
1 
 

 
 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

TENNESSEE COMMISSION ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
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William Snodgrass Tennessee Tower 
Conference Room M 

Thursday, May 9, 2019 
1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 

 

Members Present  

Christy Sigler, Chair 

Phil Acord  

Brenda Davis 

Ashley Dunkin 

Sharon Green 
Jennie Harlan 

 Petrina Jones-Jesz 

 

Staff Present 

Richard Kennedy, Exec.Dir. 

Sujit Das 

Fay Delk 

Bill Latimer 

Rose Naccarato 

Russette Sloan 

Sherry Snorton 

Zanira Whitfield 

 

Members Absent 

Allan Sterbinsky 

Altha Stewart 

 

   

I. Welcome and Introductions – Christy Sigler, Chair 

 

Sigler called the meeting to order at 1:11 p.m.  

 

II. Approval of Minutes 

 

IT WAS MOVED (DUNKIN) AND SECONDED (ACORD) TO APPROVE THE 

FEBRUARY 2019 BUDGET AND DATA COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES. 

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED. 

 

III. Budget Overview – Richard Kennedy 

 

Kennedy reviewed the FY 2019-20 fiscal year budget improvement requests: increased base 

funding for CASA to $22,000 per county and additional money for TN CASA Association, 

funding for printing the Tennessee Compilation of Selected Laws on Children, Youth and 
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Families, and funding for an electronic grants management system. The Governor’s budget 

included CASA funding for three new counties but no other requests related to CASA. Those 

items, however, did pass during the legislative process. Kennedy said the Office of Criminal 

Justice Programs (OCJP) plans to extend a grant we currently have with them to cover the 

cost of printing the Compilations in FY 2019-20. This strategy is feasible for the next few 

years, but will not be a long term solution. Kennedy said we asked for $50,000 to begin the 

process of procuring a grants management system, but we did not receive this funding. We 

will continue to ask for this going forward, especially as we anticipate findings around this 

from the ongoing performance audit.  

 

Kennedy reported the House Finance Ways and Means budget hearing on March 13
th

 was 

particularly challenging. There were not many questions about the budget, but there were 

comments on TCCY’s advocacy efforts. Kennedy thanked Judge Green for sending a note of 

encouragement after the meeting. Green added that Kennedy did a great job during the 

committee meeting. Kennedy and Petty have met with members of the legislature to continue 

to work on relationships. The remaining committee meetings were very positive. Acord said 

the experience begs additional conversation because the Commission was created to do 

advocacy work for the best interests of children and families. Acord also commended 

Kennedy on how he handled the meeting but thinks the Commission should move forward 

deliberately in the work it has always done. Kennedy said an additional sticking point for the 

committee was that the Commission takes positions of support or opposition on specific bills, 

and they felt this was lobbying. Sigler said we have the opportunity to highlight the 

difference between lobbying and advocacy. After the meeting on the 13
th

, staff had internal 

conversation about whether we should do the legislative guidance differently next session. 

The legislators value the CASA programs and the Building Strong Brains Tennessee work. 

They are missing the link that advocacy work done by the Commission five to six years ago 

has led to the advancement of these programs. We will work to help in making this 

connection and will also work to continue to build relationships.  

 

IV. TCCY Budget Update – Sherry Snorton 

 

Snorton provided an update on the TCCY FY 2018-19 budget as of March 31
st
.The agency 

received the 2019 Annie E. Casey funds in the amount of $100,000. Department of Health 

increased the Young Child Wellness Council contract by $5,000 for strategic planning. At 

this point in the year, we should be about 75 percent spent and collected. State appropriations 

are at roughly 80 percent due to the outstanding CASA billing to Department of Children’s 

Services. 

 

Snorton reported she is working with centralized accounting to modify the grant report so that 

it is presented in a clear and understandable format. The required quarterly reports were 

submitted timely on April 22
nd

 by centralized accounting. We continue to work on cleaning 

up balances for 2016. Snorton reported Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) declined 
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their system improvement contract this year, resulting in extra funding. We are asking the 

federal government to do a modification and move $50,000 to delinquency prevention 

programs. Solicitations for Reimbursement Account and CASA contracts have gone out. We 

are on target to have all contracts completed by the end of this month. Kennedy and Snorton 

explained the additional CASA funding we are receiving is coming from funding that was 

previously given to Economic and Community Development for the development districts. 

