
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 17, 2023

Media Contact:
Jessie Greene
Jessie.Greene@tn.gov
615.741.1318

Countdown to College. Last Call for Fall.
Tennessee Higher Education Commission Encourages Students

to Submit College Applications by March 31

NASHVILLE, TN – The Tennessee Higher Education Commission is designating March 20-31,
2023 as the “Countdown to College, Last Call for Fall,” in a push to encourage students to
apply to college, persist in their college coursework and obtain a degree.

“We are living in a time when all students will benefit from postsecondary education or training
beyond high school to achieve success and provide opportunities for advancement in that first
job and eventual promotion to higher salaries,” said Interim Executive Director Dr. Robert M.
Smith. “Most colleges and universities in Tennessee are still accepting applications, so it’s not
too late to pursue your dream of attending college.”

The Tennessee Higher Education Commission recently designated 2023 as a
momentum-building year in higher education with the primary goal of increasing the
college-going rate for the high school class of 2023 to at least 60 percent.

With Tennessee’s college-going rate trending downward over the past five years, we must all
work together to take swift action to inform and engage more students with the many
educational and job training options they have after high school.

The Tennessee Higher Education Commission has curated a number of resources for students
to support the college-going process. Whether their path is a university, community college or
technical college, THEC has a step-by-step guide to help students reach their goals.

Students can use our Last Call for Fall Application Video Toolkit to find online Tennessee college
applications, learn how to complete them, and discover which schools charge application fees.

https://www.collegefortn.org/the-college-going-proces/
https://www.collegefortn.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2022-2023-Spring-College-Application-Video-Toolkit.pdf


###

ABOUT THEC:

The Tennessee Higher Education Commission is relentlessly focused on increasing the number
of Tennesseans with a post secondary credential. We pursue this goal by innovating for student
access and success, creating a policy environment conducive to increased degree attainment,
and protecting students and consumers.

For more information on THEC and Tennessee’s Momentum Year, visit
https://www.collegefortn.org/tn-momentum-year/

https://www.tn.gov/thec/about-thec-tsac.html
https://www.collegefortn.org/tn-fafsa-challenge/

