
[bookmark: _Hlk221178674][bookmark: _Hlk221179047]On April 23, 2026, the Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) will hold a Public Hearing concerning the approved Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed State Route (SR) 19 project from East of Eastland Avenue in Lauderdale County to East of SR-87 in Haywood County, Tennessee. In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Public Hearing will provide the public an opportunity to review and comment on the environmental impacts and project recommendations presented in the EA prior to completion of the environmental document and before TDOT advances to the next phases of project development.

PUBLIC HEARING TIME & LOCATION
Thursday, April 23, 2026, from 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM CST
Ripley High School Cafeteria
254 S. Jefferson Street, Ripley, TN 38063

The EA evaluated the No-Build Alternative and one Build Alternative. Based on the completed environmental studies and feedback from relevant agencies, stakeholders, and the public, TDOT has identified the Build Alternative as the recommended Preferred Alternative for the proposed project.

The Recommended Preferred (Build) Alternative would implement the following improvements along the approximately 15.4-mile project segment of SR-19:
· East of Eastland Avenue to west of Gill Brackin Road: Widen to two 12-foot travel lanes with 10-foot shoulders (8-foot paved). 
· West of Gill Brackin Road to Nunn Road: Mill and resurface the existing roadway. 
· Nunn Road to east of Jim Binford Lane: Widen to two 12-foot travel lanes with 10-foot shoulders (8-foot paved). 
· East of Jim Binford Lane to east of SR-87: Mill and resurface the existing roadway. 
· Additional Improvements: Realign several intersections, correct geometric deficiencies, and address erosional/slope issues throughout the project area.
The Public Hearing will begin with a formal project presentation and question-and-answer (Q&A) session. TDOT Project Team representatives will provide information and address questions regarding the current status of the project, the recommended Preferred Alternative, the anticipated environmental impacts presented in the EA, and next steps following the NEPA phase. A court reporter will be present to record the formal presentation and Q&A session and provide transcripts of each to be included as part of project record. 

Following the Q&A, attendees are invited to stay for an informal Open House to review project displays and materials, speak with TDOT Project Team representatives about the project, and provide official comments either by filling out and leaving a Comment Card or leaving a verbal comment. The court reporter will be available throughout the Open House to record verbal project comments.

Public Hearing Agenda:
· 5:00-5:15 PM: Doors Open: Sign-in, review materials and design displays
· 5:15-5:30 PM: TDOT Project Team Presentation
· 5:30-6:00 PM: Formal Q&A Session
· 6:00-7:00 PM: Open House: View displays, speak with TDOT staff, and provide comments

Persons with a disability, who require aids or services to participate in the hearing, may contact TDOT ADA Coordinator Shanna Chevalier no less than 10 days prior to the date of the meeting at Shanna.Chevalier@tn.gov or by phone at (615) 741-0465, TTY Relay (877) 831-0298.



Following the April 23, 2026 Public Hearing, all public hearing materials will remain available for download from the project website at: https://www.tn.gov/tdot/projects/region-4/state-route-19.html. Materials will include the project displays, public hearing handout, PowerPoint presentation, and Comment Card.
COMMENTS: In addition to accepting comments (i.e. Comment Cards and verbal/recorded comments) during the Public Hearing, TDOT will continue to solicit project comments through May 14, 2026, via the following options:
· Voicemail: (615) 253-5163 (Include your name and phone number with your comment
· Email: TDOT.Comments@tn.gov (Please include “SR-19 Project” in Subject line).  
· Mail: Mail completed Comment Card or letter to:
SR-19 Comments
Tennessee Department of Transportation SCAN ME

William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower
312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, 14th Floor
Nashville, Tennessee 37243
Public comments received or postmarked by May 14, 2026, will be included in the official comment summary of the Public Hearing.

TDOT is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate based on race, age, sex, religion, color, disability, or national origin.

QUESTIONS: For questions regarding the public hearing, please contact either:
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Lauderdale and Haywood Counties, Tennessee, TDOT PIN 102251.00

Ben Webb, PE, PMP
Project Manager, TDOT Region 4 Project Management
(731) 747-5006
Benjamin.webb@tn.gov

Erick Hunt-Hawkins
NEPA Team Lead, TDOT Environmental Division
(615) 253-5163
Erick.Hunt-Hawkins@tn.gov 

Physical copies will be made available for public inspection at the following locations:
1. Ripley City Hall – 110 South Washington Street, Ripley, TN 38063
1. Haywood County Courthouse – 1 North Washington Avenue, Brownsville, TN 38012
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State Route 19, Haywood and Lauderdale Counties, Project Location Map
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