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APPENDIX A:  ENABLING LEGISLATION

The original legislation establishing the Public Infrastructure Needs Inventory was passed in 1996 
as Public Chapter 817.  That act gave the Tennessee Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental 
Relations (Commission) responsibility for the inventory and directed the Commission to implement 
the inventory through contracts with the nine development districts across the state.  The act also 
provided a funding mechanism based on Tennessee Valley Authority revenue sharing funds.

The January 1999 report to the 101st General Assembly acknowledged the relationship between 
Public Chapter 817 and a new law passed in 1998, Public Chapter 1101, which is known as the 
Growth Policy Act.  Public Chapter 1101 directed all local governments, with the exception of 
those in the two metropolitan counties of Davidson and Moore, to work together to establish 
growth boundaries for incorporated areas, planned growth areas outside those boundaries, and 
rural areas.  In order to do so, those local governments were required by Section 7 of that act to 
“determine and report the current costs and the projected costs of core infrastructure.”

Since that time, the General Assembly has enacted a new law expressly linking the infrastructure 
and growth policy initiatives.  Chapter 672, Public Acts of 2000, specified in Section 3 that 
implementation of city and county growth plans’ “infrastructure, urban services and public 
facility elements” were to be monitored by means of the Public Infrastructure Needs Inventory of 
Public Chapter 817.

The full text of Public Chapters 817 and 672 and Section 7 of Public Chapter 1101 are presented in 
the following pages.
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