
TDOT intends to adopt planning products and recommendations 
from the PEL Study into NEPA, in accordance with 23 U.S.C. §168.
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A Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study is a technical approach that integrates transportation planning with 
environmental review under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), allowing corridor-level challenges to be identified 
early through broad, planning-level studies. These studies help pinpoint transportation issues and guide future project 
development, streamlining decision-making across agencies and expediting project identification and advancement. 

PEL Studies evaluate environmental, social, and economic goals across state, local, and regional levels. PEL Studies also 
foster early collaboration with the public, transportation and resource agencies, and local governments to support inclusive 
and effective transportation decision-making.
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