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Number Rate
53,810 NA 6,715,862 0.8% 27
10,814 20.1% 22.4% 89.9% 70

Number Rate
110 7.7% 12.0% 64.2% 16

$34,362 NA $45,517 75.5% 57
236 2.2% 3.2% 68.3% 16

3,723 34.4% 31.8% 108.3% 39
887 33.5% 29.6% 113.2% 34

Number Rate
725 10.2% 11.9% 85.7% 6
58 37.08 23.4 158.3% 83
12 2.2% 5.5% 40.0% 28
14 0.6% 2.6% 23.1% 17

2,601 36.4% 34.7% 104.9% 46
11 1.0 2.0 50.0% 85
938 13.2% 13.6% 97.1% 49

Number Rate
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312 64.2% 52.3% 122.8% 45
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3 6.20 7.4 83.8% 48
2 4.10 4.6 89.1% 53
5 61.30 22.4 273.7% 85
0 0.00 52.5 0.0% 1

284 58.4% 57.4% 101.7% 57
604 18.9% 17.7% 106.8% 39
NA 38.1% 39.2% 97.2% 20
20 9.4 17.3 53.9% 40
25 46.5 239.2 19.4% 53
12 22.3 49.0 45.5% 55

Number Rate
640 5.9% 4.9% 121.9% 57
85 6.9 3.9 178.1% 77
163 13.3 5.1 261.5% 89

1,064 9.8% 4.3% 230.8% 84
263 4.9 8.2 59.8% 89
136 2.5 3.6 69.4% 11
211 43.4% 43.6% 99.5% 47

1,166 NA 307,218 0.4% 43
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Jefferson County 
 
At 39th, Jefferson County is in the top half of Tennessee counties in child well-being. The 
county’s best rankings come from a low rate of children without health insurance and of 
pregnancy among girls age 15 to 17. The county’s biggest challenges are a high rate of 
substantiated cases of child abuse and neglect and of child and teen deaths. 
 
Additional strengths include an above average high school graduation rate and a relatively 
low rate of child poverty. Though it is still a higher number than one would hope, Jefferson 
County’s 20.5 percent child poverty rate is below average among all counties. 
 
Additional opportunities for improvement include low percentages of 3rd to 8th grade 
students rated proficient on TNReady math and reading tests. 
 
Policy/Practice/Program Options to Improve Outcomes. Many of these policies have multiple 
models for delivery, including public-private partnership and non-profit leadership. 
 

• Two-generation programs such as evidence-based home visiting have been shown 
to reduce instances of child abuse and neglect. 

• Child and teen deaths can be reduced with consistent enforcement of safety 
measures like proper car seat and seat belt use, bicycle helmet use and life 
preserver use around water. The fastest-growing cause of child and teen deaths in 
recent years has been homicide and suicide, often involving a firearm. Families who 
own firearms can reduce the risk to children and teens by following safe storage 
practices. 

• Expanding pre-K access can help reading proficiency in later grades. Early 
assessment of reading skills coupled with appropriate interventions where needed 
can improve reading proficiency in 3rd to 8th grade. Increasing STEM opportunities in 
elementary and middle schools can help improve 3rd to 8th grade math proficiency.  


