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MR NAG: Wll, good evening everyone
Thank you very much for com ng out here tonight.

Qobvi ously, everybody here is busy, got a | ot of
t hi ngs going on. You've taken tinme out of your
schedul es to neet us tonight, and we really, really
do appreciate that.

My nanme is Mark Nagi. |'mthe Comunity
Rel ations officer for Tennessee's Departnent of
Transportation in Region 1, our 24-county
East Tennessee region. W're here tonight at the
Cl ai borne County Courthouse to gather public input
on the proposed State Route 32/ US 25W i nt er change
here in C ai borne County.

The neeting is being held to provide the
public an opportunity to provide comments about this
proposed i nterchange project.

Now, we have a | ot of TDOT fol ks that
are here tonight. Everyone who works at TDOT, if
you guys coul d pl ease rai se your hands.

So we've got a lot of fol ks here tonight
ready and willing to answer any questions you m ght
have.

Once again, this is a TDOT public
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neeting. If you would Iike to nake an offici al
public comrent, when you wal ked in there was comrent
cards. And you can wite down your comments to us
toni ght and hand themin when you | eave this

eveni ng, or you can take them hone. You'll have 21
days fromtoday to nail them back to us and nmake
sure that they are officially on the record.

Before | go any further, | have to ask:
Are there any nenbers of the nedia here tonight?

What organi zation are you with?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: " d ai bor ne
Progress.”

MR NAG: Ckay. Also, | know we have
sone public officials that are here tonight. |If you
guys coul d, please stand up, say your nane, and the
of fice that you represent.

MR PITTMAN: Ronnie Pittman, C ai borne
County (i naudible).

MR. CLARK: Rick Cark, 1st District
Conmmi ssi oner.

M5. HURST: Karen Hurst (inaudible).

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e.)

MR SEXTON: Jerry Sexton, State
representative.

MR, VASS: Charlton Vass, 1st D strict,
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County Commi ssi on.
MR. BROOKS: Joel Brooks, d aibo

County mayor

rne

MR, FANNON: Bill Fannon, mayor of
Tazewel | .

MR NAG: Ckay. Wth all that being --
|"msorry. | didn't see guys.

M5. BARNETT: Rosenmary Barnett, Sixth
District Conmm ssioner.

M5. MCCREARY: Sherry MCreary, Seventh
District Conm ssioner.

MR, CRAWCRD: Stacey Crawford, Third
District Conm ssioner.

MR NAG: Ckay. Wth all that being
said, I'"'mnow going to turn things over to TDOT
Stacy Weaver, who will have tonight's presentation.

Foll owi ng the presentation, we are going

to set aside 15 to 20 mnutes for public que
if you have any specific questions about the
project, and then the remai nder of the tine
evening until 7:00 p.m wll be spent answer
guesti ons a one-on-one basis.

St acy.

MR. WEAVER: Thank you, Mark.

Actually, I'"'mgoing to grab this

stions,

this

i ng your
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poi nt er.

Al right. M nane is Stacy Weaver with
t he Departnent of Transportation. [|'mactually the
proj ect manager that's overseeing this project,
basi cal ly, through the design process and the
right-of-way process until the project is actually
l et to construction.

| just want to say thank you right now
to the mayors, Mayor Fannon and Mayor Brooks, for
| etting us use the courthouse to hold the public
neeting. W appreciate that. W appreciate you all
| etting us conme down to do that. So thank y'a'l
very nmuch for that. W appreciate it.

The fire alarmis going to distract ne
t hroughout this whole thing. | apol ogi ze about
that. |If |'ve got one in ny house, | have to track
it down in the mddle of the night at 2 o' cl ock.

So I"mgoing to go through the
presentation with you all, and so we'll just get
starting rolling into it, if you want to go ahead.

So just kind of an overall schedule for
tonight's neeting. It is just the fornal
presentation. |'ll be going through the
presentation with everybody about the project.

We'l | hold a question-and-answer session, and then
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we'll open it up to open house.

And we want people to conme up and talk
to our TDOT representatives about the project, kind
of get an upcl ose and personal view of what we're
proposi ng, and go through that one-on-one with
everybody. That's what we really want to get out of
that. And then, ultimately, the whol e purpose of
the neeting is just to gather public feedback from
everybody, you know, how they feel about the
project, what the inputs are fromthe public. So
that's the whol e purpose of the project.

