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·1· · · · · MR. YOUNG:· Hello.· I'm Kenny Young.

·2· I'm the design engineer consultant for the

·3· state of Tennessee.· We're going to give you a

·4· brief summary of what we're proposing.

·5· Detailed plans are in the back, and an aerial

·6· of the photos are on the side over here.· So

·7· look for somebody with a name tag and they can

·8· answer specific questions.

·9· · · · · We're going to have an open house which

10· has already started and we'll answer any

11· questions you might have that we can.· And

12· we'll adjourn about 7 o'clock.· We have a court

13· reporter who is taking comments to get it on

14· record about your concerns.

15· · · · · All right.· We're improving Lamar

16· Avenue basically from Perkins to Getwell.

17· We're adding an additional lane in each

18· direction.· And we are proposing an interchange

19· at Winchester and Lamar.· We're going to revamp

20· the Perkins Road interchange to add a loop and

21· reduce the left turn southbound on Perkins.

22· · · · · So we're reconfiguring the Perkins

23· interchange.· We're building a new interchange

24· at Winchester, and we're modifying the Getwell



3
·1· Road interchange basically just replacing the

·2· bridge to accommodate the widening of Lamar.

·3· · · · · So the road from where it begins down

·4· here just south of Perkins all the way up to

·5· just north of Winchester will be like an

·6· interstate design and will be controlled

·7· access.· To those of you who have access from

·8· driveways to Lamar through that stretch, they

·9· are going to be taken out.

10· · · · · We are proposing a loop ramp right

11· there because this left turn right here backs

12· up Perkins every day for miles.· The

13· interchange at Winchester, we're proposing a

14· single point interchange.· If you go down 385,

15· you'll see one right after the other in which

16· the ramps turn all at the same time.

17· · · · · There is Perkins Road interchange.

18· Like I said, this is a new loop ramp to

19· eliminate this left turn right here and

20· increase the capacity of Perkins.· This ramp

21· right here will be upgraded to a two-lane ramp

22· at the intersection for a double left turn

23· lane, and there will be a new signal there.

24· · · · · Winchester Road, Lamar will be going
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·1· over.· We're going to cut Winchester down

·2· several feet and these will be your single

·3· point ramps.· So wherever there is a ramp, it

·4· will be access controlled.

·5· · · · · There is really not much change to

·6· Getwell.· We're having to replace the bridge

·7· and also widen Lamar Avenue.· So we're

·8· basically rebuilding Getwell just enough to put

·9· in a new bridge.· These ramps will just be

10· turned out with minimal construction.

11· · · · · We're in the design phase.· I believe I

12· have to have right-of-way plans by the end of

13· this fall some time at which point the ball

14· should start rolling which you all will be

15· getting contacted by the right-of-way

16· department about negotiating a fee for right of

17· way.

18· · · · · But like I said, we have a court

19· reporter here.· You can fill out a card or give

20· her a comment.· It makes a public record.· It's

21· in there for good.· These are the two contacts

22· for TDOT; Gary Scruggs and Dennis Moultrie.

23· There is Dennis right there.· There is Gary.

24· · · · · Have you got any questions?
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·1· · · · · (UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER):· Can you go

·2· back a slide so I can get the information off

·3· that?

·4· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Which one?

·5· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Go back a slide

·6· to the contact information.· There you go.

·7· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Yes, sir.

·8· · · · ·MR. VERNON:· Okay.· Several things.

·9· One, you got northbound on Lamar getting off at

10· Raines/Perkins overpass when you turn left.

11· Has anybody actually gone there in the morning?

12· The problem is not turning left.· It's being

13· able to work your way up the ramp because of

14· all the people turning right.

15· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Right.

16· · · · ·MR. VERNON:· And thank God when I go by

17· I just sit and wait (inaudible).· Also, I don't

18· see a -- northbound on Getwell getting onto

19· Lamar going north.· Going north on Getwell and

20· wanting to turn left to get onto Lamar heading

21· south, there are some businesses there.· They

22· have that got that same -- unless they put a

23· light there they have got the same left-hand

24· problem they have had since they put that in
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·1· fifty years ago.

·2· · · · ·And last but not least, Pidgeon Roost

·3· Road access, the only access they will be

·4· having is across the railroad tracks, and the

·5· railroad likes to block that at all times.· And

·6· if there is an accident or something and

·7· somebody needs an ambulance, you're up a creek.

·8· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Well, as far as the ramp on

·9· Perkins, we're going to put the double left

10· turning lane in there.· And it's going to have

11· a signal.· Well, hopefully the signal when it

12· stops traffic on Perkins will allow the right

13· turns much more capacity.· Because I have been

14· there in the morning.

15· · · · ·MR. VERNON:· Well, I'm just glad I

16· don't have to get off there.· I would go up to

17· Goodwin and --

18· · · · ·MS. TERRELL:· Can you please state your

19· name and address before any questions, please,

20· so the court reporter can get it for the

21· record.

22· · · · ·MR. VERNON:· My name is Mike Vernon.

23· My address is 4971 Hillsdale Drive, Olive

24· Branch, Mississippi 38654.
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·1· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Now, the Joe Candle ramp

·2· we're talking about at Getwell --

·3· · · · ·MR. VERNON:· Right.

·4· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· -- is it the Joe Candle?

·5· · · · ·MR. VERNON:· Right now you have got it

·6· as both onbound/turn right onto Getwell.

·7· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Is it that one right there

·8· (indicating)?

·9· · · · ·MR. VERNON:· Yes.

10· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· We looked at rebuilding

11· this entire interchange, but we got problems

12· with the railroad bridge.· They have gone in

13· there and built a third track, and the existing

14· bridge is too low as it is.· So to replace that

15· bridge we would have to bump it up about four

16· feet which means it would just keep getting

17· worse and worse and worse.· We'd get into the

18· Winchester Road interchange.

19· · · · ·So we looked at the traffic volumes at

20· all these intersections and we ran a traffic

21· analysis on them.· And the numbers say they

22· worked at a level of service of A.· A, the

23· best.· You never get level service of A on any

24· road you design.
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·1· · · · ·So we felt like it was good enough to

·2· leave them as they were because in order to

·3· improve this, we really don't have enough room

·4· from the railroad to Lamar.· The ramps I put in

·5· there were 10 percent which the Feds don't

·6· like.

·7· · · · ·That's the reason back in the sixties

·8· they built that jug handle.· They had the same

·9· problem.· You can't get over the railroad and

10· down fast enough to hit Lamar.

11· · · · ·Anybody else?

12· · · · ·MR. BREAZEALE:· Yes, please.· My name

13· is Jim Breazeale.· And the address is 4221

14· Lamar.· We have two businesses there that front

15· on Lamar, and the drawings show the access of

16· course being cut off totally from those

17· businesses from Lamar.· And it would be the

18· same situation.· You would have to drive all

19· the way around Winchester to Pidgeon Roost

20· Road.· And on that side of the building there

21· is no ground level side of the building.· The

22· dock is on that side.· So we'd be left with a

23· building that is largely unusable.

24· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Well, I mean, that's a --
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·1· you build a controlled access road, you just

·2· can't have access to these ramps or the main

·3· line.· The damages you incur you would have to

·4· negotiate and talk to the TDOT right of way

·5· people.· That's all I can tell you.

·6· · · · ·Anybody else?

·7· · · · ·MR. JENKINS:· I got a question.

·8· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Yes, sir.

·9· · · · ·MR. JENKINS:· My name is Jenkins and

10· I've got property near the corner of Homewood

11· and Pidgeon Roost.· My question would be what

12· consideration -- obviously, you've looked at

13· the flow of traffic and you all know what you

14· feel is best.· But what consideration have you

15· all given to the people the you're landlocking

16· between the no access highway and the railroad

17· which is blocked the majority of the time?

18· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· I'm sure that the right of

19· way people take that in consideration and you

20· will be given damages.· How much that is, I

21· have no idea.

22· · · · ·MR. JENKINS:· I got a feeling the

23· damages of mine may not be the same.

24· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Usually that's the case.
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·1· But they just can't go in and damage your

·2· property and not compensate you.

·3· · · · ·MR. JENKINS:· Well, I mean, there is

·4· other considerations in value of the property

·5· and all, but, I mean, you know, I have got some

·6· manufacturing over there.

·7· · · · ·And, you know, what if we have an

·8· industrial accident or if we have a fire and

·9· someone is dying and the emergency services are

10· on the other side of the railroad track waiting

11· for the train to get out of the way?· What

12· happens with that?

13· · · · ·And what happens to my fire insurance?

14· I mean, they are liable to evaluate it and say

15· we just can't cover you for what you -- you

16· know, because of the lack of access to get to

17· you in the event we have to.· I mean, that's

18· like a -- that's a quarterly bill that's going

19· to go up.· So I've got a lot of concerns.

20· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Well, be sure and make your

21· concerns known to the court reporter.

22· · · · ·MR. JENKINS:· I think I'll just say too

23· many to list.· How about that?· (Laughter).

24· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Yes, sir.· Phillip Osteen,
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·1· Osteen Mechanical Contractors, 4119 Pidgeon

·2· Roost Road, Memphis.· We're in the same area as

·3· Mr. Jenkins.· But the only access in and out of

·4· our property will be Homewood across the same

·5· railroad tracks he spoke of.

·6· · · · ·We're in the service business and

·7· service is a big part of our business.· We have

·8· trucks in and out all day long, and many times

·9· we're leaving to go to an emergency service

10· call at a plant or an office or different

11· places where we service the air conditioning

12· and mechanical equipment.· And we have very

13· short times to get there because of a plant

14· outage or any number of things.

15· · · · ·We also receive deliveries of parts and

16· equipment in and out all day, all hours of the

17· day starting at 6 o'clock in the morning and

18· can be late in the afternoon.· And this

19· railroad track many times are blocked I think

20· as long as an hour at a time.· I think they --

21· I just heard that it can be 3 and a half hours

22· a day.

23· · · · ·And we're not -- I don't believe our

24· delivery truck is going to sit there waiting
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·1· for the train track to clear to bring our

·2· delivery to us when we're waiting on it and

·3· it's critical to an operation that we're in the

·4· middle of.· So I'm not sure how we're going to

·5· be able to stay in business like that or stay

·6· there like that.

·7· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· We can't.· There

·8· is no way to operate like that.· There is no

·9· way.· We couldn't stay in business and stay

10· there.

11· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· There again, you know, I

12· can't really address that.· That's between you

13· all and the right of way department.· They will

14· appraise the property.· They'll talk to you.

15· They'll see what you're talking about.· And

16· whatever number you all decide on, you know, I

17· don't even get involved in that.

18· · · · ·MR. JENKINS:· That will be whatever

19· number they decide on.

20· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· I'm Steve Chipman.· I'm

21· with the right of way section.· I'll be happy

22· to talk to you about it.· Don't go out of here

23· thinking we're going to give you what we want

24· because that's not --



13
·1· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· No, I've had

·2· plenty of experience with them.

·3· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· Your comments and what we

·4· are going to hear tonight helps us to

·5· understand the situations.· Okay?· So just --

·6· we'll work with you and we'll explain to you

·7· what's going to happen.

·8· · · · ·So just understand this is our first

·9· chance to hear about the impact of the project.

10· Hearing your comments is -- that's priceless

11· for us if you want to tell us your ideas.  I

12· want to hear it because that's how we know it's

13· impacting your operation and that's how we look

14· at the damages.

15· · · · ·So just tell them on your comment card

16· exactly how it's impacting you because that's

17· very important to us.· Okay?· We can share it

18· with the appraisers.· We can look at things and

19· address now how we can improve it.· We would

20· like to reduce the impact as much as we

21· possibly can.

22· · · · ·If we can't, then we want to make sure

23· we pay you just compensation for it.· Okay?· So

24· I will give you my business card and you can
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·1· call me any time and I will talk to you.  I

·2· will come meet you on your property.· Okay?

·3· · · · ·But just understand that your comments

·4· tonight are very important.· Make sure you fill

·5· out a comment card and give it to the court

·6· reporter so the comments are passed in to us so

·7· we have a better understanding.· Okay?

·8· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· On that topic,

·9· the comment cards, can we take our time and

10· fill them out as we need to and get them in to

11· somebody, say, tomorrow at a later time?

12· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· I think they have got a

13· date, and I think it's probably -- because this

14· meeting is a design meeting for how to design

15· this.· So they have got like a schedule set,

16· but there is a reasonable time if you can get

17· it to them.· Okay?

18· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Is there a

19· railroad representative in the room?

20· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· I'm sorry?

21· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Is there a

22· railroad representative in the room?

23· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Not that I know of.· Yes,

24· sir.
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·1· · · · ·MR. VERNON:· Again, Mike Vernon.· The

·2· address I'm in question about is 4195 Lamar

·3· Avenue.· It looks like we're going to be taken

·4· out as a retention (inaudible).· My question

·5· is, when will the state start contacting us

·6· because the sooner we have time to start

·7· planning our move, find out what kind of monies

·8· we will get, we can start trying to find a

·9· reasonable relocation.

10· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Steve, let me know if I'm

11· talking out of turn, but I believe we're going

12· to have right of way plans ready this fall with

13· another right of way meeting to inform you all

14· of what's going on.

15· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· And that will be for

16· owners, landowners only.· Not just the general

17· public.

18· · · · ·(Inaudible comments made).

19· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· We'll have a meeting with

20· the property owners and we'll come in and see

21· the final plans and you'll be able to point out

22· things to us.· Sometimes the property line

23· changes, the ownership changes, and then also

24· you get to talk about the impacts again and
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·1· tell us about that.

·2· · · · ·But what the prices are at that time,

·3· we'll tell you about that, and we'll also give

·4· you information on the acquisition process.· If

·5· your business has been impacted in some kind of

·6· way and you're entitled to benefits there,

·7· we'll go over that with you.· If it's

·8· residential, we'll go over that with you.· But

·9· that's just for the property owner.· We'll come

10· back and talk to you about the process and help

11· you understand what the next moves are.

12· · · · ·And as soon as they get the plans we'll

13· set up a right of way meeting and you will get

14· a certified letter.· Make sure we have got your

15· address if you're a property owner.· That's

16· something you go to court for.· Make sure we've

17· got your address and your information because

18· that's very important to us, too, so we can

19· make sure anything that we distribute out, you

20· can get that information.· Okay?

21· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Will the

22· railroad be involved in that meeting?

23· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· If they're a

24· landowner, yes.



17
·1· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· They can.· Like tonight's

·2· meeting, we notify them, but since they are --

·3· their home office is in Texas.· Like us we're

·4· dealing with their time when they come in so we

·5· have to schedule a meeting to keep them

·6· informed.

·7· · · · ·If you have a question for the

·8· railroad, if you will send it to me I will

·9· share it with my contact because we are talking

10· to them on the other project.· And that's the

11· biggest part for them.· If you have a question

12· for the railroad, a railroad question, if you

13· will put it in here as a comment card, that's

14· important for us, too, because we want to know

15· about the railroad, too.· So whatever question

16· you got, pass it on to us and we'll be talking

17· to the people who represent the railroad

18· because they are anywhere from St. Louis to

19· Texas to Minnesota.

20· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· I know how hard

21· it is to call them.

22· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· We would love to be able to

23· force them to be here, but they are their own

24· separate entity.
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·1· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Mr. Chipman, we

·2· would like to invite you to come to our

·3· business to see at some point, for you to

·4· actually see how we do operate and how it would

·5· impact us.· I think that would mean a whole lot

·6· with you because you would see what it would do

·7· to us.

·8· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· Okay.· I will do that.  I

·9· always like to go to the business and visit

10· with the business owner.· It's good because our

11· contact and communication is we like to know as

12· much as we can and that way we know who we're

13· dealing with and what -- like if it's a

14· displacement, we like to have a first group of

15· appraisals to give them adequate time to make

16· arrangements to relocate or whatever they have

17· to do.· And that's our goal is to try to

18· minimize the impact to you and make it as

19· painless as possible.· And we also are like a

20· sounding board if you want to vent on it.

21· We'll take the punches.

22· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Steve, why don't you give a

23· brief explanation of the appraisal process.

24· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· Of the appraisal process?



19
·1· Yes, we hire field appraisers that have to

·2· be -- what you call them now -- the appraisers

·3· are licensed.· They are certified residential,

·4· certified general.· Certified general, that's

·5· the highest level.· And so for us we require a

·6· certified general appraiser.

·7· · · · ·There will be an appraisal.· We don't

·8· tell them what to put on the property.· A lot

·9· of people will tell you that but it's not,

10· because by law we have to pay you fair market

11· value for compensation.· Okay?· So that way we

12· get at least an appraisal.· We know from what

13· we essentially do from putting together this

14· appraisal of property, that's what we base our

15· values on.· And if there is damages, you want

16· to tell us damages.· If the damage is high, if

17· they come out and say 80 percent, then that's

18· what we understand is 80 percent.· And so

19· that's our point.· We come out and make you an

20· offer.

21· · · · ·Now, if you want to make a

22· counter-offer, that's up to you.· Okay?· And if

23· we can't reach an agreement, it's nothing bad,

24· because accommodation, it's part of your rights
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·1· as a property owner.· It's accommodation

·2· because that means that we'll take it to

·3· another level and hear the sides.· And it will

·4· be whatever the court decides.· Okay?· But

·5· hopefully we can negotiate and work it out.

·6· And most of the time everybody is pretty well

·7· satisfied because we use appraisers just like

·8· you would.· If you turn around and want to hire

·9· an appraiser to give you an appraisal on the

10· property to make sure we are in line, it will

11· be the same process.· You'd have somebody

12· certifying there because we won't accept

13· anything that's not by at least a certified

14· appraiser because they are the ones that

15· approve us with state and Federal regulations.

16· Okay?

17· · · · ·But we'll work with you.· We'll tell

18· you -- you know, we'll explain more to you when

19· we meet.· But understand that our possess is to

20· make sure that your rights as a property owner

21· are protected and that (inaudible) under the

22· law.· So we'll keep you informed.· We'll share

23· it with you.

24· · · · ·Our goal is hopefully we can work out
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·1· negotiations to provide the property for the

·2· project needed, and we will work you through

·3· the process.· And so if you ever have any

·4· questions even about the appraisal process or

·5· anything between now and then, call us.· I'll

·6· be happy to share it with you.· This process,

·7· our process, is to make sure we get a fair

·8· appraisal and then we are working with you.

·9· Okay?

10· · · · ·MR. ALLEN:· Curtis Allen, 3486

11· Clearpool Circle Road.· We can take our time

12· and fill these out and mail it in, right, to

13· the address on the back?

14· · · · ·MS. TERRELL:· You have 21 days.

15· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Question.· The

16· process you just outlined is the one you would

17· use on properties that you're acquiring

18· (inaudible) of right away.· What about those

19· properties that you're not acquiring from being

20· damaged or compromised by your design?

21· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· If it's directly affected

22· by it, then we'll -- if our project is touching

23· you or is like a loss of access, then we'll

24· appraise it.· But if it's not and you're not



22
·1· one of the tracks on the project, if you feel

·2· like you're being impacted, you can write a

·3· letter and submit a letter asking for

·4· consideration and state your case.· We'll

·5· review it and see if there is merit here.

·6· Okay?

·7· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· What is the time

·8· frame of this construction?· Is it going to be

·9· down in phases or is the whole stretch of road

10· going to be under construction at the same

11· time?

12· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· The whole thing would be --

13· it's one project from Perkins to Getwell.· The

14· schedule, we're talking 2 and a half to 3

15· years.

16· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· When will the

17· property acquisition meeting be, the right of

18· way --

19· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· About a year from now.

20· Probably about a year from now.

21· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· I have a

22· question.

23· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Yes, sir.

24· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Projects 2 and a
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·1· half to 3 years before completion, is that what

·2· you said or to start?

·3· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· That is the duration of

·4· the construction.

·5· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· The duration?

·6· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· Yes, sir.

·7· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· And I'm sure --

·8· I mean, I understand that probably at this time

·9· you really won't know how the access from some

10· of us that are affected is going to be during

11· the process of construction.· I mean, that's --

12· nobody can answer that, I guess, but obviously

13· that's a question in my mind.· So...

14· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Will the road

15· be -- at any point be down to like one lane or

16· two lanes during construction?· Is that what

17· we're looking at here, kind of bottle neck?

18· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Well, like any construction

19· project, there is going to be inconvenience.

20· And on Lamar right now during one phase I

21· believe we do have it down to one lane in each

22· direction.

23· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· I have a

24· question.· I'm Christopher Blog (phonetic) with
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·1· (inaudible) of America.· We are at a -- on a

·2· dead end street just to the north of that

·3· intersection.· And if you're going to tie it

·4· down to one lane of traffic both ways -- I'm on

·5· a dead end and I'm seeing we're going to have

·6· restrictions of customers in freight trucks

·7· coming in and out of Lamar for access.· Would

·8· that be something to consider for --

·9· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Well, I mean, once we build

10· the interchange at Winchester, the roadway is

11· going to be up in the air.· But once we come

12· down to grade we're going to be widening on the

13· outside and basically leaving the existing base

14· in place and building an overlaying mass.· So

15· the inconvenience from, oh, wherever the

16· access -- controlled access ends will be a lot

17· better from there to Getwell if you understand

18· what I'm saying.

19· · · · ·MR. BLOG:· I can just see a lot of

20· vehicles back up for hours and not be able to

21· get in and out of that road.

22· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Let me just

23· interject here.· I'm Nicole Lawrence.· I'm a

24· relations officer for Region 4 in West
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·1· Tennessee.· So the under construction portion

·2· right now from the state line to Shelby, we're

·3· maintaining two lanes of traffic.· We're adding

·4· an additional lane.

·5· · · · ·We've said all along we're going to do

·6· our nighttime lane closure so at night time it

·7· could be down to one lane, but during the

·8· daytime hours, unless there is an emergency of

·9· some kind, it's going to be two lanes.· That

10· will likely follow along in the other two

11· projects along Lamar Avenue.

12· · · · ·So we commit to, you know, maintaining

13· two lanes minus the nighttime hours when we

14· have to get a lot of work done.· We try to do a

15· lot of construction work at night to limit and

16· stay out of the -- you know, when everybody is

17· driving to and from work and making deliveries

18· and hauling (inaudible).· So I just wanted to

19· say that.

20· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· So 4030 Lamar

21· Avenue, this area is basically between

22· Winchester and Getwell.· We're actually on

23· (inaudible) and Lamar.· And we're asking about

24· the turning lanes.· Right now there is a small
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·1· piece of section where there is only two

·2· properties that have ease of access from going

·3· westbound into the properties on the left side.

·4· Is there any consideration going in to that?

·5· There is a lot of folks coming in.· Will there

·6· be some areas that are taken out or will it

·7· stay exactly the way it is?

·8· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· If you would, meet me back

·9· there and we'll look at the detailed plans and

10· I will be able to answer your question.

11· · · · ·Is that it?· Well, we'll be hanging

12· around until about 7 if you all have anymore

13· questions or anything.· We have got the mapping

14· over here and we've got detailed things here.

15· Thank you.

16· (WHEREUPON, THE HEARING ENDED AT APPROXIMATELY 7:00 P.M.)
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·1· · · · · · · · · PUBLIC COMMENTS

·2· · · · · The name of our business is Austein

·3· Mechanical Contractors.· We're at 4119 Pidgeon

·4· Roost Road.· Our concern is they have -- the

·5· way they have got the plan is they are going to

·6· bring the ramp off of Winchester on to Lamar

·7· right across the front of our parking lot and

·8· right in front of our building.

·9· · · · ·It's going to deadlock us where we

10· cannot access Lamar.· And the only way in is

11· off of Homewood which there is a railroad

12· track.· And a train is there -- there is four

13· tracks, and a train usually stops every day

14· anywhere from three to four hours a day.· So we

15· won't be able to get in and out of our property

16· while there is a train blocking the road

17· crossing.

18· · · · ·And we have service trucks that come in

19· and out all day.· We have deliveries, emergency

20· deliveries, that are in and out all day long

21· almost every day.· And if we need an ambulance

22· or fire truck, they couldn't get to us because

23· the only way in will be crossing the railroad

24· tracks.· And that would make our insurance go
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·1· up if the fire department couldn't get to us.

·2· So we are sort of landlocked.

·3· · · · ·Now, you know, we have five and a half

·4· acres right there.· When they first came to us

·5· and told us they were going to do this, they

·6· told us then that they were going to deadlock

·7· us, that we would not have a way in and out.

·8· And they did.· But now they are wanting to just

·9· draw us in a little drive to cross the railroad

10· track, and that's not going to work.· We would

11· have to shut our business down.· And that's not

12· going to happen.
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·1· · · · ·My name is Mr. Breazeale with JEJ

·2· Properties.· We have two buildings; one at 4215

·3· Lamar, and another at 4221 Lamar.· According to

·4· the drawings that the gentleman just showed me,

·5· the state would be buying the north building.

·6· They would take that whole piece of property on

·7· the north building, but then the bigger

·8· building is on the south,· it's 50,000 square

·9· feet, and would leave us with no access from

10· Lamar.

11· · · · ·And the only ground level access to the

12· buildings on the Lamar side of the building.

13· So it would leave me basically with an unusable

14· building.· Now, you would have to drive about

15· -- I'm guessing when I say this -- a half mile

16· to a mile around on Winchester Road to get into

17· the back side of the building.· But once you

18· got there, you would be at a dock level.· You

19· couldn't be at a ground level where we unload

20· all the merchandise.

21· · · · ·The people I lease the building to,

22· it's very important to them to have not only

23· the Lamar frontage but have easy access for

24· their customers to come do their ground level
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·1· loading on the Lamar side of the building.· So

·2· essentially it would leave me with an usable

·3· building.
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·1· · · · ·My name is Michael Vernon.· I'm

·2· co-trustee for the Rose Vernon Irrevocable

·3· Trust who owns the property at 4195 Lamar

·4· Avenue.· My home address is 4971 Hillsdale

·5· Drive in Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654.· My

·6· work address is 4195 Lamar Avenue, Memphis,

·7· Tennessee 38118.

·8· · · · ·My co-trustee is my sister, Donna

·9· Christie.· Her address is 125 North Mt.

10· Pleasant in Collierville, Tennessee 38017.· Her

11· phone number is 901-413-8073, I believe.· My

12· phone number is 901-493-8096.

13· · · · ·My concerns are the time tables to

14· relocate our business which has been there for

15· almost 40 years.· We depend very heavily on

16· retail walk-in business so our location means a

17· lot.· And I just think whoever has done the

18· design work on this hasn't really done a lot of

19· thinking because Pidgeon Roost Road, people we

20· will be leaving behind, should they have an

21· accident, a fire, or something like that, could

22· be in very serious conditions if the railroad

23· has the crossroads, whatever, blo9cked at

24· Homewood and the railroad tracks.· And they do
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·1· that -- every morning I see them there for

·2· about an hour.· I don't know how often the rest

·3· of the day they do that.· But it could be

·4· lossage for the state over people getting

·5· killed, dying, whatever, businesses burning to

·6· the ground.· It just doesn't seem like they

·7· have planned it properly.
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·1· · · · ·I'm Richard Ouyang.· My business is

·2· Rose Company.· And I just saw the man over

·3· there, the guy.· He tell me, you will close my

·4· driveway and the front door over there.· So my

·5· business will be shut down because I load the

·6· stuff from the front door.· If no front door, I

·7· have no business.
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·1· · · · ·Crown Inn, 4046 Lamar Avenue, 38118.

·2· The business owner name is Yogesh Jariwala.

·3· The contact number is 901-834-7820.· So the

·4· track number is 33.· We are right at the exit.

·5· So we just looked at the plan and it looks like

·6· a partial portion of our property is getting

·7· impacted.· The one where the office and our

·8· residence is.· And upstairs are the guest rooms

·9· and downstairs is our residence area and

10· office.
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·1· · · · · · · · · · · C E R T I F I C A T E

·2· STATE OF TENNESSEE· · )

·3· COUNTY OF SHELBY· · · )

·4· · · · · I, KARLA L. SEELY, CCR, LCR, No. 398,
· · Licensed Court Reporter, in and for the State
·5· of Tennessee, do hereby certify that the above
· · meeting was reported by me, and the transcript
·6· is a true and accurate record to the best of my
· · knowledge, skills and ability.
·7
· · · · · · I further certify that I am not related
·8· to nor an employee of counsel of any of the
· · parties to the action, nor am I in any way
·9· financially interested in the outcome of this
· · case.
10
· · · · · · I further certify that I am duly
11· licensed by the Tennessee Board of Court
· · Reporting as a Licensed Court Reporter as
12· evidenced by the LCR number and expiration date
· · following my name below.
13
· · · · · · I further certify that this transcript
14· is the work product of this court reporting
· · agency and any unauthorized reproduction of it
15· and/or transfer of it will be in violation of
· · Tennessee Code Annotated 39-14-104, Theft of
16· Services.

17
· · · · · · IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
18· my hand this ____ day of February, 2020.

19
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21· · · · · · · · · · · ·___________________________
· · · · · · · · · · · · ·Karla L. Seely, LCR No. 398
22· · · · · · · · · · · ·Expiration Date 6-30-2020
· · · · · · · · · · · · ·ALPHA REPORTING CORPORATION
23· · · · · · · · · · · ·236 Adams Avenue
· · · · · · · · · · · · ·Memphis, TN 38103
24· · · · · · · · · · · ·901-523-8974
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2
·1· · · · · MR. YOUNG:· Hello.· I'm Kenny Young.


·2· I'm the design engineer consultant for the


·3· state of Tennessee.· We're going to give you a


·4· brief summary of what we're proposing.


·5· Detailed plans are in the back, and an aerial


·6· of the photos are on the side over here.· So


·7· look for somebody with a name tag and they can


·8· answer specific questions.


·9· · · · · We're going to have an open house which


10· has already started and we'll answer any


11· questions you might have that we can.· And


12· we'll adjourn about 7 o'clock.· We have a court


13· reporter who is taking comments to get it on


14· record about your concerns.


15· · · · · All right.· We're improving Lamar


16· Avenue basically from Perkins to Getwell.


17· We're adding an additional lane in each


18· direction.· And we are proposing an interchange


19· at Winchester and Lamar.· We're going to revamp


20· the Perkins Road interchange to add a loop and


21· reduce the left turn southbound on Perkins.


22· · · · · So we're reconfiguring the Perkins


23· interchange.· We're building a new interchange


24· at Winchester, and we're modifying the Getwell


3
·1· Road interchange basically just replacing the


·2· bridge to accommodate the widening of Lamar.


·3· · · · · So the road from where it begins down


·4· here just south of Perkins all the way up to


·5· just north of Winchester will be like an


·6· interstate design and will be controlled


·7· access.· To those of you who have access from


·8· driveways to Lamar through that stretch, they


·9· are going to be taken out.


10· · · · · We are proposing a loop ramp right


11· there because this left turn right here backs


12· up Perkins every day for miles.· The


13· interchange at Winchester, we're proposing a


14· single point interchange.· If you go down 385,


15· you'll see one right after the other in which


16· the ramps turn all at the same time.


17· · · · · There is Perkins Road interchange.


18· Like I said, this is a new loop ramp to


19· eliminate this left turn right here and


20· increase the capacity of Perkins.· This ramp


21· right here will be upgraded to a two-lane ramp


22· at the intersection for a double left turn


23· lane, and there will be a new signal there.


24· · · · · Winchester Road, Lamar will be going


4
·1· over.· We're going to cut Winchester down


·2· several feet and these will be your single


·3· point ramps.· So wherever there is a ramp, it


·4· will be access controlled.


·5· · · · · There is really not much change to


·6· Getwell.· We're having to replace the bridge


·7· and also widen Lamar Avenue.· So we're


·8· basically rebuilding Getwell just enough to put


·9· in a new bridge.· These ramps will just be


10· turned out with minimal construction.


11· · · · · We're in the design phase.· I believe I


12· have to have right-of-way plans by the end of


13· this fall some time at which point the ball


14· should start rolling which you all will be


15· getting contacted by the right-of-way


16· department about negotiating a fee for right of


17· way.


18· · · · · But like I said, we have a court


19· reporter here.· You can fill out a card or give


20· her a comment.· It makes a public record.· It's


21· in there for good.· These are the two contacts


22· for TDOT; Gary Scruggs and Dennis Moultrie.


23· There is Dennis right there.· There is Gary.


24· · · · · Have you got any questions?


5
·1· · · · · (UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER):· Can you go


·2· back a slide so I can get the information off


·3· that?


·4· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Which one?


·5· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Go back a slide


·6· to the contact information.· There you go.


·7· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Yes, sir.


·8· · · · ·MR. VERNON:· Okay.· Several things.


·9· One, you got northbound on Lamar getting off at


10· Raines/Perkins overpass when you turn left.


11· Has anybody actually gone there in the morning?


12· The problem is not turning left.· It's being


13· able to work your way up the ramp because of


14· all the people turning right.


15· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Right.


16· · · · ·MR. VERNON:· And thank God when I go by


17· I just sit and wait (inaudible).· Also, I don't


18· see a -- northbound on Getwell getting onto


19· Lamar going north.· Going north on Getwell and


20· wanting to turn left to get onto Lamar heading


21· south, there are some businesses there.· They


22· have that got that same -- unless they put a


23· light there they have got the same left-hand


24· problem they have had since they put that in







6
·1· fifty years ago.


·2· · · · ·And last but not least, Pidgeon Roost


·3· Road access, the only access they will be


·4· having is across the railroad tracks, and the


·5· railroad likes to block that at all times.· And


·6· if there is an accident or something and


·7· somebody needs an ambulance, you're up a creek.


·8· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Well, as far as the ramp on


·9· Perkins, we're going to put the double left


10· turning lane in there.· And it's going to have


11· a signal.· Well, hopefully the signal when it


12· stops traffic on Perkins will allow the right


13· turns much more capacity.· Because I have been


14· there in the morning.


15· · · · ·MR. VERNON:· Well, I'm just glad I


16· don't have to get off there.· I would go up to


17· Goodwin and --


18· · · · ·MS. TERRELL:· Can you please state your


19· name and address before any questions, please,


20· so the court reporter can get it for the


21· record.


22· · · · ·MR. VERNON:· My name is Mike Vernon.


23· My address is 4971 Hillsdale Drive, Olive


24· Branch, Mississippi 38654.


7
·1· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Now, the Joe Candle ramp


·2· we're talking about at Getwell --


·3· · · · ·MR. VERNON:· Right.


·4· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· -- is it the Joe Candle?


·5· · · · ·MR. VERNON:· Right now you have got it


·6· as both onbound/turn right onto Getwell.


·7· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Is it that one right there


·8· (indicating)?


·9· · · · ·MR. VERNON:· Yes.


10· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· We looked at rebuilding


11· this entire interchange, but we got problems


12· with the railroad bridge.· They have gone in


13· there and built a third track, and the existing


14· bridge is too low as it is.· So to replace that


15· bridge we would have to bump it up about four


16· feet which means it would just keep getting


17· worse and worse and worse.· We'd get into the


18· Winchester Road interchange.


19· · · · ·So we looked at the traffic volumes at


20· all these intersections and we ran a traffic


21· analysis on them.· And the numbers say they


22· worked at a level of service of A.· A, the


23· best.· You never get level service of A on any


24· road you design.


8
·1· · · · ·So we felt like it was good enough to


·2· leave them as they were because in order to


·3· improve this, we really don't have enough room


·4· from the railroad to Lamar.· The ramps I put in


·5· there were 10 percent which the Feds don't


·6· like.


·7· · · · ·That's the reason back in the sixties


·8· they built that jug handle.· They had the same


·9· problem.· You can't get over the railroad and


10· down fast enough to hit Lamar.


11· · · · ·Anybody else?


12· · · · ·MR. BREAZEALE:· Yes, please.· My name


13· is Jim Breazeale.· And the address is 4221


14· Lamar.· We have two businesses there that front


15· on Lamar, and the drawings show the access of


16· course being cut off totally from those


17· businesses from Lamar.· And it would be the


18· same situation.· You would have to drive all


19· the way around Winchester to Pidgeon Roost


20· Road.· And on that side of the building there


21· is no ground level side of the building.· The


22· dock is on that side.· So we'd be left with a


23· building that is largely unusable.


24· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Well, I mean, that's a --


9
·1· you build a controlled access road, you just


·2· can't have access to these ramps or the main


·3· line.· The damages you incur you would have to


·4· negotiate and talk to the TDOT right of way


·5· people.· That's all I can tell you.


·6· · · · ·Anybody else?


·7· · · · ·MR. JENKINS:· I got a question.


·8· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Yes, sir.


·9· · · · ·MR. JENKINS:· My name is Jenkins and


10· I've got property near the corner of Homewood


11· and Pidgeon Roost.· My question would be what


12· consideration -- obviously, you've looked at


13· the flow of traffic and you all know what you


14· feel is best.· But what consideration have you


15· all given to the people the you're landlocking


16· between the no access highway and the railroad


17· which is blocked the majority of the time?


18· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· I'm sure that the right of


19· way people take that in consideration and you


20· will be given damages.· How much that is, I


21· have no idea.


22· · · · ·MR. JENKINS:· I got a feeling the


23· damages of mine may not be the same.


24· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Usually that's the case.
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·1· But they just can't go in and damage your


·2· property and not compensate you.


·3· · · · ·MR. JENKINS:· Well, I mean, there is


·4· other considerations in value of the property


·5· and all, but, I mean, you know, I have got some


·6· manufacturing over there.


·7· · · · ·And, you know, what if we have an


·8· industrial accident or if we have a fire and


·9· someone is dying and the emergency services are


10· on the other side of the railroad track waiting


11· for the train to get out of the way?· What


12· happens with that?


13· · · · ·And what happens to my fire insurance?


