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I.  Welcome – Brenda Davis, Chair  

Davis called the meeting to order at 8:42 a.m. and welcomed guests. 

 

II.  Title VI Training – Natasha Smith 

Smith showed a Title VI video highlighting subrecipients’ contact with the public and reviewed 

a Title VI PowerPoint Presentation.  
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III. Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) Update – TCCY Staff 

 O’Neal provided an update on the ACEs Initiative in Tennessee. She said the Commission members 

have supported the staff intensively involved in this effort that began November 2015 in a more 

intensive way with a Summit sponsored by Governor Bill Haslam, First Lady Crissy Haslam, Deputy 

Governor Jim Henry, and the ACE Awareness Foundation in Memphis. O’Neal said the mission of 

Building Strong Brains: Tennessee’s ACEs Initiative is working to change the culture of Tennessee so 

the state’s overarching early childhood philosophy, policies, programs and practices utilize the latest 

brain and communication science to prevent and mitigate the impact of adverse childhood experiences. 

She said the philosophy, policies, programs and practices, also known as the four Ps, are the things we 

really need to change to alter the culture in Tennessee in terms of how we address people who have had 

these kinds of experiences.  

O’Neal reported there have been two FrameLabs. Most of TCCY staff attended FrameLab 1 held in 

Nashville last Spring. FrameLab 2 began in September and will finish on Tuesday, October 25th in 

Memphis. She said these are trainings provided by FrameWorks Institute staff to help us understand 

the communication science in ways people will better understand the importance of early childhood 

development and the impact of ACEs.  

Dr. Judy Cameron, a neuroscientist from the University of Pittsburgh and the National Scientific 

Council on the Developing Child, was one of the speakers at the first Summit and will also be at 

FrameLab 2.   Dr. Cameron has done some work with a variety of folks in Tennessee and has taken the 

messaging that we’ve all been working with from the communication science that she will present next 

week. O’Neal said Cameron has translated it to a level to be used in the communities we serve.  

Another Symposium will take place on November 29th in Memphis.  Davis and others attended the first 

one held in Nashville this past June. O’Neal stated the upcoming Symposium will focus on the 

innovation of policies and programs to prevent and mitigate Adverse Childhood Experiences.  

O’Neal was very excited in the legislative process when the Governor recommended an appropriation 

of $1.25 million in his final budget for ACEs innovation efforts. She also thanked Representative Mark 

White and other members of the General Assembly who approved the funding distributed through the 

Department of Children’s Services. O’Neal reported the announcement of funds was distributed 

statewide and 72 organizations applied to receive funding totaling $8.4 million.  

O’Neal said an extensive evaluation process was used to select the recipients. A number of state 

employees across all child-serving departments served on teams of three or four to review and score all 

the applications. O’Neal reported the steering committee, consisting of herself, Loraine Lucinski 

(Department of Health), Mary Rolando and Jeannie Vogel (Department of Children’s Services) and 

Jude White (Governor’s Children’s Cabinet), sorted through the applications based on the top scores 

with a really deliberate effort to have some funding in East, Middle and West Tennessee. She said a 

great majority of the applications came from Middle Tennessee and as a result of the process there 

were 13 projects selected to be funded. You can find the information on the funded projects at 

http://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/dcs/attachments/ACEs_PROJECTS_FUNDED_FOR_FY17.pdf 

http://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/dcs/attachments/ACEs_PROJECTS_FUNDED_FOR_FY17.pdf
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O’Neal said she was excited to have applicants across a whole range of different issues 

touching all the key sectors. She highlighted a few of the recipients and reported doctors,  

primarily OB/GYNs and Pediatricians, will be trained to prevent and mitigate ACEs. There 

will be an effort at Vanderbilt to infuse this training into the pediatric clinic as well as test a 

discipline model.  

Frontier Behavioral Health in Johnson City is focusing on providing home visiting services 

particularly linked with the OB/GYNs there and families with children who had Neonatal 

Abstinence Syndrome. Johnson City is also conducting a research project with East Tennessee 

State University to see if fusing more of an ACEs orientation leads to different outcomes at the 

Boys and Girls Clubs. In West Tennessee, The University of Tennessee Health Science Center 

(UTHSC) will be doing work with Memphis city schools and the juvenile court around ACEs 

orientation. Baptist in Memphis will also train doctors and encourage referrals to services. 

