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FOREWARD:  This pamphlet constitutes a 
collection of commonly referenced provisions of 
the Tennessee Code Annotated (TCA), Section 
One, and rules of the Tennessee Department of 
Transportation (TDOT), Section Two, 
governing the safety and service of railroads.  
This pamphlet does not contain all provisions of 
the TCA or TDOT rules pertaining to railroads 
in the State of Tennessee.  This information is 
provided as a convenient means by which 
interested parties may quickly refer to 
commonly used state statutes and rules 
regarding railroad safety and service.  An in-
depth review of a given subject area may require 
direct reference to all of the applicable statutes 
and rules concerned. 



SUMMARY OF 
TENNESSEE CODE 
ANNOTATED (TCA) 

AND 
TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION (TDOT) RULES 
BY SUBJECT AREA 

 
 

Examination of Records, Officers, and 
Employees 
TCA 65-3-108 
TDOT Rule 1680-9-2-.02 
 
Inspection and Abatement of Dangerous 
or Unhealthy Conditions 
TCA 65-3-123 
TDOT Rule 1680-9-2-.03 
TDOT Rule 1680-9-2-.04 
TDOT Rule 1680-9-2-.05 
 
Minimum Clearances 
TCA 65-6-201 
Through 206, and  
65-12-113, 68-101-105 
TDOT Rule 1680-9-2-.01 
 
Railroad/Highway Crossings 
TCA 65-11-101, 65-11-103 
65-12-108 
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SECTION ONE 
 

COMMONLY USED PROVISIONS OF 
TENNESSEE CODE ANNOTATED 

GOVERNING RAILROADS 
 
 
65-3-108.  Powers of department of 
transportation to examine.  The department of 
transportation is given full power to examine the 
books and papers of the companies, and to 
examine, under oath, the officers, agents, and 
employees of the companies and any other 
persons, to procure the necessary information to 
intelligently and justly discharge its duties and 
carry out the provisions of this chapter and 
chapter 5 of this title. [Acts 1897, ch. 10, § 8; 
Shan., § 3059a26, Code 1932, § 5402; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), § 65-310, Acts 1995, ch. 305 § 10.] 
 
65-3-123. Abatement of dangerous or 
unhealthy conditions.-- (a) The department  of 
transportation has the power and authority 
relative to commercial railroads, interurban 
railroads, and street railroads to inspect the 
conditions existing on all trains operating in 
Tennessee, along the rail rights-of-way, in rail 
yards and terminals, and at rail loading and 
unlading facilities connected to property owned 
or operated by the railroads, except for those 
areas of loading and unloading facilities 
requiring no access for service by Class I 
railroads.  This power and authority is in 
addition to those granted in § 65-11-107.  Such 
inspection shall be conducted for the purpose of 
assuring the safety, health and comfort of rail 
customers, the general public and rail 
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employees, and for the purpose of abating and 
removing any dangerous or unhealthy conditions 
found to exist in these locations.  
(b) The department of transportation, on its own 
motion or on the petition of any citizen, shall 
have a hearing on the question embraced within 
this section, as to the presence of dangerous or 
unhealthy conditions of trains or along the rights 
of way, yards and terminals of all commercial 
railroads and street railroads. 
(c) It is the duty of the department of 
transportation, after the hearing, to order the 
abatement and removal of any dangerous or 
unhealthy condition, if found to exist, and to 
order improvements to be made remedying 
same, when such conditions are shown to be 
dangerous to the health and safety of the general 
public or the employees. [Acts 1939, ch. 130, § 
1;C.Supp.1950, § 5449; impl.am.Acts 1955, 
ch.69, § 1;T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 65-331; Acts 
1991, ch. 138, § 1;1995, ch. 305, §§10,12.] 
 
