
 
English Language Arts (ELA) Standards Implementation Check 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Why is the State Board of Education reviewing ELA standards this year?  
 
The State Board of Education is conducting a thorough review of Tennessee’s ELA standards 
with an opportunity for statewide input. This review comes during the first year that the current 
standards are being used in classrooms. Feedback from educators and parents will allow the 
state to check on any areas of the standards that may have minor errors or that are in need of 
additional clarity based on this first year of implementation. 
 
In addition, the timing of this implementation check is designed to allow the review and adoption 
of state standards to be better aligned with district-level textbook adoption in the future, so that 
students and teachers have instructional materials aligned to state standards. 
 
What is the process and timeline of this implementation check?  
 

● Dec. 1, 2017 - January 31, 2018: A survey to collect feedback on the ELA standards will 
be open for public comment on the State Board of Education website. 

● February - June 2018: After the survey closes, State Board of Education staff will 
prepare the feedback data for a team of expert educator reviewers to analyze.  The 
educator team will meet to discuss the feedback and work to make recommendations on 
proposed updates to the standards. 

● July 2018: The State Board of Education staff will review the educator team’s 
recommendations and bring updates to the ELA standards to the State Board for a vote 
on first reading at their meeting on July 27. 

 
How do I submit feedback?  
 
The standards implementation feedback survey will be available on the State Board of 
Education website starting on December 1, 2017. The survey can be accessed at 
http://tn.gov/sbe/topic/standards-review.  Links to the standards and more detailed instructions 
are available on the survey. 
 
 
  

http://tn.gov/sbe/topic/standards-review


How will my feedback be used?  
 
A team of expert Tennessee educators will convene and analyze the input received from the 
feedback survey. Using that public feedback, the educator review team will identify key areas of 
the ELA standards that require additional clarity or minor adjustments. Their recommendations 
for updates to the standards will be presented to the State Board of Education for adoption.  
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