So the purpose of the neeting, as
| nentioned, it's to discuss the proposed
i nprovenents at the intersection of 32 and 345, to
provide prelimnary plans to review. W have
prelimnary plans up here to review, as well as the
di spl ays, to receive those public inputs.

The public inputs are very, very
inportant to us. W take every one of themvery
seriously. The comment cards that y'all received at
t he door, you can fill those out, and you can | eave
themwith ny staff out at the door. Drop those off
if you have tine to fill them out tonight, or you
can mail themto us, as Mark said, wthin 21 days.

Feel free to; if you want to, you can
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e-mail themto ne. |1've got ny e-nail address. At
the end of the neeting, you can send themto ne, and
"Il make sure they go on public record.

Qur court reporter wasn't able to nake
it tonight, so she isn't here tonight.

W'l get into the question-and-answer
session here in a little while. 1'mgoing to repeat
everybody's questions, just because we're kind of
recordi ng the conments of what we're getting back.
So | may repeat you all's questions. Don't think
"' mdoing that to be disrespectful in any way. |'m
just doing it so we can get that on the record so
| can renenber what we tal ked about.

So just a little bit of a project
hi story here on this project. TDOT initiated a
technical study back in 2013 on this project to
eval uate a grade-separated interchange here at 32
and 345.

I n August 2014 that technical study was
conpl eted. TDOT conpleted that study, and it
eval uated two options within that technical study.
| think a |ot of people saw those options; one being
the QRI -- and that's a quadrant road interchange,
whi ch we have presented here tonight, and a sinple

di anond i nt er change.
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After review of the QRI, the QR -- of
the two alternatives, the QRI becane the preferred
concept for TDOT, just because of cost, |oss of
access concerns, and overall consistency with the
surroundi ng roadway networK.

So just to kind of put it into

perspective for everybody on what the costs were --

and | can kind of talk to that -- the QRI concept
that's devel oped right nowin the report, | think it
showed sonething around $6 mllion or so in the

report. And that was back in 2014 dollars. In

proj ected 2018 dollars, | think that price has risen
up to about $8.2 mllion. So that's kind of the
overall cost of what we're proposing right now.

The actually full-build di anond
i nterchange, the estimated cost on that project was
close to $30 million. So it's a significant
I ncrease in cost, significant increase in cost for
t hat roadway for that interchange.

So that's really why TDOT chose t hat
reason to go to with the QRI concept, what was --
ultimtely because of the cost, that |oss of
access/control, and then just that surroundi ng
roadway networ k and meki ng that work together.

After we got that technical study
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conpl eted, we started our survey in June of 2016 for
the project, and then we started devel opi ng
prelimnary plans for the QRI concept. And in
Novenber 2018 we held a prelimnary field review

And that brings us to today, and that's
where we're at. So we're kind of in that early
design process. That's where we're at, and we're
| ooki ng at that design right now W' re wanting
t hat feedback fromthe public.

So the project location, | think
everybody's aware of this, where 32 and 345 cones
in. This is just the overall map there in Tazewel |,
just kind of showing you the limts of where this
proj ect goes to.

The proposed typical sections al ong 345
ri ght now, as designed and as planned, we're going
to be including -- and this typical section that
you' re seeing here, basically the cut of the roadway
of what it's going to look like if it's built --
when it's built is -- this is actually eastbound, so
goi ng out 345 away from Tazewell. It includes two
12-foot travel |anes, one in each direction. There
Wil be turn anes at the ranp that access 32.

There will be an 8-foot paved shoul der al ong the

north side of the project, the northern side of 345,
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and then a 6-foot paved shoulder with a curb and
gutter and a 5-foot sidewal k al ong the sout hern
side. So there's actually a sidewal k that
crosses 33 along the bridge down to -- what's the
name of the road? | keep forgetting the nane.
Cedar Circle Road.

Not Cedar Fork. It's the little --
Cedar Circle. Cedar Crcle Road. Excuse ne.

