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AMENDMENT 

AMEND the Rules of the State Board of Education Chapter 0520-01-18 by amending rules -.01, - .02, and - .03, so 
that as amended, the revised rules shall read: 

0520-01-18-.01 

0520-01-18-.02 

RULES 
OF 

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

CHAPTER 0520-01-18 
TEXTBOOK AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS WAIVERS 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Definitions 0520-01-18-.03 Factors Affecting Waiver Decision 

Waiver Application Process 

0520-01-18-.01 DEFINITIONS. 

(1) As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Textbook" has the same meaning as in T.C.A. § 49-6-2202(e) and State Textbook Commission 
Rule 0520-05-01-.01. 

(b) "Instructional Materials" has the same meaning as in State Textbook Commission Rule 0520-
05-01-.01. 

(c) "Supplemental Materials" means resources used to complement or enhance the State Board
approved Textbook and Instructional Materials for specific lessons, units, or topics, but which 
do not comprise the majority of standards for the subject-specific grade or course. 

(d) "State Board" means the Tennessee State Board of Education. 

(e) "The Department" means the Tennessee Department of Education. 

(f) "Textbook Commission" means the Tennessee State Textbook and Instructional Materials 
Quality Commission established pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-6-2201. 

(g) "LEA" means a Tennessee local education agency and has the same meaning given in 
T.C.A. § 49-1-103(2). 

(h) "Local Board" means a Tennessee local board of education. 

Authority: T. C.A. §§ 49-6-2202 and 49-6-2206. Administrative History: Emergency rules filed August 26, 
2020; effective through February 22, 2021 . Emergency rules expired effective February 23, 2021, and the rules 
reverted to their previous statuses. Original rules filed December 17, 2020; effective March 17, 2021. 

0520-01-18-.02 WAIVER APPLICATION PROCESS. 

(1) LEAs shall apply for a Textbook and Instructional Materials waiver to use Textbooks and 
Instructional Materials not approved by the State Board if the proposed materials were: 

(a) Reviewed by the Textbook Commission and were not recommended to the State Board for 
approval; or 

(b) Were not reviewed by the Textbook Commission. 

(2) An LEA shall not apply for a waiver to use: 
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(a) Textbooks and Instructional Materials currently adopted by the Textbook Commission and 
approved by the State Board; or 

(b) Textbooks and Instructional Materials for a subject-specific course or grade level in which 
currently approved Textbooks or Instructional Materials do not exist. 

(3) If an LEA is not required to submit a waiver in accordance with subparagraph (2)(b), LEAs may 
adopt Textbooks and Instructional Materials, provided the LEA has: 

(a) Reviewed the proposed materials for alignment with current and applicable Tennessee 
Academic Standards; 

(b) Determined the proposed materials are compliant with state and federal law; and 

(c) Adopted the materials in accordance with local adoption policies and procedures. 

(4) Each waiver application shall be approved by the Local Board and may be submitted on their behalf 
by the Director of Schools or the Director's deslgnee to the State Board on the waiver application 
developed by the State Board staff and posted on the State Board's website. The application shall 
include, but not be limited to, the following information: 

(a) The publisher(s) and title(s) of the requested Textbook(s) and/or Instructional Materials, if 
applicable; 

(b) Grade level(s) and/or course(s) for the waiver application; 

(c) A clear explanation of the unique or unusual needs of the LEA necessitating the waiver 
application; 

(d) Evidence of student outcomes based on the requested Textbook(s) and/or Instructional 
Materials, if applicable; 

(e) Evidence of research or evaluation of the Textbook(s) and/or Instructional Materials' quality, 
if applicable; 

(f) Evidence of improved student outcomes in the LEA before and since utilizing Textbook(s) 
and/or Instructional Materials from waivers the LEA has been granted in the past, if applicable; 

(g) A statement of assurance by the LEA that the requested Textbook(s) and/or Instructional 
Materials and any Supplemental Materials the LEA plans to use as part of the waiver 
application were not created to align exclusively with the Common Core State Standards or 
are not marketed or otherwise identified as Common Core Textbooks or Instructional Materials 
pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-6-2206; 

(h) A statement of assurance by the LEA that the requested Textbook(s) and/or Instructional 
Materials and any Supplemental Materials the LEA plans to use as part of the waiver 
application comply with T.C.A. § 49-6-1019 related to prohibited concepts; and 

(i) A statement of assurance by the LEA that the requested Textbook(s) and/or Instructional 
Materials and any Supplemental Materials the LEA plans to use as part of the waiver comply 
with all other state and federal laws. 