 

Metro Nashville Public Schools and Murfreesboro City Schools will be creating more trauma-

focused and compassionate schools. Belmont University is developing an interdepartmental, 

evidence-based, cross-disciplinary, trauma-informed curriculum for undergraduate nursing, 

public health and social work students. Tennessee State University’s Center of Excellence for 

Learning Sciences (COELS) housed in the Division of Research and Sponsored Programs, will 

create an online training module for childcare across the state. 

 

O’Neal said the Building Strong Brains Initiative is moving forward in a very positive way and 

that TCCY received $50,000 of the funding to provide training.  

 

Rust spoke on the training-for-trainers. He reported TCCY has selected 11 sites across the state 

for intensive two-day trainings to create master trainers. About 30 people will be trained at 

each site. Rust said all slide decks and materials are ready and explained the pilot training was 

completed with TCCY staff and the state partners training was completed in early October. 

Everything is planned for TCCY staff to go across the state with the dates and locations set. 

Over 320 applications have been received representing diverse sectors. The regional 

coordinators will serve as hosts so if Commission members would like to attend they should 

reach out to their coordinator as soon as possible. O’Neal reiterated this training is specifically 

for those who want to be trainers.  

 

 McGee explained her role in the Training-for-Trainers process and shared she has also 

continued conducting requested trainings across the state. Over the past few months, TCCY has 

participated in 16 trainings for a total of more than 400 people. She said the need is great for 

trainers and we are getting more effective in moving forward prevention efforts the more the 

message gets out.  

 Drake-Croft talked about our local efforts and All Children Excel (ACE) Nashville. ACE 

Nashville is a collective impact initiative using a public health approach to drive down the rate 

of ACEs at the population level. They are currently working with a consultant to identify 

measurable goals for each subcommittee. Drake-Croft reported over 5,000 individuals in 

Middle Tennessee have been trained on ACEs in the last year. They have received support 

from the Meharry Science Institute to form a data hub. She said ACE Nashville was asked to 

have the Healthy Nashville Leadership Council support resilience building. A conference was 

held at Trevecca this year where ACEs were discussed. Another conference to continue the 

discussion is planned for next year. 
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IV.  Juvenile Justice Reform Efforts in Tennessee – TCCY Staff 

Tennessee Coalition for Sensible Justice: 

O’Neal reported there are two things going on relating to Juvenile Justice Reform. One is the 

formation of the Tennessee Coalition for Sensible Justice, a nonpartisan coalition committed to 

advancing criminal justice reform. The four founding organizations include the American Civil 

Liberties Union of Tennessee, the Beacon Center of Tennessee, the Tennessee Association of 

Goodwills, and the Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce. The coalition launched its efforts in 

a press conference on September 20, 2016 and came together to promote reforms that enhance 

public safety, taxpayer protection, prevention, workforce readiness, re-entry preparation, and 

transparency and accountability.  

The coalition initially planned to work on driver's license reform. People have lost their 

licenses because they cannot pay fines in a timely manner once they leave the prison system. 

Without a driver’s license, people cannot get a job and become productive taxpaying citizens. 

The coalition is also looking at helping former offenders to clear their record after a few years 

without re-offending. The coalition also looks to focus on front-end programs such as 

community-based efforts to prevent juveniles from ever entering the criminal justice system. 

O’Neal mentioned the Anne E. Casey report where Tennessee was listed as the third worse 

state in the nation with the high percent of children with parental incarceration, one of the 

indicators for adverse childhood experiences. This will be a multi-year initiative that will 

continue to evolve. Mayor Sterbinsky asked Judge Green the reason behind the statistic O’Neal 

shared. Green said this is mostly because the parents are in jail for drugs. O’Neal concurred 

with Green and added mental health as another reason.  