65-6-201. Minimum clearance requirements.  
(a) The minimum clearance requirements for all 
railroads operating in the state of Tennessee, in 
the construction or relocation subsequent to 
April 13, 1949, of tracks, tunnels, bridges, or 
structures adjacent to tracks, shall be as 
described in this part, except as otherwise 
provided. 
(b) No railroad corporation shall operate any 
cars, trains, motors, engines, or other rolling 
equipment on its tracks, or tracks of others, 
except as hereinafter provided, on which 
overhead or side clearances, or clearances 
between tracks, are less than the minimum 
prescribed in this part, if such tracks, bridges, 
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tunnels or structures adjacent to such track are 
constructed or relocated subsequent to April 13, 
1949. [Acts 1949, ch. 178 § 1; C. Supp.1950, § 
2670.1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 65-623.] 
 
65-6-202. Definitions. – For the purpose of 
these regulations the following definitions will 
govern: 
(1) “Height” of a freight car is the distance 

between the top of rail and the top of the 
running board; 

(2) “Overhead clearance” is the vertical 
distance between the two (2) rails from the 
level of the top of the highest rail to a 
structure or obstruction above on tangent 
track and from the mean level of the two 
(2) rails on curved track;  

(3) “Side” of a freight car is that part or 
appurtenance of the car at the maximum 
distance measured at right angles from the 
center line of the car;  

(4) “Side clearance” is the shortest distance 
from the center line of track to a structure 
or obstruction at the side of track up to a 
distance of fifteen feet (15’) and six inches 
(6”) from the top of the rail; and  

(5) “Width” of a freight car is twice the 
distance from the center line to the side of a 
car as defined herein. [Acts 1949, ch. 178, 
§ 2; C. Supp. 1950, § 2670.2; T.C.A. (orig. 
ed.), § 65-624.] 

 
65-6-203. Overhead clearance.—(a) The 
minimum overhead clearance above railroad 
tracks which are used or purported to be used for 
transporting freight cars shall be twenty-two feet 
(22’).  Structures constructed prior to April 13, 
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1949, may be maintained at such clearance as 
was lawful at the time of construction. 
(b) The overhead clearance above top of rail of 
such tracks located inside of buildings may be 
reduced to seventeen feet (17’); provided, that 
this clearance shall apply only to tracks 
operating within the buildings; and provided 
further, that when an overhead clearance of less 
than twenty-two (22’) exists on tracks inside 
such buildings, all cars, trains, motors, engines 
or equipment shall be brought to a stop before 
entering such buildings. [Acts 1949, ch. 178, § 
3; C.Supp. 1950, § 2670.3; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 
65-625.] 
 
65-6-204. Side clearance.—The minimum side 
clearance from center line of standard gauge 
railroad tracks which are used or purported to be 
used for transporting freight cars, except as 
hereinafter prescribed, shall be as follows; 
(1) All structures and obstructions, except as 

hereinafter specifically mentioned, eight 
feet (8’); 

(2) All posts, pipes, crossing signals, and 
similar obstructions, eight feet (8’); 

(3) Platforms eight inches (8”) or less above 
top of rail four feet (4’) and eight inches 
(8”); 

(4) Platforms four feet (4’) or less above top of 
rail seven feet (7’) and six inches (6”), 
except platforms of railroad freight 
warehouse stations and freight transfer 
points, which shall have a clearance of not 
less than five feet (5’) and nine inches (9”)’ 

(5) Platforms more than four feet (4’) above 
top of rail used principally for loading and 
unloading refrigerator cars, eight feet (8’); 
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(6) Switch boxes, switch operating 
mechanisms, and accessories necessary for 
the control and operation of signals and 
interlockers, projecting four inches (4”) or 
less above top of rail three feet (3’)’ 

(7) Low switch stands, dwarf signal stands and 
derail stands at center line of stand six and 
one-half  feet (6 ½’); 

(8) All structural parts of railroad bridges shall 
have clearances which conform to the 
recommendation of the A.R.E.A. in effect 
when construction is begun; 

(9) The side clearances specified herein shall 
not apply to mail cranes during such times 
as the arms of such cranes are supporting 
mail sacks for delivery; provided, that the 
top arm is not lower than ten feet (10’) and 
eight inches (8”) above top of rail and 
neither arm extends within six feet (6’) and 
five inches (5”) from the center line of 
track;  

(10) Icing platforms, seven feet (7’);  
(11) All minimum side clearances prescribed in 

this section are for tangent tracks.  All 
structures adjacent to curve tracks shall 
have an additional minimum side clearance 
compensated for the curvature.  Structures 
constructed prior to April 13, 1949, may be 
maintained at such clearance as was lawful 
at the time of construction. [Acts 1949, ch. 
178, § 4; C.Supp. 1950, § 2670.4; Acts 
1951, ch. 144, § 1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 65-
626.] 

