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Number Rate
41,686 NA 6,651,120 0.6% 36
8,673 20.8% 22.5% 92.7% 57
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13 10.44 20.6 50.7% 7
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8,472 20.3% 23.4% 86.7% 13
247 61.1% 52.9% 115.6% 29
242 4.7% 4.7% 100.0% 54
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4 62.50 21.8 286.7% 90
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Number Rate
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Franklin County 
 
At 51st, Franklin County is in the bottom half of Tennessee counties in child well-being. The 
county’s highest ranking reflects a relatively low rate of children who live in poverty. 
Though it is still a higher number than one would hope, Franklin County’s 20.6 percent 
child poverty rate is better than most counties in Tennessee. Franklin County also has high 
rankings from a high median household income and from a relatively low rate of 
pregnancy among girls age 15 to 17. The county’s biggest challenges are a high rate of child 
and teen deaths and a low percentage of 3rd to 8th grade students rated as proficient in 
math on TNReady tests. 
 
An additional strength is low housing costs. 
 
Additional opportunities for improvement include relatively high rates of babies born at a 
low birthweight and a low high school graduation rate. 
 
Policy/Practice/Program Options to Improve Outcomes. Many of these policies have multiple 
models for delivery, including public-private partnership and non-profit leadership. 
 

• Child and teen deaths can be reduced with consistent enforcement of safety 
measures like proper car seat and seat belt use, bicycle helmet use and life 
preserver use around water. Most child and teen deaths are the result of accidents, 
especially motor vehicle accidents. 

• Expanding pre-K access and increasing STEM opportunities in elementary and 
middle schools can help improve 3rd to 8th grade math proficiency. 

• Low birthweight is a persistent and difficult problem, but improvements can occur 
when care is made available for chronic physical and mental health and substance 
abuse conditions for women of childbearing age as well as improving outreach to 
those who may qualify to receive SNAP, WIC and/or TennCare benefits to be sure 
they are aware of these services. Expanding services through Family Resource 
Centers can help reach these vulnerable populations. 

• Making high school students aware of the community college and technical school 
benefits available to them through Tennessee Promise can encourage on-time high 
school graduation.  