Mortensen asked what was the catalyst that started this coalition. Petty shared information from 

a meeting he attended prior to the press conference. From the Beacon Center’s standpoint, it is 

more about economic freedom. O’Neal added an historical aspect. She mentioned technical 

violations of probation like skipping a meeting with your probation officer, failing a urine test, 

associating with people you are supposed to avoid and failing to pay ordered fines or 

restitution. She also talked about removing the check off box from initial applications that ask 

if a person has been arrested. 

Juvenile Justice Realignment Task Force: 

O’Neal provided an overview of the Juvenile Justice Realignment Task Force established by 

legislation to review the state’s approach to the juvenile justice system issues. Senator Mark 

Norris from Collierville serves as chair while Representative Karen Camper from Memphis 

serves as vice-chair. A number of the members are on the Task Force by statute; others were 

appointed by the Lieutenant Governor and by the Speaker. They have already met three times 

to date. O’Neal is an ex-officio member as are several others from Departments of Children’s 

Services and Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services, and the Comptroller’s Office. 

Judge Dan Michael in Memphis is a member. A complete list of members is attached for 

information.  
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There was a presentation from the Council of State Governments at the first meeting. They 

conducted an evaluation around juvenile justice programming. O’Neal reported on a study out 

of Texas showing how community-based supervision, not state-run incarceration led to more 

successful outcomes for Texas youth in the juvenile justice system. The report found 

substantial evidence that all counties could lower recidivism rates further by doing a better job 

applying the latest research, such as assigning youth to the right programs and appropriate 

levels of supervision. 

Dunkin said she has seen a change in her court by not placing youth in state custody, but 

having the department work with the service providers to get them residential treatment outside 

of custody. She reported stereotypes are formed to some degree when the children go into 

custody and there is more likelihood of reoffending. Dunkin believes that preventing the 

custody episode and getting the youth effective treatment instead will produce better outcomes. 

O’Neal shared they also heard presentations from the Department of Children’s Services, 

Department of Education about expulsion, and the Pew Charitable Trust about their work to 

transform juvenile justice in Georgia around sentencing, programming and services. She 

recalled the Department of Children’s Services had two suicides in 2014 at Mountain View and 

then Commissioner Jim Henry asked TCCY staff to conduct an investigation. Petty, Papica and 

Dustin Keller, former TCCY staff, made recommendations, many of which have since been 

implemented. The most important change was moving from a punitive/correctional model 

toward a more therapeutic model.  

O’Neal mentioned Juvenile Court Judge Dan Michael wants to see a change in the age of 

jurisdiction so the juvenile court can have jurisdiction longer, but at the first meeting Senator 

Mark Norris announced the Task Force will not address this subject. Majority of the other 

juvenile court judges do not want a change in the age of jurisdiction. O’Neal said all 

recommendations from the Task Force will have to be submitted to the Council of Juvenile and 

Family Court Judges for its review and comment before it goes to the legislature. Mortensen 

asked for the reason for not changing the age. O’Neal gave him a few challenges discussed. 

She said there are too many unanswered questions, logistical issues, cost issues and other ways 

to do this, including changes to sentencing and parole practices could help. 

O’Neal said Dr. Mark Lipsey from Vanderbilt is a member of the Task Force and believes 

there is a need to look for better research about probation and probation services. Probation is 

inconsistent across the state. Research from the Council for State Governments and Pew 

indicates that if the youth is not a risk, then they should not be placed on probation. Pew may 

come into Tennessee to work with the Task Force, the department and the courts and all 

stakeholders to try to move towards a more effective use of expenditures for juvenile justice 

programs to produce better outcomes.  

O’Neal asked Hargrow and Petty for additional comments. Petty said he spoke to Senator Jeff 

Yarbro about his solitary confinement bill where they are rewriting the rules. He is not sure 

where the bill is for the upcoming session. Petty reported Senator Doug Overbey’s bill about 

life without parole will be up again next year. O’Neal said the parole board recently refused to 

recommend release for someone who was cleared by DNA.  Hargrow and O’Neal met with 

DCS last week and there was some discussion around these issues.  
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V.  TCCY Capacity Indicators – Rose Naccarato 

Naccarato said TCCY has been going through the Baldrige process to improve ourselves as an 

agency and become more mission focused. She reported we have to find ways to measure our 

outcomes and it has been a bit of a challenge to get the information because there is no other 

state agency just like TCCY. Naccarato said the capacity indicator survey taken by staff and 

Commission members was very helpful. The six domains measured are strategic leadership and 

decision-making, organizational development, data analysis, policy advocacy and engagement, 

strategic communications, and pursuit of equity, diversity and inclusion.  

