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Notice of Rulemaking Hearing 
Hearings will be conducted in the manner prescribed by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, T.C.A. § 4-5-204. For 
questions and copies of the notice, contact the person listed below. 

Agency/Board/Commission: State Board of Education 
Division: N/A 

Contact Person: Rachel Suppé 
Address: 500 James Robertson Parkway, Nashville, Tennessee 

Zip: 37243 
Phone: 629-279-7565
Email: rachel.suppe@tn.gov 

Any Individuals with disabilities who wish to participate in these proceedings (to review these filings) and may 
require aid to facilitate such participation should contact the following at least 10 days prior to the hearing: 

ADA Contact: Rachel Suppé 
Address: 500 James Robertson Parkway, Nashville, Tennessee 

Phone: 629-279-7565
Email: rachel.suppe@tn.gov 

Hearing Location(s) (for additional locations, copy and paste table) 

Address 1: 500 James Robertson Parkway, Nashville, Tennessee 
Address 2: Conference Room 1B 

City: Nashville 
Zip: 37243 

Hearing Date: 1/22/2026 
Hearing Time: 10:00 AM _X_CST/CDT  ___EST/EDT 

Additional Hearing Information: 

**Anyone seeking to participate electronically may access the hearing using the following information:** 
URL:  

https://tn.webex.com/tn/j.php?MTID=mf61ed05e6dadafdf25725118b0e0ada0 

Meeting number: 2300 534 0507 
Password: SBERules 
Phone: 615-747-4911 

Access Code: 230 053 40507 
Please check the State Board’s website at https://www.tn.gov/sbe/meetings.html for any additional information 

regarding this rulemaking hearing. Oral comments are invited at the hearing. 
In addition, written comments may be submitted by 9:00 a.m. Central Time January 19, 2026, via email at 

SBE.Public.Comments@tn.gov or mailed to: 
Tennessee State Board of Education 

500 James Robertson Parkway, Nashville, Tennessee 37243 Attention: Rachel Suppé 
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Revision Type (check all that apply): 
X Amendment 
 New 
 Repeal 
 
 
Rule(s) (ALL chapters and rules contained in filing must be listed. If needed, copy and paste additional tables to 
accommodate more than one chapter. Please enter only ONE Rule Number/Rule Title per row.) 
 
Chapter Number Chapter Title 
0520-01-02 District and School Operations 
Rule Number Rule Title 
0520-01-02-.31 Organization and Administration of Schools 
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AMENDMENT 
Amend State Board of Education Rules 0520-01-02-.31 so that as amended it shall read: 
 
 

RULES 
OF 

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

CHAPTER 0520-01-02 
DISTRICT AND SCHOOL OPERATIONS 

 
 
 
0520-01-02-.31  ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF SCHOOLS. 
 
(1) The minimum length of the school day for students shall be six and one-half (6½) hours. LEAs may elect 

to extend the school day to at least seven (7) hours for the purpose of accumulating stockpile days to 
meet instructional time requirements pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-6-3004(e)(1). 

  
 

(2) The length of the kindergarten day shall not be less than four (4) hours. Double sessions in any 
kindergarten program may be permitted so long as both sessions meet all legal requirements for 
kindergarten programs. 

 
(3) A cumulative record provided to teachers by the LEA shall be kept up to date for each student, 

kindergarten (K) through grade twelve (12), and shall remain as local school property. 
 

(a) Each school shall provide for the storage and safekeeping of all records and reports. 

 
(b) The maintenance, use, dissemination, and confidentiality of information in school records and 

reports shall be governed by written policies of the local board of education. 
 
(4) Local boards of education shall have policies providing for class sizes in grades kindergarten (K) through 

twelve (12) in accordance T.C.A. § 49-1-104. 
 

(5) Teachers shall be on duty at least seven (7) hours per day and such additional time as the LEA requires. 
 
(6) Local boards of education shall provide full-time classroom teachers in grades kindergarten (K) through 

twelve (12) with individual duty-free planning periods during the established instructional day. 
 

(a)  Individual planning time shall consist of two and one-half (2½) hours each week during which 
teachers have no other assigned duties or responsibilities other than planning for instruction. The 
two and one-half (2½) hours may be divided on a daily or other basis. 

 
(b)  In schools providing a lunch period for students, all teachers shall be provided each day with a 

lunch period during which they shall not have assigned duties.  The lunch period for each teacher 
shall be at least the same amount of time as that allowed for students. Individual duty-free 
planning time shall not occur during any period that teachers are entitled to duty-free lunch. 

  
(c)  Any LEA which is providing an individual duty-free planning period by extending the school day 

by thirty (30) minutes as of the beginning of the 2000-01 school year may continue such practice 
and satisfy the planning time requirements. 

 
(7) Local boards of education shall ensure compliance with the background check requirements of T.C.A. §§ 

49-5-406 and 49-5-413, for all teachers or for any other positions requiring close proximity to children.  
(8) Local boards of education shall develop, maintain, and implement a long-range strategic plan that 

addresses at least a five (5)-year period of time. The plan shall be posted to the LEA’s website and 
include a mission statement, goals, objectives, and strategies, and identify how the strategic plan 
supports one (1) or more goals contained in the State Board of Education Master Plan. The strategic plan 
shall be reviewed every two (2) years and updated, if necessary. The LEA shall develop and implement a 
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district-level improvement plan that operationalizes the local board of education’s five (5)-year strategic 
plan in accordance with State Board District and School Improvement Planning Policy 2.101. 

 
 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-104, 49-1-302, 49-1-613 and 49-6-3004. Administrative History: Original rules filed 
August 20, 2020; effective November 18, 2020. Amendments filed December 2, 2021; effective March 2, 2022. 
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I certify that the information included in this filing is an accurate and complete representation of the intent and 
scope of rulemaking proposed by the agency. 

Date: 11/24/2025 

Signature:  

Name of Officer: Rachel Suppé 

Title of Officer:  General Counsel 

Department of State Use Only 

Filed with the Department of State on: 

__________________________________ 
Tre Hargett 

Secretary of State 

11/26/2025
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