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Elementary Social Studies Instructional Materials Scoring Rubric 

Gateway: The publisher must provide a Tennessee standards alignment guide as a part of the scope and sequence for the materials. If this gateway is not 

met, the materials will not be scored. All Tennessee standards must be addressed within the material. If this is not met, the material will not pass review by 

the Tennessee Textbook and Instructional Materials Quality Commission.  

Introduction: 

The following Instructional Materials Scoring Rubric for Social Studies is designed to score materials in the following categories:  

• Alignment of Content 

• Instructional Focus 

• Social Studies Practices 

• Accessibility Features 

 

Scoring:  

Each section is to be scored using a 0, 1, or 2. Use the following scoring guideline.  

Tables 1-4:  

• 0: The standard is not present within the material. 

• 1: The standard is present within the material. The intent and /or frequency component of the standard is not fully met. 

• 2: A rating of 2 indicates the standard is present and all aspects of the standard are fully met.  
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Table 2: Instructional Focus 
Directions:  

Adhere to the provided rubric states for scoring. 

Indicator 0 1 2 Score Evidence 

Essential 

Questions 

Lacks essential 

questions, or 

questions that are 

fact-based and 

closed ended.  

Essential 

questions are 

present but lack 

depth, 

relevance, or 

alignment to 

standards. 

Text includes 

open-ended, 

thought-

provoking 

questions that 

encourage 

inquiry and align 

with big ideas.  

  

Supporting 

Questions 

Lacks supporting 

questions or 

relevance to 

compelling 

questions. 

Supporting 

questions are 

present but only 

partially develop 

key concepts or 

inquiry. 

Clear, scaffolded 

supporting 

questions build 

toward 

answering the 

compelling 

question. 

  

Student-

Centered 

Learning 

Materials are 

teacher-directed 

with no student 

autonomy or 

exploration. 

Materials 

include 

occasional 

student-

centered 

activities. 

Materials 

promote a 

student-

centered 

approach that 

promotes 

inquiry, choice, 

and 

collaboration, 

with materials 

designed to 

support 

exploration, 

critical thinking, 
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and real-world 

problem-solving. 

Disciplinary 

Literacy 

Lacks meaningful 

engagement with 

disciplinary literacy; 

focus is on rote 

memorization. 

Few 

opportunities for 

disciplinary 

thinking; tasks 

are often recall-

based or 

procedural. 

Students 

consistently 

engage in 

authentic 

disciplinary 

practices 

through inquiry, 

primary source 

analysis, and 

evidence-based 

writing. 

  

Multiple 

Perspectives 

and 

Narratives 

Materials lack 

diverse 

perspectives and 

experiences. 

Attempts to 

include diverse 

voices, but 

representation is 

limited. 

Meaningful 

inclusion of 

multiple 

perspectives is 

integrated into 

narratives 

  

Concepts 

before 

Vocabulary 

Emphasis on 

vocabulary 

memorization over 

conceptual 

understanding. 

In some 

instances, 

materials 

develop 

conceptual 

meaning first. 

In all instances, 

conceptual 

understanding is 

prioritized; 

vocabulary is 

introduced after 

students explore 

ideas. 

  

Connections 

across 

content ideas 

Content is 

presented in 

isolated segments 

and lacks 

connections across 

time, themes, or 

disciplines. 

Students are 

occasionally 

prompted to 

relate new 

content to prior 

knowledge or 

other disciplines, 

but support for 

The material 

consistently and 

intentionally 

connects key 

concepts across 

time periods, 

geographic 

regions, and 
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making these 

connections is 

limited. 

building on prior 

knowledge 

allowing 

students to 

deepen their 

understanding.  

Connections 

across 

disciplines 

Lacks connections 

with other subject 

areas. 

Basic or 

infrequent 

interdisciplinary 

connections. 

Strong, 

intentional 

connections to 

ELA, math, 

science, arts, 

etc., enhancing 

understanding. 

  

Review 

Opportunities  

Lacks built-in 

opportunities to 

review or reinforce 

concepts. 

Some reviews 

included but 

lacks variety or 

alignment with 

learning goals. 

Frequent and 

varied 

opportunities to 

review and 

reinforce key 

ideas and skills. 

  

Total  
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Table 3: Attending to the Social Studies Practices (SSPs) 
Directions:  
Adhere to the provided rubric states for scoring. 

Indicator 0 1 2 Score Evidence 

Information 

from various 

primary and 

secondary 

sources 

Relies of a single 

source or lacks 

source 

integration. 

Uses multiple 

sources 

inconsistently or 

with limited 

relevance. 

Effectively 

integrates a 

diverse range of 

relevant sources 

(e.g., texts, 

media, data, 

artifacts). 

  

Critically 

examine 

primary & 

secondary 

sources 

Lacks 

examination or 

reference to 

source types. 

Some attempt to 

differentiate or 

analyze sources 

but lacks depth 

or clarity. 

Provides clear 

opportunities to 

analyze, 

compare, and 

evaluate both 

primary and 

secondary 

sources. 

  

Organize data 

from variety 

sources 

Lacks student 

activity around 

information or 

data 

organization. 

Information & 

data from 

various sources 

are present but 

students are not 

asked to 

organize or 

analyze in any 

meaningful way.  

Students are 

asked to collect, 

sort, and 

interpret 

information & 

data from 

multiple sources 

to form insights. 

  

Construct and 

communicate 

ideas 

supported by 

evidence 

Students are not 

expected to 

justify their 

ideas with 

evidence or 

claims. 

Students are 

occasionally 

asked to use 

evidence to 

support their 

ideas, but tasks 

The material 

consistently 

engages 

students in 

developing 

claims, 
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may be 

formulaic, 

limited in rigor, 

or lacking in 

source diversity. 

arguments, or 

interpretations 

using relevant 

and credible 

evidence from 

primary and 

secondary 

sources. 

Develop 

historical 

awareness 

Lacks 

connection to 

historical 

context, change, 

or continuity. 

Limited 

attention to 

historical 

context or 

trends. 

Promotes deep 

understanding 

of historical 

change, 

continuity, and 

context over 

time. 

  

Develop 

geographic 

awareness 

Materials lack 

geographic 

thinking or map-

based analysis  

Some inclusion 

of geographic 

concepts, but 

lacks depth or 

integration 

Students actively 

engage with 

geographic tools 

and concepts to 

understand 

spatial 

relationships 

and patterns. 

  

Support for a 

focus SSP 

Lacks clear focus 

on any SSP 

Mentions or 

touches on an 

SSP but lacks 

consistent 

support. 

Clearly identifies 

and consistently 

supports a 

central SSP 

throughout the 

lesson or 

materials. 

  

Total  
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Table 4: Accessibility Features 
Directions:  

• 0: The standard is not present within the material 

• 1: The standard is present within the material. The intent and/or frequency component of the standard is not fully met. 

• 2: A rating of a 2 indicates the standard is present and all aspects of the standard are fully met.  

Digital Materials 0 1 2 Evidence 

All lessons within the materials are available in digital form and 

include a printable option. 

    

In every lesson, materials include recommended supports, 

accommodations, and modifications for Students with Disabilities 

and English language learners that will support their regular and 

active participation on grade level material (e.g., modifying 

vocabulary words within word problems, sentence starters, etc.).  

    

Total  

 