Naccarato said the Casey Foundation provides technical assistance to TCCY and access to the 

Advocacy Learning Lab, an online portal of resources, tools and information on competencies 

that community wealth partners helped Casey develop. Naccarato reviewed the results with the 

capacity indicator survey by competency. She reported most of the year before comparison 

differences were small, and not a significant difference. She explained part of the reason why 

we have struggled in strategic directions and accountability is because it has been difficult to 

measure exactly what we do. As a result of the survey, recommendations are for TCCY to work 

on strategic planning and organizational development. The overall goal is to find ways to 

provide technical support ensuring TCCY is positioned to achieve transformational impact for 

the communities and causes we serve. 

VI.  Gates Foundation/The Ounce of Prevention/Alliance for Early Success in Tennessee – Linda 

O’Neal 

O’Neal reported the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation in collaboration with The Ounce of 

Prevention and The Alliance for Early Success have decided to come into Tennessee to provide 

technical assistance around improving Pre-K Quality. This is in a large part due to a Vanderbilt 

Study released last year regarding the “fade-out” of academic gains on the part of students who 

experienced Pre-K in Tennessee. On September 19th there was a meeting at the Department of 

Education.  

O’Neal stated Representative Mark White and Senator Steve Dickerson were major players in 

the process and led the charge for quality voluntary Pre-K across Tennessee by passing 

legislation. Advocacy partners included Memphis Tomorrow, Nashville Area Chamber of 

Commerce, Public School Forum of East Tennessee, United Ways of Tennessee, Greater 

Memphis Chamber, Tennessee Association of Chiefs of Police and People First Partnership in 

Memphis. 

Hall Strategies, a public relations and government relations firm, pulled some of this together. 

O’Neal participated in an Early Success Summit in September. She said this appears to be a 

strong and committed effort. The Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth is a long-time 

supporter of quality Pre-K Programs in Tennessee and we are pleased to be a partner in this 

effort. 

VII.  TCCY Dashboard – Richard Kennedy  

Kennedy highlighted the various sections of the dashboard and reported on the data.  

Drummond asked about adding the Baldrige information to future dashboards. Kennedy said 
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the data was captured in the year-end report and as we get information from Baldrige, he will 

list it.  

VIII. Legislative Listening Tour Discussion – Rob Mortensen 

 Mortensen said we realized there is more value and power if the Commission members build 

relationships with our legislators in addition to the presence of O’Neal, Kennedy or Petty. 

Mortensen explained the need to understand what the members know about TCCY to the 

legislators.  

 Davis shared information about her meeting with Senator Jack Johnson. Susan Cope and 

Steven Neely attended the meeting as well. Davis reported she and Senator Johnson have been 

friends for some time and she was surprised to know how little he actually knew about 

Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth.  Mortensen added people are people and that 

you look to those you trust to make a decision.  

 Terry shared her experience with meeting Representative Ryan Williams. She said because of 

John Rust, he already knew about the Commission.  Terry reported Williams knew her as a 

friend, but did not know she was on the Commission. She said after a newspaper article 

published her reappointment that many friends came up to her and said they did not realize 

what the Commission did. Mortensen commended her for marketing TCCY. 

 Sterbinsky asked how much notice is given to the members about upcoming legislation to let 

them know when to visit their legislator. Mortensen responded that the Legislative Committee 

does a great job of informing the Commission on issues. He said the challenge is knowing 

when the bills will come to the floor.  

 Mortensen introduced Representative Mark White and said he is a member of the Second Look 

Commission with Craig Hargrow and chair of the House Education Administration and 

Planning Subcommittee. White gave a brief overview of his background and spoke about his 

passion for education and children’s issues. He wrote a book called May I Call You Dad: Why 

Fathers Are Needed In the Home offering practical solutions to the ruins of broken homes. 

