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Functional Classification Overview
• Purpose: 

– Classifying roadways eligible
for Federal funding assistance.

– Specifies design standards 
for future improvements.



Functional Classification

Source: Highway functional | PPT (slideshare.net)

https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/highway-functional/43006747


Federal Funding Assistance – Local Projects
• Functional Classification determines, among other things, if a road is eligible for 

Federal aid.

• List of typical funding sources for eligible functional classes

• Federal - National Highway System - [NHS]

• State - Surface Transportation Program – [STP]

• Local Source - Surface Transportation Block Grant – [STBG]

• Rural Major Collectors or above in rural areas.



Federal Aid Highway System

• Highway Functional Classification 
System & Federal-Aid Eligibility

Source: State of Rhode Island Division of Statewide Planning (planningri.gov)

https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/highway-functional/43006747


Functional Classification -Overview

• Source: FHWA 2023 Highway Functional Classification Guidelines



VMT & Mileage by Functional Classification
• ARTERIALS



VMT & Mileage by Functional Classification
•  Collectors and Locals



FC Change Workflow (Network Resets & Ad-Hoc Requests)

MPO or Local Jurisdiction Submits 
the following information to TDOT 

at 
TDOT.FUNCTIONALCLASS@TN.GOV

Completed FC Change 
Request Form on TDOT 

website

FC Map/GIS web map – 
Proposed Changes

Request Letter from MPO or 
local jurisdiction

MPO  or City/County 
Resolution

STEP # 1

mailto:TDOT.FUNCTIONALCLASS@TN.GOV


FC Change Workflow (Network Resets & Ad-Hoc Requests)

TDOT Roadway Data Analytics (RDA) in 
coordination with OCT:

Reviews submitted 
information

TDOT creates FC Map 
(Proposed Changes)

Compiles TDOT Concurrence 
Letter

Submits FC map package to 
Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA)

STEP # 2



FC Change Workflow (Network Resets & Ad-Hoc Requests)

Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA):

Reviews proposed FC Changes Approves proposed FC Changes Sends email notification to TDOT 
of FC Change Approval 

STEP # 3



FC Change Workflow (Network Resets & Ad-Hoc Requests)

TDOT Roadway Data Analytics (RDA)

Post updated FC Map to TDOT 
Planning Div. website (TBD)

Update R&H/ 
E-TRIMS RH Database

Send email to TDOT OCT, MPOs, 
local officials stating updated maps 
have been posted to TDOT Planning 

website and R&H/E-TRIMS RH 
Database has been updated   

STEP # 4



Functional Classification Process 



Example of Submittal Packet to TDOT



FC Maps – Proposed Changes





MPO Request Letter



MPO Resolution 



Webmap – Network Reset Example   MPO_TDOT_ FC

•  

https://memegis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=04aae94ed04045fb9c8620bf3a3cefd5


PROBLEMS TO AVOID – STUBS AND NUBS



Feedback
•  Questions/Comments?



Thank You
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