So going on to next typical section,
this is the proposed typical we're proposing on
State Route 32. The proposed typical really al ong
State Route 32 won't change. It's not being w dened
at all. So you'll still have your 4-foot travel
| anes, two in each direction, curb and gutter on
both sides of the roadway.

The one change that is being changed
since we're elimnating the signal at 32 and 345 and
installing the interchange, the ranps cone down and
they' Il actually access 32 via ride-in/ride-out
access. And there will be an 8-foot w de raised
concrete nedian along 32, just to prevent any people
fromcrossing 32 there.

So it's an increase in safety. It's an
increase in capacity. The capacity of the

intersection is better, and that's kind of why
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t hat's bei ng done.

So this is the concept that you all see

up here. 1've actually got a traffic sinulation of
this -- I1'd like to showit to y'all here in just a
mnute -- of how the interchange is going to

function. But you can see the QRI. The QRI w ||
actually -- these intersections here and here --
forgive ne. M hands shake horrible. You can thank
nmy father for that.

The ride-in/ride-out, these will be
ride-in/ride-out. So the access going -- if you
want to access 345 eastbound, if you want to access
345 eastbound you will get off at this intersection,
come up, and nmeke a left and go down 345. (Ckay?

I f you want to access into Tazewel |,

you' Il get off here. And then you can get into
Tazewel | .

And then coming -- say if you' re com ng
from 345 up toward Tazewell, if you want to go

nort hbound on 32, you actually make a right at this

intersection, a right here, go back north on 32.
Then if you want to go south on 32, you

actually cone across the bridge, nmake a right, and

t hen anot her right-hand novenent to go back south on

32.
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That's kind of the traffic novenents
that we're proposing right now.

The intersection here is currently being
anal yzed right now for a signal. W're looking into
that right now That hasn't been finalized as of
yet, but we're | ooking at adding a signal at that
| ocati on.

So just sone updated graphics; | just
kind of zooned in here for people's information and
what they see in the plans.

So the blue is going to be the proposed
bridge. So that's the bridge actually crossing 32.

The dark red line is the proposed
right-of-way line that we're anticipating to have.
That woul d be the anount of property that the State
woul d be required to acquire for the project.

The purple with the "PL" on it is the
property line. So that's the existing property
l'i nes.

Then there's the existing right-of-way.
That's kind of hard to see in that picture, but
there's the existing right-of-way that runs down
345.

And then gray, the gray is the new

driveway tie-ins.
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Then you can al so see guardr ai
installation. You can see the sidewal k running
along 345 in this section. So that's just kind of
what you'll see in the plans.

So go ahead and go to the next one.

So this is atraffic simulation of the
i nterchange, just to kind of give everybody an idea
of how the overall interchange will function.

So this one is actually based on having
a signal here, and we're evaluating that now So as
you can see, comng out 345, if you want to go
nort hbound, you actually turn north on that
nort hbound ranp and then turn right to go up 32.

These radiuses are really tight on this
little -- this is just a -- thisis a sinmulation, is
all it is. The radiuses are much, rnmuch inproved on
what we were planning. So those radiuses com ng out
there will definitely accept an interstate
tractor-trailer wthout any type of obstruction.

But you can kind of see how the overall
i nt erchange functi ons.

W may bring this up and just let it run
i f peopl e have questions about any of the access of
the interchange while we're neeting and tal ki ng.

So if you could go to the next one.
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So just kind of give you an update on
the project status on where we are with the project.
So we are basically in that design phase. W are in
t hat environnmental design phase.

Qur projects are funded in three phases.
They are funded in the prelimnary engineering
phase, which is what we have funding for now on this
project. And we're working through that. W're
wor ki ng through the plans. W' ve got the plans
finalized enough to bring themout to you all to
provi de i nput and feedback on the project.

And what we woul d be working for now
after we get the public input, we start taking that
public input, finalizing those plans, and worKki ng
towards the right-of-way process.

W will have to finalize an
envi ronnmental docunment on the project. W wll have
to receive funding to start the right-of-way process
on the project. And once that's done, the plans are
finalized. Then, that would allow us to start the
ri ght-of-way process, start the appraisal and
acqui sition process for the project.

