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Topics Addressed in 2021 State of the Child

• Demographics
• Special Topics
• Economics
• Education
• Health
• Child Welfare & 

Youth Justice

• COVID-19
• ACEs
• Youth & Young Adults
• Poverty
• Housing
• Education Outcomes
• Support Services
• Early Childhood Education
• Food & Nutrition
• Mental Health
• Substance Use
• Overall Health
• Access to Health Care 
• Maternal Mortality
• Maternal & Infant Care
• Dental Care
• Child Welfare
• Domestic Violence
• Human Trafficking
• Youth Transitions
• Suspension & Expulsion
• Youth Justice 



2021 Data Challenges

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Census Bureau and other 
data sources have experienced unprecedented challenges in 
data collection. The release of some of the typical indicators 
used in the State of the Child has been delayed until March 
2022. 

We have compiled data from many community and national 
partners, and the majority of the data in this book spans 2019-
2021. Unfortunately, due to the lower sample sizes, sometimes 
data could not be broken out by race or ethnicity. 



Out of 100 Tennessee Children 

As Tennessee’s children 
become increasingly 
diverse, equitable access 
to economic opportunities, 
education, health care, and 
justice must remain at the 
center of our systems, 
policies and programs.

Demographics



Demographics

1 in 10 
Tennessee school age children 
speak a language other than 

English at home.



Special Topics

Outpatient medical visits among 3-5 year olds across the country 
were significant lower in 2020 when compared to a typical year



Special Topics



Economics

In September 2021, 42 percent of Tennessee households with children had difficulty 
paying for usual household expenses; a 12 percent increase from September 2020.6

Nearly half of all Tennessee families are struggling financially. 

In 2019, one in four Tennessee families were receiving financial assistance to provide 
for their children. 



In October, the Child Tax Credit 
helped financially support more than 
700,000 Tennessee families and 
ensure over 1 million children in 
Tennessee had their basic needs 
met.

Economics



• In August of 2021, one in five Tennessee 
households with children had little to no 
confidence in their ability to make their 
next housing payment on time.

• Of those households over half were 
very or extremely likely to face 
eviction or foreclosure within the 
next two months.

143,560 Tennessee  extremely low 
income households are spending 
more than half of their income on rent

Housing

Economics



2020-2021 TNready testing among 3rd 
- 5th graders showed:

• One in four students scored on-track or 
mastered in Math.

• One in three students scored on-track 
or mastered in Reading and Language.

• Two in five students sored on-track or 
mastered in Science.

Education



In the 2020-2021 school year:

One in four districts met the goal 
of one certified social worker for 
every 1,500 students.

A little over one in three districts 
met the goal of one certified 
psychologist for every
1,000 students.

Education



Infant/Early Child Care

Accessible 
• 48 percent of Tennesseans live in a child 

care desert. 
• 62 percent in rural areas.

Affordable 
• Infant care in Tennessee costs more than 

in-state public university tuition. 
High-Quality

• One in three child care providers in 
Tennessee are licensed. 

• One percent of those licensed have 
national accreditation. 

Education



Early investment 
creates future success.

• The rate of children receiving Tennessee Early Childhood Intervention Services has increased 
from 16.7 to 33.9 per 1,000. 

• Approximately 60 percent of young children (ages 3-5) are not in school, one of the highest 
rates in the country. 

• Estimated total spending on children under five years of age accounted for 13.9 percent of all 
state expenditures for children in Tennessee, while children under age 5 were 27.1 percent of 
all children in the state.

Education



Health



The number of 
teens who made 
a plan about 
how they would 
attempt suicide 
has increased 
by 50 percent 
since 2007. 

Health



Although teen substance use is on the decline and 
lower than the national average, there is an 
alarming increase in fatal overdoses. 
• Fentanyl was involved 80 percent of overdoses among 

Tennesseans 15-24.
• Since 2017 the number of youth and young adult overdoses from 

Fentanyl has increased by 230 percent.

15 percent
of Tennessee high schoolers had ridden in a

car within the last month were the driver had
been drinking alcohol.

Health



Overall Health
More than one in five Tennessee children 
have special healthcare needs.1

More than half of Tennessee’s children with a 
mental or behavioral condition did not receive 
treatment or counseling

136,962 Tennessee K-12 students have 
a chronic illness or disability 
diagnosis.4 The most common are 
Asthma , ADD/ADHD, Severe Allergies.

In 2020, 78 percent of Tennessee children had 
received the full series of recommended vaccines 

at 24 months.6

Despite the risks the flu presents to children 
under two and the benefits of the influenza 

vaccine, in 2020 only half of Tennessee children 
under 2 had received at least one dose of the 

seasonal influenza vaccine and less than one in 
three received all three recommended doses.6

Health



• Half of Tennessee’s youth 
are insured through 
TennCare.