White briefly commented about the life without parole issue. He also explained the legislative 

process to help the members learn how to present issues before the legislative body. 

 White explained the job of the subcommittees. He said he believes the subcommittees kill 

about 75 to 80 percent of the bills before they get to the full committee or the floor. He called it 

“getting rid of the junk.” White said one of the best times to approach your legislator is during 

the summer and fall. Even though the legislators are part-time, they are still working and 

always have someone in the office. Email during session is not really effective because they get 

about 500 emails a day. White recommends setting up an appointment as things come up 

during session. Amy Lawrence said it is important to know your legislator because some do 

work regular jobs and may not be available.  

 White said it took him four years to understand the process and he has been there for seven 

years now. He said a person really needs to be there long enough to make a difference. Davis 

asked about term limits. He answered it is important to have enough people with institutional 

knowledge. He is not a fan of term limits for state legislature, but would recommend it for 

Federal law.  
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 Davis added that even if we already have a relationship with our legislators, we need to meet 

with them now.  

IX. LGBTQ Issues – Justin Sweatman-Weaver and Meredith Wickstrom, GLSEN and Dr. John 

Guenst and Jennifer Guenst 

 John Rust introduced Justin Sweatman-Weaver, a former intern with Tennessee Commission 

on Children and Youth and current chapter chair for Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Education 

Network (GLSEN). He reported since 1990, GLSEN has led the way on LGBT issues in K-12 

education and explained they support the rights of all students to attend school in a safe and 

affirming environment, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity/expression.  

There are over 40 chapters in the network. They are one of a few chapters in the Southeast 

region. Sweatman-Weaver said the work is voluntary because they have an annual budget of 

less than $2,000. GLSEN’s core belief system consists of four main values of safety, respect, 

health and potential. He shared data from a 2013 national school climate survey (NSCS) of 

LGBT students in Tennessee schools.  

Findings from the GLSEN 2013 National School Climate Survey demonstrate that Tennessee 

schools were not safe for most lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) secondary 

school students. In addition, many LGBT students in Tennessee did not have access to 

important school resources, such as having a curriculum that is inclusive of LGBT people, 

history, and events, and were not protected by comprehensive anti-bullying/harassment school 

policies.  

The report showed that the vast majority of LGBT students in Tennessee regularly heard anti-

LGBT remarks. More than 9 in 10 heard “gay” used in a negative way (e.g., “that’s so gay”) 

and 9 in 10 heard other homophobic remarks (e.g., “fag” or “dyke”) at school regularly. More 

than 8 in 10 regularly heard other students in their school make negative remarks about how 

someone expressed their gender, such as comments about someone not acting “feminine” or 

“masculine” enough. Students also reported that 33 percent of them regularly heard school staff 

make negative remarks about someone’s gender expression and 29 percent regularly heard staff 

make homophobic remarks.  

Most LGBT students in Tennessee had been victimized at school. Many of these incidents were 

not reported to adult authorities. Students reported high levels of other forms of harassment at 

school: 92 percent felt deliberately excluded or left out by peers; 84 percent had mean rumors 

or lies told about them; 66 percent were sexually harassed; 54 percent experienced electronic 

harassment or cyber-bullying, and 50 percent had property (e.g., car, clothing, or books) 

deliberately damaged and/or stolen.  

Many who self-reported also experienced physical harassment and physical assault; for 

example, nearly 5 in 10 were physically harassed (e.g., pushed or shoved) based on their sexual 

orientation and more than 1 in 10 were physically assaulted (e.g., punched, kicked or injured 

with a weapon) based on the way they expressed their gender. In addition, 46 percent of 

students who were harassed or assaulted in school never reported it to school staff, and 47 

percent never told a family member about the incident. Among students who did report 

incidents to school authorities, only 30 percent said that reporting resulted in effective 

intervention by staff. 
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Many LGBT students in Tennessee did not have access to in-school resources and supports. 

Only three percent attended a school with a comprehensive anti-bullying/harassment policy 

that included specific protections based on sexual orientation and gender identity/expression. 