 
65-6-205. Minimum distance between track. – 
(a)  The minimum distance between the center 
lines of parallel standard gauge tracks shall be 
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fourteen feet (14’) except as hereinafter 
provided. 
(b)  The center line of any standard gauge ladder 
track, constructed parallel to any other adjacent 
track, shall have a clearance of not less than 
eighteen feet (18’) from the center line of such 
other track. 
(c) The minimum distance between the center 
lines of parallel team, house and industry tracks 
shall be thirteen feet (13’). 
(d) Tracks constructed prior to April 13, 1949, 
may be maintained at such clearance as was 
lawful at the time of construction. [Acts 1949, 
ch. 178, § 5;C.Supp. 1950, § 2670.5; T.C.A. 
(orig. ed.), § 65-627.] 
 
65-6-206. Clearance articles stored near 
tracks.—No merchandise, material or other 
articles shall be placed or permitted to remain 
either on the ground or on the platforms adjacent 
to any track at a distance less than eight feet (8’) 
from the center line of track; provided, that this 
provision does not apply to materials to be used 
in the repair, replacement or maintenance of the 
tracks. [Acts 1949, ch. 178, § 6; C. Supp. 1950, 
§ 2670.6; T.C.A.  (orig. ed.), § 65-628.] 
 
65-11-101. Construction and repair.—(a) All 
persons, or corporations, owning or operating a 
railroad in this state, are required to make and 
furnish good and sufficient crossings on the 
public highways crossed by them, and keep such 
crossings in lawful repair at their own expense.  
(b)(1) The provision of subsection (a) shall not 
preclude construction, reconstruction, 
improvement or repair of crossings, through 
financial participation of the state or local 
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government with a railroad authority established 
by law, when accomplished by contract with an 
independent contractor, or when such work will 
be performed by employees of a local 
government acting under direct supervision and 
total control of a railroad authority or its agent. 
(2)  For liability purposes, when employees of a 
local government are working under the control 
of a railroad authority, such employees shall not 
be treated as employees of the local government, 
but instead shall be treated as employees of the 
railroad authority exercising control of the 
employees. 
(c)(1) Notwithstanding any provisions of 
subsection (a) or (b) to the contrary, after July 1, 
2001, no public railroad grade crossing shall be 
constructed and no private crossing shall be 
converted to a public crossing without the entity 
desiring the crossing or the conversion having 
first: 
(A) Submitted the plans for the construction or 

conversion of the proposed crossing to the 
department of transportation; and, 

(B) Obtained the department of transportation’s 
approval of those plans.  Prior to rendering 
its final decision, the department of 
transportation shall submit the plans it 
proposes to approve to the federal highway 
administration, the affected local 
government, and the involved railroad for 
review and comment.  Any entity, desiring 
the construction or conversion of a crossing 
shall be responsible for all costs associated 
with constructing or converting such 
crossing in compliance with plans approved 
by the department of transportation.  No 
public railroad grade crossing constructed 
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after July 1, 2001, and no private crossing 
converted to a public crossing after July 1, 
2001, shall be opened to vehicular traffic 
until such crossing is inspected by the 
department of transportation to assure that 
the crossing was constructed or converted 
in accordance with the approved plans. 

(2) The department of transportation shall 
promulgate standards pertaining to the 
construction or conversion of grade 
crossings pursuant to this subsection (c) 
including, but not limited to, appropriate 
warning devices.  The department of 
transportation shall not approve any plans 
for construction or conversion of a railroad 
grade crossing that do not comply with the 
promulgated standards. 

(3) The department of transportation shall 
charge a fee for the review and approval of 
plans for construction or conversion of 
railroad crossings and the inspection of the 
completed crossings.  Such fee shall be 
sufficient to offset the cost to the 
department of transportation of performing 
these services.  Such fee shall be paid by 
the party seeking approval of the plans for 
the crossing. 

