
Vision
All children in Tennessee are safe, healthy, educated, nurtured and 

supported, and engaged in activities that provide them opportunities to 
achieve their fullest potential.

Mission
The Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth (TCCY) advocates 

to improve the quality of life for children and families and provides 
leadership and support for child advocates.

Contact Us
Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth 

Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243-0800
(615) 741-2633  
(800) 264-0904

www.tn.gov/tccy
Follow Us on Facebook and Twitter!



Data and Communications: TCCY is the Annie 
E. Casey Foundation’s KIDS COUNT (TCA 37-
3-103) partner in Tennessee and compiles and 

provides data, produces publications, and develops 
policy recommendations and advocacy strategies to 
improve opportunities for Tennessee children to be 
safe, healthy, educated, nurtured and supported, and 
engaged in activities that lead to success in school and 
in life.

Resource Mapping is an annual report that examines 
expenditures on children’s programs in Tennessee, 
analyzing the data based on funding sources, program 
goals, geographic availability, level of intervention, 
location of services, etc. Only expenditures based on 
funds that originate from or flow through the state are 
included.

kidcentral tn is a free, one-stop resource for Tennessee 
families to find information, ideas and services to help 
them raise healthy and happy kids.

Tennessee Compilation of Selected Laws on Children, 
Youth and Families is published by TCCY and is 
disseminated to juvenile courts, attorneys, state 
government staff and other children’s services 
professionals.

Rose Naccarato is the divisional director.

arly Childhood Well-Being/Adverse Childhood 
Experiences (ACEs): TCCY collaborates with 
public and private agencies to advocate for Early 

Childhood Well-Being, especially to improve the 
quality of Tennessee’s Voluntary Pre-K Program and 
other services and supports for young children and 
their families. TCCY is a leader and primary training 
resource for Building Strong Brains: Tennessee’s ACEs 
Initiative (BSB). BSB works to change the culture of 
Tennessee so the state’s overarching early childhood 
philosophy, policies, programs and practices utilize the 
latest brain science to prevent and mitigate the impact of 
adverse childhood experiences.

Jennifer Drake Croft, (jenn.croft@tn.gov, 615-253-
4478) directs these efforts.

ome Visiting Leadership Alliance (HVLA): is 
administered by TCCY through a grant 
agreement with the Department of Health 

(TDH). The HVLA is co-chaired by TDH and TCCY 
and includes leadership from home visiting programs, 
state departments and stakeholders across the state.

TCCY     is a state agency created 
by the Tennessee General 
Assembly. Its primary mission 

is advocacy for improvements in the quality of life for 
the state’s children and families. 

Staff of the Tennessee Commission on Children and 
Youth gather, analyze and report timely information 
on children and families for planning and coordination 
of policies, programs and services. TCCY administers 
the federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention Act in Tennessee and administers and 
distributes funding for juvenile justice programs.

TCCY’s policymaking body is a board whose 21 
members, including youth advisory members, are 
appointed by the Governor. At least one member is 
selected from each of the state’s nine development 
districts. 

dvocacy (TCA 37-3-103): TCCY provides 
leadership for advocacy on behalf of children 
and families, including participating on national, 

state, regional and local task forces, committees and 
boards, and is integral to state policymaking on child 
and family issues. TCCY sponsors Children’s 
Advocacy Days annually and also makes policy 
recommendations for administrative and legislative 
action. 

udget Recommendations (TCA 37-3-103): 
TCCY identifies priorities and makes 

recommendations to the Governor, commissioners of 
state departments serving children and members of the 
General Assembly regarding the allocation of funds in 
the state budget. 

ouncil on Children’s Mental Health (TCA 37-3-
110-115): TCCY has administrative 

responsibility for the Council on Children’s Mental 
Health (CCMH) charged with designing a plan for a 
statewide system of mental health care for children. 
CCMH is co-chaired by the commissioner of the 
Department of Mental Health and the executive 
director of TCCY. CCMH membership reflects a 
variety of statewide stakeholders.

Melissa McGee (melissa.mcgee@tn.gov, 615-532-
3073) is CCMH director,
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Sumita Keller (Sumita.keller@tn.gov, 615-532-1588) 
directs HVLA.

uvenile Justice (TCA 37-3-103): TCCY juvenile 
justice division activities include distributing 
state CASA and federal funds in Tennessee to 

prevent delinquency and or improve services for all 
children. TCCY is the state advisory group responsible 
for implementing the Federal Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) Act in Tennessee. The 
JJDP Act supports and encourages equitable treatment 
for all children. To assure compliance with federal 
requirements, TCCY monitors a variety of facilities, to 
include jails and secure juvenile facilities in 
Tennessee. TCCY also supports eff orts to reduce 
disproportionate minority contact (DMC) in the 
juvenile justice system.

Craig Hargrow (craig.hargrow@tn.gov 615-741-1154) 
directs TCCY’s Juvenile Justice Division

egislative Guidance and Information: During the 
annual state legislative session, TCCY produces 
and disseminates weekly Legislative Updates 

and Legislative Reports as part of TCCY’s legislative 
monitoring activities. TCCY also develops guidance 
analyzing selected pending legislation.