   

Acord asked about the outstanding interdepartmental revenue. Snorton explained that 

centralized accounting is responsible for creating those journal entries for money coming 

from other state departments. Some are done monthly, and some are done quarterly. Snorton 

said we have collected over $500,000 in the month of April. 

 

IT WAS MOVED (DUNKIN) AND SECONDED (JONES-JESZ) TO ACCEPT THE 

BUDGET REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDING MARCH 31, 2019. 

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED. 

 

V.  KIDS COUNT Update – Rose Naccarato 

 

Naccarato provided the Committee with an update on KIDS COUNT. In April, AECF 

released a report on foster families, older youth, and how states are doing placing older youth 

with foster families. Tennessee did not do very well. Naccarato explained Tennessee includes 

children involved in the juvenile justice system as part of the child welfare system, making 

our data different than other states. There were several news stories on the report. Naccarato 

said the new AECF president, Lisa Hamilton, wants to focus on transition-aged youth and the 

issues they face. Kennedy and Petty recently met with Courtney Matthews, the Independent 

Living Coordinator with DCS, and consultants working with DCS from Casey Family 

programs and Annie E. Casey. During this meeting, they also talked about the increased 

focus on transition-aged youth. Kennedy said he was invited by AECF to participate in a new 

executive director’s boot camp and he will do so. Attendees will spend a good amount of 

time learning about the Foundation’s priorities, transition-aged youth being one of those. 

Acord said his community has had very positive response and support for transitional 

housing units. He said he had not expected that level of community support.  

 

The KIDS COUNT national book is coming out June 17
th

. Our press release will be ready 

soon. AECF is producing a few videos to accompany the report. Naccarato said the 

information is embargoed, but talked about Tennessee’s ranking in the upcoming report. The 

ranking is down slightly due to a decrease in the health indicator. This decrease in health 

could be related to increased homicide and suicide rates. Naccarato said there are bright spots 

in the report. Tennessee tied with other states for second in high school graduation, and has 

seen significant improvements in teen births. Acord shared highlights from an article stating 

110 child deaths had previous contact with DCS. The Committee talked about the data and 

what having previous contact with DCS might actually represent.  
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VI. kidcentral tn – Rose Naccarato 

 

Naccarato said Newland has done a great deal of work on social media and search engine 

marketing. The number of visits to the website continues to go up. Newland is still using My 

Emma for email distribution and email subscriptions also continue to increase. Naccarato said 

Newland does a great job keeping everything fresh and updated on Facebook and Instagram.  

 

Naccarato announced that Newland will soon be starting a TCCY podcast focused on children’s 

issues and advocacy. Kennedy said although not finalized, we think the title may be Roots and 

Wings, based on a quote about the two best things we can give children. Newland attended a social 

media conference in New York last week. Kennedy said we would like to continue to use 

technology to maximize the distribution of our message. We will also be hosting webinars for all 

the councils’ members on a monthly basis.   

 

VII. Web Stats – Sujit Das  

 

Das reported on the web stats for January, February, and March, 2019. The source is Adobe 

Analytics for the TCCY website. TCCY averages roughly 10,000 page views per month. The 

top ten does not include Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) or the event calendar as 

those two dwarf other pages. All graphs are consistent across months. Children’s Advocacy 

Days (CAD) represented 25 percent of visits for March. Das also reviewed the graphs for 

ACEs by major category for January through March. Handouts included data from Annie E. 

Casey’s Tennessee report. He provided the Committee with the top ten viewed data tables for 

January through March. The top viewed table is free/reduced-price school lunch which is 

often used as a measure for poverty. Naccarato said Das is adding data all the time.  

 

VIII. Media Report – Fay Delk 

 

Delk reviewed highlights of the Media Report for the period of January 1 – March 31, 2019. 

Agency staff engaged in a big social media push during Children’s Advocacy Days. Drake-

Croft is currently working with FrameWorks on a social media campaign for Building 

Strong Brains Tennessee work. We have seen some increases in our social media with this 

content as well.  

 

IX. The Advocate Update – Fay Delk 

 

Delk reported she developed and sent out a survey with the last newsletter to see if we can 

get data on how people are using the publication. We are looking forward to receiving this 

feedback to see how we can meet needs and continue to provide information people are 

looking for.  

 

 



5 
 

 

 

X. Other Business 

   

 There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:06 p.m. 

 

 Minutes Prepared by:   Minutes Approved by: 

 

 

 _________________________  ________________________________ 

Russette Sloan    Christy Sigler 

EAA 1     Committee Chair 

 