(4) The department of transportation shall 
promulgate rules and regulations pertaining 
to the approval of plans for construction or 
conversion of railroad grade crossings and 
the inspection of those crossings pursuant 
to the provisions of this subsection (c). 

(5) Upon receipt of an application for approval 
of plans pursuant to this subsection (c), the 
department of transportation shall notify 
the affected railroad and the governmental 
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body having jurisdiction over the proposed 
location. 

(6) If a crossing is constructed or converted in 
violation of any provision of this 
subsection (c), the affected railroad may 
remove the crossing and recover the cost of 
such removal from the party that 
constructed or converted the crossing. 

(7) (A) It is the intent of the general assembly 
that the standards, rules and regulations 
promulgated pursuant to this subsection (c) 
shall not be applied for any reason 
whatsoever to any railroad crossings 
established prior to July 1, 2001, except for 
the sole purpose of evaluating such railroad 
grade crossings for possible closure. (B) It 
is the intent of the general assembly that 
the standards, rules and regulations 
promulgated by the department of 
transportation pursuant to this subsection 
(c) shall take effect on or before March 1, 
2002. [Acts 1889, ch. 119, § 1; Shan., § 
1593; Code 1932, § 2657; T.C.A. (orig. 
ed.), § 65-1101; Acts 1990, ch. 733, § 
1;2001, ch.315, § 1; 2002, ch. 536, §§ 1,2.] 

 
65-11-103. Construction, maintenance and 
repair.—Every corporation or person operating 
a line of railroad within the state is required to 
maintain or construct to a plane with the rails of 
the railroad and to keep in repair every public 
road crossing of such railroad for a distance of 
ten feet (10’) on each side of such railroad track 
and between the rails thereof.  Where 
superelevated track or tracks or other physical 
conditions make strict compliance with this 
section impractical, the plane shall be 
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constructed so as to provide the best vertical 
alignment under the circumstances with due 
regard to surface regularity.  Nothing in this 
section is intended to change judicial 
interpretations of predecessor sections with 
respect to a railroad’s obligation to keep in 
repair necessary crossing approaches beyond ten 
feet (10’) on each side of such railroad tracks. 
[Acts 1899, ch. 356, § 1; shan., § 1594a1; mod. 
Code 1932 § 2660; Acts 1975, ch. 103, § 2; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 65-1103; Acts 1992, ch. 
1005, § 1.] 
 
65-12-108. Precautions required for 
prevention of accidents.—In order to prevent 
accidents upon railroads, the following 
precautions shall be observed: 
(1) The officials having jurisdiction over every 

public road crossed by a railroad shall place 
at each crossing a sign, marked as provided 
by §65-11-105.  The county legislative 
body shall appropriate money to defray the 
expenses of the signs.  The failure of any 
engine driver to blow the whistle or ring 
the bell at any public crossing so 
designated by either the railroad company 
or the public official shall constitute 
negligence with the effect and all as set 
forth in §65-12-109; 

(2) On approaching every crossing so 
distinguished, the whistle or bell of the 
locomotive shall be sounded at the distance 
of one fourth (1/4) of a mile from the 
crossing, and at short intervals until the 
train has passed the crossing; 

(3) Every railroad company shall keep the 
engineer, fireman, or some other person 
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upon the locomotive, always upon the 
lookout ahead; and when any person, 
animal, or other obstruction appears upon 
the road, the alarm whistle shall be 
sounded, the brakes put down, and every 
possible means employed to stop the train 
and prevent an accident; and 

(4) It is unlawful for any person operating a 
railroad to use road engines without having 
them equipped with an electric light placed 
on the rear of the engine, tank, or tender, 
which light shall be a bull’s eye lens of not 
less than four inches (4”) in diameter with a 
bulb of not less than sixty (60) watts power, 
so that such road engine can be operated 
with safety when backing and the light so 
placed shall be burning while any such 
engine may be used in any backing 
movement.  Such lights shall be operated at 
night; and any person violating any of these 
provisions shall be fined the sum of not less 
than twenty-five dollars ($25), and not 
more than one hundred dollars ($100), for 
each offense. [Code 1858, § 1166 (deriv. 
Acts 1855-1856, ch. 94, §§ 1, 5-9; 1857-
1858, ch. 44, § 3); Shan., § 1574; impl. 
Am. Acts 1921, ch. 41, § 2; Acts 1925, ch. 
133, § 1; mod. Code 1932, § 2628; Acts 
1959, ch. 130, § 1; 1978, ch. 934, §§ 7, 36; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 65-1208; Acts 1982, 
ch. 632, § 1.] 

