what better way to achieve
that than by instilling these skills right from the start?
In my four decades of experience in education, I have seen the potential for
greatness in every child. Now, with Empower Memphis, we have the
opportunity to provide them with the tools and resources they need to reach
that greatness. By investing in a career and technical school at the
kindergarten level, we are investing in the future of our community.
So, I urge you all to support Empower Memphis in its mission. Let's
empower our children, ignite their dreams, and build a brighter future for
Orange Mound and all of Memphis. Together, we can make a difference.
Thank you.
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Name Laquita Perry

Email laquitareed23@gmail.com

Phone (901) 679-6489

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep



Written Comment My name is Laquita Perry. Today, I want to share with you a story, a story
that echoes the experiences of countless individuals who grew up in places
like the Foote Homes community of South Memphis. I stand before you not
just as one voice but as a representative of those who, like me, missed out
on a chance at a brighter future due to the circumstances we were born
into. My journey, however, is not just about regrets; it's about the urgent
need for Empower Memphis and the transformative power of career and
technical education.
I was born and raised in an area plagued by poverty and where the schools
were struggling to provide quality education. The opportunities were limited,
and dreams often faded away unfulfilled. I vividly remember how it wasn't
until my junior year of high school that I truly understood the vast array of
career possibilities available. It was too late for me to make informed
choices, and I had to take a detour through life's challenges before
discovering my passion.
Almost thirty years later, here I am, with an unyielding desire to become a
nurse, driven by my work at a local hospital. It's a path I'm excited about,
but I can't help but wonder, what could my career projection have been if I
had the privilege of attending a school like Empower Memphis in my
formative years?
Empower Memphis represents more than just an institution; it symbolizes
hope, opportunity, and empowerment for generations to come. By
introducing career and technical education early on, it ensures that every
child in our community has the chance to explore their interests, discover
their potential, and dream big. It paves the way for them to make informed
decisions about their future, long before they reach that critical crossroads
in high school.
Imagine a child growing up in the same conditions I did, but with access to
Empower Memphis. They could explore fields like healthcare, technology,
or skilled trades from a young age. They could receive hands-on training,
mentorship, and a solid foundation that would propel them toward
successful careers and brighter futures. They would not have to wait until
their junior year of high school, like I did, to find their passion.
My story serves as a testament to the transformative power of education
and the importance of Empower Memphis. It's about breaking the cycle of
missed opportunities and shattered dreams. It's about giving every child in
our community a fighting chance, a chance to thrive, and a chance to
achieve their full potential.
Thank you.
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Name Lena Davis

Email mistyblue001@yahoo.com

Phone (901) 646-8307

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment Hello, my name is Lena. I am an Orange Mound resident and a mother of
two children. After reviewing state test scores there were no viable options
that did not involve sending my child to a failing school. One of my children
attends a charter school in Whitehaven. If she were to take the city bus, it
would take her 2 and a half hours to get there. As a result, I drive her to
school each and every day, which is about a twenty-minute drive. I make
this effort because I care about the education of my children.
My other son, who has an Individualized Education Plan (IEP), has
struggled with traditional schooling and  is currently enrolled in online
classes. 
The education within Memphis Shelby County Schools is not on par for
what our children need. I firmly believe that Empower Memphis is a
valuable option outside of traditional schools because it helps students like
my children learn about career options so they can make the connection of
what they are learning at school to what they want to become in the future.
Therefore, I am convinced that Empower Memphis represents a fantastic
opportunity for the students within our community.
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Name Rosie Britton

Email rbritton2@southwest.tn.edu

Phone (901) 562-4980

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment My name is Rosie Britton and I am the Director of K-12 Partnerships at
Southwest Community College, and I want to share with you why Empower
Memphis is an absolute game-changer for our community.
Empower Memphis is about bridging the gap between our K-12 education
system and higher education, creating a seamless path to success. It's
about providing our students with the right tools, skills, and knowledge they
need to excel, starting as early as kindergarten.
As the Director of K-12 Partnerships, I have seen firsthand how early
exposure to career and technical education can transform lives. It's about
guiding students towards their passions, helping them identify their
strengths, and aligning their education with their aspirations.
By implementing career and technical education from an early age,
Empower Memphis is not just building a brighter future for our students but
also for our workforce and our entire community. It's about preparing our
youth for the jobs of tomorrow, ensuring that they are ready to meet the
demands of a rapidly evolving job market.
With Empower Memphis, we are not just investing in education; we are
investing in economic prosperity, in community development, and in the
limitless potential of our young minds. It's a bold step forward, and one that
I, as the Director of K-12 Partnerships at Southwest Community College,
wholeheartedly endorse.
So, let us rally behind Empower Memphis, for it is a beacon of hope, a
bridge to opportunity, and a testament to our commitment to the success of
our community's future generations. Together, we can make education a
transformative force, ensuring that every child has the chance to thrive.
Thank you.
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Name Alice Lockett