As of right now, we anticipate that
process -- that tineline for that period right now

coul d happen by late fall of this year. That's what
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we're anti ci pati ng.

The anount of tracts that we have on the
project, there's about 19 inpacted properties, |
believe, on this project. And the right-of-way
process for that tineline would take about a year.
It would take about a year to conplete.

So you could be | ooking at going --
nmovi ng into the construction phase of the project,
you know, pendi ng avail abl e fundi ng again, of
course, by -- close to the end of 2020 is what we
woul d be | ooking at.

So as | nmentioned, the next steps and
kind of where we are in our process is to conplete
t hat environnental docunent study, incorporate the
public coments that we receive tonight, determ ne
if design nodifications are needed on the project.
That's why this feedback is inmportant to us.
Finalize that design for the right-of-way phase and
then begin that right-of-way appraisal and
acquisition once we receive the funding, and then
schedul e the phasing for construction.

So as | nmentioned before, your comments
are definitely inportant to us. Drop that conment
card in tonight, if you all get a chance to fill to

it out. That's fine. W answer every one of the
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comments that we receive.

You can mail themin. Like | said,
you' ve got 21 days, so that's June 25th. So you may
want to just make a note of that.

O course, the court reporter wasn't
here tonight, but that's the comenting process.

So that's ny short presentation on the
project. W appreciate everybody's attendance on
the project. W appreciate everybody bei ng here.

Again, ny nane is Stacy Waver

Qur director of project devel opnent in
the region is Dexter Justice.

Feel free to contact us, either one,
during this process to talk about the project, get
updates. 1'd be happy to talk to anybody about the
project as we nove forward.

Mar k?

MR NAG: Ckay. So what we're going to
do now, we're going to open it up for public
guestions for about 15 or 20 mnutes. That w |
| eave us with a little bit less than an hour on to
answer any questions you have on a one-on-one basis
as well.

So if you have any questions, please

just raise your hand, and we'll do our best to
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answer them

Yes, mm' am

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | know this is a
separate project, but years -- tw years ago --
| forgot now, but the resurfacing of 25 and 33 was
done in segnents. It was done over the Apollo River
area, and it was done through this area that's
i nvol ved here, and then stopped at the top of the
hill going north.

So there's a segnent in between there
that hasn't been resurfaced. And | wonder, do you
know or are there any plans to finish that, because
the road is deteriorating.

Andy, repeat that question back so that
we can get it.

MR. PADGETT: So she -- she was saying
there is a segnent in between on State Route 32 and
33 that has not been resurfaced. |Is that correct?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wl l, it's 25,
going north of this project.

MR, PADGETT: Okay. W do have a
project that is currently in the -- | think it's
either in the June or August letting that wll
complete that. So it wll cone through, and we'l

actually conplete that section.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Thank you.

MR, PADGETT: Yes, nmm'am

MR. NAG : Next question

MR. NOAH: My nane is Phillip Noah.

Being a resident of Cedar Fork all nmny
life, watching the growmh in the area and the 25
i ntersection down here, there has been two attenpts
now to create -- correct sonme of the issues with the
tractor-trailer entrance to Cedar Fork Road.

The first one was a total failure with
the guardrails being destroyed al nost every day.
The second one was a failure in that we wdened it a
[ittle bit nore, but we didn't make room for
tractor-trailers getting in there.

So now we can't address 190 and the
hi ghway, but now we're going to (inaudible) |east
ei ght nore than the highway. There is no offranps
that you would see for a typical tractor-trailer
trying to exit and enter interstate areas.

The business | work at, we have
guardrails. And sem trucks try their best, and
they still tear them down. They get distracted
| ooking at sonething else. |If you |look at the
curbing and all the intersections that (inaudible),

the curbing is destroyed fromsem trucks because
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it's poorly designed, it's not giving themthe
ri ght-of-way that they need.

So how are we supposed to believe that
this is really going to really inprove things when
the tractor-trailers are going to be naking many
nore right-hand turns, |eft-hand turns?

MR. WEAVER:. So we understand that, and
we appreciate it.

So the main question is how we're going
to inprove it so that tractor-trailers can access
it.