14· I mean, they are liable to evaluate it and say


15· we just can't cover you for what you -- you


16· know, because of the lack of access to get to


17· you in the event we have to.· I mean, that's


18· like a -- that's a quarterly bill that's going


19· to go up.· So I've got a lot of concerns.


20· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Well, be sure and make your


21· concerns known to the court reporter.


22· · · · ·MR. JENKINS:· I think I'll just say too


23· many to list.· How about that?· (Laughter).


24· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Yes, sir.· Phillip Osteen,


11
·1· Osteen Mechanical Contractors, 4119 Pidgeon


·2· Roost Road, Memphis.· We're in the same area as


·3· Mr. Jenkins.· But the only access in and out of


·4· our property will be Homewood across the same


·5· railroad tracks he spoke of.


·6· · · · ·We're in the service business and


·7· service is a big part of our business.· We have


·8· trucks in and out all day long, and many times


·9· we're leaving to go to an emergency service


10· call at a plant or an office or different


11· places where we service the air conditioning


12· and mechanical equipment.· And we have very


13· short times to get there because of a plant


14· outage or any number of things.


15· · · · ·We also receive deliveries of parts and


16· equipment in and out all day, all hours of the


17· day starting at 6 o'clock in the morning and


18· can be late in the afternoon.· And this


19· railroad track many times are blocked I think


20· as long as an hour at a time.· I think they --


21· I just heard that it can be 3 and a half hours


22· a day.


23· · · · ·And we're not -- I don't believe our


24· delivery truck is going to sit there waiting


12
·1· for the train track to clear to bring our


·2· delivery to us when we're waiting on it and


·3· it's critical to an operation that we're in the


·4· middle of.· So I'm not sure how we're going to


·5· be able to stay in business like that or stay


·6· there like that.


·7· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· We can't.· There


·8· is no way to operate like that.· There is no


·9· way.· We couldn't stay in business and stay


10· there.


11· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· There again, you know, I


12· can't really address that.· That's between you


13· all and the right of way department.· They will


14· appraise the property.· They'll talk to you.


15· They'll see what you're talking about.· And


16· whatever number you all decide on, you know, I


17· don't even get involved in that.


18· · · · ·MR. JENKINS:· That will be whatever


19· number they decide on.


20· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· I'm Steve Chipman.· I'm


21· with the right of way section.· I'll be happy


22· to talk to you about it.· Don't go out of here


23· thinking we're going to give you what we want


24· because that's not --


13
·1· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· No, I've had


·2· plenty of experience with them.


·3· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· Your comments and what we


·4· are going to hear tonight helps us to


·5· understand the situations.· Okay?· So just --


·6· we'll work with you and we'll explain to you


·7· what's going to happen.


·8· · · · ·So just understand this is our first


·9· chance to hear about the impact of the project.


10· Hearing your comments is -- that's priceless


11· for us if you want to tell us your ideas.  I


12· want to hear it because that's how we know it's


13· impacting your operation and that's how we look


14· at the damages.


15· · · · ·So just tell them on your comment card


16· exactly how it's impacting you because that's


17· very important to us.· Okay?· We can share it


18· with the appraisers.· We can look at things and


19· address now how we can improve it.· We would


20· like to reduce the impact as much as we


21· possibly can.


22· · · · ·If we can't, then we want to make sure


23· we pay you just compensation for it.· Okay?· So


24· I will give you my business card and you can







14
·1· call me any time and I will talk to you.  I


·2· will come meet you on your property.· Okay?


·3· · · · ·But just understand that your comments


·4· tonight are very important.· Make sure you fill


·5· out a comment card and give it to the court


·6· reporter so the comments are passed in to us so


·7· we have a better understanding.· Okay?


·8· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· On that topic,


·9· the comment cards, can we take our time and


10· fill them out as we need to and get them in to


11· somebody, say, tomorrow at a later time?


12· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· I think they have got a


13· date, and I think it's probably -- because this


14· meeting is a design meeting for how to design


15· this.· So they have got like a schedule set,


16· but there is a reasonable time if you can get


17· it to them.· Okay?


18· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Is there a


19· railroad representative in the room?


20· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· I'm sorry?


21· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Is there a


22· railroad representative in the room?


23· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Not that I know of.· Yes,


24· sir.


15
·1· · · · ·MR. VERNON:· Again, Mike Vernon.· The


·2· address I'm in question about is 4195 Lamar


·3· Avenue.· It looks like we're going to be taken


·4· out as a retention (inaudible).· My question


·5· is, when will the state start contacting us


·6· because the sooner we have time to start


·7· planning our move, find out what kind of monies


·8· we will get, we can start trying to find a


·9· reasonable relocation.


10· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Steve, let me know if I'm


11· talking out of turn, but I believe we're going


12· to have right of way plans ready this fall with


13· another right of way meeting to inform you all


14· of what's going on.


15· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· And that will be for


16· owners, landowners only.· Not just the general


17· public.


18· · · · ·(Inaudible comments made).


19· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· We'll have a meeting with


20· the property owners and we'll come in and see


21· the final plans and you'll be able to point out


22· things to us.· Sometimes the property line


23· changes, the ownership changes, and then also


24· you get to talk about the impacts again and


16
·1· tell us about that.


·2· · · · ·But what the prices are at that time,


·3· we'll tell you about that, and we'll also give


·4· you information on the acquisition process.· If


·5· your business has been impacted in some kind of


·6· way and you're entitled to benefits there,


·7· we'll go over that with you.· If it's


·8· residential, we'll go over that with you.· But


·9· that's just for the property owner.· We'll come


10· back and talk to you about the process and help


11· you understand what the next moves are.


12· · · · ·And as soon as they get the plans we'll


13· set up a right of way meeting and you will get


14· a certified letter.· Make sure we have got your


15· address if you're a property owner.· That's


16· something you go to court for.· Make sure we've


17· got your address and your information because


18· that's very important to us, too, so we can


19· make sure anything that we distribute out, you


20· can get that information.· Okay?


21· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Will the


22· railroad be involved in that meeting?


23· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· If they're a


24· landowner, yes.


17
·1· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· They can.· Like tonight's


·2· meeting, we notify them, but since they are --


·3· their home office is in Texas.· Like us we're


·4· dealing with their time when they come in so we


·5· have to schedule a meeting to keep them


·6· informed.


·7· · · · ·If you have a question for the


·8· railroad, if you will send it to me I will


·9· share it with my contact because we are talking


10· to them on the other project.· And that's the


11· biggest part for them.· If you have a question


12· for the railroad, a railroad question, if you


13· will put it in here as a comment card, that's


14· important for us, too, because we want to know


15· about the railroad, too.· So whatever question


16· you got, pass it on to us and we'll be talking


17· to the people who represent the railroad


18· because they are anywhere from St. Louis to


19· Texas to Minnesota.


20· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· I know how hard


21· it is to call them.


22· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· We would love to be able to


23· force them to be here, but they are their own


24· separate entity.







18
·1· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Mr. Chipman, we


·2· would like to invite you to come to our


·3· business to see at some point, for you to


·4· actually see how we do operate and how it would


·5· impact us.· I think that would mean a whole lot


·6· with you because you would see what it would do


·7· to us.


·8· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· Okay.· I will do that.  I


·9· always like to go to the business and visit


10· with the business owner.· It's good because our


11· contact and communication is we like to know as


12· much as we can and that way we know who we're


13· dealing with and what -- like if it's a


14· displacement, we like to have a first group of


15· appraisals to give them adequate time to make


16· arrangements to relocate or whatever they have


17· to do.· And that's our goal is to try to


18· minimize the impact to you and make it as


19· painless as possible.· And we also are like a


20· sounding board if you want to vent on it.


21· We'll take the punches.


22· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Steve, why don't you give a


23· brief explanation of the appraisal process.


24· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· Of the appraisal process?


19
·1· Yes, we hire field appraisers that have to


·2· be -- what you call them now -- the appraisers


·3· are licensed.· They are certified residential,


·4· certified general.· Certified general, that's


·5· the highest level.· And so for us we require a


·6· certified general appraiser.


·7· · · · ·There will be an appraisal.· We don't


·8· tell them what to put on the property.· A lot


·9· of people will tell you that but it's not,


10· because by law we have to pay you fair market


11· value for compensation.· Okay?· So that way we


12· get at least an appraisal.· We know from what


13· we essentially do from putting together this


14· appraisal of property, that's what we base our


15· values on.· And if there is damages, you want


16· to tell us damages.· If the damage is high, if


17· they come out and say 80 percent, then that's


18· what we understand is 80 percent.· And so


19· that's our point.· We come out and make you an


20· offer.


21· · · · ·Now, if you want to make a


22· counter-offer, that's up to you.· Okay?· And if


23· we can't reach an agreement, it's nothing bad,


24· because accommodation, it's part of your rights


20
·1· as a property owner.· It's accommodation


·2· because that means that we'll take it to


·3· another level and hear the sides.· And it will


·4· be whatever the court decides.· Okay?· But


·5· hopefully we can negotiate and work it out.


·6· And most of the time everybody is pretty well


·7· satisfied because we use appraisers just like


·8· you would.· If you turn around and want to hire


·9· an appraiser to give you an appraisal on the


10· property to make sure we are in line, it will


11· be the same process.· You'd have somebody


12· certifying there because we won't accept


13· anything that's not by at least a certified


14· appraiser because they are the ones that


15· approve us with state and Federal regulations.


16· Okay?


17· · · · ·But we'll work with you.· We'll tell


18· you -- you know, we'll explain more to you when


19· we meet.· But understand that our possess is to


20· make sure that your rights as a property owner


21· are protected and that (inaudible) under the


22· law.· So we'll keep you informed.· We'll share


23· it with you.


24· · · · ·Our goal is hopefully we can work out


21
·1· negotiations to provide the property for the


·2· project needed, and we will work you through


·3· the process.· And so if you ever have any


·4· questions even about the appraisal process or


·5· anything between now and then, call us.· I'll


·6· be happy to share it with you.· This process,


·7· our process, is to make sure we get a fair


·8· appraisal and then we are working with you.


·9· Okay?


10· · · · ·MR. ALLEN:· Curtis Allen, 3486


11· Clearpool Circle Road.· We can take our time


12· and fill these out and mail it in, right, to


13· the address on the back?


14· · · · ·MS. TERRELL:· You have 21 days.


15· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Question.· The


16· process you just outlined is the one you would


17· use on properties that you're acquiring


18· (inaudible) of right away.· What about those


19· properties that you're not acquiring from being


20· damaged or compromised by your design?


21· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· If it's directly affected


22· by it, then we'll -- if our project is touching


23· you or is like a loss of access, then we'll


24· appraise it.· But if it's not and you're not







22
·1· one of the tracks on the project, if you feel


·2· like you're being impacted, you can write a


·3· letter and submit a letter asking for


·4· consideration and state your case.· We'll


·5· review it and see if there is merit here.


·6· Okay?


·7· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· What is the time


·8· frame of this construction?· Is it going to be


·9· down in phases or is the whole stretch of road


10· going to be under construction at the same


11· time?


12· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· The whole thing would be --


13· it's one project from Perkins to Getwell.· The


14· schedule, we're talking 2 and a half to 3


15· years.


16· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· When will the


17· property acquisition meeting be, the right of


18· way --


19· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· About a year from now.


20· Probably about a year from now.


21· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· I have a


22· question.


23· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Yes, sir.


24· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Projects 2 and a


23
·1· half to 3 years before completion, is that what


·2· you said or to start?


·3· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· That is the duration of


·4· the construction.


·5· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· The duration?


·6· · · · ·MR. CHIPMAN:· Yes, sir.


·7· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· And I'm sure --


·8· I mean, I understand that probably at this time


·9· you really won't know how the access from some


10· of us that are affected is going to be during


11· the process of construction.· I mean, that's --


12· nobody can answer that, I guess, but obviously


13· that's a question in my mind.· So...


14· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Will the road


15· be -- at any point be down to like one lane or


16· two lanes during construction?· Is that what


17· we're looking at here, kind of bottle neck?


18· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Well, like any construction


19· project, there is going to be inconvenience.


20· And on Lamar right now during one phase I


21· believe we do have it down to one lane in each


22· direction.


23· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· I have a


24· question.· I'm Christopher Blog (phonetic) with


24
·1· (inaudible) of America.· We are at a -- on a


·2· dead end street just to the north of that


·3· intersection.· And if you're going to tie it


·4· down to one lane of traffic both ways -- I'm on


·5· a dead end and I'm seeing we're going to have


·6· restrictions of customers in freight trucks


·7· coming in and out of Lamar for access.· Would


·8· that be something to consider for --


·9· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· Well, I mean, once we build


10· the interchange at Winchester, the roadway is


11· going to be up in the air.· But once we come


12· down to grade we're going to be widening on the


13· outside and basically leaving the existing base


14· in place and building an overlaying mass.· So


15· the inconvenience from, oh, wherever the


16· access -- controlled access ends will be a lot


17· better from there to Getwell if you understand


18· what I'm saying.


19· · · · ·MR. BLOG:· I can just see a lot of


20· vehicles back up for hours and not be able to


21· get in and out of that road.


22· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Let me just


23· interject here.· I'm Nicole Lawrence.· I'm a


24· relations officer for Region 4 in West
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·1· Tennessee.· So the under construction portion


·2· right now from the state line to Shelby, we're


·3· maintaining two lanes of traffic.· We're adding


·4· an additional lane.


·5· · · · ·We've said all along we're going to do


·6· our nighttime lane closure so at night time it


·7· could be down to one lane, but during the


·8· daytime hours, unless there is an emergency of


·9· some kind, it's going to be two lanes.· That


10· will likely follow along in the other two


11· projects along Lamar Avenue.


12· · · · ·So we commit to, you know, maintaining


13· two lanes minus the nighttime hours when we


14· have to get a lot of work done.· We try to do a


15· lot of construction work at night to limit and


16· stay out of the -- you know, when everybody is


17· driving to and from work and making deliveries


18· and hauling (inaudible).· So I just wanted to


19· say that.


20· · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· So 4030 Lamar


21· Avenue, this area is basically between


22· Winchester and Getwell.· We're actually on


23· (inaudible) and Lamar.· And we're asking about


24· the turning lanes.· Right now there is a small
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·1· piece of section where there is only two


·2· properties that have ease of access from going


·3· westbound into the properties on the left side.


·4· Is there any consideration going in to that?


·5· There is a lot of folks coming in.· Will there


·6· be some areas that are taken out or will it


·7· stay exactly the way it is?


·8· · · · ·MR. YOUNG:· If you would, meet me back


·9· there and we'll look at the detailed plans and


10· I will be able to answer your question.


11· · · · ·Is that it?· Well, we'll be hanging


12· around until about 7 if you all have anymore


13· questions or anything.· We have got the mapping


14· over here and we've got detailed things here.


15· Thank you.


16· (WHEREUPON, THE HEARING ENDED AT APPROXIMATELY 7:00 P.M.)
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·1· · · · · · · · · PUBLIC COMMENTS


·2· · · · · The name of our business is Austein


·3· Mechanical Contractors.· We're at 4119 Pidgeon


·4· Roost Road.· Our concern is they have -- the


·5· way they have got the plan is they are going to


·6· bring the ramp off of Winchester on to Lamar


·7· right across the front of our parking lot and


·8· right in front of our building.


·9· · · · ·It's going to deadlock us where we


10· cannot access Lamar.· And the only way in is


11· off of Homewood which there is a railroad


12· track.· And a train is there -- there is four


13· tracks, and a train usually stops every day


14· anywhere from three to four hours a day.· So we


15· won't be able to get in and out of our property


16· while there is a train blocking the road


17· crossing.


18· · · · ·And we have service trucks that come in


19· and out all day.· We have deliveries, emergency


20· deliveries, that are in and out all day long


21· almost every day.· And if we need an ambulance


22· or fire truck, they couldn't get to us because


23· the only way in will be crossing the railroad


24· tracks.· And that would make our insurance go
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·1· up if the fire department couldn't get to us.


·2· So we are sort of landlocked.


·3· · · · ·Now, you know, we have five and a half


·4· acres right there.· When they first came to us


·5· and told us they were going to do this, they


·6· told us then that they were going to deadlock


·7· us, that we would not have a way in and out.


·8· And they did.· But now they are wanting to just


·9· draw us in a little drive to cross the railroad


10· track, and that's not going to work.· We would


11· have to shut our business down.· And that's not


12· going to happen.
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·1· · · · ·My name is Mr. Breazeale with JEJ


·2· Properties.· We have two buildings; one at 4215


·3· Lamar, and another at 4221 Lamar.· According to


·4· the drawings that the gentleman just showed me,


·5· the state would be buying the north building.


·6· They would take that whole piece of property on


·7· the north building, but then the bigger


·8· building is on the south,· it's 50,000 square


·9· feet, and would leave us with no access from


10· Lamar.


11· · · · ·And the only ground level access to the


12· buildings on the Lamar side of the building.


13· So it would leave me basically with an unusable


14· building.· Now, you would have to drive about


15· -- I'm guessing when I say this -- a half mile


16· to a mile around on Winchester Road to get into


17· the back side of the building.· But once you


18· got there, you would be at a dock level.· You


19· couldn't be at a ground level where we unload


20· all the merchandise.


21· · · · ·The people I lease the building to,


22· it's very important to them to have not only


23· the Lamar frontage but have easy access for


24· their customers to come do their ground level
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·1· loading on the Lamar side of the building.· So


·2· essentially it would leave me with an usable


·3· building.
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·1· · · · ·My name is Michael Vernon.· I'm


·2· co-trustee for the Rose Vernon Irrevocable


·3· Trust who owns the property at 4195 Lamar


·4· Avenue.· My home address is 4971 Hillsdale


·5· Drive in Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654.· My


·6· work address is 4195 Lamar Avenue, Memphis,


·7· Tennessee 38118.


·8· · · · ·My co-trustee is my sister, Donna


·9· Christie.· Her address is 125 North Mt.


10· Pleasant in Collierville, Tennessee 38017.· Her


11· phone number is 901-413-8073, I believe.· My


12· phone number is 901-493-8096.


13· · · · ·My concerns are the time tables to


14· relocate our business which has been there for


15· almost 40 years.· We depend very heavily on


16· retail walk-in business so our location means a


17· lot.· And I just think whoever has done the


18· design work on this hasn't really done a lot of


19· thinking because Pidgeon Roost Road, people we


20· will be leaving behind, should they have an


21· accident, a fire, or something like that, could


22· be in very serious conditions if the railroad


23· has the crossroads, whatever, blo9cked at


24· Homewood and the railroad tracks.· And they do
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·1· that -- every morning I see them there for


·2· about an hour.· I don't know how often the rest


·3· of the day they do that.· But it could be


·4· lossage for the state over people getting


·5· killed, dying, whatever, businesses burning to


·6· the ground.· It just doesn't seem like they


·7· have planned it properly.


