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Number Rate
28,450 NA 6,651,120 0.4% 51
5,940 20.9% 22.5% 93.0% 55

Number Rate
60 11.5% 15.5% 74.2% 25

$35,307 NA $43,326 81.5% 43
297 4.9% 3.8% 131.1% 80

2,226 37.1% 32.3% 114.9% 59
644 39.9% 33.7% 118.5% 37

Number Rate
535 12.3% 11.9% 103.7% 40
16 16.41 20.6 79.7% 24
32 9.7% 5.6% 173.2% 88
40 2.9% 2.7% 105.6% 90

1,459 33.9% 35.7% 95.0% 36
0 0.0 2.0 0.0% 1

1,008 22.0% 15.8% 139.2% 86

Number Rate
2 6.45 13.2 48.8% 26
86 27.7% 13.4% 206.7% 82

4,145 60.1% 51.7% 116.2% 58
7,590 26.7% 23.4% 113.8% 58
231 74.5% 52.9% 140.9% 80
640 5.3% 4.7% 112.8% 15
1 3.20 7.4 43.2% 17
0 0.00 4.2 0.0% 1
1 21.70 21.8 99.5% 54
1 60.50 50.5 119.8% 70

174 56.1% 52.4% 107.1% 58
329 17.0% 18.5% 91.7% 61
NA 40.7% 38.4% 106.0% 38
10 10.0 16.0 62.5% 36
17 59.8 240.0 24.9% 34
5 17.6 49.3 35.7% 67

Number Rate
374 6.2% 4.9% 126.5% 56
22 3.3 3.8 86.8% 29
22 3.3 4.8 68.8% 19
263 4.4% 4.5% 97.8% 42
211 7.4 8.6 86.0% 31
132 4.6 3.8 121.1% 72
164 52.9% 43.6% 121.3% 85
726 NA 381,686 0.2% 61
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Marion County 
 
At 77th, Marion County is in the bottom fifth of Tennessee counties in child wellbeing. The 
county’s best rankings include a low rate of school suspension and a below average 
percentage of children who lack health insurance. The county’s biggest opportunities for 
improvement are its high rate of babies born at a low birthweight and one of the lowest 
high school graduation rates in the state. 
 
An additional strength is the county’s below average rate of child and teen deaths. 
 
Additional challenges include high housing costs and a high rate of pregnancy among girls 
age 15 to17. 
 
Policy/Practice/Program Options to Improve Outcomes. Many of these policies have multiple 
models for delivery, including public-private partnership and non-profit leadership. 
 

• Low birthweight is a persistent and difficult problem, but improvements can occur 
when care is made available for chronic physical and mental health and substance 
abuse conditions for women of childbearing age. It can help to improve outreach to 
those who may qualify to receive SNAP, WIC and/or TennCare benefits to be sure 
they are aware of these services. Expanding services through Family Resource 
Centers can help reach these vulnerable populations. 

• Making high school students aware of the community college and technical school 
benefits available to them through Tennessee Promise can encourage on-time high 
school graduation. 

• Pro-active housing policy that helps ensure affordable housing is available for 
people to live where they work can improve negative outcomes related to high 
housing costs. 

• Comprehensive sex education classes that include both encouragement of 
abstinence and information on birth control have been shown to reduce the 
number of teen pregnancies. 

  


