Tennessee’s Court Fees and Taxes: Funding the Courts Fairly

Appendix B: Senator Jon Lundberg’s Letter
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April 13,2013

Lynnisse Roehrich-Patrick
Executive Director, TACIR
226 Capitol Blvd., Suite 508
Nashvilie, TN 37243
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In recent years, the House Civil Justice Cominittee, of which [ Chair. has been asked Lo consider a
number of bills that increase a wide range of court fees, [, along with several members of our commiitee,
are voncerned abouwr this recurring practice of fee increases and the possible negative effects that may
occur due to the passage of thistype of legislation.

In an effort to better umderstand this issue, | would like your help in gathering information for the
cominittes members, IFpossible, 1 request that TACIR submit a report to the House Civil Justice
Committee that includes information from the last ten vears regarding all 95 counties and changes 1o court
fees, In particular, it should include all bills that were passed by the legislature to increase any kind of
court fec and address these questions: What arc the fees? What are these fees used lor? s there
information available that shows these fees are being used for that purpose? Does TACIR have any
policy recommendations they would like to make to the comimittee regarding this practice?

I would ask that this information be submitted w0 the commitiee prior to nex( year™s session. Rep. Martn
Daniel is one of cur commitiee members who has expressed deep concern over this issuc so [ have asked
that he take the lead on this; please send any correspondence regarding this request directy 1o him.

With Regards,

Jon Landherg
Stale Representative, District |
Chair, House Civil Justice Commitiee
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