·8


·9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


33
·1· · · · ·I'm Richard Ouyang.· My business is


·2· Rose Company.· And I just saw the man over


·3· there, the guy.· He tell me, you will close my


·4· driveway and the front door over there.· So my


·5· business will be shut down because I load the


·6· stuff from the front door.· If no front door, I


·7· have no business.
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·1· · · · ·Crown Inn, 4046 Lamar Avenue, 38118.


·2· The business owner name is Yogesh Jariwala.


·3· The contact number is 901-834-7820.· So the


·4· track number is 33.· We are right at the exit.


·5· So we just looked at the plan and it looks like


·6· a partial portion of our property is getting


·7· impacted.· The one where the office and our


·8· residence is.· And upstairs are the guest rooms


·9· and downstairs is our residence area and


10· office.
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· · Licensed Court Reporter, in and for the State
·5· of Tennessee, do hereby certify that the above
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·7
· · · · · · I further certify that I am not related
·8· to nor an employee of counsel of any of the
· · parties to the action, nor am I in any way
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· · case.
10
· · · · · · I further certify that I am duly
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· · Reporting as a Licensed Court Reporter as
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13
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14· is the work product of this court reporting
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17
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19
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 1          MR. YOUNG:  Hello.  I'm Kenny Young.  

 2  I'm the design engineer consultant for the 

 3  state of Tennessee.  We're going to give you a 

 4  brief summary of what we're proposing.  

 5  Detailed plans are in the back, and an aerial 

 6  of the photos are on the side over here.  So 

 7  look for somebody with a name tag and they can 

 8  answer specific questions.  

 9          We're going to have an open house which 

10  has already started and we'll answer any 

11  questions you might have that we can.  And 

12  we'll adjourn about 7 o'clock.  We have a court 

13  reporter who is taking comments to get it on 

14  record about your concerns.  

15          All right.  We're improving Lamar 

16  Avenue basically from Perkins to Getwell.  

17  We're adding an additional lane in each 

18  direction.  And we are proposing an interchange 

19  at Winchester and Lamar.  We're going to revamp 

20  the Perkins Road interchange to add a loop and 

21  reduce the left turn southbound on Perkins.  

22          So we're reconfiguring the Perkins 

23  interchange.  We're building a new interchange 

24  at Winchester, and we're modifying the Getwell 
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 1  Road interchange basically just replacing the 

 2  bridge to accommodate the widening of Lamar.  

 3          So the road from where it begins down 

 4  here just south of Perkins all the way up to 

 5  just north of Winchester will be like an 

 6  interstate design and will be controlled 

 7  access.  To those of you who have access from 

 8  driveways to Lamar through that stretch, they 

 9  are going to be taken out.  

10          We are proposing a loop ramp right 

11  there because this left turn right here backs 

12  up Perkins every day for miles.  The 

13  interchange at Winchester, we're proposing a 

14  single point interchange.  If you go down 385, 

15  you'll see one right after the other in which 

16  the ramps turn all at the same time. 

17          There is Perkins Road interchange.  

18  Like I said, this is a new loop ramp to 

19  eliminate this left turn right here and 

20  increase the capacity of Perkins.  This ramp 

21  right here will be upgraded to a two-lane ramp 

22  at the intersection for a double left turn 

23  lane, and there will be a new signal there.  

24          Winchester Road, Lamar will be going 
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 1  over.  We're going to cut Winchester down 

 2  several feet and these will be your single 

 3  point ramps.  So wherever there is a ramp, it 

 4  will be access controlled.  

 5          There is really not much change to 

 6  Getwell.  We're having to replace the bridge 

 7  and also widen Lamar Avenue.  So we're 

 8  basically rebuilding Getwell just enough to put 

 9  in a new bridge.  These ramps will just be 

10  turned out with minimal construction.

11          We're in the design phase.  I believe I 

12  have to have right-of-way plans by the end of 

13  this fall some time at which point the ball 

14  should start rolling which you all will be 

15  getting contacted by the right-of-way 

16  department about negotiating a fee for right of 

17  way.  

18          But like I said, we have a court 

19  reporter here.  You can fill out a card or give 

20  her a comment.  It makes a public record.  It's 

21  in there for good.  These are the two contacts 

22  for TDOT; Gary Scruggs and Dennis Moultrie.  

23  There is Dennis right there.  There is Gary.  

24          Have you got any questions?  
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 1          (UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER):  Can you go 

 2  back a slide so I can get the information off 

 3  that?

 4         MR. YOUNG:  Which one?  

 5         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Go back a slide 

 6  to the contact information.  There you go.  

 7         MR. YOUNG:  Yes, sir.

 8         MR. VERNON:  Okay.  Several things.  

 9  One, you got northbound on Lamar getting off at 

10  Raines/Perkins overpass when you turn left.  

11  Has anybody actually gone there in the morning?  

12  The problem is not turning left.  It's being 

13  able to work your way up the ramp because of 

14  all the people turning right.  

15         MR. YOUNG:  Right.

16         MR. VERNON:  And thank God when I go by 

17  I just sit and wait (inaudible).  Also, I don't 

18  see a -- northbound on Getwell getting onto 

19  Lamar going north.  Going north on Getwell and 

20  wanting to turn left to get onto Lamar heading 

21  south, there are some businesses there.  They 

22  have that got that same -- unless they put a 

23  light there they have got the same left-hand 

24  problem they have had since they put that in 
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 1  fifty years ago.  

 2         And last but not least, Pidgeon Roost 

 3  Road access, the only access they will be 

 4  having is across the railroad tracks, and the 

 5  railroad likes to block that at all times.  And 

 6  if there is an accident or something and 

 7  somebody needs an ambulance, you're up a creek.  

 8         MR. YOUNG:  Well, as far as the ramp on 

 9  Perkins, we're going to put the double left 

10  turning lane in there.  And it's going to have 

11  a signal.  Well, hopefully the signal when it 

12  stops traffic on Perkins will allow the right 

13  turns much more capacity.  Because I have been 

14  there in the morning.  

15         MR. VERNON:  Well, I'm just glad I 

16  don't have to get off there.  I would go up to 

17  Goodwin and --

18         MS. TERRELL:  Can you please state your 

19  name and address before any questions, please, 

20  so the court reporter can get it for the 

21  record.  

22         MR. VERNON:  My name is Mike Vernon.  

23  My address is 4971 Hillsdale Drive, Olive 

24  Branch, Mississippi 38654.  
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 1         MR. YOUNG:  Now, the Joe Candle ramp 

 2  we're talking about at Getwell -- 

 3         MR. VERNON:  Right.

 4         MR. YOUNG:  -- is it the Joe Candle?  

 5         MR. VERNON:  Right now you have got it 

 6  as both onbound/turn right onto Getwell.  

 7         MR. YOUNG:  Is it that one right there  

 8  (indicating)?

 9         MR. VERNON:  Yes.  

10         MR. YOUNG:  We looked at rebuilding 

11  this entire interchange, but we got problems 

12  with the railroad bridge.  They have gone in 

13  there and built a third track, and the existing 

14  bridge is too low as it is.  So to replace that 

15  bridge we would have to bump it up about four 

16  feet which means it would just keep getting 

17  worse and worse and worse.  We'd get into the 

18  Winchester Road interchange.  

19         So we looked at the traffic volumes at 

20  all these intersections and we ran a traffic 

21  analysis on them.  And the numbers say they 

22  worked at a level of service of A.  A, the 

23  best.  You never get level service of A on any 

24  road you design.  
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 1         So we felt like it was good enough to 

 2  leave them as they were because in order to 

 3  improve this, we really don't have enough room 

 4  from the railroad to Lamar.  The ramps I put in 

 5  there were 10 percent which the Feds don't 

 6  like.  

 7         That's the reason back in the sixties 

 8  they built that jug handle.  They had the same 

 9  problem.  You can't get over the railroad and 

10  down fast enough to hit Lamar.  

11         Anybody else?

12         MR. BREAZEALE:  Yes, please.  My name 

13  is Jim Breazeale.  And the address is 4221 

14  Lamar.  We have two businesses there that front 

15  on Lamar, and the drawings show the access of 

16  course being cut off totally from those 

17  businesses from Lamar.  And it would be the 

18  same situation.  You would have to drive all 

19  the way around Winchester to Pidgeon Roost 

20  Road.  And on that side of the building there 

21  is no ground level side of the building.  The 

22  dock is on that side.  So we'd be left with a 

23  building that is largely unusable.  

24         MR. YOUNG:  Well, I mean, that's a -- 
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 1  you build a controlled access road, you just 

 2  can't have access to these ramps or the main 

 3  line.  The damages you incur you would have to 

 4  negotiate and talk to the TDOT right of way 

 5  people.  That's all I can tell you. 

 6         Anybody else?  

 7         MR. JENKINS:  I got a question.  

 8         MR. YOUNG:  Yes, sir.

 9         MR. JENKINS:  My name is Jenkins and 

10  I've got property near the corner of Homewood 

11  and Pidgeon Roost.  My question would be what 

12  consideration -- obviously, you've looked at 

13  the flow of traffic and you all know what you 

14  feel is best.  But what consideration have you 

15  all given to the people the you're landlocking 

16  between the no access highway and the railroad 

17  which is blocked the majority of the time?  

18         MR. YOUNG:  I'm sure that the right of 

19  way people take that in consideration and you 

20  will be given damages.  How much that is, I 

21  have no idea.

22         MR. JENKINS:  I got a feeling the 

23  damages of mine may not be the same.

24         MR. YOUNG:  Usually that's the case.  
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 1  But they just can't go in and damage your 

 2  property and not compensate you.

 3         MR. JENKINS:  Well, I mean, there is 

 4  other considerations in value of the property 

 5  and all, but, I mean, you know, I have got some 

 6  manufacturing over there.  

 7         And, you know, what if we have an 

 8  industrial accident or if we have a fire and 

 9  someone is dying and the emergency services are 

10  on the other side of the railroad track waiting 

11  for the train to get out of the way?  What 

12  happens with that?  

13         And what happens to my fire insurance?  

14  I mean, they are liable to evaluate it and say 

15  we just can't cover you for what you -- you 

16  know, because of the lack of access to get to 

17  you in the event we have to.  I mean, that's 

18  like a -- that's a quarterly bill that's going 

19  to go up.  So I've got a lot of concerns.  

20         MR. YOUNG:  Well, be sure and make your 

21  concerns known to the court reporter.  

22         MR. JENKINS:  I think I'll just say too 

23  many to list.  How about that?  (Laughter).

24         MR. YOUNG:  Yes, sir.  Phillip Osteen, 
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 1  Osteen Mechanical Contractors, 4119 Pidgeon 

 2  Roost Road, Memphis.  We're in the same area as 

 3  Mr. Jenkins.  But the only access in and out of 

 4  our property will be Homewood across the same 

 5  railroad tracks he spoke of.  

 6         We're in the service business and 

 7  service is a big part of our business.  We have 

 8  trucks in and out all day long, and many times 

 9  we're leaving to go to an emergency service 

10  call at a plant or an office or different 

11  places where we service the air conditioning 

12  and mechanical equipment.  And we have very 

13  short times to get there because of a plant 

14  outage or any number of things.  

15         We also receive deliveries of parts and 

16  equipment in and out all day, all hours of the 

17  day starting at 6 o'clock in the morning and 

18  can be late in the afternoon.  And this 

19  railroad track many times are blocked I think 

20  as long as an hour at a time.  I think they -- 

21  I just heard that it can be 3 and a half hours 

22  a day.  

23         And we're not -- I don't believe our 

24  delivery truck is going to sit there waiting 
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 1  for the train track to clear to bring our 

 2  delivery to us when we're waiting on it and 

 3  it's critical to an operation that we're in the 

 4  middle of.  So I'm not sure how we're going to 

 5  be able to stay in business like that or stay 

 6  there like that.

 7         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  We can't.  There 

 8  is no way to operate like that.  There is no 

 9  way.  We couldn't stay in business and stay 

10  there.  

11         MR. YOUNG:  There again, you know, I 

12  can't really address that.  That's between you 

13  all and the right of way department.  They will 

14  appraise the property.  They'll talk to you.  

15  They'll see what you're talking about.  And 

16  whatever number you all decide on, you know, I 

17  don't even get involved in that.  

18         MR. JENKINS:  That will be whatever 

19  number they decide on.  

20         MR. CHIPMAN:  I'm Steve Chipman.  I'm 

21  with the right of way section.  I'll be happy 

22  to talk to you about it.  Don't go out of here 

23  thinking we're going to give you what we want 

24  because that's not -- 
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 1         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  No, I've had 

 2  plenty of experience with them.

 3         MR. CHIPMAN:  Your comments and what we 

 4  are going to hear tonight helps us to 

 5  understand the situations.  Okay?  So just -- 

 6  we'll work with you and we'll explain to you 

 7  what's going to happen.  

 8         So just understand this is our first 

 9  chance to hear about the impact of the project.  

10  Hearing your comments is -- that's priceless 

11  for us if you want to tell us your ideas.  I 

12  want to hear it because that's how we know it's 

13  impacting your operation and that's how we look 

14  at the damages.  

15         So just tell them on your comment card 

16  exactly how it's impacting you because that's 

17  very important to us.  Okay?  We can share it 

18  with the appraisers.  We can look at things and 

19  address now how we can improve it.  We would 

20  like to reduce the impact as much as we 

21  possibly can.  

22         If we can't, then we want to make sure 

23  we pay you just compensation for it.  Okay?  So 

24  I will give you my business card and you can 
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 1  call me any time and I will talk to you.  I 

 2  will come meet you on your property.  Okay?  

 3         But just understand that your comments 

 4  tonight are very important.  Make sure you fill 

 5  out a comment card and give it to the court 

 6  reporter so the comments are passed in to us so 

 7  we have a better understanding.  Okay?  

 8         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  On that topic, 

 9  the comment cards, can we take our time and 

10  fill them out as we need to and get them in to 

11  somebody, say, tomorrow at a later time?  

12         MR. CHIPMAN:  I think they have got a 

13  date, and I think it's probably -- because this 

14  meeting is a design meeting for how to design 

15  this.  So they have got like a schedule set, 

16  but there is a reasonable time if you can get 

17  it to them.  Okay?  

18         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Is there a 

19  railroad representative in the room?  

20         MR. YOUNG:  I'm sorry?

21         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Is there a 

22  railroad representative in the room?

23         MR. YOUNG:  Not that I know of.  Yes, 

24  sir.  
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 1         MR. VERNON:  Again, Mike Vernon.  The 

 2  address I'm in question about is 4195 Lamar 

 3  Avenue.  It looks like we're going to be taken 

 4  out as a retention (inaudible).  My question 

 5  is, when will the state start contacting us 

 6  because the sooner we have time to start 

 7  planning our move, find out what kind of monies 

 8  we will get, we can start trying to find a 

 9  reasonable relocation.  

10         MR. YOUNG:  Steve, let me know if I'm 

11  talking out of turn, but I believe we're going 

12  to have right of way plans ready this fall with 

13  another right of way meeting to inform you all 

14  of what's going on.  

15         MR. CHIPMAN:  And that will be for 

16  owners, landowners only.  Not just the general 

17  public.  

18         (Inaudible comments made).

19         MR. CHIPMAN:  We'll have a meeting with 

20  the property owners and we'll come in and see 

21  the final plans and you'll be able to point out 

22  things to us.  Sometimes the property line 

23  changes, the ownership changes, and then also 

24  you get to talk about the impacts again and 
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 1  tell us about that.  

 2         But what the prices are at that time, 

 3  we'll tell you about that, and we'll also give 

 4  you information on the acquisition process.  If 

 5  your business has been impacted in some kind of 

 6  way and you're entitled to benefits there, 

 7  we'll go over that with you.  If it's 

 8  residential, we'll go over that with you.  But 

 9  that's just for the property owner.  We'll come 

10  back and talk to you about the process and help 

11  you understand what the next moves are. 

12         And as soon as they get the plans we'll 

13  set up a right of way meeting and you will get 

14  a certified letter.  Make sure we have got your 

15  address if you're a property owner.  That's 

16  something you go to court for.  Make sure we've 

17  got your address and your information because 

18  that's very important to us, too, so we can 

19  make sure anything that we distribute out, you 

20  can get that information.  Okay?  

21         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Will the 

22  railroad be involved in that meeting?  

23         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  If they're a 

24  landowner, yes.  
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 1         MR. CHIPMAN:  They can.  Like tonight's 

 2  meeting, we notify them, but since they are -- 

 3  their home office is in Texas.  Like us we're 

 4  dealing with their time when they come in so we 

 5  have to schedule a meeting to keep them 

 6  informed.  

 7         If you have a question for the 

 8  railroad, if you will send it to me I will 

 9  share it with my contact because we are talking 

10  to them on the other project.  And that's the 

11  biggest part for them.  If you have a question 

12  for the railroad, a railroad question, if you 

13  will put it in here as a comment card, that's 

14  important for us, too, because we want to know 

15  about the railroad, too.  So whatever question 

16  you got, pass it on to us and we'll be talking 

17  to the people who represent the railroad 

18  because they are anywhere from St. Louis to 

19  Texas to Minnesota.  

20         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I know how hard 

21  it is to call them.

22         MR. YOUNG:  We would love to be able to 

23  force them to be here, but they are their own 

24  separate entity.


�                                                               18

 1         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Mr. Chipman, we 

 2  would like to invite you to come to our 

 3  business to see at some point, for you to 

 4  actually see how we do operate and how it would 

 5  impact us.  I think that would mean a whole lot 

 6  with you because you would see what it would do 

 7  to us.  

 8         MR. CHIPMAN:  Okay.  I will do that.  I 

 9  always like to go to the business and visit 

10  with the business owner.  It's good because our 

11  contact and communication is we like to know as 

12  much as we can and that way we know who we're 

13  dealing with and what -- like if it's a 

14  displacement, we like to have a first group of 

15  appraisals to give them adequate time to make 

16  arrangements to relocate or whatever they have 

17  to do.  And that's our goal is to try to 

18  minimize the impact to you and make it as 

19  painless as possible.  And we also are like a 

20  sounding board if you want to vent on it.  

21  We'll take the punches.

22         MR. YOUNG:  Steve, why don't you give a 

23  brief explanation of the appraisal process. 

24         MR. CHIPMAN:  Of the appraisal process?  
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 1  Yes, we hire field appraisers that have to 

 2  be -- what you call them now -- the appraisers 

 3  are licensed.  They are certified residential, 

 4  certified general.  Certified general, that's 

 5  the highest level.  And so for us we require a 

 6  certified general appraiser.  

 7         There will be an appraisal.  We don't 

 8  tell them what to put on the property.  A lot 

 9  of people will tell you that but it's not, 

10  because by law we have to pay you fair market 

11  value for compensation.  Okay?  So that way we 

12  get at least an appraisal.  We know from what 

13  we essentially do from putting together this 

14  appraisal of property, that's what we base our 

15  values on.  And if there is damages, you want 

16  to tell us damages.  If the damage is high, if 

17  they come out and say 80 percent, then that's 

18  what we understand is 80 percent.  And so 

19  that's our point.  We come out and make you an 

20  offer.  

