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SEARCH AND RESCUE
I.  Lead Agency:

Rescue Squad

II. Support Agencies:
Emergency Management Agency





Fire Departments






Ambulance Services





Law Enforcement Agencies





Department of Public Works





Department of Parks and Recreation





Local Flying Club

III. Introduction
      A.  Purpose


1.  The purpose of this annex is to provide coordination of search and rescue activities


     within the county.

      B.  Scope


1.  This annex pertains to the following search and rescue activities:


     a. Urban search and rescue activities following earthquakes and/or building collapses


     b. Searches for missing or lost persons,


     c. Wildland searches for lost persons

     d. Dragging of lakes, ponds, etc., in search of lost/missing persons,


     e. Searching for downed aircraft

      f. Searches for escaped prisoners/detainees

     g. Rescue of persons trapped as a result of vehicle accidents.

IV. Policies
      A.  The local Search and Rescue function includes all SAR activities, not just urban search


and rescue as provided in the federal ESF 9.

V.  Situation and Assumptions
      A.  Situation


1.  A major disaster, especially an earthquake, could cause the collapse of buildings and


     other structures, necessitating the attempt to locate and extricate trapped victims.


2.  Several times per year, people get lost in the wilderness or become lost by being


     abandoned in an area with which they are unfamiliar.  Additionally, children and 


     others often wander off into unfamiliar areas.  Those situations often require the


     commitment of large numbers of personnel and equipment.


3.  The U. S. Air Force, through the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center, Tindell Air


     Force Base, monitors the activation of Emergency Location Transmitters (ELTs) from


     downed aircraft.  ELT activations in the county are transmitted to TEMA to arrange 


     for the search for the affected aircraft, which may include the use of local rescue


     units.


4.  Prisoners and other detainees often flee their holding facilities and may pose a threat


     to nearby communities.


5.  Major vehicle accidents (air, ground, or rail) often require the physical extrication of


     trapped victims.

      B.  Planning Assumptions


1.  Local rescue capabilities may not be sufficient to handle all situations that are


     encountered.


2.  Fire, police, and EMS services will coordinate activities with the SAR providers.


3.  Situations that require the location and/or extrication of victims by specialized rescue


     units will continue to occur.

VI. Concept of Operations
      A.  General


1.  In all but the most serious of situations, local resources should be able to handle


     the rescue situations they encounter.  The likely exceptions include searches that


     require the use of aircraft the jurisdiction does not have access to, or those situations


     where specialized technical rescue capabilities are required.

      B.  Organization and Responsibilities


1.  Rescue Squad

     a. Prepare for, train, and conduct search and rescue activities as required by


          local situation.


     b. Coordinate training of local fire, police, and EMS units with respect to search


          and rescue tactics and procedures.


2.  Emergency Management Agency

     a. Act as the local coordination point for SAR activities that require outside resources


          for assistance.


     b. Support the Maintenance of SAR capabilities in other local agencies.


     c. Support Maintenance of regional K-9 and diving teams


3.  Fire Departments

     a. Coordinate fire service unit activities with those of rescue units in major 


          emergencies.


4.  Emergency Medical Services

     a. Coordinate EMS unit activities with those of rescue units in major emergencies.


5.  Law Enforcement Agencies

     a. Coordinate the activities of law enforcement agencies with those of rescue units in 


          major emergencies.


     b. Provide air support for local SAR activities when possible.


6.  Department of Public Works

     a. Provide heavy equipment and operators to assist with heavy rescue activities of 


          local agencies.


7.  Department of Parks and Recreation

     a. Provide manpower/equipment to support SAR activities.


     b. Coordinate SAR activities in local parks


8.  Local Flying Club

    a. Locate, or assist other local units with searching for and locating downed aircraft.

b. Provide air helicopter support capabilities to local units involved in SAR activities when requested.

VII. Mitigation and Preparedness Activities
      A.  Rescue Squad


1.  Maintain capabilities for performing specialized search and rescue operations as


     dictated by local situation.


2.  Maintain procedures for coordinating local operations with SAR resources from other


     jurisdictions.


3.  Participate in training, mutual-aid pact Maintenance, resource Maintenance, and 


     other activities as coordinated through the Tennessee Association of Rescue Squads.

      B.  Emergency Management Agency


1.  Maintain procedures for directing reports of downed aircraft to appropriate SAR


     units for action.