And our designers will ook at that.
They actually run a -- they exactly run a simulation
for that, just to see what the tractor-trailer
tracking will do. And we're actually designing
t apered curves big enough to be able to basically
accept an interstate tractor and trailer as well
provi di ng shoul der wwdth there too as well.

Just for input and as | discussed
before, those turning novenents that we have shown
here in the plans will allow that truck, just based
on our nodels. And based on our nodels -- and our
nodel s are very conservative -- we'll allow that
truck to pull out into that |ane w thout getting

near that curb and hitting that curb.
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So we're |looking at that. W take that
very seriously. It's unfortunate that it wasn't
addressed during that safety -- the safety project
that we had before, but in this project we're
definitely |l ooking at that, definitely as a major
i nprovenent to this. And that's a major deal for
the trucks pulling out of this intersection because
they're having to make that right turn.

MR. JOHNSON. Gary Johnson.

Ki nd of piggy-backing on what you're
tal ki ng about there, if you' re northbound on State
Route 32 and you nmeke the right turn to enter
onto 345, you're conmi ng down that intersection and
you're forced to nake that left turn to travel up
onto Cedar Fork. That seens to ne like that's
sonething that is going to be very awkward to try to
make that turn there. | knowit's offset right-hand
access, but that's a very heavy traffic area. And
if it's going to be a left-hand turn, it's going to
be hard to maneuver.

MR. WEAVER. And we are | ooking at that
as well, just those truck-turning novenents. Just
definitely want to nake sure that that transition is
as snmooth as possible. So we're definitely | ooking

at it.
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If there's -- you know, if there's
specific comments on the design that you all have
and want to bring up in that comment card, send that
to us and we'll look at it even closer. W're in
t hat desi gn phase where the designers can go back
and definitely double check anything that you all
think that you see nmay be an issue.

So we can definitely go back and | ook at
t hose |l ocations. But they're definitely running the
checks on that, just to nake sure those
tractor-trailers can nake those maneuvers.

MR. REED: Don Reed.

WIIl there be any accel eration |ane when
a northbound truck |eaving from 325 turns to go up?

Does he have to pull out in the mddle
of traffic and stop the whole right-hand | ane as he
noseys up the lanes, or will there be an
accel eration | ane there?

And if there is an accel eration | ane,
what is going to happen to the traffic that is
getting off on A d Route 25, just up the ways an
eighth of a mle?

There shoul d be sonething there for
people to work with besides a crack.

And then the sane thing would happen
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when t he sout hbound fellowis exiting here.

Does he have to slow down in the
right-hand | ane and hold up half of the traffic in
order for himto make that right-hand turn?

Can't there be a wi dening of that spot
so he can make this turn without stopping the flow
of everybody el se going south?

MR. WEAVER: |'ve heard that, and |'ve
heard that froma couple of other people comrenting
on accel |anes and decel |anes on this project.

That's definitely sonething we can go back and | ook

at .

The accel |anes on the project, as
designed right now, it -- | nmean, as designed right
now, it will function. And the tractor-trailers can

get out onto the roadway in that right-hand | ane.

But we can go back and | ook at those
accel lanes. Definitely make that comment if y'all
have that conmment on there.

The comrent -- the accel |anes, | do
know we have prelimnarily | ooked at those, are
going to be extrenely long. And you woul d be
correct. That accel lane could create sone problens
Wi th access on the roads going up 32, so 25E. And

we don't like to provide any driveways, we don't

Elite Reporting Services * (615)595-0073 22
www. El i t eReporti ngServices. com


http://www.elitereportingservices.com/

© 00 N o 0o A~ W N P

N NN N NN P R P R R R PR Rk
o A W N P O © ©® N O o M W N P O

like to provide any side roads or anything pulling
out on an accel |ane, or decel lane for that matter.

So there could be sonme access concerns
ininstalling those. They do get very |ong, just
because of the grades we're dealing with. W have
| ooked at that prelimnarily. You' re | ooking at
probably a thousand to 1200 feet just to put an
accel lane in, which would end up nmaybe -- we woul d
have to probably maybe cul -de-sac one or two of
t hose side roads just to be able to do that.

So we can | ook at that, and we can
evaluate that. Thank you.

