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2026-31 Quality Assurance Funding Cycle
Standard 2: Student Success

Major Field Assessment: Approved Assessments
The Student Success: Major Field Assessment standard of Quality Assurance Funding is designed to provide incentives for institutions to improve the quality of major field programs as evaluated by the performance of graduates on approved examinations.  Undergraduates should be tested with an approved assessment, from the options below or with an approved locally developed assessment, in accordance with QAF guidelines.

	[bookmark: _Hlk39494304]Approved Major Field Assessments: Licensure Programs

	Academic Program
	Assessment

	Dental Hygiene
	Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations
National Board Dental Hygiene Examination

	Health Information
	American Health Information Management Association (AHIMA)

	Human Services
	Center for Credentialing and Education
Human Services Board Certified Practitioner

	Medical Laboratory Technology
	American Medical Technologies
Medical Laboratory Technologist Certification
OR
American Society for Clinical Pathology

	[bookmark: _Hlk39493806][bookmark: _Hlk39493815]Nursing
	National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCLEX)

	Occupational Therapy
	National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy
Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA);
OR
National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy
Occupational Therapists Registered (OTR)

	Ophthalmic Technician
	Joint Commission on Allied Heath Personnel in Ophthalmology
Certified Ophthalmic Technician

	Opticianry
	American Board of Opticianry
National Opticianry Competency Examination

	Physical Therapy
	Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy
National Physical Therapy Examination

	Radiology
	American Society of Radiologic Technologists
American Registry of Radiologic Technologist Examination

	Respiratory Care
	National Board of Respiratory Care
Certified Respiratory Therapist (CRT)
OR
National Board for Respiratory Care
Registered Respiratory Therapist (RRT)

	Surgical Technology
	National Board of Surgical Technology and Surgical Assisting

	Teacher Education
	Stanford Center for Assessment, Learning and Equity edTPA

	Approved Major Field Assessments: Programs Tested Once Per Cycle

	Programs/Subjects
	Assessment

	[bookmark: _Hlk39494417][bookmark: _Hlk39494470][bookmark: _Hlk39494426]Accounting
	Accreditation Council for Accountancy and Taxation (ACAT) 

	Administrative Assistant 
	Office Proficiency Assessment Certification (OPAC) 

	Architecture
	National Council of Architectural Registration Boards Architectural Registration Examination

	Automotive Technology
	National Institute for Automotive Service Excellence

	Business
	Peregrine Academic Services Business Administration Exam

	Chemistry
	American Chemical Society Examination 

	Computer and Information Sciences
	Institute of Certification of Computer Professionals Examination 
OR
Brainbench

	Computing Technology
	Computing Technology Industry Association Certification Exam

	Dental Assisting
	Dental Assisting National Board Certified Dental Assistant

	[bookmark: _Hlk39495590]Dietetics
	Commission on Dietetic Registration American Dietetics Exam 

	Emergency Medicine
	National Registry of Emergency Medicine Technicians Examination

	Engineering
	National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying 
OR
Society of Manufacturing Engineering Technical Certification Test

	Engineering Technology
	National Occupational Competency Testing Institute 
OR
National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies

	Industrial Technology
	Association of Technology, Management and Applied Engineering 

	Information Systems Technology
	CompTIA A+ Certification
OR
Microsoft Office Specialist Certification Exam

	Mechatronics Technology
	Seimens Mechatronics System Exam

	Office Administration
	International Association of Administrative Professionals 
Certified Professional Secretary Examination 

	Soil Science
	Soil Science Society of America

	Sports Medicine
	American College of Sports Medicine

	
	

	
Various

*Available to Community colleges only

	Educational Testing Service 
	1. Biology
	8. Mathematics

	2. Business
	9. Music

	3. Chemistry
	10. Physics

	4. Computer Science
	11. Political Science

	5. Criminal Justice
	12. Psychology

	6. Economics
	13. Sociology

	7. Literature in English
	




Area Concentration Achievement Test (ACAT)
	1. Agriculture*
	5. Criminal Justice*
	9. Political Science

	2. Biology
	6. Geology 
	10. Psychology

	3. Business*
	7. History
	11. Social Work

	4. Communication
	8. Literature in English
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