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STATE OF TENNESSEE
TENNESSEE COMMISSION ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Andrew Jackson Building
502 Deaderick Street, 9" Floor
Nashville, Tennessee 37243-0800
(615) 741-2633 (FAX) 741-5956
1-800-264-0904

Dear Reader:

The Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth (TCCY) is pleased to present KIDS COUNT: The
State of the Child 2014. This report includes county-by-county data on the well-being of children. The data
are organized as they relate to indicators of outcomes we all want for our children — to be safe, healthy,
educated, nurtured and supported, and engaged in activities that help them succeed in school and in life.

As the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s KIDS COUNT partner in Tennessee, TCCY is proud to engage in and
support data-driven advocacy for policies and programs that improve outcomes for Tennessee children and
families. Each county page presents key data for that county along with the state rate. This report includes
a comprehensive list of the indicators currently available on the KIDS COUNT Data Center, along with an
indication regarding whether it is available for each county, school system, Congressional district or only for
the state as a whole. TCCY is always interested in adding additional county-by-county data and has added
several indicators in the last year or so. Numbers and rates for additional indicators are available on the
Data Center.

The KIDS COUNT Data Center is an incredible, easy to use resource available to anyone. In addition to a
link to the Data Center, this report also includes a description of ways to use the information found there.
Data can be sorted in a variety of ways to create custom profiles for individual counties, or to create maps,
line graphs or bar charts comparing counties within Tennessee or Tennessee to other/selected states.

It includes a wealth of information about the well-being of Tennessee children and families and children
across the nation. Statistics posted on the KIDS COUNT Data Center (www.datacenter.kidscount.org) are
important resources for efforts by TCCY and service providers, advocates and decision-makers across the
state.

We all know Tennessee’s future prosperity depends on what we do for our children today — the workforce
and parents of tomorrow. We encourage all Tennesseans to come together through the Regional Councils
on Children and Youth and other organizations to work with TCCY in data-driven efforts to improve
outcomes for children and families.

Sincerely_,_

[ '_,.-"%.-;.-.-:..- B jeat

Executive Director

Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth
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Tennessee Data at the KIDSCOUNT Datacenter

www.datacenter.kidscount.org

Data Available By County

Basic Demographics

Total population;

Population under age 18;

Total Hispanic population;
Hispanic population under age 18;
Population under age 18 by race.

Economic Well-Being Indicators

Youth unemployment;

Per capita personal income;
Free/reduced-price school lunch program;
Children receiving Families First grants
(TANF);

Children receiving Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits;
WIC program;

Participants in the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP);

Fair market rent;

Median home sale price;

Children in poverty.

Education Indicators

School age special education;
Students receiving special education
services by type;

Early child intervention;

Cohort high school dropouts;

School suspensions;

Event high school dropouts;

School expulsions.

Family & Community Indicators

Regulated child care spaces;
Recorded marriages;
Recorded divorces.

http://datacenter.kidscount.org/ data#TN/2/0

Health Indicators

Teen pregnancy;

Teen births;

Children with neonatal abstinence
syndrome;

Youth on TennCare (Tennessee’s
Medicaid program);

Total TennCare enrollees (Tennessee’s
Medicaid program);

Low-birthweight babies;

Infant mortality;

Child deaths;

Teen deaths by accident, homicide, and
suicide;

Adequate prenatal care;

Neonatal death;

Children and teens death due to motor
vehicle accident;

Dentists by county of practice;

Teens with STDs;

Medical doctors by county of practice;
Students measured as overweight/obese;
Obesity among children enrolled in the
WIC program.

Safety & Risky Behaviors Indicators

Substantiated child abuse/neglect cases;
Reported child abuse cases;

Youth with abuse of illicit drugs or alcohol
(3-year estimates);

Juvenile court referrals;

Commitment to state custody;

Remaining in state custody;

Drug-related arrests, youth under age 18.

Data Available By School District

High school graduation;

ACT scores;

Percentage of students who achieved
proficient or advanced score in TCAP exam.

KIDS COUNT: The State of the Child in Tennessee 2014 vii



Data Available at the State Level

Basic Demographics

Child population by gender

Total population by child and adult populations

Child population by single age

Child population by age group

Adult population by age group

Child population by race

Adult population by race

Child population by race and age group

Child population by nativity

Children in immigrant families

Children in immigrant families by parent’s region of origin
Children in immigrant families who are U.S. citizens
Children in immigrant families in which resident parents
are not U.S. citizens

Children in immigrant families whose resident parents
have been in the country five years or less.

Economic Well-Being Indicators

viii

Children under age 6 with all available parents in the
labor force

Children age 6 to 12 with all available parents in the labor
force

Unemployment rate of parents

Children with at least one unemployed parent

Children whose parents lack secure employment
Children under age 6 with no parent in the labor force
Low-income working families with children

Children in low-income working families by age group
Children living in low-income households where no adults
work

Median family income among households with children
Female-headed families receiving child support
Unemployed teens age 16 to 19

Teens ages 16 to 19 not attending school and not working
Participants in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program

Children living in households that are owned

Children living in households with a high housing cost
burden

Children in low-income households with a high housing
cost burden

Children living in crowded housing

Children in poverty (100 percent poverty)

Children in poverty by age group

Children in extreme poverty (50 percent poverty)
Children below 150 percent poverty

Children below 200 percent poverty

Children below 250 percent poverty

Persons 18 to 24 in poverty

Population in poverty

Families with related children that are below poverty by
family type

Children ages O to 8 below 200 percent poverty
Children ages O to 8 at or above 200 percent poverty
Children in poverty according to the supplemental poverty
measure

Children without a vehicle at home

Children living in households that were food insecure at
some point during the year.