Many did not have LGBT-inclusive curricular resources: only 10 percent were taught positive 

representations of LGBT people, history, and events, and only 39 percent could access 

information about LGBT communities on school Internet. The report can be found at 

https://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/GLSEN%202013%20Tennessee%20State%20Snapsh

ot.pdf.  

Sweatman-Weaver said this survey only touched on LGBT students, but actually crosses over 

disability, race and gender issues as well. He reported over half of Tennessee’s LGBT students 

reported experiencing a discriminatory policy or practice in their school. Of those who self-

reported, 18 percent were prevented from attending a school function with a person of the same 

gender, 15 percent were prevented from wearing clothing with LGBT messages or images, 42 

percent of transgender students could not be identified by their preferred name and 59 percent 

of transgender students were required to use the locker room or restroom of their legal sex.  

Sweatman-Weaver reported having Gay-Straight Alliances (GSAs), supportive educators, 

LGBT-inclusive curricula, and comprehensive anti-bullying policies all have positive benefits 

for LGBT students’ success and well-being. He said hostile school climates can negatively 

affect educational success and well-being. Experiencing higher levels of victimization and 

discrimination leads to worse outcomes for LGBT students. He said exposure of LGBTQ 

students to hostile school climate is an adverse childhood experience because of the prolonged 

toxic stress they endure and the physical effects as well. Students who feel safe and affirmed 

have better education outcomes. LGBT students who have LGBT-related school resources 

report better school experiences and academic success.  

 

 Meredith Wickstrom is on the SHINE Youth Leadership Team. SHINE is made up of student 

leaders working to create safe schools and communities. The team members meet regularly 

throughout the year to develop skills, form a network of other youth leaders, and organize 

programs in the community that promote respect for their students. There are currently 13 

people on the team.  

She talked about the Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA). GSA is a student-run club in high schools 

or middle schools that brings together LGBTQ and straight students to support each other, 

mobilize their peers to stand up for safety and equality, provide a safe place to socialize, and 

create a platform for activism to fight homophobia and bullying. There are currently 50 out of 

400 plus high schools with gay straight alliances or similar clubs in Tennessee supported by 

GLSEN. These clubs may be the only safe place for these students.  

Wickstrom reported it is easy to incorporate LGBTQ-positive identities, observances and issues 

into any curriculum. She said as long as the activity is age-appropriate and shows diversity and 

inclusion to reinforce these youth’s own value and self-worth.  Wickstrom added supportive 

educators, professional development on issues such as understanding sexual orientation and 

gender identity, and responding to homophobic or transphobic language and behavior empower 

school staff to be allies to LGBTQ students.  

https://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/GLSEN%202013%20Tennessee%20State%20Snapshot.pdf
https://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/GLSEN%202013%20Tennessee%20State%20Snapshot.pdf
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Sweatman-Weaver said having comprehensive school policies, anti-bullying and 

discrimination policies and inclusive dress codes will help. He said “ally” is not a noun, but a 

verb.  

Dr. John Guenst and his daughter Jennifer from Franklin were introduced and they shared their 

story about their effort to educate others on the transgender bathroom issue. Dr. Guenst praised 

his wife Valerie who could not attend the meeting and briefly explained the difference between 

sexual orientation, gender identity and transgender. He said Jennifer was born on April 20, 

1998 as a boy, one of three.  At age four, she was already showing signs of being a girl. One 

day, Jennifer told her older brother that if she could be anything in the world it would be a girl. 

Jennifer never wavered on wanting to be a girl. Dr. Guesnt recalled a transgender patient he 

had earlier in his career and the thoughts of suicide in young transgender children because they 

are not being accepted. He said the recent transgender bathroom bill would have been harmful 

to transgender students who already have a high rate of suicide. Dr. Guenst said Franklin High 

School was great in assisting them with Jennifer’s transition.  For a parent accepting a child, 

you can reduce suicide rates amongst this community. 

