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A Commitment to Pre
Kindergarten is a Commitment to National
Security

“Even when you lowball the 
numbers on what this ten 

year investment in 
prekindergarten could 
produce, you get $150 

billion in net benefits and 2 
million more young people 

graduating from high 
school. That will strengthen 

America.”  
Lt. Gen. Norman R. Seip 

US Air Force (Ret.)  

I’m the Guy You Pay Later

“My jail is filled with people 
who took the wrong path in 
life. It didn’t have to be that 

way. Law enforcement 
leaders nationwide know 

that one of the best ways to 
keep young people from 

dropping out of school and 
becoming criminals is to 
make sure they have a 

foundation for success in 
their earliest years. We are 

coming out in force to 
support high-quality early 

education and care for kids 
today so we can lower the 

devastating impact and 
cost of crime in the years to 

come.” 
Sheriff Leroy Baca, 
Los Angeles County

[T]he capacity for developmental skills begins 
in the first five years of life. This is the 
beginning point for a person's creativity, 
communication, team working, problem 
solving, and critical thinking skills. .. [T]here is 
a great need for children to enter kindergarten 
prepared to learn. Unfortunately, too few young 
children today are in fact prepared with these 
tools. The U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
believes that to begin to address this issue of 
maximizing educational effectiveness, while 
remaining fiscally responsible, there must be 
far greater coordination among the existing 
patchwork of federal, state, local, and private 
early childhood programs. Through these 
efforts, states and localities should strive to 
provide access to high quality programs for all 
children.  

U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
Policy Statement on Pre-K
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