21         Now, if you want to make a 

22  counter-offer, that's up to you.  Okay?  And if 

23  we can't reach an agreement, it's nothing bad, 

24  because accommodation, it's part of your rights 
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 1  as a property owner.  It's accommodation 

 2  because that means that we'll take it to 

 3  another level and hear the sides.  And it will 

 4  be whatever the court decides.  Okay?  But 

 5  hopefully we can negotiate and work it out.  

 6  And most of the time everybody is pretty well 

 7  satisfied because we use appraisers just like 

 8  you would.  If you turn around and want to hire 

 9  an appraiser to give you an appraisal on the 

10  property to make sure we are in line, it will 

11  be the same process.  You'd have somebody 

12  certifying there because we won't accept 

13  anything that's not by at least a certified 

14  appraiser because they are the ones that 

15  approve us with state and Federal regulations.  

16  Okay?  

17         But we'll work with you.  We'll tell 

18  you -- you know, we'll explain more to you when 

19  we meet.  But understand that our possess is to 

20  make sure that your rights as a property owner 

21  are protected and that (inaudible) under the 

22  law.  So we'll keep you informed.  We'll share 

23  it with you.  

24         Our goal is hopefully we can work out 
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 1  negotiations to provide the property for the 

 2  project needed, and we will work you through 

 3  the process.  And so if you ever have any 

 4  questions even about the appraisal process or 

 5  anything between now and then, call us.  I'll 

 6  be happy to share it with you.  This process, 

 7  our process, is to make sure we get a fair 

 8  appraisal and then we are working with you.  

 9  Okay?  

10         MR. ALLEN:  Curtis Allen, 3486 

11  Clearpool Circle Road.  We can take our time 

12  and fill these out and mail it in, right, to 

13  the address on the back?  

14         MS. TERRELL:  You have 21 days.  

15         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Question.  The 

16  process you just outlined is the one you would 

17  use on properties that you're acquiring 

18  (inaudible) of right away.  What about those 

19  properties that you're not acquiring from being 

20  damaged or compromised by your design?

21         MR. CHIPMAN:  If it's directly affected 

22  by it, then we'll -- if our project is touching 

23  you or is like a loss of access, then we'll 

24  appraise it.  But if it's not and you're not 
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 1  one of the tracks on the project, if you feel 

 2  like you're being impacted, you can write a 

 3  letter and submit a letter asking for 

 4  consideration and state your case.  We'll 

 5  review it and see if there is merit here.  

 6  Okay?  

 7         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  What is the time 

 8  frame of this construction?  Is it going to be 

 9  down in phases or is the whole stretch of road 

10  going to be under construction at the same 

11  time?  

12         MR. YOUNG:  The whole thing would be -- 

13  it's one project from Perkins to Getwell.  The 

14  schedule, we're talking 2 and a half to 3 

15  years.  

16         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  When will the 

17  property acquisition meeting be, the right of 

18  way -- 

19         MR. YOUNG:  About a year from now.  

20  Probably about a year from now.  

21         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I have a 

22  question.  

23         MR. YOUNG:  Yes, sir.

24         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Projects 2 and a 
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 1  half to 3 years before completion, is that what 

 2  you said or to start?  

 3         MR. CHIPMAN:  That is the duration of 

 4  the construction.

 5         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  The duration?  

 6         MR. CHIPMAN:  Yes, sir.

 7         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  And I'm sure -- 

 8  I mean, I understand that probably at this time 

 9  you really won't know how the access from some 

10  of us that are affected is going to be during 

11  the process of construction.  I mean, that's -- 

12  nobody can answer that, I guess, but obviously 

13  that's a question in my mind.  So...

14         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Will the road 

15  be -- at any point be down to like one lane or 

16  two lanes during construction?  Is that what 

17  we're looking at here, kind of bottle neck?

18         MR. YOUNG:  Well, like any construction 

19  project, there is going to be inconvenience.  

20  And on Lamar right now during one phase I 

21  believe we do have it down to one lane in each 

22  direction.  

23         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I have a 

24  question.  I'm Christopher Blog (phonetic) with 
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 1  (inaudible) of America.  We are at a -- on a 

 2  dead end street just to the north of that 

 3  intersection.  And if you're going to tie it 

 4  down to one lane of traffic both ways -- I'm on 

 5  a dead end and I'm seeing we're going to have 

 6  restrictions of customers in freight trucks 

 7  coming in and out of Lamar for access.  Would 

 8  that be something to consider for -- 

 9         MR. YOUNG:  Well, I mean, once we build 

10  the interchange at Winchester, the roadway is 

11  going to be up in the air.  But once we come 

12  down to grade we're going to be widening on the 

13  outside and basically leaving the existing base 

14  in place and building an overlaying mass.  So 

15  the inconvenience from, oh, wherever the 

16  access -- controlled access ends will be a lot 

17  better from there to Getwell if you understand 

18  what I'm saying.  

19         MR. BLOG:  I can just see a lot of 

20  vehicles back up for hours and not be able to 

21  get in and out of that road.  

22         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Let me just 

23  interject here.  I'm Nicole Lawrence.  I'm a 

24  relations officer for Region 4 in West 
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 1  Tennessee.  So the under construction portion 

 2  right now from the state line to Shelby, we're 

 3  maintaining two lanes of traffic.  We're adding 

 4  an additional lane.  

 5         We've said all along we're going to do 

 6  our nighttime lane closure so at night time it 

 7  could be down to one lane, but during the 

 8  daytime hours, unless there is an emergency of 

 9  some kind, it's going to be two lanes.  That 

10  will likely follow along in the other two 

11  projects along Lamar Avenue.  

12         So we commit to, you know, maintaining 

13  two lanes minus the nighttime hours when we 

14  have to get a lot of work done.  We try to do a 

15  lot of construction work at night to limit and 

16  stay out of the -- you know, when everybody is 

17  driving to and from work and making deliveries 

18  and hauling (inaudible).  So I just wanted to 

19  say that.  

20         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  So 4030 Lamar 

21  Avenue, this area is basically between 

22  Winchester and Getwell.  We're actually on 

23  (inaudible) and Lamar.  And we're asking about 

24  the turning lanes.  Right now there is a small 
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 1  piece of section where there is only two 

 2  properties that have ease of access from going 

 3  westbound into the properties on the left side.  

 4  Is there any consideration going in to that?  

 5  There is a lot of folks coming in.  Will there 

 6  be some areas that are taken out or will it 

 7  stay exactly the way it is?  

 8         MR. YOUNG:  If you would, meet me back 

 9  there and we'll look at the detailed plans and 

10  I will be able to answer your question.  

11         Is that it?  Well, we'll be hanging 

12  around until about 7 if you all have anymore 

13  questions or anything.  We have got the mapping 

14  over here and we've got detailed things here.  

15  Thank you.  

16  (WHEREUPON, THE HEARING ENDED AT APPROXIMATELY 7:00 P.M.)
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 1                  PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 2          The name of our business is Austein 

 3  Mechanical Contractors.  We're at 4119 Pidgeon 

 4  Roost Road.  Our concern is they have -- the 

 5  way they have got the plan is they are going to 

 6  bring the ramp off of Winchester on to Lamar 

 7  right across the front of our parking lot and 

 8  right in front of our building.  

 9         It's going to deadlock us where we 

10  cannot access Lamar.  And the only way in is 

11  off of Homewood which there is a railroad 

12  track.  And a train is there -- there is four 

13  tracks, and a train usually stops every day 

14  anywhere from three to four hours a day.  So we 

15  won't be able to get in and out of our property 

16  while there is a train blocking the road 

17  crossing.  

18         And we have service trucks that come in 

19  and out all day.  We have deliveries, emergency 

20  deliveries, that are in and out all day long 

21  almost every day.  And if we need an ambulance 

22  or fire truck, they couldn't get to us because 

23  the only way in will be crossing the railroad 

24  tracks.  And that would make our insurance go 
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 1  up if the fire department couldn't get to us.  

 2  So we are sort of landlocked.  

 3         Now, you know, we have five and a half 

 4  acres right there.  When they first came to us 

 5  and told us they were going to do this, they 

 6  told us then that they were going to deadlock 

 7  us, that we would not have a way in and out.  

 8  And they did.  But now they are wanting to just 

 9  draw us in a little drive to cross the railroad 

10  track, and that's not going to work.  We would 

11  have to shut our business down.  And that's not 

12  going to happen.
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 1         My name is Mr. Breazeale with JEJ 

 2  Properties.  We have two buildings; one at 4215 

 3  Lamar, and another at 4221 Lamar.  According to 

 4  the drawings that the gentleman just showed me, 

 5  the state would be buying the north building.  

 6  They would take that whole piece of property on 

 7  the north building, but then the bigger 

 8  building is on the south,  it's 50,000 square 

 9  feet, and would leave us with no access from 

10  Lamar.  

11         And the only ground level access to the 

12  buildings on the Lamar side of the building.  

13  So it would leave me basically with an unusable 

14  building.  Now, you would have to drive about 

15  -- I'm guessing when I say this -- a half mile 

16  to a mile around on Winchester Road to get into 

17  the back side of the building.  But once you 

18  got there, you would be at a dock level.  You 

19  couldn't be at a ground level where we unload 

20  all the merchandise.  

21         The people I lease the building to, 

22  it's very important to them to have not only 

23  the Lamar frontage but have easy access for 

24  their customers to come do their ground level 
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 1  loading on the Lamar side of the building.  So 

 2  essentially it would leave me with an usable 

 3  building.  

 4  
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 1         My name is Michael Vernon.  I'm 

 2  co-trustee for the Rose Vernon Irrevocable 

 3  Trust who owns the property at 4195 Lamar 

 4  Avenue.  My home address is 4971 Hillsdale 

 5  Drive in Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654.  My 

 6  work address is 4195 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, 

 7  Tennessee 38118.

 8         My co-trustee is my sister, Donna 

 9  Christie.  Her address is 125 North Mt. 

10  Pleasant in Collierville, Tennessee 38017.  Her 

11  phone number is 901-413-8073, I believe.  My 

12  phone number is 901-493-8096.  

13         My concerns are the time tables to 

14  relocate our business which has been there for 

15  almost 40 years.  We depend very heavily on 

16  retail walk-in business so our location means a 

17  lot.  And I just think whoever has done the 

18  design work on this hasn't really done a lot of 

19  thinking because Pidgeon Roost Road, people we 

20  will be leaving behind, should they have an 

21  accident, a fire, or something like that, could 

22  be in very serious conditions if the railroad 

23  has the crossroads, whatever, blo9cked at 

24  Homewood and the railroad tracks.  And they do 
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 1  that -- every morning I see them there for 

 2  about an hour.  I don't know how often the rest 

 3  of the day they do that.  But it could be 

 4  lossage for the state over people getting 

 5  killed, dying, whatever, businesses burning to 

 6  the ground.  It just doesn't seem like they 

 7  have planned it properly.
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 1         I'm Richard Ouyang.  My business is 

 2  Rose Company.  And I just saw the man over 

 3  there, the guy.  He tell me, you will close my 

 4  driveway and the front door over there.  So my 

 5  business will be shut down because I load the 

 6  stuff from the front door.  If no front door, I 

 7  have no business.

 8         

 9         

10         

11         

12         

13         

14         

15         

16         

17         

18         

19         

20         

21         

22         

23         

24         


�                                                               34

 1         Crown Inn, 4046 Lamar Avenue, 38118.  

 2  The business owner name is Yogesh Jariwala.  

 3  The contact number is 901-834-7820.  So the 

 4  track number is 33.  We are right at the exit.  

 5  So we just looked at the plan and it looks like 

 6  a partial portion of our property is getting 

 7  impacted.  The one where the office and our 

 8  residence is.  And upstairs are the guest rooms 

 9  and downstairs is our residence area and 

10  office.
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11  licensed by the Tennessee Board of Court 
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    following my name below.
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17
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		162						LN		7		9		false		 9         MR. VERNON:  Yes.				false

		163						LN		7		10		false		10         MR. YOUNG:  We looked at rebuilding				false

		164						LN		7		11		false		11  this entire interchange, but we got problems				false

		165						LN		7		12		false		12  with the railroad bridge.  They have gone in				false

		166						LN		7		13		false		13  there and built a third track, and the existing				false

		167						LN		7		14		false		14  bridge is too low as it is.  So to replace that				false

		168						LN		7		15		false		15  bridge we would have to bump it up about four				false

		169						LN		7		16		false		16  feet which means it would just keep getting				false

		170						LN		7		17		false		17  worse and worse and worse.  We'd get into the				false

		171						LN		7		18		false		18  Winchester Road interchange.				false

		172						LN		7		19		false		19         So we looked at the traffic volumes at				false

		173						LN		7		20		false		20  all these intersections and we ran a traffic				false

		174						LN		7		21		false		21  analysis on them.  And the numbers say they				false

		175						LN		7		22		false		22  worked at a level of service of A.  A, the				false

		176						LN		7		23		false		23  best.  You never get level service of A on any				false

		177						LN		7		24		false		24  road you design.				false

		178						PG		8		0		false		page 8				false

		179						LN		8		1		false		 1         So we felt like it was good enough to				false

		180						LN		8		2		false		 2  leave them as they were because in order to				false

		181						LN		8		3		false		 3  improve this, we really don't have enough room				false

		182						LN		8		4		false		 4  from the railroad to Lamar.  The ramps I put in				false

		183						LN		8		5		false		 5  there were 10 percent which the Feds don't				false

		184						LN		8		6		false		 6  like.				false

		185						LN		8		7		false		 7         That's the reason back in the sixties				false

		186						LN		8		8		false		 8  they built that jug handle.  They had the same				false

		187						LN		8		9		false		 9  problem.  You can't get over the railroad and				false

		188						LN		8		10		false		10  down fast enough to hit Lamar.				false

		189						LN		8		11		false		11         Anybody else?				false

		190						LN		8		12		false		12         MR. BREAZEALE:  Yes, please.  My name				false

		191						LN		8		13		false		13  is Jim Breazeale.  And the address is 4221				false

		192						LN		8		14		false		14  Lamar.  We have two businesses there that front				false

		193						LN		8		15		false		15  on Lamar, and the drawings show the access of				false

		194						LN		8		16		false		16  course being cut off totally from those				false

		195						LN		8		17		false		17  businesses from Lamar.  And it would be the				false

		196						LN		8		18		false		18  same situation.  You would have to drive all				false

		197						LN		8		19		false		19  the way around Winchester to Pidgeon Roost				false

		198						LN		8		20		false		20  Road.  And on that side of the building there				false

		199						LN		8		21		false		21  is no ground level side of the building.  The				false

		200						LN		8		22		false		22  dock is on that side.  So we'd be left with a				false

		201						LN		8		23		false		23  building that is largely unusable.				false

		202						LN		8		24		false		24         MR. YOUNG:  Well, I mean, that's a --				false

		203						PG		9		0		false		page 9				false

		204						LN		9		1		false		 1  you build a controlled access road, you just				false

		205						LN		9		2		false		 2  can't have access to these ramps or the main				false

		206						LN		9		3		false		 3  line.  The damages you incur you would have to				false

		207						LN		9		4		false		 4  negotiate and talk to the TDOT right of way				false

		208						LN		9		5		false		 5  people.  That's all I can tell you.				false

		209						LN		9		6		false		 6         Anybody else?				false

		210						LN		9		7		false		 7         MR. JENKINS:  I got a question.				false

		211						LN		9		8		false		 8         MR. YOUNG:  Yes, sir.				false

		212						LN		9		9		false		 9         MR. JENKINS:  My name is Jenkins and				false

		213						LN		9		10		false		10  I've got property near the corner of Homewood				false

		214						LN		9		11		false		11  and Pidgeon Roost.  My question would be what				false

		215						LN		9		12		false		12  consideration -- obviously, you've looked at				false

		216						LN		9		13		false		13  the flow of traffic and you all know what you				false

		217						LN		9		14		false		14  feel is best.  But what consideration have you				false

		218						LN		9		15		false		15  all given to the people the you're landlocking				false

		219						LN		9		16		false		16  between the no access highway and the railroad				false

		220						LN		9		17		false		17  which is blocked the majority of the time?				false

		221						LN		9		18		false		18         MR. YOUNG:  I'm sure that the right of				false

		222						LN		9		19		false		19  way people take that in consideration and you				false

		223						LN		9		20		false		20  will be given damages.  How much that is, I				false

		224						LN		9		21		false		21  have no idea.				false

		225						LN		9		22		false		22         MR. JENKINS:  I got a feeling the				false

		226						LN		9		23		false		23  damages of mine may not be the same.				false

		227						LN		9		24		false		24         MR. YOUNG:  Usually that's the case.				false

		228						PG		10		0		false		page 10				false

		229						LN		10		1		false		 1  But they just can't go in and damage your				false

		230						LN		10		2		false		 2  property and not compensate you.				false

		231						LN		10		3		false		 3         MR. JENKINS:  Well, I mean, there is				false

		232						LN		10		4		false		 4  other considerations in value of the property				false

		233						LN		10		5		false		 5  and all, but, I mean, you know, I have got some				false

		234						LN		10		6		false		 6  manufacturing over there.				false

		235						LN		10		7		false		 7         And, you know, what if we have an				false

		236						LN		10		8		false		 8  industrial accident or if we have a fire and				false

		237						LN		10		9		false		 9  someone is dying and the emergency services are				false

		238						LN		10		10		false		10  on the other side of the railroad track waiting				false

		239						LN		10		11		false		11  for the train to get out of the way?  What				false

		240						LN		10		12		false		12  happens with that?				false

		241						LN		10		13		false		13         And what happens to my fire insurance?				false

		242						LN		10		14		false		14  I mean, they are liable to evaluate it and say				false

		243						LN		10		15		false		15  we just can't cover you for what you -- you				false

		244						LN		10		16		false		16  know, because of the lack of access to get to				false

		245						LN		10		17		false		17  you in the event we have to.  I mean, that's				false

		246						LN		10		18		false		18  like a -- that's a quarterly bill that's going				false

		247						LN		10		19		false		19  to go up.  So I've got a lot of concerns.				false

		248						LN		10		20		false		20         MR. YOUNG:  Well, be sure and make your				false

		249						LN		10		21		false		21  concerns known to the court reporter.				false

		250						LN		10		22		false		22         MR. JENKINS:  I think I'll just say too				false

		251						LN		10		23		false		23  many to list.  How about that?  (Laughter).				false

		252						LN		10		24		false		24         MR. YOUNG:  Yes, sir.  Phillip Osteen,				false

		253						PG		11		0		false		page 11				false

		254						LN		11		1		false		 1  Osteen Mechanical Contractors, 4119 Pidgeon				false

		255						LN		11		2		false		 2  Roost Road, Memphis.  We're in the same area as				false

		256						LN		11		3		false		 3  Mr. Jenkins.  But the only access in and out of				false

		257						LN		11		4		false		 4  our property will be Homewood across the same				false

		258						LN		11		5		false		 5  railroad tracks he spoke of.				false

		259						LN		11		6		false		 6         We're in the service business and				false

		260						LN		11		7		false		 7  service is a big part of our business.  We have				false

		261						LN		11		8		false		 8  trucks in and out all day long, and many times				false

		262						LN		11		9		false		 9  we're leaving to go to an emergency service				false

		263						LN		11		10		false		10  call at a plant or an office or different				false

		264						LN		11		11		false		11  places where we service the air conditioning				false

		265						LN		11		12		false		12  and mechanical equipment.  And we have very				false

		266						LN		11		13		false		13  short times to get there because of a plant				false

		267						LN		11		14		false		14  outage or any number of things.				false

		268						LN		11		15		false		15         We also receive deliveries of parts and				false

		269						LN		11		16		false		16  equipment in and out all day, all hours of the				false

		270						LN		11		17		false		17  day starting at 6 o'clock in the morning and				false

		271						LN		11		18		false		18  can be late in the afternoon.  And this				false

		272						LN		11		19		false		19  railroad track many times are blocked I think				false

		273						LN		11		20		false		20  as long as an hour at a time.  I think they --				false

		274						LN		11		21		false		21  I just heard that it can be 3 and a half hours				false

		275						LN		11		22		false		22  a day.				false

		276						LN		11		23		false		23         And we're not -- I don't believe our				false

		277						LN		11		24		false		24  delivery truck is going to sit there waiting				false

		278						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		279						LN		12		1		false		 1  for the train track to clear to bring our				false

