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M5. SCHULTE: Hello, everyone. If |
coul d get your attention, we can get started here.

Thank you all for comng out to the TDOT
Design Public Meeting for the proposed State Route 96
wi dening project. M nane is Kathryn Schulte, and
["'mthe community relations officer for the Mddle
Tennessee regi on of TDOT.

Wth nme tonight are representatives from
various divisions within the departnent. Wen you
cane in tonight, you should have been directed to our
sign-in table where you woul d have been asked to sign
in, given a project-specific handout and a comment
card. If you did not visit the sign-in table, please
do so to sign in and obtain these docunents.

Your commrents and questions are very
I nportant to us. There wll be an official
transcript for tonight's neeting. A court reporter
Is here to take official mnutes for the neeting.

There are three ways that you can have
your conments and/or questions incorporated into the
official transcript. One, you nmay ask a question
during the formal question-and-answer session. Two,

you nmay state a question or conmment directly to our
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court reporter. O lastly, you can fill out a
comment card. W understand that you may have
gquestions or comrents that you think of after the
meeting tonight. |If so, the comment cards can be
mailed to the departnment within 21 days of tonight's
meeti ng, which would be Friday, Novenber 15th. They
contain our return address and are designed so that
they can be folded twice along the dotted |ines and
t aped toget her.

The format of tonight's nmeeting wll
begin with a formal presentation, followed by a short
guesti on- and- answer session, followed by what will be
the nmpgjority of the neeting, an opportunity for the
public to view the displays and plans, which are
| ocated over in the cafeteria and have their
guesti ons answered on a one-by-one basis by
representatives of the departnent. The majority of
our officials will be wearing a gold nane badge so
that they are easily identifiable.

The purpose of tonight's neeting is for
the departnent to share its prelimnary design of the
proposed wi dening project with the public for review
and coment. As stated before, your feedback is
I nportant to us. The neeting al so provides us an

opportunity to note your questions and/ or concerns
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and to the extent possible make nodifications to
finalize a prelimnary design.

Wth that, I'mgoing to turn it
over to our director of project devel opnent,

M. Shane Hester, and he's going to share with you
nore specific details of the project.

MR. HESTER: Thank you.

Is there anyone that can turn the mc up
alittle bit?

(O f-the-record discussions.)

MR. HESTER. So as Katy nentioned, ny
name i s Shane Hester. |'mthe director of project
devel opnent for our M ddl e Tennessee region. And |
just want to wel cone you-all tonight. Thank you all
for com ng out.

| want to start by reiterating a couple
of things that Katy just nentioned. | know she said
on a nunber of different occasions your comments are
very inmportant to us. They are. Qur hope for
tonight's neeting is basically to optim ze and
finalize our prelimnary design, based off of
f eedback we've received tonight. That's why we're
her e.

So let's tal k about why we're proposing

to widen State Route 96. As probably nost all of you
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know, State Route 96 is a five-lane roadway near Arno
Road in Franklin close to I-65. And it's also a
five-lane roadway to the east of Veteran's Parkway in
Mur f r eesbor o.

Conti nued growt h and devel opnent al ong
the corridor coupled wth daily commutes to and from
Frankl in and Murfreesboro have increased the average
daily traffic on H ghway 96 to approxi mately 15, 000
vehi cl es per day along parts of the corridor. And
our growth nodels indicate that H ghway 96 could
experience upwards of 24,000 vehicles per day in sone
areas along the corridor in the next 20 years.

The wi dening of the corridor will address
capacity and inprove safety and traffic operations.
The project wll also address existing geonetric
deficiencies and bring the route up to current design
st andar ds.

From Arno Road to Veteran's Parkway is a
little over 18 mles. And our prelimnary estinates
to widen the entire corridor exceed $200 mllion. So
that's a ot of noney for us. So due to the large
price tag, the corridor is proposed to be wi dened in
three segnents. And let ne talk specifically about
what the segnents are.

I"msorry, | didn't click to the next
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slide.

The first segnent is from Arno Road or
just east of Arno Road to State Route 252 or also
known as W1l son Pike. The second segnent is from
State Route 252, WIlson Pike, to |-840. And our
third segnent is fromI1-840 to Veteran's Parkway.