2.  Maintain procedures for tasking local rescue units to assist with other local rescue 


     situations.


3.  Maintain procedures for coordinating local assistance to TEMA and other state


     agencies with searches for missing aircraft, vehicles, or inventory.


4.  Designate appropriate EMA staff to coordinate SAR activities during major 


     emergencies.

      C.  Fire Departments


1.  Maintain procedures for coordinating fire service unit activities with the activities of


     SAR units during major emergencies.


2.  Maintain rescue capabilities as required by local situation.

      D.  Emergency Medical Services


1.  Maintain procedures for coordinating EMS unit activities with the activities of SAR

     units during major emergencies.


2.  Maintain protocols governing operations and treatment of patients in mass casualty 


     SAR operations.

      E.  Law Enforcement Agencies


1.  Maintain procedures for coordinating law enforcement unit activities with the


     activities of SAR units during major emergencies.

      F.  Department of Public Works


1.  Maintain procedures for deploying personnel and equipment in support of heavy


     rescue activities during major emergencies.

2. Maintain database describing location of heavy equipment owned by Dept. of Highways and private contractors that might be used in heavy rescue operations.

      G.  Department of Parks and Recreation


1.  Maintain policies and procedures for deploying parks personnel/equipment to assist


     with SAR operations.


2.  Maintain procedures for coordinating SAR activities in local parks.

      H.  Local Flying Club


1.  Maintain policies and procedures for deploying personnel and aircraft for:


     a. Support of local SAR activities, and


     b. Searches for downed or possibly-downed aircraft.

VIII. Response and Recovery Actions
      A.  All Tasked Agencies


1.  Send ESCs to EOC as requested by EMA.


2.  Attend briefings, coordinate activities with other participant organizations.


3.  Set up work area(s), report needs to EOC Readiness Officer, and initiate


     response/recovery activities as dictated by situation.


4.  Maintain logs of activities, messages, etc.


5.  Initiate internal notification/recall actions.

      B.  Rescue Squad


1.  Respond to situations that require specialized search and rescue capabilities.


2.  Request assistance from EMA, fire departments, or other agency as dictated by


     situation.

      C.  Emergency Management Agency


1.  Collect intelligence concerning the extent and nature of the SAR requirements of


     the emergency.


2.  Task other ESF 9 organizations to provide rescue units and equipment to affected


     areas as required.


3.  Provide ESF 4, ESF 8 (EMS), and ESF 13 with information concerning nature and


     scope of SAR activities being performed in concurrent areas.


4.  Request assistance from TEMA or other state agency as appropriate.


5.  Maintain tracking system for rescue resources utilized during the emergency.


6.  Task ESF 7 (General Services) to locate specialized rescue equipment and/or


     personnel if required.


7.  Provide intelligence information to ESF 5 concerning number of victims, types of


     operations in progress, etc.


8.  Coordinate deployment of K-9 teams, dive teams, etc. countywide.

      D.  Fire Departments


1.  Coordinate deployment of fire units with the activities of SAR units.


2.  Provide listing of fire service rescue capabilities to ESF 9 Manager if requested.


3.  Relay rescue taskings to fire service units as requested by ESF 9 Manager.

      E.  Emergency Medical Services


1.  Coordinate deployment of EMS units with the activities of SAR units.

      F.  Law Enforcement Agencies


1.  Coordinate deployment of law enforcement units with the activities of SAR units.


2.  Provide security and traffic control activities around SAR emergency scenes as


     requested by ESF 9 Manager (through ESF 13).

      G.  Department of Public Works


1.  Deploy personnel/equipment in support of SAR activities as requested by ESF 9


     Manager.

      H.  Department of Parks and Recreation


1.  Provide personnel and equipment for SAR operations as required.


2.  Coordinate SAR activities within local parks.

       I.  Local Flying Club


1.  Deploy aircraft/personnel in support of SAR activities as requested by EMA or


     other agency.


2.  Coordinate the search for possible downed aircraft.

IX. Training
      A.  TEMA provides several tracking and SAR courses to local rescue and fire service units


on request.

      B.  The Tennessee Association of Rescue Squads coordinates training delivery for rescue 


squads on a statewide basis.

      C.  All other training relative to this ESF is provided in-house by the agency concerned.
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