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Multimodal Access Grant Program 

Multimodal facilities are an essential transportation need for people across Tennessee. With half 
of all trips in the United States occurring within three miles or less, walking, bicycling, and 
transit facilities are central to the continued growth and success of our towns and cities. In 2013, 
TDOT set aside state funds to create the Multimodal Access Grant in order to support the 
transportation needs of pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit-users through infrastructure projects 
that address accessibility and existing gaps along state routes and at transit hubs. Applicants 
awarded via the competitive Multimodal Access Grant process may receive up to 95% in State 
grant funds. Applicants are responsible for a minimum 5% local match. The State portion of a 
Multimodal Access project may not exceed $950,000.  

The Multimodal Access Grant is a competitive grant and submission of a project application 
does not guarantee a project will be awarded funding.  



Eligibility for the Multimodal Access Grant Program 

Applicant Eligibility 

Cities, Counties, and Towns in Tennessee are eligible to submit applications to compete for 
Multimodal Access Grant funding. Applicants with projects awarded will sign a grant agreement 
committing the Municipal or County government to a five percent (5%) local match and ongoing 
maintenance responsibility for the completed project. 

Communities may work with a consultant, MPO/RPO, or external agency to develop a project 
application, but the municipality is viewed as the lead agency for the project. At least one 
municipal representative should be identified as a contact to be included in all correspondence 
throughout the application process.  

Additionally, applicants using consultants at the application phase are advised to consult the 
Local Government Guidelines for the Management of Federal and State Funded Transportation 
Projects on the Local Programs Development Office’s Documents and Forms page, as this 
manual describes the  process for procuring services if awarded. 

Eligible Improvement Types 

Multimodal Access Grant funding is available to improve transportation access for pedestrians, 
bicyclists, and transit-users along State Routes using the following improvement types: 

• Sidewalks
• Pedestrian crossing improvements, including high-visibility crosswalks, curb ramps,

signs and pavement markings, signalization, and median refuge islands
• Bicycle facilities (including on-road bike lanes/cycle tracks)
• Multi-use paths (pedestrian plus bicycle traffic) located within the transportation

corridor. All such paths must be a minimum of 10-feet wide.
• Transit stop amenities (shelters, benches, sidewalks, curb ramps, lighting)
• Complete streets, road diet, or traffic calming measures
• Bicycle, pedestrian and transit-related improvements that address requirements of the

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
• Pedestrian-scale lighting (will not rank highly as a standalone project, but is eligible

as a project component)
• Other improvements which primarily improve access for multimodal users

Projects may be combinations of any of the above facilities and MUST meet ADA and 
PROWAG (Proposed Guidelines for Pedestrian Facilities in the Public Right-of-Way) standards. 

Note that utility relocation is only eligible as a reimbursable cost if the utility is located on 
private property, or if the need to move the utility is identified in an urban revitalization plan. 
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https://www.tn.gov/tdot/program-development-and-administration-home/local-programs/documents-and-forms-.html


Eligible Scopes of Work 

Projects may include construction of new facilities, reconstruction of existing facilities to meet 
current design standards, and/or rehabilitation of existing facilities. Project must be contiguous, 
meaning the applicant is not applying for two unconnected projects in different areas under one 
application. Operating costs, rolling stock, and preventative maintenance are NOT 
considered eligible activities. 

When considering projects, applicants are recommended to consider the scope of work carefully. 
While construction, reconstruction/upgrade, and rehabilitation of multimodal infrastructure are 
all eligible scopes of work, this does not guarantee each type of improvement will be equally 
competitive. Projects offering substantial safety and connectivity improvements will be 
prioritized by the scoring process. Projects only upgrading or rehabilitating existing 
infrastructure often address safety and connectivity needs, but may require additional evidence to 
compete with projects in locations without existing multimodal infrastructure.   

Eligible Phases of Work 

Multimodal Access Grant funding is intended to support the construction of pedestrian, bicycle 
and transit infrastructure along State Routes. As such, applications should  request construction 
funding. Applications may also request funds for scoping, design, and right-of-way acquisition. 
While all listed phases of work are eligible, projects having already completed significant 
preliminary engineering are likely to score highly on project readiness criteria.  

All applications should include construction, but partial funding may be offered by the Office of 
Multimodal Planning for certain projects to complete only pre-construction phases. As an 
example, projects that receive construction funding from an alternate source during the scoring 
process may be eligible for preliminary engineering or ROW funding. 