Education Indicators

KIDS COUNT: The State of the Child in Tennessee 2014

Children ages 3 to 4 not attending preschool
Children ages 3 and 4 not attending preschool, by
poverty status

Head Start enroliment by age group

Children under age 6 in family-based childcare
Children ages 1 to 5 whose family members read
to them less than 3 days per week

Children under age 6 whose parents had predictive
concerns about their development

Children under age 6 who received a
developmental screening

Children ages 6 to 17 who repeated one or more
grades since starting kindergarten

Children who missed 11 or more days of school
per year due to illness or injury

High school students not graduating on time
Teens ages 16 to 19 not in school and not high
school graduates

Teens ages 16 to 19 not attending school and not
working

Young adults ages 18 to 24 enrolled in or
completed college

Persons ages 18 to 24 not attending school, not
working, and no degree beyond high school
Educational attainment of population ages 25 to
34

Fourth grade reading achievement levels

Fourth graders who scored below proficient
reading level by school income

Fourth graders who scored below proficient
reading level by family income

Fourth graders who scored below proficient
reading level by geographic location

Fourth graders who scored below proficient
reading by English language learner status
Fourth graders who scored below proficient
reading by disability status

Eighth grade reading achievement levels

Fourth grade math achievement levels

Eighth grade math achievement levels

Fourth grade writing achievement levels

Eighth grade writing achievement levels

Fourth grade science achievement levels

Eighth grade science achievement levels
Children by household head’s educational
attainment

Educational attainment of working age population
25 to 64

Children who have difficulty speaking English
Per-pupil educational expenditures adjusted for
regional cost differences.

http://datacenter.kidscount.org/data#TN/2/0



Data Available at the State Level

Family & Community Indicators

Children living in areas of concentrated poverty
Children who speak a language other than English
at home

Child population by household type

Children in single-parent families

Children living with cohabiting domestic partners
Children living with neither parent
Grandchildren in the care of grandparents
Children in kinship care

Children by household head’s educational
attainment

Health Indicators

Total births

Teen mothers ages 15 to 19

Teen births by age group

Teen births to women who were already mothers
Births to unmarried women

Births to foreign-born mothers

Preterm births

Very low-birthweight babies

Low-birthweight babies

Children ages birth to 3 whose parent did not
receive a new parent home visit

Births to mothers with less than 12 years of
education

Births to women receiving late or no prenatal care
Births to mothers who smoked during pregnancy
Children without health insurance

Children without health insurance by age group
Children 18 and below without health insurance
Children without health insurance by poverty level
Children who have health insurance by health
insurance type

Children who have a parent with no health
insurance

Parents without health insurance

Infant mortality

Child and teen death rate

Child deaths

Teen deaths from all causes

Teen deaths by accident, homicide, and suicide
Children who have received preventive dental care
in the past year

Children whose teeth are in excellent or very good
condition

Children who lack access to fluoridated water
Children who have one or more emotional,
behavioral, or developmental conditions
2-year-olds who were immunized

Children and teens overweight or obese by gender
Children and teens not exercising regularly
Children with special health care needs

Percent of children with asthma problems

http://datacenter.kidscount.org/ data#TN/2/0

Safety & Risky Behaviors Indicators

Children who are subject to an investigated report
Children who are confirmed by child protective
services as victims of maltreatment

Children who are confirmed by child protective
services as victims of maltreatment by age group
Children who are confirmed by child protective
services as victims of maltreatment by gender
Children who are confirmed by child protective
services as victims of maltreatment by maltreatment
type

Children who are confirmed by child protective
services as victims of maltreatment who received
post-investigation services

Youth residing in juvenile detention, correctional
and/or residential facilities

Children O to 17 in foster care

Children in foster care

Children in foster care by age group

Children in foster care by gender

Children in foster care by placement type

Children O to 17 entering foster care

Children entering foster care

Children entering foster care by age group
Children entering foster care by gender

Children exiting foster care

Children exiting foster care by age group

Children exiting foster care by gender

Children exiting foster care by exit reason
Children in foster care waiting for adoption
Children in foster care waiting for adoption by
amount of time waiting

Children O to 20 in child welfare system who have
been adopted

Children in child welfare system who have been
adopted by age group

Children in child welfare system who have been
adopted by pre-adoptive relationship with adoptive
parents

Children in foster care waiting for adoption by age
group

Binge alcohol drinking among youths by age group
Cigarette use in the past month by age group
Marijuana use by age group

lllicit drug use other than marijuana by age group
Teens ages 12 to 17 who abused alcohol or drugs
in the past year

KIDS COUNT: The State of the Child in Tennessee 2014 ix
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County-by-County
Indicators of Child Well-Being
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