Email allycaretn@gmail.com

Phone (901) 325-0044

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep



Written Comment Hello. My name is Allice Lockett, and I am the founder of Allycare, a home
care agency dedicated to providing compassionate support for the elderly
and disabled. Today, I stand before you to share my story and to express
my unwavering support for Empower Memphis Career and College Prep.
At the tender age of fifteen, I found myself facing an unexpected challenge
when I became pregnant with my daughter. The weight of this responsibility
forced me to make the painful decision to drop out of high school, as I
struggled to balance the demands of motherhood and my education. For
over two decades, I toiled tirelessly in various jobs, from Captain D's to
McDonald's, in order to provide for my family. It wasn't until I decided to
pursue my GED that I was granted the opportunity to break free from this
cycle. With my diploma in hand, I secured a position at a bank and finally
found a path to a better career.
However, my journey doesn't end there. My daughter faced her own set of
challenges with developmental and behavioral issues throughout her
schooling. She was repeatedly expelled from schools and was later
diagnosed with ADHD, ODD, and bipolar disorder, which ultimately led to
her battle with depression. As a mother, it was heartbreaking to witness her
struggles, especially when I lacked access to the necessary resources to
support her effectively. Today, my daughter is a stay-at-home mother to my
grandchild, unable to secure employment, and I find myself shouldering the
responsibility of providing for my granddaughter.
Now, the time has come for my granddaughter to chart her own path, and
Empower Memphis stands as the beacon of hope we've been searching
for. This institution offers a unique opportunity for young minds to explore
potential careers from an early age, including the possibility of taking over
my business or becoming an entrepreneur in her own right. What sets
Empower Memphis apart is its commitment to not only the students but
also their families. The school provides invaluable resources for families,
such as guidance on interview skills, resume writing, and even job
shadowing opportunities with local businesses.
Empower Memphis represents a revolutionary educational model, one that
Memphis has not seen before, particularly in its focus on career exploration
as early as Kindergarten. I wholeheartedly support this institution, as it not
only invests in its students but also in the community it serves. It's an
investment in the future of our children, our families, and our city.
In closing, I want to express my deepest gratitude for your time and
consideration. Empower Memphis is more than just a school; it's a lifeline
for families like mine, offering a chance at a brighter future and a stronger,
more empowered community. Thank you.
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Name Chandra King

Email ayochihair@gmail.com

Phone (901) 303-2344

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I support Empower Memphis Career and College Prep.
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Name Ivie Griggs

Email ivie.griggs@gmail.com

Phone (901) 273-5742

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I met members of Empower Memphis at PLC Orange Mound and I am
interested in my child to attend the school. 
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Name Kelsey Smith

Email kelseyrgoodman@gmail.com

Phone (330) 634-3372

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I met members of Empower Memphis at Porter Leath Center Orange
Mound. I am interested in my child attending this school as an option that
focuses on careers. 
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Name Shanika Moclin

Email lashalorea11992@gmail.com

Phone (901) 584-3787

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I met members of Empower Memphis at Porter Leath Center Orange
Mound. I am interested in my child attending this school as a school option
that focuses on careers. 
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Name Jasmine Luckett

Email kenyattagivhan30@gmail.com

Phone (901) 299-9227

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I met members of Empower Memphis at Porter Leath Center Orange
Mound. I am interested in my child attending this school as a school option
that focuses on careers. 
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Name Sonja Randall

Email sonja.randall@memphis.org

Phone (901) 331-3910

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I met members of Empower Memphis at Porter Leath Center Orange
Mound. I am interested in my child attending this school as an option that
focuses on careers. 
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Name Miriam Phillips

Email ms_mlp09@hotmail.com

Phone (901) 609-0320

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I met members of Empower Memphis at Porter Leath Center Orange
Mound. I am interested in my child attending this school as an option that
focuses on careers. 