 
 
65-12-113. Wires strung over railroad tracks.  
(a) Any person engaged in any business 
whereby wires are used for the transmission of 
intelligence or other purposes shall not string  
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any wire or wires across railroad tracks without 
first having complied with the regulations of the 
department of transportation, prescribed to 
prevent accidents from such wires. 
(b) The department of transportation shall, after 
hearing all interested persons, prescribed and 
promulgate regulations for the construction and 
maintenance of wires across the tracks of 
railroads for the protection of trains, engines, 
cars, and the operatives thereof; provided, that 
the department of transportation’s power is 
limited to regulation and the right to cross 
railroad tracks must be obtained by such wire-
using companies according to law. 
(c)  A violation of this section is a Class C 
misdemeanor. 
(d) Any person failing to construct or 
reconstruct and maintain its wire or wires as 
provided in this section shall be liable for all 
damages both to railroad companies and their 
employees resulting therefrom. [Acts 1921, ch. 
171, §§ 1, 3-5; Shan. Supp., §§ 1599a1, 1599a3-
1599a5; Code 1932, §§ 2667-2670; impl. Am. 
Acts 1955, ch. 69, § 1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), §§ 65-
1219—65-1222; Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 
1995, ch. 305, § 29.] 
 
68-101-105. Gas storage tanks near railroad 
track prohibited—Exceptions.—(a) It is 
unlawful for any person, firm, corporation, 
association or governmental agency to construct 
or cause to be constructed any liquefied 
petroleum gas, flammable gas or nonflammable 
compressed gas storage tank within two hundred 
feet (200’) of any main line railroad track 
classified by the federal railroad administration 
as either Class III, IV, or V, and which has a 
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speed limit of over thirty miles per hour (30 
m.p.h.). 
(b) The provisions of this section do no apply to: 
(1) Intra or inter plant trackage owned or 

leased by private manufacturing operations; 
(2) Railroad service tanks; 
(3) Storage tank facilities or sites in existence 

prior to July 1, 1980; 
(4) Storage tanks with a capacity of two 

thousand gallons (2,000 gal.) or less; or 
(5) Railroad yards [Acts 1980, ch. 819, §§ 1, 2; 

T.C.A., §§ 53-2313, 68-16-105.] 
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SECTION TWO 
 
COMMONLY REFERENCED TENNESSEE 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
RULES GOVERNING RAILROADS 

 
1680-9-2-.01 Application for Exceptions to 
Minimum Clearance Statute.  All applications 
for exceptions to or variance from the minimum 
clearance provisions of title 65, §§65-6-201 
through 65-6-208 of the Tennessee Code 
Annotated, shall be filed either solely by the 
railroad, or railroads, involved or jointly by the 
railroad, or railroads, and such other persons, 
firms or corporations as may be interested in 
obtaining the exception or variance.  No such 
application will be entertained, heard or granted 
unless the railroad, or railroads, operating over 
the track in question expressly join in such 
application. 
Authority: T.C.A. §65-2-102. Administrative 
History: Original rule certified May 9, 1974.  
Rule has been assigned a new control number, 
removed, and renumbered from rule 1220-3-1-
.01 filed and effective January 16, 2002.  Rule 
has been assigned a new control number from 
1680-12-2-.01 filed and effective February 1, 
2003. 
 
1680-9-2-.02 Railroads’ Minimum Injury and 
Property Damage Report.— 
(1) Monthly Reporting 

All rail carriers which operate in and 
through Tennessee shall submit to the 
Tennessee Department of Transportation a 
copy of all monthly reports of railroad 
accidents and incidents occurring in 
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Tennessee which must be reported to the 
Federal Railroad Administration under Part 
225 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations.  Such reports must be on 
forms prescribed by the Federal Railroad 
Administration and must be submitted 
within thirty (30) days after expiration of 
the month during which reportable 
accidents or incidents occur. 