		280						LN		12		2		false		 2  delivery to us when we're waiting on it and				false

		281						LN		12		3		false		 3  it's critical to an operation that we're in the				false

		282						LN		12		4		false		 4  middle of.  So I'm not sure how we're going to				false

		283						LN		12		5		false		 5  be able to stay in business like that or stay				false

		284						LN		12		6		false		 6  there like that.				false

		285						LN		12		7		false		 7         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  We can't.  There				false

		286						LN		12		8		false		 8  is no way to operate like that.  There is no				false

		287						LN		12		9		false		 9  way.  We couldn't stay in business and stay				false

		288						LN		12		10		false		10  there.				false

		289						LN		12		11		false		11         MR. YOUNG:  There again, you know, I				false

		290						LN		12		12		false		12  can't really address that.  That's between you				false

		291						LN		12		13		false		13  all and the right of way department.  They will				false

		292						LN		12		14		false		14  appraise the property.  They'll talk to you.				false

		293						LN		12		15		false		15  They'll see what you're talking about.  And				false

		294						LN		12		16		false		16  whatever number you all decide on, you know, I				false

		295						LN		12		17		false		17  don't even get involved in that.				false

		296						LN		12		18		false		18         MR. JENKINS:  That will be whatever				false

		297						LN		12		19		false		19  number they decide on.				false

		298						LN		12		20		false		20         MR. CHIPMAN:  I'm Steve Chipman.  I'm				false

		299						LN		12		21		false		21  with the right of way section.  I'll be happy				false

		300						LN		12		22		false		22  to talk to you about it.  Don't go out of here				false

		301						LN		12		23		false		23  thinking we're going to give you what we want				false

		302						LN		12		24		false		24  because that's not --				false

		303						PG		13		0		false		page 13				false

		304						LN		13		1		false		 1         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  No, I've had				false

		305						LN		13		2		false		 2  plenty of experience with them.				false

		306						LN		13		3		false		 3         MR. CHIPMAN:  Your comments and what we				false

		307						LN		13		4		false		 4  are going to hear tonight helps us to				false

		308						LN		13		5		false		 5  understand the situations.  Okay?  So just --				false

		309						LN		13		6		false		 6  we'll work with you and we'll explain to you				false

		310						LN		13		7		false		 7  what's going to happen.				false

		311						LN		13		8		false		 8         So just understand this is our first				false

		312						LN		13		9		false		 9  chance to hear about the impact of the project.				false

		313						LN		13		10		false		10  Hearing your comments is -- that's priceless				false

		314						LN		13		11		false		11  for us if you want to tell us your ideas.  I				false

		315						LN		13		12		false		12  want to hear it because that's how we know it's				false

		316						LN		13		13		false		13  impacting your operation and that's how we look				false

		317						LN		13		14		false		14  at the damages.				false

		318						LN		13		15		false		15         So just tell them on your comment card				false

		319						LN		13		16		false		16  exactly how it's impacting you because that's				false

		320						LN		13		17		false		17  very important to us.  Okay?  We can share it				false

		321						LN		13		18		false		18  with the appraisers.  We can look at things and				false

		322						LN		13		19		false		19  address now how we can improve it.  We would				false

		323						LN		13		20		false		20  like to reduce the impact as much as we				false

		324						LN		13		21		false		21  possibly can.				false

		325						LN		13		22		false		22         If we can't, then we want to make sure				false

		326						LN		13		23		false		23  we pay you just compensation for it.  Okay?  So				false

		327						LN		13		24		false		24  I will give you my business card and you can				false

		328						PG		14		0		false		page 14				false

		329						LN		14		1		false		 1  call me any time and I will talk to you.  I				false

		330						LN		14		2		false		 2  will come meet you on your property.  Okay?				false

		331						LN		14		3		false		 3         But just understand that your comments				false

		332						LN		14		4		false		 4  tonight are very important.  Make sure you fill				false

		333						LN		14		5		false		 5  out a comment card and give it to the court				false

		334						LN		14		6		false		 6  reporter so the comments are passed in to us so				false

		335						LN		14		7		false		 7  we have a better understanding.  Okay?				false

		336						LN		14		8		false		 8         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  On that topic,				false

		337						LN		14		9		false		 9  the comment cards, can we take our time and				false

		338						LN		14		10		false		10  fill them out as we need to and get them in to				false

		339						LN		14		11		false		11  somebody, say, tomorrow at a later time?				false

		340						LN		14		12		false		12         MR. CHIPMAN:  I think they have got a				false

		341						LN		14		13		false		13  date, and I think it's probably -- because this				false

		342						LN		14		14		false		14  meeting is a design meeting for how to design				false

		343						LN		14		15		false		15  this.  So they have got like a schedule set,				false

		344						LN		14		16		false		16  but there is a reasonable time if you can get				false

		345						LN		14		17		false		17  it to them.  Okay?				false

		346						LN		14		18		false		18         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Is there a				false

		347						LN		14		19		false		19  railroad representative in the room?				false

		348						LN		14		20		false		20         MR. YOUNG:  I'm sorry?				false

		349						LN		14		21		false		21         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Is there a				false

		350						LN		14		22		false		22  railroad representative in the room?				false

		351						LN		14		23		false		23         MR. YOUNG:  Not that I know of.  Yes,				false

		352						LN		14		24		false		24  sir.				false

		353						PG		15		0		false		page 15				false

		354						LN		15		1		false		 1         MR. VERNON:  Again, Mike Vernon.  The				false

		355						LN		15		2		false		 2  address I'm in question about is 4195 Lamar				false

		356						LN		15		3		false		 3  Avenue.  It looks like we're going to be taken				false

		357						LN		15		4		false		 4  out as a retention (inaudible).  My question				false

		358						LN		15		5		false		 5  is, when will the state start contacting us				false

		359						LN		15		6		false		 6  because the sooner we have time to start				false

		360						LN		15		7		false		 7  planning our move, find out what kind of monies				false

		361						LN		15		8		false		 8  we will get, we can start trying to find a				false

		362						LN		15		9		false		 9  reasonable relocation.				false

		363						LN		15		10		false		10         MR. YOUNG:  Steve, let me know if I'm				false

		364						LN		15		11		false		11  talking out of turn, but I believe we're going				false

		365						LN		15		12		false		12  to have right of way plans ready this fall with				false

		366						LN		15		13		false		13  another right of way meeting to inform you all				false

		367						LN		15		14		false		14  of what's going on.				false

		368						LN		15		15		false		15         MR. CHIPMAN:  And that will be for				false

		369						LN		15		16		false		16  owners, landowners only.  Not just the general				false

		370						LN		15		17		false		17  public.				false

		371						LN		15		18		false		18         (Inaudible comments made).				false

		372						LN		15		19		false		19         MR. CHIPMAN:  We'll have a meeting with				false

		373						LN		15		20		false		20  the property owners and we'll come in and see				false

		374						LN		15		21		false		21  the final plans and you'll be able to point out				false

		375						LN		15		22		false		22  things to us.  Sometimes the property line				false

		376						LN		15		23		false		23  changes, the ownership changes, and then also				false

		377						LN		15		24		false		24  you get to talk about the impacts again and				false

		378						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		379						LN		16		1		false		 1  tell us about that.				false