• 80 percent of uninsured 
Tennesseans reported 
being uninsured because 
they could not afford 
insurance

Health



• In fall 2020, a Vanderbilt Child Health Poll 
found that the percent of uninsured children 
in Tennessee had more than doubled, from 4 
percent in 2019 to 9 percent.

• In 2019, over 53,000 Tennessee children 
remained uninsured even though they were 
eligible for CoverKids or TennCare

• In fall 2020, 1 in 5 parents in these programs 
reported a loss of coverage over the last two 
years, with more than a third of those 
attributing the loss to a paperwork issue. 

• 12-month continuous eligibility.

Health



Infant & Maternal Care

• In 2019, 9.2 percent of babies in Tennessee were 
born at a low birth weight. 

• COVID-19 and pregnancy 
• Both the rate of pregnancy and births among girls 

age 15-17 has been cut in half over the last 
decade. 

Health



• The number of deaths decreased 
from 82 in 2018 to 62 in 2019. 

• In 2019, 37 percent of all cases of 
maternal mortality were 
pregnancy-related and 53 percent 
were pregnancy-associated. 

• The leading cause of pregnancy-
related deaths was cardiovascular 
or coronary conditions.

• For pregnancy-associated deaths, 
acute overdose was the leading 
cause of death.
• One in six pregnancy-

associated deaths were 
classified as intentional and 
violent, with three of five of 
those involving a firearm.

Health
Maternal Mortality



• Of all pregnancy-associated deaths, 
more than two out of three were 
covered by TennCare after birth. 

• 61 percent of deaths occurred 1.5-
12 months after death. 

• Previously, TennCare coverage for 
pregnant women expired 60 days 
after birth. 
• The Pregnancy-Associated 

Mortality Ratio for a woman 
on TennCare was 2.5 times 
higher than those on private 
insurance. 

• A new pilot program will extend 
TennCare benefits to 12 months. As 
this program is implemented we 
hope to see a reduction in 
pregnancy-associated deaths as 79 
percent of these deaths were 
found to be preventable. 

Health



Disparities in Maternal Mortality
• In Tennessee, Black women are at an increased 

risk of health complications associated with 
pregnancy. 

• In 2019, they comprised 32 percent of all 
pregnancy-associated deaths. 

• The disparity increases when looking at 
pregnancy-related deaths. 

• In 2017-2019 there were 17.7 non-Hispanic 
white deaths per 100,000 births compared to 
69.4 non-Hispanic Black women. 

• Black women in Tennessee are 4 times more 
likely to die from a pregnancy related cause than 
white women. 

Health



Dental Care
• One in four Tennessee children did not receive 

preventative dental care in 2019-2020.
• Tennessee falls below the national 

average in this indicator and ranks 44th in 
the nation.

• Community Water Fluoridation is a safe, 
equitable and cost-effective way to support 
oral health across a community.

• Eight out of nine Tennesseans are served by 
Community Water Fluoridation.  

• Ensuring access to dental care to those who 
are pregnant or just had a baby is critical to 
the health of the parent and child.

• Expansion of TennCare dental coverage. 

Health



In 2019, Tennessee had the highest rate of foster care instability in the nation

Child Welfare & Youth Justice

In FY2020 Tennessee had:
138,747 Tennessee Child Abuse 
Hotline calls.1

77,238 CPS investigation and 
assessment hotline cases.1

In 2020 Tennessee had
6,916 substantiated cases of child 
abuse or neglect.2



Domestic Violence
More than one in six 
Tennessee high school girls 
reported experiencing 
physical dating violence in 
the last year. 
That is significantly higher 
than anywhere else in the 
nation and twice as high as 
the national rate.



Human 
Trafficking



• Tennessee received 7.4 
million in federal funding to 
support former foster youth

• In mid-November 2021, 
1,057 former Tennessee 
foster youth had received a 
stimulus payment of $1,200 
and 433 youth currently 
enrolled in Extension of 
Foster Care received $1,000.

Extension of Foster Care 
Services

• Supporting Foster Youth and 
Families Through the Pandemic



Average Community placement costs per day
Level 2: $141.43
Level 3: $377.82
Level 4: $411.25
Youth Development Center costs per day
Wilder: $407
Mountain View: $495
Hollis Residential Treatment Center: $495

Average annual cost to detain a child in a 
hardware secure facility: $180,675



Racial disparities in the youth justice system 



Community involvement and 
educational attainment among young 

adults are both at a 20-year high. 



Thanks! 
Kylie Graves, Communication and Policy Specialist
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