(2) Immediate Reporting Requirements 
(a) All rail carriers operating in and 

through Tennessee shall report 
immediately by telephone the 
occurrence of accidents or incidents 
arising from the operation of the 
railroad which results in the death of a 
rail passenger, rail employee, or 
member of the public, or which occurs 
at a rail-highway grade crossing. 
 
All telephone reporting required by 
this sub-section shall be made to the 
Tennessee Department of 
Transportation at 615-741-0001 within 
Tennessee and at 800-262-3300 
outside Tennessee or to any other 
telephone number designated for this 
purpose by the Department. 

 
(b) All rail carriers which operate in and 

through Tennessee shall report 
immediately by telephone the 
occurrence of accidents or incidents 
arising from the operation of the 
railroad which involves hazardous 
materials where: 
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1. any person is injured due to 
fire, explosion, or exposure 
to hazardous materials. 

2. A continuing danger to life, 
health or property at the 
place of the accident or 
incident exists or 

3. The estimated property 
damage exceeds ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000). 

All telephone reporting under this 
subsection shall be made to the 
Tennessee Emergency Management 
Agency at 800-262-3300 within 
Tennessee or to any other telephone 
number designated for this purpose by 
this agency. The Tennessee 
Emergency Management Agency shall 
immediately contact the Tennessee 
Department of Transportation upon 
the receipt of such report as to the 
details of such accidents or incidents. 

 
(c) Each telephone report required by this 

rule shall state the following: 
1. Name of the railroad; 
2. Name, title, and telephone 

number of the individual 
making the report; 

3. Time, date, and location of 
accident or incident, 

4. Circumstances of the 
accident or incidents; 

5. Number of persons killed or 
injured; 

6. Classification, name, and 
quantity of hazardous 
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materials involved in 
accident or incident, if 
known. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§65-3-104 and 65-3-107.  
Administrative History: New rule filed August 
26, 1988; effective November 29, 1988.  Rule 
has been assigned a new control number, 
removed, and renumbered from rule 1220-3-1-
.03 filed and effective January 16, 2002.  Rule 
has been assigned a new control number from 
1680-12-2-.02 filed and effective February 1, 
2003. 
 
1680-9-2-.03 Maintenance and Condition of 
Rights-Of-way, Yards, Terminals, and 
Control of Vegetation.  Every commercial 
railroad, interurban railroad and street railroad 
subject to the jurisdiction of the Tennessee 
Department of Transportation shall hereafter 
from the date of this rule eliminate all dangerous 
or unhealthy conditions along its rights of way, 
yards and terminals and keep said rights of way, 
yards and terminals clear of debris and other 
foreign matter inasmuch as said debris and other 
foreign matter shall constitute a dangerous or 
unhealthy condition to the employees or the 
public and shall provide that all rights of way, 
yards and terminals shall be maintained and kept 
free from vegetation as may be appropriate to 
prevailing conditions and shall provide for 
abatement of weeds, grass and bushes adjacent 
to rights of way, yards and terminals as 
necessary to prevent the growth of objectionable 
vegetation encroaching on said rights of way, 
yards and terminals; provided that rights of way 
referred to in this rule shall mean such rights of 
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way inside incorporated towns and/or switching 
limits. 
Authority: T.C.A. §65-2-102. Administrative 
History: Original rule certified May 9, 1974.  
Rule has been assigned a new control number, 
removed, and renumbered from rule 1220-3-1-
.10 filed and effective January 16, 2002.  Rule 
has been assigned a new control number from 
1680-12-2-.03 filed and effective February 1, 
2003. 
 
1680-9-2-.04  Specification of Safety 
Standards in Terminals, Yards, and Along 
Rights-of-ways-Walkways.   
(1) In order to meet the requirements of 

T.C.A. § 65-3-123, every commercial 
railroad shall maintain working areas 
in a safe condition in yards, terminals, 
within Switching Limits, and at other 
points where switching may be 
expected to be performed in the 
ordinary course of business. 