And I'Il talk nore specifically about where we're at
with each of these segnents in just a nonent. But
we're here tonight to talk specifically about Segnent
2.

Al right. So | think it's inportant to
tal k about the history of these projects. Because
t hese corridor-w deni ng projects have been on our
books for a long tinme now.

Pl anni ng studies to wden the corridor
date back to the md 1990s. And we held corridor and
desi gn public hearings back in 2001.

The project was originally planned as a
four-1lane divided highway. And it was around the
early 2000s that construction began on State Route
840 through this area. That's significant, because
once State Route 840 was constructed, we noticed that
It relieved traffic pressure off of 96.

Back then funds were limted. And I'l|

note that they still are today. And the 96 corridor
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wi deni ng projects were del ayed and ot her needed
projects across the state were prioritized.

Qur projects are funded by state and
federal fuel taxes. And prior to the passage of the
| MPROVE Act, the last tinme state revenues were
I ncreased for highway funding was back in 1986 by the
1986 Road Bill.

From around 2010 until the passage of the
| MPROVE Act in 2017, we had very few capacity
projects that we were able to let to contract due to
limted funding. And we were nostly operating in a
mai nt enance node to nmai ntain our roads and bri dges.

So the | MPROVE Act passes in 2017 giving
the departnent additional funds to deliver projects.
So after the passage of the | MPROVE Act, departnental
| eadershi p had us revisit the four-Iane divided
design that was originally planned for this corridor.

Wth the nearby construction -- or the
near by parallel -840 being conpl eted, which was a
four-lane divided freeway, it was ultimately deci ded
that a five-lane rural design would best serve this
corridor. Wth that, plans for the corridor had been
redesi gned fromthe originally planned four-I|ane
di vi ded sections to the five-|ane design.

And Segnent 1 from Arno Road to WI son
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Pi ke has been funded for construction. And we
currently have that scheduled in a Spring of 2020
letting and are currently working to secure necessary
property rights fromthe CSX Railroad to be able to
certify right-of-ways to let this project to
contract.

Segnent 2 is funded for right-of-ways.
And agai n, our hope fromtonight's neeting is to
finalize our prelimnary plans and develop fina
ri ght-of-way plans by the summer of next year so that
we can begin the right-of-way appraisals and
acqui sition process and start the utility
coordi nati on process.

Due to the large volune of traffic
affected by the wdening, this process is anticipated
to take upwards of 30 nmonths. So we would look to
fund this segnent for construction near the
conpletion of the right-of-way process.

Segnment 3 is currently only funded for
engi neering and design is underway. And our
ri ght-of-way and construction for that project would
need to be identified in future budgets.

So here's just a project |location nmap
showi ng all three segnents. Again, Segnent 1 is from

Arno Road to WIlson Pike. Segnent 2 here inred is
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fromWIson Pike to I-840. Segnent 3 there, shown in
blue, is froml-840 to Veteran's Par kway.

As nmentioned before, Segnent 2 is the
focus of tonight's neeting. And here is just a
closer view of it on a location map. As you can see,
It passes through the Triune area and the Nolensville
Road i ntersection.

| want to nention this intersection
specifically because |I'm sure sonme people wll
guestion why we just did an intersection-inprovenent
project at this location when we have a pl anned
wi deni ng project underway. | can tell you why.
TDOT' s | eadership got a | ot of requests from
state-elected officials to address the intersection.
And wi thout a crystal ball to know when the | MPROVE
Act woul d cone along and help with fundi ng, they
couldn't predict when we would be able to fund the 96
W dening project. So they pressed forward with a
| ower -cost intersection inprovenent project to
address traffic operations at this intersection.

| can say that we will try to utilize
what has just been installed to the fullest extent
possi ble. But the widening will require additional
right-of-ways in this area to acconmodate the ful

build of the intersection.
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So I"'ma visual person. And | like to
say a picture is worth a thousand words. So our next
several slides we're going to get to here in a mnute
hopefully will give a better understandi ng of what
t he project proposes.

But the wi dening project on 96 wll
nostly consist of a rural five-lane section. It wll
be two 12-foot |anes in each direction. Two 12-f oot
travel lanes. And there will be a continuous 12-f oot
| eft center turn | ane and 10-foot paved shoul ders on
each si de.

