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Number Rate
461,860 NA 6,715,862 6.9% 3
98,606 21.3% 22.4% 95.5% 43

Number Rate
920 9.3% 12.0% 77.5% 27

$48,160 NA $45,517 105.8% 5
3,287 3.3% 3.2% 104.5% 56
24,161 24.5% 31.8% 77.1% 8
5,771 21.6% 29.6% 73.1% 8

Number Rate
7,199 12.3% 11.9% 103.4% 32
411 25.63 23.4 109.4% 50
224 5.2% 5.5% 94.5% 69
376 1.9% 2.6% 73.1% 69

16,642 28.3% 34.7% 81.6% 13
0 0.0 2.0 0.0% 1

8,767 14.9% 13.6% 109.6% 64

Number Rate
113 21.70 13.5 160.6% 63
473 9.1% 12.7% 71.7% 6

44,744 37.4% 48.4% 77.4% 7
78,560 17.0% 21.8% 78.1% 6
2,264 43.5% 52.3% 83.2% 7
2,347 5.1% 5.5% 92.7% 48

30 5.80 7.4 78.4% 41
22 4.20 4.6 91.3% 54
15 19.80 22.4 88.4% 45
12 39.20 52.5 74.7% 50

3,254 62.5% 57.4% 108.9% 39
6,721 21.0% 17.7% 119.0% 27

NA 30.3% 39.2% 77.3% 3
326 18.7 17.3 107.6% 66

1,361 294.7 239.2 123.2% 4
239 51.7 49.0 105.6% 9

Number Rate
4,437 4.5% 4.9% 92.7% 16
598 5.4 3.9 137.3% 61
792 7.1 5.1 139.2% 58

3,824 3.9% 4.3% 91.0% 37
3,076 6.7 8.2 81.7% 42
1,785 3.9 3.6 108.3% 53
1,850 35.5% 43.6% 81.4% 9
21,601 NA 307,218 7.0% 3
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Knox County 
 
At 20th, Knox County is in the top fourth of Tennessee counties in child well-being. Some of 
the county’s strongest rankings include a low rate of children who lack health insurance 
and high rates of 3rd to 8th grade students deemed proficient on TNReady tests of reading 
and math. Knox County also has a relatively low rate of child poverty (17.1 percent is still 
too high, but better than most Tennessee counties). The county’s biggest challenges are a 
high rate of suspensions in school and high housing costs. 
 
Additional strengths include high median household income and a relatively low rate of 
pregnancy among girls age 15 to 17. 
 
An additional opportunity for improvement is a low high school graduation rate. 
 
Policy/Practice/Program Options to Improve Outcomes. Many of these policies have multiple 
models for delivery, including public-private partnership and non-profit leadership. 
 

• Suspension rates can be reduced through clear definitions of what constitutes 
suspendable behavior and a focus on restorative discipline practices that aim to 
improve behavior while keeping children in school. 

• Pro-active housing policy that helps ensure affordable housing is available for 
people to live where they work can improve negative outcomes related to high 
housing costs. 

• Making high school students aware of the community college and technical school 
benefits available to them through Tennessee Promise can encourage on-time high 
school graduation.  