Additionally, to support the development of competitive projects in rural communities, projects 
in RPO areas that do not score well enough to receive a full funding award may be offered partial 
funding for preliminary engineering. This is designed to provide an opportunity for rural 
communities to improve competitiveness for later Multimodal Access Grant cycles. Candidates 
for such partial awards are projects that receive low readiness scores, but score well on other 
scoring categories, demonstrating strong purpose and need. 

Transportation Need 

Projects that do not primarily serve a transportation purpose are ineligible for funding. 

Projects may have recreational or other non-transportation benefits. However, these non-
transportation benefits cannot serve as the primary scope of the project. When considering 
transportation purpose, applicants should consider transportation patterns between the proposed 
origins and destinations connected by the project, as well as the improved accessibility for likely 
users of the proposed improvements.  Examples of ineligible projects include recreational trails, 
trailhead facilities, beautification projects, or facilities that do not serve population centers and 
destinations. 
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Attachment B:  MPO/TPO Contact Information 

BRISTOL CHATTANOOGA 
Karen Rennich 
Transportation Planning Coordinator 
Chattanooga-Hamilton County 
Regional Planning Agency 
1250 Market Street, Suite 2000 - DRC 
Chattanooga, TN 37402 
(423) 643-5903
Email: TPO@chattanooga.gov

CLEVELAND 
Greg Thomas 

   Transportation Planning Coordinator 
185 Second Street N.E. 
Cleveland, TN 37311 
(423) 479-1913 Ext. 223
Email:  gthomas@cityofclevelandtn.gov

JOHNSON CITY 
Glenn K. Berry 
Transportation Planning Coordinator 
Johnson City Planning Department 
137 West Market Street  

   Johnson City, TN 37601 
(423) 434-6272
Email: glennberry@jcmpo.org

KNOXVILLE 
Jeffrey Welch 
Transportation Planning Coordinator 
Knoxville Regional Transportation 
Planning Organization 

   Suite 403 City County Building 
   400 Main Avenue 

Knoxville, TN 37902-2476 
(865) 215-3790
Email: jeff.welch@knoxtrans.org

MEMPHIS 
Pragati Srivastava 
Transportation Planning Coordinator 
125 North Main Street, Suite 450 
 Memphis, TN 38103 
(901) 576-7198
Email: pragati.srivastava@memphistn.gov

Rex Montgomery 
Transportation Planning Coordinator 
Bristol Metropolitan Planning Org. 
P. O. Drawer 1189 
Bristol, TN 37621-1189  
(423) 989-5519
Email: rmontgomery@bristoltn.org

CLARKSVILLE 
J. Stan Williams
Transportation Planning Coordinator
Clarksville-Montgomery County
Regional Planning Commission
329 Main Street
Clarksville, TN 37040
(931) 645-7448 ext.16
Email: stanwilliams@cityofclarksville.com

JACKSON 
Stan Pliant 
Transportation Planning Coordinator 
Jackson Municipal Regional 
Planning Commission  
111 East Main Street, Suite 201  
Jackson, TN 38301 
(731) 425-8287
Email:  spliant@cityofjackson.net

KINGSPORT  
Bill Albright 
Transportation Planning Coordinator 
Kingsport Transportation Department 
201 West Market Street  
Kingsport, TN 37660  
(423) 224-2677
Email: BillAlbright@KingsportTN.gov

LAKEWAY (Morristown & Jefferson City) 
Rich DesGroseilliers  
Transportation Planning Coordinator 
Lakeway Area MTPO 
P. O. Box 1499 
Morristown, TN 37816-1499 
(423) 581-6277 or (423) 581-0100
Email: richd@mymorristown.com

NASHVILLE 
Sean Pfalzer 
Transportation Planning Coordinator 
Nashville Metropolitan Planning Organization 
138 Second Ave N 
Ste. 300 
Nashville, TN 37201 
(615) 862-8844 Email: spfalzer@gnrc.org

mailto:rmontgomery@bristoltn.org
mailto:taylor_melissa@chattanooga.gov
mailto:stanwilliams@cityofclarksville.com
mailto:glennberry@jcmpo.org
mailto:jmatthews@cityofjackson.net
mailto:BillAlbright@KingsportTN.gov
mailto:jeff.welch@knoxtrans.org
mailto:pragati.srivastava@memphistn.gov
mailto:richd@mymorristown.com
mailto:spfalzer@gnrc.org
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Attachment C:  RPO Contact Information 

East Tennessee RPO North  
Don Brown, RPO Coordinator  
East Tennessee Development District 
P. O. Box 249  
Alcoa, TN 37701-0249  
(865) 273-6003
Email: dbrown@etdd.org