(2) Any walkways in the area specified in 
sub-section  (a) above shall be deemed 
to be safe if it: 

(a) Is approximately level with the top of 
the crossties for a distance of 
approximately 6 inches and thereafter 
slopes at no greater that 8 to 1 or 
approximately 7º, 

(b) Extends for a distance of 
approximately ten feet from the center 
line of track of both sides except 
where a lesser distance is otherwise 
provided for clearance under T.C.A. 
§§65-6-201 through §65-6-208. 
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(c) Has a reasonably smooth surface.  
Stone or gravel surfacing next to main 
lines shall be such that one hundred 
percent will pass a 2 ½ inch screen, 
ninety-five to one-hundred percent 
will pass a 2 inch screen, thirty –five 
to seventy percent will pass a 1 ½ inch 
screen, fifteen percent or less will pass 
1 inch screen and zero to five percent 
will pass a ½ inch screen.  Stone or 
gravel surfaces next to walkways 
adjacent to yard tracks, industrial 
tracks, team or piggy-back tracks shall 
be on the mixture commonly called ¾ 
inch, or may be such that one hundred 
percent is expected to pass a 1 inch 
screen, ninety-five to one hundred 
percent will pass the ¾ inch screen, 
fifteen to twenty-five percent will pass 
the ½ inch screen and less than ten 
percent will be smaller than 3/8 inch. 

(d) Is kept reasonably free of debris or 
other objects which pose a hazard to 
normal walking in the area. 

(3) The safety or unsafety of any 
walkways in such areas which does 
not meet the standards specified in 
subsection (2) above shall be 
determined by the Department on a 
case by case basis under the 
procedures prescribed by law and the 
rules of the Department. 

(4) “The purpose of this rule is to 
establish standards of safety, which 
are to be construed not as a blanket 
order requiring all railroads in all 
circumstances to construct or 
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reconstruct all walkways exactly in 
accordance with those standards, but 
rather as a statement of recommended 
practice, it is not intended to imply 
that other practices may not be 
considered safe under the 
circumstances of particular 
situations.” (Effective February 1, 
1970.) 

Authority:  T.C.A. §63-202. Administrative 
History: Original rule certified May 9, 1974. 
Rule has been assigned a new control number, 
removed, and renumbered from rule 1220-3-1-
.11 filed and effective January 16, 2002.  Rule 
has been assigned a new control number from 
1680-12-2-.04 filed and effective February 1, 
2003. 
 
1680-9-2-.05  Specifications of Safety 
Standards in Terminals, Yards and Along 
Rights-Of-Way of Railways Notice of New 
Trackage. 
 (1)  In   order to meet the requirements of §65-
331, T.C.A., every railroad subject to that 
Section shall maintain working areas in yards, 
terminals, within Switching Limits, and at other 
points where switching is performed in a safe 
condition. 
(2)  Any railroad, subject to the provisions of 
§65-331, T.C.A., constructing new trackage 
sidings or spur tracks shall notify Tennessee 
Department of Transportation prior to the 
commencement of any such construction, in 
order that the Department may ascertain whether 
the same complies with the provisions of §65-
331, T.C.A., and to enable the Department to 
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inspect and approve said construction prior to 
the institution of service thereon. 
(3)  Any railroad, subject to the provisions of 
§65-331, T.C.A., after having knowledge of an 
industry locating, relocating or expanding its 
present facilities and requiring new trackage or 
rail service by that railroad shall notify 
Tennessee Department of Transportation within 
ten (10) days after such knowledge becomes a 
matter of public knowledge. 
(4)  Any railroad subject to the provisions of 
§65-331, T.C.A., having knowledge of a private 
contractor installing new trackage or making 
repairs to present trackage to be served by that 
railroad shall notify TDOT within ten (10) days 
of such knowledge.  (Effective February 1, 
1970.)   
Authority: T.C.A. §63-202. Administrative 
History: Original rule certified May 9, 1974.  
Rule has been assigned a new control number, 
removed, and renumbered from rule 1220-3-1-
.12 filed and effective January 16, 2002.  Rule 
has been assigned a new control number from 
1680-12-2-.05 filed and effective February 1, 
2003. 
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