W will transition to what we refer to as
an urban section, where we wll maintain the sane
thru and turn | anes but reduce the shoulders to
4-foot and utilize curb and gutter to limt
right-of-way inpacts through the Triune area.

The inprovenents will also extend onto
Nol ensvill e Road for approxinmately six-tenths of a
mle to provide turn lanes to State Route 96 to marry
up with the road-w deni ng project.

So here's just an ani mated representati on
of what the road will look like for the majority of
the project. Again, we have a five-lane rural
section here with full shoulders and ditches to

convey stormwater runoff.
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And here's what the section will | ook
like -- here's what the curb and gutter section |
mentioned will ook Iike through the Triune area. A
cl osed storm sewer systemw || be installed beneath
the curb and gutter in this area to convey
stormwater runoff.

And here's a | ook at the proposed
| nprovenents on the south and north approaches on
Nol ensvill e Road at the intersection of 96. Again,
just additional turn |anes at the intersection wll
be inplenented as part of the project.

So this project will also consist of
repl acing the bridges over Arrington Creek and WI son
Branch. The project limts extend beyond |-840. W
are currently having internal discussions as to
whet her it nakes the nost sense for the bridge over
840 to be w dened under this project or if it would
be better to widen it in Segnent 3 that extends to
Vet eran' s Par kway.

If it is ultimately decided to be
included in this project, striping wll be included
to transition back to the existing two-|ane roadway,
as we are very near the end of the project where the
bridge is. If it is included in Segnent 3, then our

transition back to the existing two-1ane road wl |l
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occur prior to the bridge on the west side.

Qur initial thoughts are to include the
bri dge wi dening in Segnent 3 so we don't have to --
so that we never have to grind the transitional

pavi ng of f the bare bridge deck.

So again, here's just a schematic of the

bri dge repl acenment over Arrington Creek.

Here's a schematic of the bridge
repl acenent over WIlson Branch. And |I'l] nention
that the green area here basically is the limts of
our slopes. Wat you'll see in sone of these
pictures is basically the project's footprint, is
what you're seeing there.

And | astly, here's a schematic of the
bridge if it were included to be widened in this
project, with the transitional striping, as |
mentioned, to tie back to the existing two-I|ane
hi ghways just to the east of the bridge.

So | want to nention that the corridor
w deni ng projects did not include a new interchange
at 1-840. As nentioned previously, plans were
underway prior to the construction of 1-840, and an
I nterchange on the interstate systemhas to go
through a very detail ed study process that nust be

approved by the Federal H ghway Adm nistration, as
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they have full oversight of the interstate system
That process is known as what we call an interchange
access request or an AR It typically takes on the
order of two to three years. So therefore, a new

i nterchange at this | ocation would need to be

devel oped as a standal one project.

So the wi dening of 96 al so touches many
I ntersecting public roads within the limts of the
project. The majority of these intersections will be
reconstructed on their existing alignnment to the
tie-in point totie theminto the newly w dened 96 --
H ghway 96, basically maintaining their sane
configurations as they exist today.

However, significant work on Nol ensville
Road, as we nentioned before, is proposed to add turn
| anes as previously discussed. And the plans call
for a couple of frontage roads to better provide
access to adjoining property.

So here is just a graphi cal
representation of 96 and the Murfreesboro Road and
Nol ensvill e Road intersections, show ng the proposed
| ane configuration. W have worked very closely with
our traffic engineers to determ ne the necessary
| aneage to accommodate future traffic demands at this

I nt ersecti on.
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Here are the -- this here is a list of
the intersecting roads off of Nol ensville Road.
Again, the plans call for these roads to be
reconstructed basically along their existing
alignment to a tie-down point.

And | do want to nention we have one
ot her frontage road off of Nolensville Road to
provi de better access to adjoining property owners.

Let me switch gears just for a mnute and
tal k nore about project schedule -- or the current
proj ect schedule and the project devel opnent process.

So we currently are in the design phase.
And as nentioned previously, segnent -- the Segnment 2
proj ect has been budgeted for right-of-way. W
anticipate that the right-of-way process wll begin
in the Sumrer of 2020 and take upwards of 30 nonths.
Near the conpletion of the right-of-way process, we
will look to fund the project for construction. Once
the project is funded for construction, the letting
date will be established, and the project will be |et
to contract. W anticipate that this five-plus mle
wi deni ng project will take around three years to
construct.

| always like to cover this in detail.