MR. NAG : Next question.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | don't have a
guestion, but could you nake that go back to the one
you had with the vehicles?

MR. NAG : Sure.

Does anyone el se have a question? Yes,
sir.

MR, GREENVWOOD: My nane is Di xon
G eenwood.

| guess | sort of understand the purpose
behind this, but what's the -- what's the real
interest behind doing this? It's to make truck

access better on Cedar Fork or...
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MR. WEAVER:. Purpose of the project. So
t he overall purpose of the project, that was the
guestion, was what is the purpose of doing this.

The purpose of the project is, of
course, to inprove safety. So elimnating the
signal. There is a |ot of accidents that do happen
at the signal, especially where it's |ocated. You
get a lot of rear-end collisions, things |ike that,
because you're on a grade, people not being able to
sl ow down. So that takes that out of the equation.
So that's one increase, would be the increase in
safety.

The new i nterchange actually increases
the capacity of the intersection too. So it wll
bring the capacity of the intersection up so it wll
functi on.

MR, GREENWOOD: Well, | guess ny
guestion -- | know there's been a couple of kind of
bandaid fixes on this.

|s there not a way for this interchange
to work and for it to remain signalized and work
with a better way out, better access, better width
for trucks to swing in and out?

The reason |I'm asking is because |I'mthe

owner of Crevco Investnents [sp]. W have the
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comerci al piece of property right there that --

we' ve got a couple of restaurants that we are

tal king to about that pad. And this conpletely
destroys any possibility of doing a commerci al
project on that property. |t destroys the access,
whereas -- you know, we purchased it because it was

on a signalized corner.

And, you know, | think -- |I'mjust being
candid. [I'mnot a fan of it obviously because of,
you know -- but | think fromny standpoint the worst

thing that could happen in this scenario is that it
doesn't happen, but the potential of it possibly
happeni ng down the road just kind of hangs out there
in perpetuity and we can't -- you know, we can't do
anything with the property because we don't really
know what's going to happen.

| know we're kind of in this interim
phase here, but the reason for ny questionis, is
there not sone way for this to work kind of in the
framework that it currently exists?

You know, | understand there are
concerns about the accel eration and decel erati on
| anes, but if you put in an acceleration |ane on the
nort hbound side, what -- it's showing a curve cut

into our property. That probably goes away; right?
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MR, VWEAVER: It woul d.

MR, GREENWOOD: So anyway. That's just
a lot of stuff there.

MR. WEAVER: | understand. And we
appreciate that cooment. Definitely nake that
comrent and submt to us, and we'll address it when
we receive it.

Yeah. | nean, that's -- | understand.
| understand where you're comng fromon that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Isn't there a

center turn lane involved in that area right there

ri ght now?

MR. WEAVER: There is.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: There's a fifth
| ane or whatever you want to call it.

So could that be not used? You know,
push the traffic over there so there could be an
acceleration lane wthout it bunping into any nore
| and?

MR WEAVER: Well, the third turn
| ane -- you know, that's a good conment, but the
third turn lane that's there now we are showing a --
excuse ne.

So that raised island is really

providing a separation. W need that raised island
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there along the project just to prevent people from
maki ng that left and utilizing that.

So we have to have that raised island
along that |ocation, just to prevent that left turn
novenent from people trying to cross there. That is
really why the QRI is devel oped that way.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But how nuch - -
that would just need to be right at the
i ntersection, but you still have it -- north and
south of it that has not been utilized, | would
think. How |long are you going to have that island?

MR, WEAVER. It will just run out
basically before you get to -- what is the nane of
the road, the next road up?

Hillside Drive.

So it runs up and it ends before it gets
to Hllside Drive.

Now, if we utilize that, you have to
take into account that we're going to be changi ng
access for a lot of businesses and a |ot of hones or
anybody up and down 32 there that may use the |eft
turn lane. And that could cause safety problens in
itself, sonething that we have kind of going on
al ong a couple of our projects where we don't have

that center turn lane. So if you elimnate the
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center turn lane, it mght bring crash rates up. It
coul d decrease safety basically.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | live off of
Hillside Drive now. You can't get on the road now.
So when you bring this on up to Hillside Drive, that
road will be -- can get on or off.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Cedar Fork needs
to be wder wth access for the tractor-trailer
trucks to turn in because there's -- it's an
i ndustrial -- the first 2 or 3 mles of Cedar Fork
are industrial, and there's a ot of traffic up
t hrough t here.