First Tennessee RPO  
Russ Davis, RPO Coordinator 
First TN Development District 
3211 N. Roan Street  
Johnson City, TN 37601  
(423) 722-5217
Email: rdavis@ftdd.org

West Tennessee RPO  
Jasmin Champion, RPO Coordinator 
Memphis Area Association of Governments 
8289 Cordova Road, Ste 103  
Cordova, TN 38016 
(901) 729-2871
Email: jchampion@maagov.org

South Central Tennessee RPO East 
Lisa Cross, RPO Coordinator  
South Central TN Development District 
101 Sam Watkins Blvd.  
Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474  
(931) 379-2914
Email: lcross@sctdd.org

Southeast Tennessee RPO  
Chad Reese, RPO Coordinator  
Southeast TN Development District 
1000 Riverfront Parkway 
P. O. Box 4757  
Chattanooga, TN 37405-0757  
(423) 424-4263
Email: CReese@sedev.org

Dale Hollow RPO 
Mark Dudney, RPO Coordinator  
Upper Cumberland Development District 
1225 South Willow Avenue 
Cookeville, TN 38506  
(931) 476-4152
Email: mdudney@ucdd.org

East Tennessee RPO South 
Don Brown, RPO Coordinator 
East Tennessee Development District 
P. O. Box 249 
Alcoa, TN 37701-0249 
(865) 273-6003
Email: dbrown@etdd.org

Middle Tennessee Regional RPO 
Karyssa Helton, RPO Coordinator 
Mid Cumberland Human Resource Agency 
1101 Kermit Drive, Suite 300 
Nashville, TN 37217 
(615) 560-0211
Email : khelton@mchra.com

Northwest Tennessee RPO 
Ben Bradberry, RPO Coordinator 
P. O. Box 963 
124 Weldon Drive 
Martin, TN 38237-0963 
(731) 587-4213

Email: ben.bradberry@nwtdd.org

South Central Tennessee RPO West 
Lisa Cross, RPO Coordinator 
South Central TN Development District 
101 Sam Watkins Blvd. 
Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474 
(931) 379-2914
Email: lcross@sctdd.org

Southwest Tennessee RPO 
Shelton Merrell, RPO Coordinator 
Southwest TN Development District 
102 E. College Street    
Jackson, TN 38301 
(731) 668-6430
Email: smerrell@swtdd.org

Center Hill RPO 
Virginia Solimine, RPO Coordinator Upper 
Cumberland Development District 1255 
South Willow Avenue 
Cookeville, TN 38506 
(931) 476-4111
Email: vsolimine@ucdd.org

mailto:dbrown@etdd.org
mailto:dbrown@etdd.org
mailto:cmilner@ftdd.org
mailto:khelton@mchra.com
mailto:kkelly@maagov.org
mailto:ben.bradberry@nwtdd.org
mailto:lcross@sctdd.org
mailto:lcross@sctdd.org
mailto:smerrell@swtdd.org
mailto:CReese@sedev.org
mailto:mdudney@ucdd.org
mailto:valexander@ucdd.org


Office of Community Transportation Staff RPO Coordinators MPO, MTPO,  and TPO Coordinators
Kingsport MTPO
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Knoxville TPO

Jeff Welch
Lakeway MTPO
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Memphis MPO

Pragati Srivastava
Nashville MPO

Sean Pfalzer

Center Hill RPO
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Dale Hollow RPO
Mark Dudney

East Tennessee North RPO 
Don Brown

East Tennessee South RPO 
Don Brown

First Tennessee RPO 
Russ Davis

Middle Tennessee RPO 
Karyssa Helton

Northwest RPO
Ben Bradberry

South Central East RPO 
Lisa Cross

South Central West RPO 
Lisa Cross

Southeast RPO
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West Tennessee RPO 
Jasmine Champion
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Rex Montgomery 

Chattanooga TPO 
Karen Rennich 

Clarksville MPO 
Stan Williams 

Cleveland MPO 
Greg Thomas 
Jackson MPO 

Stan Pliant
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Glenn Berry

OCT Manager 
Stacy Morrison 

Headquarters Staff 
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Rachael Bergmann 
Region 3 Jonathan 
Russell Ian Preston 

Melanie Murphy 
Region 4
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Ashley Owens

MPO/ TPO/ MTPO

Region Boundary

MPO - Metropolitan Planning Organization
MTPO - Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization
TPO - Transportation Planning Organization
RPO - Rural Planning Organization
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