Form Name: New Start Public Hearing Form - Written - Empower Memphis/MSCS
Submission Time: September 1, 2023 1:18 pm
Browser: Chrome 116.0.0.0 / Windows
IP Address: 216.37.85.238
Unique ID: 1137795492
Location: 35.1387, -90.0095

Name Kalynn Williams

Email kalynn.williams@yahoo.com

Phone (731) 506-9073

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I met members of Empower Memphis at Porter Leath Center Orange
Mound. I am interested in my child attending this school as an option that
focuses on careers. 
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Name Naomi  Taylor

Email naomitaylor43@gmail.com

Phone (901) 212-3342

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I met members of Empower Memphis at Porter Leath Center Orange
Mound. I am interested in my child attending this school as an option that
focuses on careers. 
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Name Crystal Jenkins

Email jenkinscrystal6830@gmail.com

Phone (901) 877-8865

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I would like to send my two children to Empower Memphis. Our children
need a school that connects the real world with education. This school will
do just that.
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Name Adrianna  Edwards

Email ztanazula@yahoo.com

Phone (901) 832-4667

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I like what Empower Memphis Career and College Prep has to offer. I will
send my child to this school when it opens.
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Name Travis Lowe

Email lowet964@gmail.com

Phone (901) 290-3537

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I think Empower Memphis will enable our children to see themselves in the
careers of the future. I approve this school.
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Name Anthony Davis

Email adavis10112@gmail.com

Phone (901) 316-7646

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I support Empower Memphis and believe it is a great school for our
community.
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Name Leslie Jones

Email lesliejones@outlook.com

Phone (901) 539-8794

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I support Empower Memphis. It sounds like a great school.
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Name Jane Solomon

Email j.starkz@yahoo.com

Phone (901) 276-8331

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I think that it is important that children learn about the opportunities that are
available early on in life. I support the mission of Empower Memphis.
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Name Portia Brown

Email portiabrown76@outlook.com

Phone (901) 681-5104

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment My three grandchildren will benefit from this school. Empower Memphis is a
game changer.
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Name Mashonda Moore

Email mmashonda@aol.com

Phone (901) 613-1640

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I support this school. Yes!
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Name Jordan Lewis

Email jordanlewis1096@outlook.com

Phone (901) 581-1097

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I look forward to partnering with Empower Memphis once the school opens.
It is a great opportunity for students in Orange Mound and South Memphis.
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Name Shaun Martin

Email supaflossy@yahoo.com

Phone (901) 648-2640

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I support Empower Memphis. I would like my children and nephews to go
to this school.
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Name Alexis   Black

Email azulii.zoltan@yahoo.com

Phone (901) 422-1019

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I truly enjoyed meeting the Empower Memphis team. I believe this school is
essential for my children. I support the school.
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Name Rasheed  Marvins

Email rmarvins@aol.com

Phone (901) 432-1831

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Prospective Parent

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I think it is important to have Empower Memphis as a school that brings
future goals to the forefront. I would send my children to this school.
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Name Alicia Densford

Email alicia@educationaccelerated.com

Phone (901) 634-8944

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Community Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment As someone who has dedicated their life to education and promoting
career growth through teaching and learning, I wholeheartedly endorse
Empower Memphis Career and College Prep for the positive change it will
bring to the students and families in Memphis.

With a goal to enhance academic achievement through a career mindset
starting as early as Kindergarten, Empower Memphis' tailored teaching
methods, engaging interest-based based study, and practical career
simulations will ensure students not only invest in their future but also gain
the confidence and determination to pursue their chosen career paths.
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Name Curtis Weathers

Email curtisweathers@bellsouth.net

Phone (901) 229-3045

Resident District Status District Resident

Relationship to Application Application Staff or Board Member

I wish to comment in support of Empower Memphis Career and College Prep

Written Comment I'm excited to be a part of the development and introduction of this school
to the Memphis community.  Can't wait to see this school open its doors
and watch the kids pour into the halls of Empower Memphis Career and
College Prep.  The parents and students are going to love the educational
experience waiting for them in the halls and classrooms of this soon-to-be
GREAT school.   Can't Wait!!


