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SUBFUNCTION I

ANIMAL CARE AND HOUSING
I.
Lead Agency:       ________________County Animal Control/County Health Department

II.
Support Agencies:


Veterinary Association





Farm Bureau/ County Agricultural Extension Service




Emergency Management Agency





Department of Public Works
Ill.
Introduction

A.
Purpose

1.
This Emergency Support Subfunction establishes procedures to coordinate local government agencies, volunteer organizations, allied animal interest groups, and veterinary medical personnel to provide all animals affected by a man-made or natural disaster with emergency medical care, temporary confinement, housing, food and water, identification and tracking for return to owner and ultimate disposal of dead and unclaimed animals as necessary.

B.
Scope

1.
The functions associated with this ESF include;

a.
Disaster planning for the animal population, in part because it will affect the viability of disaster plans for people. For instance, if the disaster warrants an evacuation, many people will not evacuate without their animal.

b.
The provision for people with special needs, which must consider the companion animals owned by this population.

c.
The provision of animal care, water and food, both to the housed animals and the ones left in place.

d.
The provision for rescue, confinement, and identification of lost, strayed or otherwise displaced animals.

e.
Public health and veterinary concerns with injured and dead animals.

f.
Viability of animal facilities prepared for and the aftermath of a disaster.

IV.
Policies

A.
___________County Animal Control and/or _____________County Agricultural Extension Agency is charged with the responsibility of Maintaining policies and procedures far maintaining a current resource of veterinary clinics, licensed veterinarians, boarding facilities and suppliers of portable kennels.

B.
That in the Interest of public health and safety, efforts will be made to identify and attempt to meet the care and emergency needs of animals following emergencies or disasters. Priorities will be directed toward animal care functions after human needs are met,

C.
Other than assistance animals, animals will not be allowed in shelters.

D.
All facilities offering animal housing and care services will provide such without regard to economic status, racial, religious, political, ethnic or other affiliation.

V.
Concept of Operations

A.
General

1.
Coordinate with governmental authorities in the establishment of emergency aid stations and staging or emergency relief and in matters of evacuation. Provides an organizational structure, chain of command and outline of duties and responsibilities of animal-care personnel involved in implementation of the response to a disaster or major emergency.

2.
Provide a current directory of recognized animal health care providers and licensed veterinarians residing in the county. Coordinate with governmental agencies in matters of equipment use, provision of transportation, and public information operations to communicate alert status, volunteer mobilization and damage information.

3.
Emphasis should be placed on making prior arrangements for evacuation, including routes and host sites, Residents with animals need to enact their own personal animal disaster plan in advance. Having the animal already removed from the home ensures that the registrant will not be reluctant to leave when their evacuation transportation arrives.

4.
The animal owner has primary responsibility for the survival and well being of their animals. Owners should have an emergency response plan and readily accessible kits with provisions for their animal. Owners should take animals to designated veterinary hospitals, kennels, boarding facilities or alternative private animal care housing. Those animals will be sheltered, fed, returned to their owners, if possible, or disposed of properly.

5.
Wild animals should be left to their own survival instincts. However, wild animals out of their natural habitats that present a danger, either to themselves or humans, should be handled by local Animal Control or Wildlife Resources Agency personnel.

6.
Exotic animals that are usually kept in a controlled environment, such as zoos, circuses, or carnivals will be handled by local Animal Control, Wildlife Resources or Zoological personnel, and returned to controlled environments.
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APPENDICES

A-1 Organizational Chart

A-2 Call List

A-3 Housing Facilities

Animals Housing & Care Services Organizational Chart
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