MR. WEAVER. So this is Mke G | bert
with the transportation investnents division in
Nashville, and he'd like to talk to you a little bit
about 345.

MR. G LBERT: So currently we have a --
we' ve done a tech report, which is basically a
pl anni ng docunent to eval uate/investigate | ooking at
doi ng i nprovenents along State Route 345 because of
the truck traffic and because of those industries
al ong the way.

And currently there is no -- that's not
consi dered an active project yet because it hasn't

recei ved funding for prelimnary engi neering, but
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the plan is to propose it to receive that funding
|ater this year and so -- but there's no guarantee
on that right now.

But we have done a tech report. | think
the | ocals reached out to us and asked us to
eval uate that, and we saw a need. And so nowit's
just contingent on getting funding for it to becone
an actively project.

Does that answer your question?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wl |, what's
going to happen to all that traffic when all this
construction starts? Are they going to have to be
det oured up through the subdivisions?

MR. G LBERT: So that intersection wll
remai n open during construction.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Thi s project up
345 on DIR, what is the date of this study?

MR G LBERT: W finalized it, |
believe, last year. |Is that right, Caleb?

MR SM TH  August 18.

MR. G LBERT: Yeah. W finalized it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wl |, there was a
study done about 10 or 12 years ago by the
Departnment of Transportation when DIR first | ocated

up there, and they were promsed it would be
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i nproved. But there was initial plans or draw ngs,
not plans. But then, did all that get discarded
whenever. ..

MR. G LBERT: Yeah. | apologize. |I'm
not aware of that, but we can take a | ook at that,
| ook at our files to see what happened and | ook into
t hat further.

But | apol ogize for that. Yes, sir.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Well, it's been a
long time and they, you know...

MR. G LBERT: Yes, sir, | understand.

MR NAG: W have tinme for a couple
nor e questi ons.

Sir?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Has an
envi ronnmental or inpact study been done for the
residents of Tazewel | ?

When you cone across the 25E
i ntersection, going toward Tazewel |, you're expected
to make the right-hand turn to go north. You go
into the 25E intersection, make anot her right-hand
turn. Then you go down to the 25E/ 33 intersection
where there's a stoplight.

Movi ng on Cedar Fork, |'m never going to

do that unless there is an accident comng this
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direction toward the courthouse. |'mgoing to shoot
strai ght across, go down here, and nake a couple
lefts and be in the west end of Tazewell.

So ny question is: Wat is the effect
of all this added traffic going to be in that area?
And currently, if a sem truck cones through there,
there is nowhere for themto go, and they will mnss
make that intersection right-hand (inaudible).

M5. CROSS: Sherry Cross from SRK

Ri ght now the issue is we've got about
750 associ ates com ng out of that road every day.

We have got about between 40 and 60 tractor-trailers
com ng out of that road every day.

So you've got the traffic routing back
up. As the gentlenman said, you' ve got that traffic
routing back up this way. So when first shift gets
off, 1've got 250 associates at any given tine
com ng out on this road. ay? Wth the
tractor-trailers that we've got -- which nost of
themare during your 8:00 to 5:00 traffic areas --
so |I've got 20 inbound trucks comng in, |I've got 35
to 40 out bound goi ng out.

So what is going to happen with all of
that traffic, because that is going to be a concern?

And it's bad in just any given day, just wth nornal
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traffic. But during those peak tinmes, what is going
t o happen there?

MR. WEAVER: So that's sonething | guess
that's currently happening, right? That's happening
today with the signal.

M5. CROSS: Yes.

MR. WEAVER: And what kind of inpacts
are y'all seeing today with the signal ?

M5. CROSS: Well, with the signal,
you're seeing -- as you can see, the guardrail has
been replaced many, many tines over, because that
continues to be a problem

But you're seeing a huge backup down
Cedar Fork. So when they cone out to that |ight,
ri ght now they have got that signal to where they
can go out. It's very common to see that
i ntersection very crowded.