Jennifer Guesnt recalled being invited to a birthday party for a little girl and she was 

immediately drawn to the dolls instead of the action figures. She also reported feeling happy 

wearing her mom’s heels and clothes. Jennifer attended Saint Matthew’s Catholic School as 

Joseph until 5th grade. She shared her experiences at the Catholic school and said it was rough 

for her. She was homeschooled for 6th grade. There was about a year and a half break from the 

Catholic school and Joseph returned to school as Jennifer. Unfortunately most students knew 

her story.   

Jennifer eventually went to Franklin High School where another student from the Catholic 

school told everyone about her condition. Jennifer praised the educators at Franklin High for 

supporting her and giving her a safe place. She said they went above and beyond to make her 

feel human. However, not all of the student body was educated enough to show respect to 

transgender students. She thanked her parents for accepting her and helping her to transition 

early.  

Although, Jennifer did not have a problem with the bathroom issue at school, others do have 

problems. The Guesnts feel it is necessary to educate others so the uncomfortableness is not 

there. Most have not been exposed to these issues or a transgender person. Jennifer said how 

others look at her is part of the problem. She just wants to live her life and be happy.  

O’Neal believes the transgender bathroom will be back and was pleased the speakers had 

provided information to educate the Commission Members and staff for consideration of 

legislative guidance. Representative White explained the path of the transgender bathroom bill 

and said thanks to Jennifer, her parents and others who came forward to share their story, the 

bill was pulled. He said there was concern the bill would create more confusion because many 

local schools already have their own policies on use of bathrooms for transgender students.  

O’Neal reported there have been concerns legislation might be introduced to prohibit use of 

hormone therapy for transgendered persons younger than 18 and asked Dr. Guenst if he had 

any perspectives on that. He indicated that would be very problematic. Jennifer began hormone 

therapy before 18, and that treatment is beneficial in terms of physical development of 

appropriate gender-specific physical characteristics.  
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White also said the fiscal note and potential loss of funding from the federal government for 

education was too great. However, it may come back next session. White said you should do no 

harm to the individual and to have passed a bill like that would have done harm. He has since 

been a victim of a smear campaign since the bill died in subcommittee. 

X. Director’s Report – Linda O’Neal 

 O’Neal thanked Christy Sigler for attending the ACEs Training-for-Trainers. She congratulated 

Kelly Drummond who completed her Ph.D. and now has a new job with the Knoxville 

Department of Education. O’Neal highlighted staff birthdays and thanked all responsible for 

planning the retreat. 

XI. Other Business  

 Mortensen provided an update on Phil Acord’s health scare. The news is very encouraging.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:23 p.m. 

 

 

Minutes Submitted by:      Minutes Approved by: 

 

______________________________________________ _________________________ 

Natasha Smith, Director of Operations & Special Projects Brenda Davis, Chair 
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The Juvenile Justice Realignment Task Force Members: 

 

Senator Mark Norris, Chair 

Senator Doug Overbey 

Representative Karen Camper, Vice-Chair 

Representative Mike Sparks 

Leslie Collum, Assistant District Attorney –Rutherford County 

Jason Crews, Executive Director - Middle TN Juvenile Detention Center & Wayne Halfway House 

Barry Fain, Youth Services Officer – Juvenile Court, Jefferson County 

Darci Halfman, Executive Director – Tennessee Alliance for Children and Families 

Keeda Haynes, Assistant Public Defender – Nashville Public Defenders Office 

Robert Hill, Executive Director Government Affairs – Shelby County Trustee’s Office 

Dr. Mark Lipsey – Peabody Research Institute, Vanderbilt University 

Sutton Mora-Hayes, Chief Operating Officer – Community Foundation of Greater Memphis 

Judge Dan Michael – Shelby County Juvenile Court   

Dean Rivkin, Esq. – Distinguished Professor, University of Tennessee College of Law 

 

Ex Officio members: 

 

Luke Ashley– Department of Finance & Administration 

Dr. Jeff Feix – Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services 

Commissioner Bonnie Hommrich – Department of Children’s Services 

Judge Dennis Humphreys – Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges 

Susan Matson – Comptroller’s office 

Linda O’Neal– Commission on Children and Youth 

Deborah Taylor Tate – Administrative Office of the Courts 

 

 


