
 

Tennessee Emergency Management Agency 
3041 Sidco Drive • Nashville, TN 37204 • Tel: 615-741-0001 • tn.gov/TEMA 

 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Dean Flener 
June 27, 2019 OFFICE: 615-741-0430 

 
TEMA,TFACA ADVANCE HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

CERTIFICATION OPTIONS FOR TENNESSEE RESPONDERS  
 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Tennessee emergency managers, firefighters, and first responders now 
have expanded certification and training options in hazardous materials response through a 
new agreement between the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency (TEMA) and the 
Tennessee Fire Service and Codes Enforcement Academy (TFACA). 
 
The TEMA and TFACA agreement allows emergency responders to take hazardous materials 
certification courses through either agency and receive reciprocal certification recognition. 
This will allow emergency responders to be part of a hazardous materials operations 
response team and qualify for training as a hazardous materials technician. 
 
“Through this agreement, Tennessee’s firefighters and emergency responders now have a 
streamlined training option that will equip them with the knowledge needed in situations 
involving hazardous materials,” said Tennessee Department of Commerce and Insurance 
Interim Commissioner and State Fire Marshal Carter Lawrence.  “This agreement helps 
ensure first responders are being taught consistent, relevant information to help better 
protect their communities across Tennessee.” 
 
Both TEMA and TFACA will submit their hazardous material course curricula to the 
Tennessee Firefighting Personnel Standards and Education Commission to demonstrate the 
training requirements meet federal standards.  Both agencies will maintain emergency 
responder training records and make those records available to each other to ensure 
certification continuity. 
 
“Tennessee has a history, going back to the Waverly train disaster of 1978, of leading the 
nation in hazardous materials response and training,” said TEMA Director Patrick Sheehan. 
“TEMA’s partnership with TFACA builds on this tradition and more importantly, allows 
emergency responders to better serve Tennesseans in life-threatening situations involving 
hazardous materials” 

 
Prior to this agreement, TEMA and TFACA only provided hazardous materials training credit 
for courses delivered within each organization.  Now, training will be standardized to meet the 
requirements of each agency toward helping emergency responders receive hazardous 
materials certification. 
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“With the new agreement, hazardous materials training courses will be accepted by both TEMA 
and TFACA, and the duplication of record-keeping and tracking will be minimized,” said Joe 
Kennedy, a TEMA hazardous materials specialist.  “This will help us avoid instances where an 
emergency responder takes a required course at TFACA but TEMA can’t credit the course in our 
records because training reciprocity wasn’t in place between the two agencies.” 
 
Emergency responders with questions about hazardous materials training should work through 
their internal training coordinator for their agencies and departments.    
 
About the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency: TEMA’s mission is to coordinate 
preparedness, response and recovery from man-made, natural and technological hazards in a 
professional and efficient manner in concert with our stakeholders. Follow TEMA on Facebook, 
LinkedIn, and Twitter, and, at www.tn.gov/tema. 
 
About the Tennessee Fire Service and Codes Enforcement Academy: The Tennessee Fire 
Service and Codes Enforcement Academy is a division of the Tennessee State Fire Marshal’s 
Office and the Tennessee Department of Commerce and Insurance. The academy’s is to plan, 
develop, deliver, and facilitate education and training that promotes professionalism and 
competency of fire service and codes enforcement personnel through a standardized 
statewide program, thereby enhancing their individual and collective ability to protect life and 
property of Tennessee citizens. 
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