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Annual Monthly Income in Dollars 

These two charts set forth the income and resource levels that applicants must meet before they can 
be determined eligible for TennCare. 

Family 
Size   100% 120% 133% 135% 142% 195% 200% 211% 250% 

1 
Monthly: 1,064 1,276 1,415 1,436 1,510 2,074 2,127 2,244 2,659 
Yearly: 12,760 15,312 16,971 17,226 18,120 24,882 25,520 26,924 31,900 

2 
Monthly:  1,437 1,724 1,911 1,940 2,041 2,802 2,874 3,032 3,592 
Yearly:  17,240 20,688 22,930 23,274 24,481 33,618 34,480 36,377 43,100 

3 
Monthly: 1,810 2,172 2,408 2,444 2,571 3,530 3,620 3,820 4,525 
Yearly: 21,720 26,064 28,888 29,322 30,843 42,354 43,440 45,830 54,300 

4 
Monthly: 2,184 2,620 2,904 2,948 3,101 4,258 4,367 4,607 5,459 
Yearly: 26,200 31,440 34,846 35,370 37,204 51,090 52,400 55,282 65,500 

5 
Monthly: 2,557 3,068 3,401 3,452 3,631 4,986 5,114 5,395 6,392 
Yearly: 30,680 36,816 40,805 41,418 43,566 59,826 61,360 64,735 76,700 

6 
Monthly: 2,930 3,516 3,897 3,956 4,161 5,714 5,860 6,183 7,325 
Yearly: 35,160 42,192 46,763 47,466 49,928 68,562 70,320 74,188 87,900 

7 
Monthly: 3,304 3,964 4,394 4,460 4,691 6,442 6,607 6,971 8,259 
Yearly: 39,640 47,568 52,722 53,514 56,289 77,298 79,280 83,641 99,100 

8 
Monthly: 3,677 4,412 4,890 4,964 5,221 7,170 7,354 7,758 9,192 
Yearly: 44,120 52,944 58,680 59,562 62,651 86,034 88,240 93,094 110,300 
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Category Program  Description Income Limit 

Children 

Age 0-19 
Low income children age 0 up to 1st birthday 195% of the poverty level - No resource test 
Low income children age 1 to 6th birthday 142% of the poverty level - No resource test  
Low income children age 6 to 19th birthday 133% of the poverty level - No resource test  

Child Medically 
Needy 

Children up to age 21. Must either have low income OR have sufficient 
unreimbursed medical bills to spend down to requisite income limits. 

Monthly spend-down levels of $241 (1), 
$258 (2), $317 (3), $325 (4), $392 (5), $408 
(6), $467 (7), or $517 (8)  
Resource: $2,000 (1), $3,000 (2), add $100 
per additional individual  

Standard 
Uninsured 

Children under age 19 who do not have access to insurance. 
Category is only open to children who lose Medicaid 
eligibility and rollover into Standard. 

Below 211% of the poverty level No 
resource test 

Standard 
Medically Eligible 

Children under age 19 who do not have access to insurance and who have 
health conditions that make the child uninsurable.  
Category is only open to children who lose Medicaid eligibility and rollover 
into Standard. 

211% of the poverty level or above. 

CoverKids Available to children under age 19 and to the unborn children of women not 
eligible under another TennCare category. 

At or below 250% poverty level  
No resource test 

Families 
Caretaker Relative Available to parents and caretaker relatives of dependent children under age 

18 or is 18 and a full-time student for the parent to qualify.   

Monthly income levels of $1,018 (1), $1,329 
(2), $1,611 (3), $1,867 (4), $2,102 (5), 
$2,320 (6), $2,524 (7), or $2,718 (8) 
No resource test 

Transitional / 
Extended 
Medicaid 

Children and caretaker relatives who lose Medicaid due to an increase in 
income or spousal support. 

Criteria for Caretaker Relative for 3 of the 
last 6 months immediately preceding the 
month eligibility is lost 

Women 

Pregnant 
Low income pregnant women. 
NOTE: Newborns born to Medicaid –eligible women are 
deemed eligible for one year. 

195% of the poverty level No resource test   

Pregnant 
Medically Needy 

Pregnant women. Must either have low income OR have sufficient 
unreimbursed medical bills to spend down to requisite income limits. 

Monthly spend-down levels of  
$241 (1), $258 (2), $317 (3), $325 (4), $392 
(5), $408 (6), $467 (7), or $517 (8) 
Resource: $2,000 (1), $3,000 (2), add $100 
per additional individual   

Aged, 
Blind, 

Disabled  

SSI (Supplemental 
Security Income) 

Active: Low income aged, blind, or disabled recipients of federal SSI cash 
payments as determined by SSA 
*Eligibility for SSI is determined by the Social Security Administration (SSA). 

$783 per month (1), $1,175 (2)  
Resource: $2,000 (1), $3,000 (2) 

Institutional 
Medicaid  

Low income individuals who require care in a medical institution, like a 
nursing facility or hospital, or intermediate care facility for individuals with 
intellectual disabilities or who receive Home and Community-Based Services 
in their home. 

$2,349 per month Resource: $2,000  

SSI Related 
(Pickle/Pass-

Along, Disabled 
Adult child, 

Widow/Widower) 

Pickle/Pass Along: Lost SSI since April 1977 due to OASDI cost-of-living 
increase.  
DAC: Lost SSI since July 1987 due to receipt/increase of DAC benefits. 
Widow/Widower: Lost SSI since 1984 due to receipt of OASDI from deceased 
spouse, does not receive Medicare Part A, and is at least age 50 and up to 
age 65. 

$783 per month (1), $1,175 (2)  
 
Resource: $2,000 (1), $3,000 (2) 

Breast or Cervical 
Cancer 

Individuals under 65 who are not eligible for any other category of Medicaid 
and have been diagnosed as the result of a screening at a Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) site. 

250% of the poverty level No resource test   

Adults - 
Foster 
Care 

Former Foster 
Care up to Age 26 

Individuals under age 26 who aged out of foster care in Tennessee and who 
received TennCare Medicaid at that time. No income or resource test 

Medicare 
Cost 

Sharing 

QMB 
Qualified Medicare Beneficiary 
TennCare pays Medicare premiums, deductibles and co-insurance for those 
eligible for Medicare. 

Up to 100% of the poverty level  
Resource: $7,860 (1), $11,800 (2) 

SLMB Specified Low Income Medicare Beneficiaries  
TennCare pays Medicare Part B premiums only. 

At least 100% but less than 120% of the 
poverty level  
Resource: $7,860 (1), $11,800 (2) 

QI 1 
Qualified Individuals  
TennCare pays Medicare Part B premiums only. 
*Individual can’t be eligible for another category of Medicaid at the same time. 

At least 120% but less than 135% of the 
poverty level  
Resource: $7,860 (1), $11,800 (2) 

QDWI 
Qualified Disabled Working Individual   
TennCare pays Medicare Part A buy-in for individuals who are no longer 
entitled to premium-free Medicare Part A because they returned to work. 

Not more than 200% of the poverty level  
Resource: $4,000 (1), $6,000 (2)  