		380						LN		16		2		false		 2         But what the prices are at that time,				false

		381						LN		16		3		false		 3  we'll tell you about that, and we'll also give				false

		382						LN		16		4		false		 4  you information on the acquisition process.  If				false

		383						LN		16		5		false		 5  your business has been impacted in some kind of				false

		384						LN		16		6		false		 6  way and you're entitled to benefits there,				false

		385						LN		16		7		false		 7  we'll go over that with you.  If it's				false

		386						LN		16		8		false		 8  residential, we'll go over that with you.  But				false

		387						LN		16		9		false		 9  that's just for the property owner.  We'll come				false

		388						LN		16		10		false		10  back and talk to you about the process and help				false

		389						LN		16		11		false		11  you understand what the next moves are.				false

		390						LN		16		12		false		12         And as soon as they get the plans we'll				false

		391						LN		16		13		false		13  set up a right of way meeting and you will get				false

		392						LN		16		14		false		14  a certified letter.  Make sure we have got your				false

		393						LN		16		15		false		15  address if you're a property owner.  That's				false

		394						LN		16		16		false		16  something you go to court for.  Make sure we've				false

		395						LN		16		17		false		17  got your address and your information because				false

		396						LN		16		18		false		18  that's very important to us, too, so we can				false

		397						LN		16		19		false		19  make sure anything that we distribute out, you				false

		398						LN		16		20		false		20  can get that information.  Okay?				false

		399						LN		16		21		false		21         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Will the				false

		400						LN		16		22		false		22  railroad be involved in that meeting?				false

		401						LN		16		23		false		23         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  If they're a				false

		402						LN		16		24		false		24  landowner, yes.				false

		403						PG		17		0		false		page 17				false

		404						LN		17		1		false		 1         MR. CHIPMAN:  They can.  Like tonight's				false

		405						LN		17		2		false		 2  meeting, we notify them, but since they are --				false

		406						LN		17		3		false		 3  their home office is in Texas.  Like us we're				false

		407						LN		17		4		false		 4  dealing with their time when they come in so we				false

		408						LN		17		5		false		 5  have to schedule a meeting to keep them				false

		409						LN		17		6		false		 6  informed.				false

		410						LN		17		7		false		 7         If you have a question for the				false

		411						LN		17		8		false		 8  railroad, if you will send it to me I will				false

		412						LN		17		9		false		 9  share it with my contact because we are talking				false

		413						LN		17		10		false		10  to them on the other project.  And that's the				false

		414						LN		17		11		false		11  biggest part for them.  If you have a question				false

		415						LN		17		12		false		12  for the railroad, a railroad question, if you				false

		416						LN		17		13		false		13  will put it in here as a comment card, that's				false

		417						LN		17		14		false		14  important for us, too, because we want to know				false

		418						LN		17		15		false		15  about the railroad, too.  So whatever question				false

		419						LN		17		16		false		16  you got, pass it on to us and we'll be talking				false

		420						LN		17		17		false		17  to the people who represent the railroad				false

		421						LN		17		18		false		18  because they are anywhere from St. Louis to				false

		422						LN		17		19		false		19  Texas to Minnesota.				false

		423						LN		17		20		false		20         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I know how hard				false

		424						LN		17		21		false		21  it is to call them.				false

		425						LN		17		22		false		22         MR. YOUNG:  We would love to be able to				false

		426						LN		17		23		false		23  force them to be here, but they are their own				false

		427						LN		17		24		false		24  separate entity.				false

		428						PG		18		0		false		page 18				false

		429						LN		18		1		false		 1         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Mr. Chipman, we				false

		430						LN		18		2		false		 2  would like to invite you to come to our				false

		431						LN		18		3		false		 3  business to see at some point, for you to				false

		432						LN		18		4		false		 4  actually see how we do operate and how it would				false

		433						LN		18		5		false		 5  impact us.  I think that would mean a whole lot				false

		434						LN		18		6		false		 6  with you because you would see what it would do				false

		435						LN		18		7		false		 7  to us.				false

		436						LN		18		8		false		 8         MR. CHIPMAN:  Okay.  I will do that.  I				false

		437						LN		18		9		false		 9  always like to go to the business and visit				false

		438						LN		18		10		false		10  with the business owner.  It's good because our				false

		439						LN		18		11		false		11  contact and communication is we like to know as				false

		440						LN		18		12		false		12  much as we can and that way we know who we're				false

		441						LN		18		13		false		13  dealing with and what -- like if it's a				false

		442						LN		18		14		false		14  displacement, we like to have a first group of				false

		443						LN		18		15		false		15  appraisals to give them adequate time to make				false

		444						LN		18		16		false		16  arrangements to relocate or whatever they have				false

		445						LN		18		17		false		17  to do.  And that's our goal is to try to				false

		446						LN		18		18		false		18  minimize the impact to you and make it as				false

		447						LN		18		19		false		19  painless as possible.  And we also are like a				false

		448						LN		18		20		false		20  sounding board if you want to vent on it.				false

		449						LN		18		21		false		21  We'll take the punches.				false

		450						LN		18		22		false		22         MR. YOUNG:  Steve, why don't you give a				false

		451						LN		18		23		false		23  brief explanation of the appraisal process.				false

		452						LN		18		24		false		24         MR. CHIPMAN:  Of the appraisal process?				false

		453						PG		19		0		false		page 19				false

		454						LN		19		1		false		 1  Yes, we hire field appraisers that have to				false

		455						LN		19		2		false		 2  be -- what you call them now -- the appraisers				false

		456						LN		19		3		false		 3  are licensed.  They are certified residential,				false

		457						LN		19		4		false		 4  certified general.  Certified general, that's				false

		458						LN		19		5		false		 5  the highest level.  And so for us we require a				false

		459						LN		19		6		false		 6  certified general appraiser.				false

		460						LN		19		7		false		 7         There will be an appraisal.  We don't				false

		461						LN		19		8		false		 8  tell them what to put on the property.  A lot				false

		462						LN		19		9		false		 9  of people will tell you that but it's not,				false

		463						LN		19		10		false		10  because by law we have to pay you fair market				false

		464						LN		19		11		false		11  value for compensation.  Okay?  So that way we				false

		465						LN		19		12		false		12  get at least an appraisal.  We know from what				false

		466						LN		19		13		false		13  we essentially do from putting together this				false

		467						LN		19		14		false		14  appraisal of property, that's what we base our				false

		468						LN		19		15		false		15  values on.  And if there is damages, you want				false

		469						LN		19		16		false		16  to tell us damages.  If the damage is high, if				false

		470						LN		19		17		false		17  they come out and say 80 percent, then that's				false

		471						LN		19		18		false		18  what we understand is 80 percent.  And so				false

		472						LN		19		19		false		19  that's our point.  We come out and make you an				false

		473						LN		19		20		false		20  offer.				false

		474						LN		19		21		false		21         Now, if you want to make a				false

		475						LN		19		22		false		22  counter-offer, that's up to you.  Okay?  And if				false

		476						LN		19		23		false		23  we can't reach an agreement, it's nothing bad,				false

		477						LN		19		24		false		24  because accommodation, it's part of your rights				false

		478						PG		20		0		false		page 20				false

		479						LN		20		1		false		 1  as a property owner.  It's accommodation				false

		480						LN		20		2		false		 2  because that means that we'll take it to				false

		481						LN		20		3		false		 3  another level and hear the sides.  And it will				false

		482						LN		20		4		false		 4  be whatever the court decides.  Okay?  But				false

		483						LN		20		5		false		 5  hopefully we can negotiate and work it out.				false

		484						LN		20		6		false		 6  And most of the time everybody is pretty well				false

		485						LN		20		7		false		 7  satisfied because we use appraisers just like				false

		486						LN		20		8		false		 8  you would.  If you turn around and want to hire				false

		487						LN		20		9		false		 9  an appraiser to give you an appraisal on the				false

		488						LN		20		10		false		10  property to make sure we are in line, it will				false

		489						LN		20		11		false		11  be the same process.  You'd have somebody				false

		490						LN		20		12		false		12  certifying there because we won't accept				false

		491						LN		20		13		false		13  anything that's not by at least a certified				false

		492						LN		20		14		false		14  appraiser because they are the ones that				false

		493						LN		20		15		false		15  approve us with state and Federal regulations.				false

		494						LN		20		16		false		16  Okay?				false

		495						LN		20		17		false		17         But we'll work with you.  We'll tell				false

		496						LN		20		18		false		18  you -- you know, we'll explain more to you when				false

		497						LN		20		19		false		19  we meet.  But understand that our possess is to				false

		498						LN		20		20		false		20  make sure that your rights as a property owner				false

		499						LN		20		21		false		21  are protected and that (inaudible) under the				false

		500						LN		20		22		false		22  law.  So we'll keep you informed.  We'll share				false

		501						LN		20		23		false		23  it with you.				false

		502						LN		20		24		false		24         Our goal is hopefully we can work out				false

		503						PG		21		0		false		page 21				false

		504						LN		21		1		false		 1  negotiations to provide the property for the				false

		505						LN		21		2		false		 2  project needed, and we will work you through				false

		506						LN		21		3		false		 3  the process.  And so if you ever have any				false

		507						LN		21		4		false		 4  questions even about the appraisal process or				false

		508						LN		21		5		false		 5  anything between now and then, call us.  I'll				false

		509						LN		21		6		false		 6  be happy to share it with you.  This process,				false

		510						LN		21		7		false		 7  our process, is to make sure we get a fair				false

		511						LN		21		8		false		 8  appraisal and then we are working with you.				false

		512						LN		21		9		false		 9  Okay?				false

		513						LN		21		10		false		10         MR. ALLEN:  Curtis Allen, 3486				false

		514						LN		21		11		false		11  Clearpool Circle Road.  We can take our time				false

		515						LN		21		12		false		12  and fill these out and mail it in, right, to				false

		516						LN		21		13		false		13  the address on the back?				false

		517						LN		21		14		false		14         MS. TERRELL:  You have 21 days.				false

		518						LN		21		15		false		15         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Question.  The				false

		519						LN		21		16		false		16  process you just outlined is the one you would				false

		520						LN		21		17		false		17  use on properties that you're acquiring				false

		521						LN		21		18		false		18  (inaudible) of right away.  What about those				false

		522						LN		21		19		false		19  properties that you're not acquiring from being				false

		523						LN		21		20		false		20  damaged or compromised by your design?				false

		524						LN		21		21		false		21         MR. CHIPMAN:  If it's directly affected				false

		525						LN		21		22		false		22  by it, then we'll -- if our project is touching				false

		526						LN		21		23		false		23  you or is like a loss of access, then we'll				false

		527						LN		21		24		false		24  appraise it.  But if it's not and you're not				false

		528						PG		22		0		false		page 22				false

		529						LN		22		1		false		 1  one of the tracks on the project, if you feel				false

		530						LN		22		2		false		 2  like you're being impacted, you can write a				false

		531						LN		22		3		false		 3  letter and submit a letter asking for				false

		532						LN		22		4		false		 4  consideration and state your case.  We'll				false

		533						LN		22		5		false		 5  review it and see if there is merit here.				false

		534						LN		22		6		false		 6  Okay?				false

		535						LN		22		7		false		 7         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  What is the time				false

		536						LN		22		8		false		 8  frame of this construction?  Is it going to be				false

		537						LN		22		9		false		 9  down in phases or is the whole stretch of road				false

		538						LN		22		10		false		10  going to be under construction at the same				false

		539						LN		22		11		false		11  time?				false

		540						LN		22		12		false		12         MR. YOUNG:  The whole thing would be --				false

		541						LN		22		13		false		13  it's one project from Perkins to Getwell.  The				false

		542						LN		22		14		false		14  schedule, we're talking 2 and a half to 3				false

		543						LN		22		15		false		15  years.				false

		544						LN		22		16		false		16         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  When will the				false

		545						LN		22		17		false		17  property acquisition meeting be, the right of				false

		546						LN		22		18		false		18  way --				false

		547						LN		22		19		false		19         MR. YOUNG:  About a year from now.				false

		548						LN		22		20		false		20  Probably about a year from now.				false

		549						LN		22		21		false		21         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I have a				false

		550						LN		22		22		false		22  question.				false

		551						LN		22		23		false		23         MR. YOUNG:  Yes, sir.				false

		552						LN		22		24		false		24         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Projects 2 and a				false

		553						PG		23		0		false		page 23				false

		554						LN		23		1		false		 1  half to 3 years before completion, is that what				false

		555						LN		23		2		false		 2  you said or to start?				false

		556						LN		23		3		false		 3         MR. CHIPMAN:  That is the duration of				false

		557						LN		23		4		false		 4  the construction.				false

		558						LN		23		5		false		 5         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  The duration?				false

		559						LN		23		6		false		 6         MR. CHIPMAN:  Yes, sir.				false

		560						LN		23		7		false		 7         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  And I'm sure --				false

		561						LN		23		8		false		 8  I mean, I understand that probably at this time				false

		562						LN		23		9		false		 9  you really won't know how the access from some				false

		563						LN		23		10		false		10  of us that are affected is going to be during				false

		564						LN		23		11		false		11  the process of construction.  I mean, that's --				false

		565						LN		23		12		false		12  nobody can answer that, I guess, but obviously				false

		566						LN		23		13		false		13  that's a question in my mind.  So...				false

		567						LN		23		14		false		14         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Will the road				false

		568						LN		23		15		false		15  be -- at any point be down to like one lane or				false

		569						LN		23		16		false		16  two lanes during construction?  Is that what				false

		570						LN		23		17		false		17  we're looking at here, kind of bottle neck?				false

		571						LN		23		18		false		18         MR. YOUNG:  Well, like any construction				false

		572						LN		23		19		false		19  project, there is going to be inconvenience.				false

		573						LN		23		20		false		20  And on Lamar right now during one phase I				false

		574						LN		23		21		false		21  believe we do have it down to one lane in each				false

		575						LN		23		22		false		22  direction.				false

		576						LN		23		23		false		23         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I have a				false

		577						LN		23		24		false		24  question.  I'm Christopher Blog (phonetic) with				false

		578						PG		24		0		false		page 24				false

		579						LN		24		1		false		 1  (inaudible) of America.  We are at a -- on a				false

		580						LN		24		2		false		 2  dead end street just to the north of that				false

		581						LN		24		3		false		 3  intersection.  And if you're going to tie it				false

		582						LN		24		4		false		 4  down to one lane of traffic both ways -- I'm on				false

		583						LN		24		5		false		 5  a dead end and I'm seeing we're going to have				false

		584						LN		24		6		false		 6  restrictions of customers in freight trucks				false

		585						LN		24		7		false		 7  coming in and out of Lamar for access.  Would				false

		586						LN		24		8		false		 8  that be something to consider for --				false

		587						LN		24		9		false		 9         MR. YOUNG:  Well, I mean, once we build				false

		588						LN		24		10		false		10  the interchange at Winchester, the roadway is				false

		589						LN		24		11		false		11  going to be up in the air.  But once we come				false

		590						LN		24		12		false		12  down to grade we're going to be widening on the				false

		591						LN		24		13		false		13  outside and basically leaving the existing base				false

		592						LN		24		14		false		14  in place and building an overlaying mass.  So				false

		593						LN		24		15		false		15  the inconvenience from, oh, wherever the				false

		594						LN		24		16		false		16  access -- controlled access ends will be a lot				false

		595						LN		24		17		false		17  better from there to Getwell if you understand				false

		596						LN		24		18		false		18  what I'm saying.				false

		597						LN		24		19		false		19         MR. BLOG:  I can just see a lot of				false

		598						LN		24		20		false		20  vehicles back up for hours and not be able to				false

		599						LN		24		21		false		21  get in and out of that road.				false

		600						LN		24		22		false		22         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Let me just				false

		601						LN		24		23		false		23  interject here.  I'm Nicole Lawrence.  I'm a				false

		602						LN		24		24		false		24  relations officer for Region 4 in West				false

		603						PG		25		0		false		page 25				false

		604						LN		25		1		false		 1  Tennessee.  So the under construction portion				false

		605						LN		25		2		false		 2  right now from the state line to Shelby, we're				false

		606						LN		25		3		false		 3  maintaining two lanes of traffic.  We're adding				false

		607						LN		25		4		false		 4  an additional lane.				false

		608						LN		25		5		false		 5         We've said all along we're going to do				false

		609						LN		25		6		false		 6  our nighttime lane closure so at night time it				false

		610						LN		25		7		false		 7  could be down to one lane, but during the				false

		611						LN		25		8		false		 8  daytime hours, unless there is an emergency of				false

		612						LN		25		9		false		 9  some kind, it's going to be two lanes.  That				false

		613						LN		25		10		false		10  will likely follow along in the other two				false

		614						LN		25		11		false		11  projects along Lamar Avenue.				false

		615						LN		25		12		false		12         So we commit to, you know, maintaining				false

		616						LN		25		13		false		13  two lanes minus the nighttime hours when we				false

		617						LN		25		14		false		14  have to get a lot of work done.  We try to do a				false

		618						LN		25		15		false		15  lot of construction work at night to limit and				false

		619						LN		25		16		false		16  stay out of the -- you know, when everybody is				false

		620						LN		25		17		false		17  driving to and from work and making deliveries				false

		621						LN		25		18		false		18  and hauling (inaudible).  So I just wanted to				false

		622						LN		25		19		false		19  say that.				false

		623						LN		25		20		false		20         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  So 4030 Lamar				false

		624						LN		25		21		false		21  Avenue, this area is basically between				false

		625						LN		25		22		false		22  Winchester and Getwell.  We're actually on				false

		626						LN		25		23		false		23  (inaudible) and Lamar.  And we're asking about				false

		627						LN		25		24		false		24  the turning lanes.  Right now there is a small				false

		628						PG		26		0		false		page 26				false

		629						LN		26		1		false		 1  piece of section where there is only two				false

		630						LN		26		2		false		 2  properties that have ease of access from going				false

		631						LN		26		3		false		 3  westbound into the properties on the left side.				false

		632						LN		26		4		false		 4  Is there any consideration going in to that?				false

		633						LN		26		5		false		 5  There is a lot of folks coming in.  Will there				false

		634						LN		26		6		false		 6  be some areas that are taken out or will it				false

		635						LN		26		7		false		 7  stay exactly the way it is?				false

		636						LN		26		8		false		 8         MR. YOUNG:  If you would, meet me back				false

		637						LN		26		9		false		 9  there and we'll look at the detailed plans and				false

		638						LN		26		10		false		10  I will be able to answer your question.				false

		639						LN		26		11		false		11         Is that it?  Well, we'll be hanging				false

		640						LN		26		12		false		12  around until about 7 if you all have anymore				false

		641						LN		26		13		false		13  questions or anything.  We have got the mapping				false

		642						LN		26		14		false		14  over here and we've got detailed things here.				false

		643						LN		26		15		false		15  Thank you.				false

		644						LN		26		16		false		16  (WHEREUPON, THE HEARING ENDED AT APPROXIMATELY 7:00 P.M.)				false

		645						LN		26		17		false		17				false

		646						LN		26		18		false		18				false

		647						LN		26		19		false		19				false

		648						LN		26		20		false		20				false

		649						LN		26		21		false		21				false

		650						LN		26		22		false		22				false

		651						LN		26		23		false		23				false

		652						LN		26		24		false		24				false

		653						PG		27		0		false		page 27				false

		654						LN		27		1		false		 1                  PUBLIC COMMENTS				false

		655						LN		27		2		false		 2          The name of our business is Austein				false

		656						LN		27		3		false		 3  Mechanical Contractors.  We're at 4119 Pidgeon				false

		657						LN		27		4		false		 4  Roost Road.  Our concern is they have -- the				false

		658						LN		27		5		false		 5  way they have got the plan is they are going to				false

		659						LN		27		6		false		 6  bring the ramp off of Winchester on to Lamar				false

		660						LN		27		7		false		 7  right across the front of our parking lot and				false

		661						LN		27		8		false		 8  right in front of our building.				false

		662						LN		27		9		false		 9         It's going to deadlock us where we				false

		663						LN		27		10		false		10  cannot access Lamar.  And the only way in is				false

		664						LN		27		11		false		11  off of Homewood which there is a railroad				false

		665						LN		27		12		false		12  track.  And a train is there -- there is four				false

		666						LN		27		13		false		13  tracks, and a train usually stops every day				false

		667						LN		27		14		false		14  anywhere from three to four hours a day.  So we				false

		668						LN		27		15		false		15  won't be able to get in and out of our property				false

		669						LN		27		16		false		16  while there is a train blocking the road				false

		670						LN		27		17		false		17  crossing.				false
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 1          MR. YOUNG:  Hello.  I'm Kenny Young.
 2  I'm the design engineer consultant for the
 3  state of Tennessee.  We're going to give you a
 4  brief summary of what we're proposing.
 5  Detailed plans are in the back, and an aerial
 6  of the photos are on the side over here.  So
 7  look for somebody with a name tag and they can
 8  answer specific questions.
 9          We're going to have an open house which
10  has already started and we'll answer any
11  questions you might have that we can.  And
12  we'll adjourn about 7 o'clock.  We have a court
13  reporter who is taking comments to get it on
14  record about your concerns.
15          All right.  We're improving Lamar
16  Avenue basically from Perkins to Getwell.
17  We're adding an additional lane in each
18  direction.  And we are proposing an interchange
19  at Winchester and Lamar.  We're going to revamp
20  the Perkins Road interchange to add a loop and
21  reduce the left turn southbound on Perkins.
22          So we're reconfiguring the Perkins
23  interchange.  We're building a new interchange
24  at Winchester, and we're modifying the Getwell
0003
 1  Road interchange basically just replacing the
 2  bridge to accommodate the widening of Lamar.
 3          So the road from where it begins down
 4  here just south of Perkins all the way up to
 5  just north of Winchester will be like an
 6  interstate design and will be controlled
 7  access.  To those of you who have access from
 8  driveways to Lamar through that stretch, they
 9  are going to be taken out.
10          We are proposing a loop ramp right
11  there because this left turn right here backs
12  up Perkins every day for miles.  The
13  interchange at Winchester, we're proposing a
14  single point interchange.  If you go down 385,
15  you'll see one right after the other in which
16  the ramps turn all at the same time.
17          There is Perkins Road interchange.
18  Like I said, this is a new loop ramp to
19  eliminate this left turn right here and
20  increase the capacity of Perkins.  This ramp
21  right here will be upgraded to a two-lane ramp
22  at the intersection for a double left turn
23  lane, and there will be a new signal there.
24          Winchester Road, Lamar will be going
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 1  over.  We're going to cut Winchester down
 2  several feet and these will be your single
 3  point ramps.  So wherever there is a ramp, it
 4  will be access controlled.
 5          There is really not much change to
 6  Getwell.  We're having to replace the bridge
 7  and also widen Lamar Avenue.  So we're
 8  basically rebuilding Getwell just enough to put
 9  in a new bridge.  These ramps will just be
10  turned out with minimal construction.
11          We're in the design phase.  I believe I
12  have to have right-of-way plans by the end of
13  this fall some time at which point the ball
14  should start rolling which you all will be
15  getting contacted by the right-of-way
16  department about negotiating a fee for right of
17  way.
18          But like I said, we have a court
19  reporter here.  You can fill out a card or give
20  her a comment.  It makes a public record.  It's
21  in there for good.  These are the two contacts
22  for TDOT; Gary Scruggs and Dennis Moultrie.
23  There is Dennis right there.  There is Gary.
24          Have you got any questions?
0005
 1          (UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER):  Can you go
 2  back a slide so I can get the information off
 3  that?
 4         MR. YOUNG:  Which one?
 5         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Go back a slide
 6  to the contact information.  There you go.
 7         MR. YOUNG:  Yes, sir.
 8         MR. VERNON:  Okay.  Several things.
 9  One, you got northbound on Lamar getting off at
10  Raines/Perkins overpass when you turn left.
11  Has anybody actually gone there in the morning?
12  The problem is not turning left.  It's being
13  able to work your way up the ramp because of
14  all the people turning right.
15         MR. YOUNG:  Right.
16         MR. VERNON:  And thank God when I go by
17  I just sit and wait (inaudible).  Also, I don't
18  see a -- northbound on Getwell getting onto
19  Lamar going north.  Going north on Getwell and
20  wanting to turn left to get onto Lamar heading
21  south, there are some businesses there.  They
22  have that got that same -- unless they put a
23  light there they have got the same left-hand
24  problem they have had since they put that in
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 1  fifty years ago.
 2         And last but not least, Pidgeon Roost
 3  Road access, the only access they will be
 4  having is across the railroad tracks, and the
 5  railroad likes to block that at all times.  And