Steve Petty (steve.petty@tn.gov, 615-532-1685) staffs 
TCCY legislative work.

mbudsman Program (TCA 37-3-103): The 
Ombudsman Program staff serves as a neutral 

reviewer to respond to questions, concerns or 
complaints regarding children in state custody. 
Referrals are accepted from any individual regarding a 
child involved with the state’s child welfare and 
juvenile justice systems. This program uses a 
mediation approach to resolve disputes in the best 
interests of the child and the protection of the 
community. 

Gerald Papica (gerald.papica@tn.gov) is TCCY’s 
Ombudsman. Contact the Ombudsman Office by 
calling 615-741-2633.

egional Councils (TCA 37-3-106): TCCY staffs 
and coordinates nine regional councils that 

provide organizational structure for statewide 
networking on behalf of children and families. The 
councils address the needs of children and families at 
the regional level and offer local-level feedback to the 

Commission. Councils average almost 300 members 
each and include children’s services professionals and 
other citizens interested in improving the lives of 
Tennessee’s children. 

John Rust (john.rust@tn.gov, 615-532-1575) directs 
TCCY’s regional coordinators.

econd Look Commission (TCA 37-3-801-815): 
severe child abuse in order to provide 

recommendations and fi ndings to the General 
Assembly on an annual basis regarding whether or not 
severe child abuse cases are handled in a manner that 
provides adequate protection to the children of this 
state.

The SLC is co-chaired by Senate and House members, 
and includes representatives from law enforcement, 
courts, child abuse service providers, subject matter 
experts and the advocacy community. 

Craig Hargrow (craig.hargrow@tn.gov, 615-741-
1154) directs the SLC.

 outh Transitions Advisory Council (TCA 37-2-
601): The Youth Transitions Advisory Council 
(YTAC) brings together young people and other 

stakeholders from across Tennessee who work with 
youth aging out of Department of Children’s Services 
(DCS) custody. YTAC makes recommendations to 
DCS, courts, schools, higher education and service 
providers to improve outcomes for successful 
transition from adolescence to adulthood for young 
people who often do not have supportive families. 

Steve Petty (steve.petty@tn.gov, 615-532-1685) directs 
YTAC.

Young Child Wellness Council seeks to improve 
the well-being of children in Tennessee by 
improving collaboration among child-serving 

agencies and programs. Council membership includes 
representatives from state agencies, private care 
providers, advocates and families from all over the 
state. TNYCWC serves as the advisory committee 
for Tennessee’s Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood 
Home Visiting (MIECHV) program, administered by 
the TDH to support the state’s early childhood system 
of care.

TNYCWC is staff ed by Cory Bradfi eld (Cory.
Bradfi eld@tn.gov or 615-313-3754)..
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Dana Cobb
Northwest Council

Carroll County Career 
Center

470 Mustang Drive
Huntingdon, TN  38344 

(731) 352-8570
Dana.Cobb@tn.gov

Susan Cope
Mid-Cumberland Council

Andrew Jackson Bldg., 9th Fl.
502 Deaderick Street

Nashville, TN 37243-0800
(615) 532-1579

(615) 741-5956 (Fax)
Susan.Cope@tn.gov

Kristi Paling
Upper Cumberland Council

1100 England Drive
Cookeville, TN 38501

(931) 646-0955
Kristi.Paling@tn.gov

Lindsey Cody
East Tennessee Council

7175 Strawberry Plains Pk
Suite 302

Knoxville, TN 37914
(865) 594-6658  

Lindsey.Cody@tn.gov

Jill Grayson Stott
Northeast Council

2557 Plymouth Street
Johnson City, TN 37601

(423) 979-4585
Jill.Stott@tn.gov

Gwendolyn Wright
Memphis/Shelby County Council

One Commerce Square
10th Floor, Suite 1023
40 South Main Street

Memphis, Tennessee 38103
(901) 543-7657

Gwendolyn.Wright@tn.gov

Rodger Jowers
Southwest Council

Lowell Thomas Bldg. Box 13
Tower B, 4th Floor

225 Martin Luther King Drive
Jackson, TN 38301-6984

(731) 423-6545 
Rodger.Jowers@tn.gov

Shaun Noblit
South Central Council

1400 College Park Drive
Columbia, TN 38401

(931) 309-4969 
Shaun.Noblit@tn.gov

Rosalyn Leavell-Rice
Southeast Council

Eastgate Towne Center, Suite
602-D

5600 Brainerd Road
Chattanooga, TN 37411

(423) 634-6210
Rosalyn.Leavell-Rice@tn.gov

John Rust
Director of Field Operation

Andrew Jackson Bldg.
502 Deaderick Street, 9th F

Nashville, TN 37243-0800
(615) 532-1575

John.Rust@tn.gov

352-8570
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Executive Director


