Tennessee
State Government

Governor’s Awards for

Excellence in Early Foundations

March 13, 2018



Governor Bill Haslam
First Lady Crissy Haslam




Governor’s Awards for

Excellence in Early
Foundations




Prevent Child Abuse
Tennessee




2 Generation Approach

Grqduate"’leave our progr’
‘ready to s’rart kindergarten




Empowering Parents

UL subsciibs Today  Subscriber Rewards

The Herald-News 77 900

Serving Dayton, Tenn,, and Rhea County communities since 1898 Eeanh m

RTS OBITUARIES CELEBRATIONS VIDEO GALLERY ADVERTISE ABOUT US EXTRAS

i b * Why is advocacy so important? According to the Annie E. Casey Foundation, parents wha act as partners
Parent Leaders are the “Voice" for the children and the d JENmpa ks y . P 2
. in their children’s development are critical to healthy development, early learning and school-readiness.
community v o ¢ !
Parents wha senve in leadership roles strengthen families, senice systems, and communities that support
a children's readiness for school Research supports parent leadership as a way to creale stronger families

and organizations. A prime example of advocafing for your child and parent leadership having national
Parents take on many different roles in the lives of their children: cheerlzader, counselor, teacher, friend,

long-lasting impact is the evolution of special education services for children with disabilities. Parents
e

have been the driving force for creating civil rights and educational legislation at the national leve!

so many more. A role we don't hear about as

though is advocate. What exactly does that
mean? Simply stated, advocates are the “voice” who speaks on bshalf of their children. Parents can be
leaders and advocates in the tome, in their children's schools, in their reighborhioad and community, o in

Being an advocate for your children reaps benefils for everyone involved. Parents who are involved in

the larger socisty. Their advocacy and leadership shapes the developmant of children, schools, programs advocacy and leadership activities positively influence their children’s lsarning expeniences and sarve as

and policies, and other families. an important role madel, not only for their children but for other parents as well. Benefits 1o programs,
schools. and agencies include more accountability and improved services for the family.

All parents are advocates and leaders in the lives of their children. YWhen choosing a pediatrician or a

Since 2008, Prevent Child Abuse Tennessee’s Parent Leadership Initiafive has led the state in developing
childcare program, you are acting £s an advacate and leader. Parents edvocate for their child's well- ’ . :
prog yours 9 for ek X : o+ parents as leaders in community efforts to prevent abuse and neglect and promote community support for
being, and they grow as leaders as their children grow. Parent advocates can act as mentors in the : 4 : : ;
g va HEW * : healthy child development. The parent Leadership Initiztive engages parents whose children or families

classroom, share skills with other parents, coordinate events for children and families, or serve as

are diractly impacted by local and state programs and child welfare and aducation policy. The Initiative
transiators or cultural liaisons. They bring out the strengths in other parents. Advocates paricipate in ol o : ’ : :

a: ’ NG d P i teaches and encourages leadership skills, giving parents the essential tnols to advocate for their own
parent meetings, advisory committess, policy councils, and ofher goveming bodies as well as communi 4 ¥ i1 o 3 o
i 4 4 v HOMCY LML= g et 5 Iy children and to be the “voice” to speak on behalf of other families at local, regional. and state levels. The
or state coalitions. They also represent children and families in the development of policy legisiation

initiative also provides training, onsite consultation, and “Community Cafés” to promote parent leadership
and assist local and state organizations in their efforts to infuse parent voices in program and policy

decisions

For more information about Prevent Child Abuse Tennesses's Parent Leadership Iniiative, or to nominate

& parentin your communiy to serve as a Parent Leader, please visit www.pcat.org




Raising Awareness

PINWHEEL FESTIVAL

Each spring, PCAT hosts a free community event where families come together to play, create, learn, and
have fun!
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WCTE
Upper Cumberland PBS




Ready to Learn Initiative




Partnering with Putnam County Schools
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Partnering with Families & Professionals
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Children’s Cabinet Commissioner Panel

Danielle Barnes
Human Services

Sherri Lawson
Children'’s Services
Deputy Commissioner
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Michael Warren
Health, Deputy Commissioner

Will Cromer
TennCare
Deputy Director

Candice McQueen
Education
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Marie Williams
Mental Health &
Substance Abuse Services