But on any given tine -- and there is
ti mes when you have got tractor-trailers comng into
the Cedar Fork and going out at the sane tine.

It can't be done. As wide as that is,
it still cannot be done right there.

As the gentleman said, they've nmade
m st akes. They've, you know, ended up on Cedar

Circle. And the best course is to get those
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tractor-trailers off there. Even though you can't
see down in there and you know there is probably not
a factory down in there -- but there has been
m st akes.

So you're going to wind up with them

being in your town, and there is no turning | ane.

So what's going to happen there to prevent that from

happeni ng?

MR. WEAVER: | think the biggest
solution there would be better signing. So signing
here -- as part of the project, there wll
definitely be adequate signing, very good signing
that will direct people to where they need to be to
get back on 345. So that signing will be part of
the project. So you'll have good signing to
definitely direct people to go the direction they
need to go.

MR NAG: Al right. W have tine for
one nore question.

Yes, sSir.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do we know how
far approxi mately, Stacy, that the overpass is or
access to sout hbound is from 25E i nterchange,
bal | par k?

MR. WEAVER: About 8- or 900 feet,
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| think.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  About 8- or 900
feet.

Has it been taken into consideration in
a perfect world -- if all the truck traffic fl owed
the way it needed to and you' ve got a truck com ng
of f 345 and they are going to head sout hbound,
they're going to turn right into that right |ane
within a thousand feet. They're going to have to
get into two left-hand turn | anes across that
sout hbound traffic at any given point of the day.

Because our traffic, as | said,
(inaudible) it's not from Kentucky to Knoxville.
It's fromKentucky to Mourristown, is where our
traffic through C ai borne County is.

So when I'msitting here looking at this
and | see the nodel, that's the biggest thing right
now that's popping out to ne besides no accel eration
| anes (inaudible) turns of what that would I ook |ike
if you have got half a dozen trucks | eaving SRT at
the sanme tinme and it just happens to be 3:00 or
4 o'clock in the afternoon. And then they are al
trying to get across two lanes of traffic to get to
t hose turn | anes, and those are a thousand foot.

MR WEAVER. W discussed this is a
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little bit, and |I renmenber you nentioning the
traffic and the traffic studies that we were talking
about as far as of what your projections and
t houghts on were where the traffic was going.

| had nmy folks actually pull the traffic
data on this. | just wanted to bring that
information to everybody's attention.

When we run the traffic on this, the
traffic on basically 32 North, north of the
i nt erchange right now, 2018 nunbers right now,
you' ve got about 21,000 cars a day. So that's north
of the intersection.

Just south of the 32/33 intersection
down into Tazewell, you've got about 17- to 18, 000
cars a day right now.

Down 32 going toward Morristown toward
Bean Station, currently right now you' ve got about
7,000 cars a day.

So the traffic volunes going down 32
to 33 toward Knoxville is actually the major
novenent here. So that is actually what is
happeni ng today, right now There's actually |ess
than half of the traffic that is going down toward
Bean Station right now.

Now, trucks, there may be nore
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definitely going south toward Bean Station to access
the interstate. | can see that happening, but just
as of right now, that ADT, that is where that ADT is
right now, just on what our counts show

And then as far as access at that
| ocation, it's a stop-controlled access. And what
we woul d anticipate would be a truck would wait for
that second | ane to clear and he would pull out into
t hat second | ane to nove down to the intersection.
So that's kind of the way it would function.

MR NAG: Al right. That concl udes
t he public question-and-answer question.

Once again, we're still here until
7 o' clock to answer any questions, review the plans.
We've got TDOT fol ks all over the roomthat are
willing to help.

As a rem nder, please nake sure that you
fill out your comment cards and hand themto us
toni ght before you | eave. So nmake sure that your
comments can officially get on the record. Al so,
you can just bring those comment cards hone and send
t hem back to us at your leisure. You have 21 days
fromtoday. So | guess that would be around
June 25th to mail back to us, to have them

post mar ked by June 25th to make sure your conments
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are officially on the record.

Once again, we're here until 7:00, and
t hank you for being here.

(WHEREUPON, this concl udes the

requested portion of the audio recording.)
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