 6  if there is an accident or something and
 7  somebody needs an ambulance, you're up a creek.
 8         MR. YOUNG:  Well, as far as the ramp on
 9  Perkins, we're going to put the double left
10  turning lane in there.  And it's going to have
11  a signal.  Well, hopefully the signal when it
12  stops traffic on Perkins will allow the right
13  turns much more capacity.  Because I have been
14  there in the morning.
15         MR. VERNON:  Well, I'm just glad I
16  don't have to get off there.  I would go up to
17  Goodwin and --
18         MS. TERRELL:  Can you please state your
19  name and address before any questions, please,
20  so the court reporter can get it for the
21  record.
22         MR. VERNON:  My name is Mike Vernon.
23  My address is 4971 Hillsdale Drive, Olive
24  Branch, Mississippi 38654.
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 1         MR. YOUNG:  Now, the Joe Candle ramp
 2  we're talking about at Getwell --
 3         MR. VERNON:  Right.
 4         MR. YOUNG:  -- is it the Joe Candle?
 5         MR. VERNON:  Right now you have got it
 6  as both onbound/turn right onto Getwell.
 7         MR. YOUNG:  Is it that one right there
 8  (indicating)?
 9         MR. VERNON:  Yes.
10         MR. YOUNG:  We looked at rebuilding
11  this entire interchange, but we got problems
12  with the railroad bridge.  They have gone in
13  there and built a third track, and the existing
14  bridge is too low as it is.  So to replace that
15  bridge we would have to bump it up about four
16  feet which means it would just keep getting
17  worse and worse and worse.  We'd get into the
18  Winchester Road interchange.
19         So we looked at the traffic volumes at
20  all these intersections and we ran a traffic
21  analysis on them.  And the numbers say they
22  worked at a level of service of A.  A, the
23  best.  You never get level service of A on any
24  road you design.
0008
 1         So we felt like it was good enough to
 2  leave them as they were because in order to
 3  improve this, we really don't have enough room
 4  from the railroad to Lamar.  The ramps I put in
 5  there were 10 percent which the Feds don't
 6  like.
 7         That's the reason back in the sixties
 8  they built that jug handle.  They had the same
 9  problem.  You can't get over the railroad and
10  down fast enough to hit Lamar.
11         Anybody else?
12         MR. BREAZEALE:  Yes, please.  My name
13  is Jim Breazeale.  And the address is 4221
14  Lamar.  We have two businesses there that front
15  on Lamar, and the drawings show the access of
16  course being cut off totally from those
17  businesses from Lamar.  And it would be the
18  same situation.  You would have to drive all
19  the way around Winchester to Pidgeon Roost
20  Road.  And on that side of the building there
21  is no ground level side of the building.  The
22  dock is on that side.  So we'd be left with a
23  building that is largely unusable.
24         MR. YOUNG:  Well, I mean, that's a --
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 1  you build a controlled access road, you just
 2  can't have access to these ramps or the main
 3  line.  The damages you incur you would have to
 4  negotiate and talk to the TDOT right of way
 5  people.  That's all I can tell you.
 6         Anybody else?
 7         MR. JENKINS:  I got a question.
 8         MR. YOUNG:  Yes, sir.
 9         MR. JENKINS:  My name is Jenkins and
10  I've got property near the corner of Homewood
11  and Pidgeon Roost.  My question would be what
12  consideration -- obviously, you've looked at
13  the flow of traffic and you all know what you
14  feel is best.  But what consideration have you
15  all given to the people the you're landlocking
16  between the no access highway and the railroad
17  which is blocked the majority of the time?
18         MR. YOUNG:  I'm sure that the right of
19  way people take that in consideration and you
20  will be given damages.  How much that is, I
21  have no idea.
22         MR. JENKINS:  I got a feeling the
23  damages of mine may not be the same.
24         MR. YOUNG:  Usually that's the case.
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 1  But they just can't go in and damage your
 2  property and not compensate you.
 3         MR. JENKINS:  Well, I mean, there is
 4  other considerations in value of the property
 5  and all, but, I mean, you know, I have got some
 6  manufacturing over there.
 7         And, you know, what if we have an
 8  industrial accident or if we have a fire and
 9  someone is dying and the emergency services are
10  on the other side of the railroad track waiting
11  for the train to get out of the way?  What
12  happens with that?
13         And what happens to my fire insurance?
14  I mean, they are liable to evaluate it and say
15  we just can't cover you for what you -- you
16  know, because of the lack of access to get to
17  you in the event we have to.  I mean, that's
18  like a -- that's a quarterly bill that's going
19  to go up.  So I've got a lot of concerns.
20         MR. YOUNG:  Well, be sure and make your
21  concerns known to the court reporter.
22         MR. JENKINS:  I think I'll just say too
23  many to list.  How about that?  (Laughter).
24         MR. YOUNG:  Yes, sir.  Phillip Osteen,
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 1  Osteen Mechanical Contractors, 4119 Pidgeon
 2  Roost Road, Memphis.  We're in the same area as
 3  Mr. Jenkins.  But the only access in and out of
 4  our property will be Homewood across the same
 5  railroad tracks he spoke of.
 6         We're in the service business and
 7  service is a big part of our business.  We have
 8  trucks in and out all day long, and many times
 9  we're leaving to go to an emergency service
10  call at a plant or an office or different
11  places where we service the air conditioning
12  and mechanical equipment.  And we have very
13  short times to get there because of a plant
14  outage or any number of things.
15         We also receive deliveries of parts and
16  equipment in and out all day, all hours of the
17  day starting at 6 o'clock in the morning and
18  can be late in the afternoon.  And this
19  railroad track many times are blocked I think
20  as long as an hour at a time.  I think they --
21  I just heard that it can be 3 and a half hours
22  a day.
23         And we're not -- I don't believe our
24  delivery truck is going to sit there waiting
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 1  for the train track to clear to bring our
 2  delivery to us when we're waiting on it and
 3  it's critical to an operation that we're in the
 4  middle of.  So I'm not sure how we're going to
 5  be able to stay in business like that or stay
 6  there like that.
 7         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  We can't.  There
 8  is no way to operate like that.  There is no
 9  way.  We couldn't stay in business and stay
10  there.
11         MR. YOUNG:  There again, you know, I
12  can't really address that.  That's between you
13  all and the right of way department.  They will
14  appraise the property.  They'll talk to you.
15  They'll see what you're talking about.  And
16  whatever number you all decide on, you know, I
17  don't even get involved in that.
18         MR. JENKINS:  That will be whatever
19  number they decide on.
20         MR. CHIPMAN:  I'm Steve Chipman.  I'm
21  with the right of way section.  I'll be happy
22  to talk to you about it.  Don't go out of here
23  thinking we're going to give you what we want
24  because that's not --
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 1         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  No, I've had
 2  plenty of experience with them.
 3         MR. CHIPMAN:  Your comments and what we
 4  are going to hear tonight helps us to
 5  understand the situations.  Okay?  So just --
 6  we'll work with you and we'll explain to you
 7  what's going to happen.
 8         So just understand this is our first
 9  chance to hear about the impact of the project.
10  Hearing your comments is -- that's priceless
11  for us if you want to tell us your ideas.  I
12  want to hear it because that's how we know it's
13  impacting your operation and that's how we look
14  at the damages.
15         So just tell them on your comment card
16  exactly how it's impacting you because that's
17  very important to us.  Okay?  We can share it
18  with the appraisers.  We can look at things and
19  address now how we can improve it.  We would
20  like to reduce the impact as much as we
21  possibly can.
22         If we can't, then we want to make sure
23  we pay you just compensation for it.  Okay?  So
24  I will give you my business card and you can
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 1  call me any time and I will talk to you.  I
 2  will come meet you on your property.  Okay?
 3         But just understand that your comments
 4  tonight are very important.  Make sure you fill
 5  out a comment card and give it to the court
 6  reporter so the comments are passed in to us so
 7  we have a better understanding.  Okay?
 8         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  On that topic,
 9  the comment cards, can we take our time and
10  fill them out as we need to and get them in to
11  somebody, say, tomorrow at a later time?
12         MR. CHIPMAN:  I think they have got a
13  date, and I think it's probably -- because this
14  meeting is a design meeting for how to design
15  this.  So they have got like a schedule set,
16  but there is a reasonable time if you can get
17  it to them.  Okay?
18         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Is there a
19  railroad representative in the room?
20         MR. YOUNG:  I'm sorry?
21         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Is there a
22  railroad representative in the room?
23         MR. YOUNG:  Not that I know of.  Yes,
24  sir.
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 1         MR. VERNON:  Again, Mike Vernon.  The
 2  address I'm in question about is 4195 Lamar
 3  Avenue.  It looks like we're going to be taken
 4  out as a retention (inaudible).  My question
 5  is, when will the state start contacting us
 6  because the sooner we have time to start
 7  planning our move, find out what kind of monies
 8  we will get, we can start trying to find a
 9  reasonable relocation.
10         MR. YOUNG:  Steve, let me know if I'm
11  talking out of turn, but I believe we're going
12  to have right of way plans ready this fall with
13  another right of way meeting to inform you all
14  of what's going on.
15         MR. CHIPMAN:  And that will be for
16  owners, landowners only.  Not just the general
17  public.
18         (Inaudible comments made).
19         MR. CHIPMAN:  We'll have a meeting with
20  the property owners and we'll come in and see
21  the final plans and you'll be able to point out
22  things to us.  Sometimes the property line
23  changes, the ownership changes, and then also
24  you get to talk about the impacts again and
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 1  tell us about that.
 2         But what the prices are at that time,
 3  we'll tell you about that, and we'll also give
 4  you information on the acquisition process.  If
 5  your business has been impacted in some kind of
 6  way and you're entitled to benefits there,
 7  we'll go over that with you.  If it's
 8  residential, we'll go over that with you.  But
 9  that's just for the property owner.  We'll come
10  back and talk to you about the process and help
11  you understand what the next moves are.
12         And as soon as they get the plans we'll
13  set up a right of way meeting and you will get
14  a certified letter.  Make sure we have got your
15  address if you're a property owner.  That's
16  something you go to court for.  Make sure we've
17  got your address and your information because
18  that's very important to us, too, so we can
19  make sure anything that we distribute out, you
20  can get that information.  Okay?
21         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Will the
22  railroad be involved in that meeting?
23         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  If they're a
24  landowner, yes.
0017
 1         MR. CHIPMAN:  They can.  Like tonight's
 2  meeting, we notify them, but since they are --
 3  their home office is in Texas.  Like us we're
 4  dealing with their time when they come in so we
 5  have to schedule a meeting to keep them
 6  informed.
 7         If you have a question for the
 8  railroad, if you will send it to me I will
 9  share it with my contact because we are talking
10  to them on the other project.  And that's the
11  biggest part for them.  If you have a question
12  for the railroad, a railroad question, if you
13  will put it in here as a comment card, that's
14  important for us, too, because we want to know
15  about the railroad, too.  So whatever question
16  you got, pass it on to us and we'll be talking
17  to the people who represent the railroad
18  because they are anywhere from St. Louis to
19  Texas to Minnesota.
20         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I know how hard
21  it is to call them.
22         MR. YOUNG:  We would love to be able to
23  force them to be here, but they are their own
24  separate entity.
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 1         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Mr. Chipman, we
 2  would like to invite you to come to our
 3  business to see at some point, for you to
 4  actually see how we do operate and how it would
 5  impact us.  I think that would mean a whole lot
 6  with you because you would see what it would do
 7  to us.
 8         MR. CHIPMAN:  Okay.  I will do that.  I
 9  always like to go to the business and visit
10  with the business owner.  It's good because our
11  contact and communication is we like to know as
12  much as we can and that way we know who we're
13  dealing with and what -- like if it's a
14  displacement, we like to have a first group of
15  appraisals to give them adequate time to make
16  arrangements to relocate or whatever they have
17  to do.  And that's our goal is to try to
18  minimize the impact to you and make it as
19  painless as possible.  And we also are like a
20  sounding board if you want to vent on it.
21  We'll take the punches.
22         MR. YOUNG:  Steve, why don't you give a
23  brief explanation of the appraisal process.
24         MR. CHIPMAN:  Of the appraisal process?
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 1  Yes, we hire field appraisers that have to
 2  be -- what you call them now -- the appraisers
 3  are licensed.  They are certified residential,
 4  certified general.  Certified general, that's
 5  the highest level.  And so for us we require a
 6  certified general appraiser.
 7         There will be an appraisal.  We don't
 8  tell them what to put on the property.  A lot
 9  of people will tell you that but it's not,
10  because by law we have to pay you fair market
11  value for compensation.  Okay?  So that way we
12  get at least an appraisal.  We know from what
13  we essentially do from putting together this
14  appraisal of property, that's what we base our
15  values on.  And if there is damages, you want
16  to tell us damages.  If the damage is high, if
17  they come out and say 80 percent, then that's
18  what we understand is 80 percent.  And so
19  that's our point.  We come out and make you an
20  offer.
21         Now, if you want to make a
22  counter-offer, that's up to you.  Okay?  And if
23  we can't reach an agreement, it's nothing bad,
24  because accommodation, it's part of your rights
0020
 1  as a property owner.  It's accommodation
 2  because that means that we'll take it to
 3  another level and hear the sides.  And it will
 4  be whatever the court decides.  Okay?  But
 5  hopefully we can negotiate and work it out.
 6  And most of the time everybody is pretty well
 7  satisfied because we use appraisers just like
 8  you would.  If you turn around and want to hire
 9  an appraiser to give you an appraisal on the
10  property to make sure we are in line, it will
11  be the same process.  You'd have somebody
12  certifying there because we won't accept
13  anything that's not by at least a certified
14  appraiser because they are the ones that
15  approve us with state and Federal regulations.
16  Okay?
17         But we'll work with you.  We'll tell
18  you -- you know, we'll explain more to you when
19  we meet.  But understand that our possess is to
20  make sure that your rights as a property owner
21  are protected and that (inaudible) under the
22  law.  So we'll keep you informed.  We'll share
23  it with you.
24         Our goal is hopefully we can work out
0021
 1  negotiations to provide the property for the
 2  project needed, and we will work you through
 3  the process.  And so if you ever have any
 4  questions even about the appraisal process or
 5  anything between now and then, call us.  I'll
 6  be happy to share it with you.  This process,
 7  our process, is to make sure we get a fair
 8  appraisal and then we are working with you.
 9  Okay?
10         MR. ALLEN:  Curtis Allen, 3486
11  Clearpool Circle Road.  We can take our time
12  and fill these out and mail it in, right, to
13  the address on the back?
14         MS. TERRELL:  You have 21 days.
15         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Question.  The
16  process you just outlined is the one you would
17  use on properties that you're acquiring
18  (inaudible) of right away.  What about those
19  properties that you're not acquiring from being
20  damaged or compromised by your design?
21         MR. CHIPMAN:  If it's directly affected
22  by it, then we'll -- if our project is touching
23  you or is like a loss of access, then we'll
24  appraise it.  But if it's not and you're not
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 1  one of the tracks on the project, if you feel
 2  like you're being impacted, you can write a
 3  letter and submit a letter asking for
 4  consideration and state your case.  We'll
 5  review it and see if there is merit here.
 6  Okay?
 7         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  What is the time
 8  frame of this construction?  Is it going to be
 9  down in phases or is the whole stretch of road
10  going to be under construction at the same
11  time?
12         MR. YOUNG:  The whole thing would be --
13  it's one project from Perkins to Getwell.  The
14  schedule, we're talking 2 and a half to 3
15  years.
16         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  When will the
17  property acquisition meeting be, the right of
18  way --
19         MR. YOUNG:  About a year from now.
20  Probably about a year from now.
21         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I have a
22  question.
23         MR. YOUNG:  Yes, sir.
24         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Projects 2 and a
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 1  half to 3 years before completion, is that what
 2  you said or to start?
 3         MR. CHIPMAN:  That is the duration of
 4  the construction.
 5         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  The duration?
 6         MR. CHIPMAN:  Yes, sir.
 7         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  And I'm sure --
 8  I mean, I understand that probably at this time
 9  you really won't know how the access from some
10  of us that are affected is going to be during
11  the process of construction.  I mean, that's --
12  nobody can answer that, I guess, but obviously
13  that's a question in my mind.  So...
14         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Will the road
15  be -- at any point be down to like one lane or
16  two lanes during construction?  Is that what
17  we're looking at here, kind of bottle neck?
18         MR. YOUNG:  Well, like any construction
19  project, there is going to be inconvenience.
20  And on Lamar right now during one phase I
21  believe we do have it down to one lane in each
22  direction.
23         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I have a
24  question.  I'm Christopher Blog (phonetic) with
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 1  (inaudible) of America.  We are at a -- on a
 2  dead end street just to the north of that
 3  intersection.  And if you're going to tie it
 4  down to one lane of traffic both ways -- I'm on
 5  a dead end and I'm seeing we're going to have
 6  restrictions of customers in freight trucks
 7  coming in and out of Lamar for access.  Would
 8  that be something to consider for --
 9         MR. YOUNG:  Well, I mean, once we build
10  the interchange at Winchester, the roadway is
11  going to be up in the air.  But once we come
12  down to grade we're going to be widening on the
13  outside and basically leaving the existing base
14  in place and building an overlaying mass.  So
15  the inconvenience from, oh, wherever the
16  access -- controlled access ends will be a lot
17  better from there to Getwell if you understand
18  what I'm saying.
19         MR. BLOG:  I can just see a lot of
20  vehicles back up for hours and not be able to
21  get in and out of that road.
22         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Let me just
23  interject here.  I'm Nicole Lawrence.  I'm a
24  relations officer for Region 4 in West
0025
 1  Tennessee.  So the under construction portion
 2  right now from the state line to Shelby, we're
 3  maintaining two lanes of traffic.  We're adding
 4  an additional lane.
 5         We've said all along we're going to do
 6  our nighttime lane closure so at night time it
 7  could be down to one lane, but during the
 8  daytime hours, unless there is an emergency of
 9  some kind, it's going to be two lanes.  That
10  will likely follow along in the other two
11  projects along Lamar Avenue.
12         So we commit to, you know, maintaining
13  two lanes minus the nighttime hours when we
14  have to get a lot of work done.  We try to do a
15  lot of construction work at night to limit and
16  stay out of the -- you know, when everybody is
17  driving to and from work and making deliveries
18  and hauling (inaudible).  So I just wanted to
19  say that.
20         UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  So 4030 Lamar
21  Avenue, this area is basically between
22  Winchester and Getwell.  We're actually on
23  (inaudible) and Lamar.  And we're asking about
24  the turning lanes.  Right now there is a small
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 1  piece of section where there is only two
 2  properties that have ease of access from going
 3  westbound into the properties on the left side.
 4  Is there any consideration going in to that?
 5  There is a lot of folks coming in.  Will there
 6  be some areas that are taken out or will it
 7  stay exactly the way it is?
 8         MR. YOUNG:  If you would, meet me back
 9  there and we'll look at the detailed plans and
10  I will be able to answer your question.
11         Is that it?  Well, we'll be hanging
12  around until about 7 if you all have anymore
13  questions or anything.  We have got the mapping
14  over here and we've got detailed things here.
15  Thank you.
16  (WHEREUPON, THE HEARING ENDED AT APPROXIMATELY 7:00 P.M.)
17
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 1                  PUBLIC COMMENTS
 2          The name of our business is Austein
 3  Mechanical Contractors.  We're at 4119 Pidgeon
 4  Roost Road.  Our concern is they have -- the
 5  way they have got the plan is they are going to
 6  bring the ramp off of Winchester on to Lamar
 7  right across the front of our parking lot and
 8  right in front of our building.
 9         It's going to deadlock us where we
10  cannot access Lamar.  And the only way in is
11  off of Homewood which there is a railroad
12  track.  And a train is there -- there is four
13  tracks, and a train usually stops every day
14  anywhere from three to four hours a day.  So we
15  won't be able to get in and out of our property
16  while there is a train blocking the road
17  crossing.
18         And we have service trucks that come in
19  and out all day.  We have deliveries, emergency
20  deliveries, that are in and out all day long
21  almost every day.  And if we need an ambulance
22  or fire truck, they couldn't get to us because
23  the only way in will be crossing the railroad
24  tracks.  And that would make our insurance go
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 1  up if the fire department couldn't get to us.
 2  So we are sort of landlocked.
 3         Now, you know, we have five and a half
 4  acres right there.  When they first came to us
 5  and told us they were going to do this, they
 6  told us then that they were going to deadlock
 7  us, that we would not have a way in and out.
 8  And they did.  But now they are wanting to just
 9  draw us in a little drive to cross the railroad
10  track, and that's not going to work.  We would
11  have to shut our business down.  And that's not
12  going to happen.
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 1         My name is Mr. Breazeale with JEJ
 2  Properties.  We have two buildings; one at 4215
 3  Lamar, and another at 4221 Lamar.  According to
 4  the drawings that the gentleman just showed me,
 5  the state would be buying the north building.
 6  They would take that whole piece of property on
 7  the north building, but then the bigger
 8  building is on the south,  it's 50,000 square
 9  feet, and would leave us with no access from
10  Lamar.
11         And the only ground level access to the
12  buildings on the Lamar side of the building.
13  So it would leave me basically with an unusable
14  building.  Now, you would have to drive about
15  -- I'm guessing when I say this -- a half mile
16  to a mile around on Winchester Road to get into
17  the back side of the building.  But once you
18  got there, you would be at a dock level.  You
19  couldn't be at a ground level where we unload
20  all the merchandise.
21         The people I lease the building to,
22  it's very important to them to have not only
23  the Lamar frontage but have easy access for
24  their customers to come do their ground level
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 1  loading on the Lamar side of the building.  So
 2  essentially it would leave me with an usable
 3  building.
 4
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 1         My name is Michael Vernon.  I'm
 2  co-trustee for the Rose Vernon Irrevocable
 3  Trust who owns the property at 4195 Lamar
 4  Avenue.  My home address is 4971 Hillsdale
 5  Drive in Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654.  My
 6  work address is 4195 Lamar Avenue, Memphis,
 7  Tennessee 38118.
 8         My co-trustee is my sister, Donna
 9  Christie.  Her address is 125 North Mt.
10  Pleasant in Collierville, Tennessee 38017.  Her
11  phone number is 901-413-8073, I believe.  My
12  phone number is 901-493-8096.
13         My concerns are the time tables to
14  relocate our business which has been there for
15  almost 40 years.  We depend very heavily on
16  retail walk-in business so our location means a
17  lot.  And I just think whoever has done the
18  design work on this hasn't really done a lot of
19  thinking because Pidgeon Roost Road, people we
20  will be leaving behind, should they have an
21  accident, a fire, or something like that, could
22  be in very serious conditions if the railroad
23  has the crossroads, whatever, blo9cked at
24  Homewood and the railroad tracks.  And they do
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 1  that -- every morning I see them there for
 2  about an hour.  I don't know how often the rest
 3  of the day they do that.  But it could be
 4  lossage for the state over people getting
 5  killed, dying, whatever, businesses burning to
 6  the ground.  It just doesn't seem like they
 7  have planned it properly.
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 1         I'm Richard Ouyang.  My business is
 2  Rose Company.  And I just saw the man over
 3  there, the guy.  He tell me, you will close my
 4  driveway and the front door over there.  So my
 5  business will be shut down because I load the
 6  stuff from the front door.  If no front door, I
 7  have no business.
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 1         Crown Inn, 4046 Lamar Avenue, 38118.
 2  The business owner name is Yogesh Jariwala.
 3  The contact number is 901-834-7820.  So the
 4  track number is 33.  We are right at the exit.
 5  So we just looked at the plan and it looks like
 6  a partial portion of our property is getting
 7  impacted.  The one where the office and our
 8  residence is.  And upstairs are the guest rooms
 9  and downstairs is our residence area and
10  office.
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