W often cone out to neet with the public for such

Elite Reporting Services * (615)595-0073
www. El i t eReporti ngServices. com

14

06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:
06:

17: 42
17: 46
17: 48
17:51
17:54
17:56
18: 00
18:00
18: 10
18: 14
18: 16
18:19
18:21
18: 25
18: 28
18:31
18: 35
18: 38
18:39
18: 43
18: 45
18: 48
18:51
18:52
18: 54


http://www.elitereportingservices.com

© 00 N o 0o A~ W N P

N NN N NN P R P R R R PR Rk
o A W N P O © ©® N O o M W N P O

nmeetings, and then there's a m sconception that they
wi |l see construction activity in the near future.

So | want to be clear that this is not the case. The
remai nder of the project devel opnment process wll
take us in excess of three years to finish the
right-of-way process, and then it will be that |ong
before you'll see construction begin along this
segnent of the corridor.

So here's what you can expect fromthe
departnent as we nove forward. After we have
received all comments fromtonight's neeting, we wll
begin to address them and work to finalize our
prelimnary design. W wll then nove directly into
t he devel opnent of the right-of-way plans. W w |l
neet with affected utility owners during this process
and di scuss our proposed i nprovenents so that they
can plan for the future w deni ng.

And once the right-of-way plans are
finalized, we will officially begin the right-of-way
apprai sals and acquisition process, as well as the
utility coordination process. And we will be back
out to the community for another neeting at that
point wwth -- to neet wwth affected property owners
to discuss in detail what they can expect fromthe

departnent during the right-of-way process and how
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they will be conpensat ed.

And as nentioned previously, we will | ook
to budget the project for construction near the
conpletion of the right-of-way process.

So in closing, please renenber that your
coments are inportant to us. You should have been
given a comrent card when you signed in, along with
the project information handout. |If you have
guestions or wish to nake a comment, please fill this
card out and leave it with us tonight or you have 21
days to mail it back to us, as previously discussed.
You can al so give comrents or questions directly to
the court reporter at any tinme tonight after the
present ati on.

So here -- if you want to jot this down
or take a picture of this, here's ny contact
information, if you have any questions after
tonight's neeting. Also Ms. Sharon Shutz, who is our
manager over the project devel opnent, serving in ny
of fice, her contact information is |listed here as
well. Please feel free to take down this
information. And we can be contacted after the
neeting if you have any additional questions.

So with that, that concludes the actual

formal presentation. W've got a gentlenman here with
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a m crophone, if anybody's got any specific questions
they would like to give during this form

guesti on-and- answer session, we'll be glad to take
those. |If not, we're going to nove over to the
cafeteria where we have sone displays of the project
taped up on the wall, and we al so have full-size

pl ans over there to view for project-specific

questi ons.

So | would ask that you pl ease raise your
hand and state your nanme for the court reporter, if
you do want to give an official comment and ask your
guestion or give your comment, please. So anybody
t hat has any questions, please raise your hand.

Vell, all right. That's easy enough.
That adjourns the formal presentation. And |like |
said, we'll break out fromhere. W'Il|l nove over to
the cafeteria. And over there we have the displays
and plans, as | nentioned. So everybody please nake
your way over to the cafeteria.

Thank you all for com ng.

(WHEREUPQN, the foregoing proceedi ngs

were concluded at 6:22 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF TENNESSEE
COUNTY OF SUWNER

I, JEANNI E CHAFFI N, Licensed Court Reporter
wth offices in Portland, Tennessee, hereby certify
that | reported the foregoi ng proceedi ngs of the TDOT
Public Meeting by machi ne shorthand to the best of ny
skills and abilities, and thereafter the sane was
reduced to typewitten form by ne.

| further certify that | amnot related to
any of the parties naned herein, nor their counsel,
and have no interest, financial or otherw se, in the
out conme of the proceedi ngs.

| further certify that in order for this
docunment to be considered a true and correct copy, it
nmust bear ny original signature and that any
unaut hori zed reproduction in whole or in part and/or

transfer of this docunent is not authorized, wll not
be considered authentic, and will be in V|olagu®nfob”
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My Conmi ssion Expires: 6/22/2021
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