(j) For Textbooks or Instructional Materials that were reviewed by the Textbook Commission but 
were not recommended to the State Board for approval, the LEA shall submit: 

1. For LEA-wide adoptions, a completed rubric from the local adoption committee created 
pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-6-2207 that explains how the LEA will address the deficiencies 
identified by the Textbook Commission. If the Textbook Commission did not 
recommend the Textbook(s) or Instructional Materials for approval based on lack of 
alignment to Tennessee Academic Standards, the rubric shall also include but not be 
limited to a table indicating the alignment of the proposed Textbook(s) and/or 
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Instructional Materials with each Tennessee Academic Standard in the relevant subject
specific grade or course. The rubric shall also include any planned use of Supplemental 
Materials to address misalignment with the Tennessee Academic Standards to ensure 
comprehensive coverage; or 

2. For limited-use adoptions, which include credit recovery programs, alternative schools, 
virtual schools, and virtual education programs, a completed rubric that explains how 
the LEA will address the deficiencies identified by the Textbook Commission. If the 
Textbook Commission did not recommend the Textbook(s) or Instructional Materials for 
approval based on lack of alignment to Tennessee Academic Standards, the rubric shall 
also include but not be limited to a table indicating the alignment of the proposed 
Textbook(s) and/or Instructional Materials with each Tennessee Academic Standard in 
the relevant subject-specific grade or course. The rubric shall also include any planned 
use of Supplemental Materials to address misalignment with the Tennessee Academic 
Standards to ensure comprehensive coverage. 

(k) For Textbooks or Instructional Materials that were not reviewed by the Textbook Commission, 
LEAs shall submit: 

1. For LEA-wide adoptions, a completed rubric from the local adoption committee created 
pursuant to T.C.A.§ 49-6-2207 that indicates the extent to which the Textbook(s) and/or 
Instructional Materials are aligned to the Tennessee Academic Standards. The rubric 
shall include, but not be limited to, a table indicating the alignment of the proposed 
Textbook(s) and/or Instructional Materials with each Tennessee Academic Standard in the 
relevant subject-specific grade or course. The rubric shall also include any planned use of 
Supplemental Materials to address areas of misalignment, if any, with the Tennessee 
Academic Standards to ensure comprehensive coverage; or 

2. For limited-use adoptions which include credit recovery programs, alternative schools, 
virtual schools, and virtual education programs, a completed rubric that indicates the 
extent to which the Textbook(s) and/or Instructional Materials are aligned to the 
Tennessee Academic Standards. The rubric shall include, but not be limited to, a table 
indicating the alignment of the proposed Textbook(s) and/or Instructional Materials with 
each Tennessee Academic Standard in the relevant subject-specific grade or course. 
The rubric shall also include any planned use of Supplemental Materials to address 
areas of misalignment, if any, with the Tennessee Academic Standards to ensure 
comprehensive coverage. 

(I) Any additional evidence of the requested Textbook(s) and/or Instructional Materials' quality. 

(5) Waiver applications shall be submitted no later than March 15th of the local adoption year during the 
adoption cycle established by the Textbook Commission for the applicable subject area; provided, 
however, an LEA may submit an emergency waiver application outside of this established deadline 
for the applicable subject if emergency circumstances exist justifying the emergency waiver 
application. Emergency circumstances include: 

(a) The LEA has submitted an application to the Department to implement its Continuous 
Learning Plan (CLP) as defined in State Board Rule 0520-01-17. 

(b) The LEA has submitted an application to the Department to open a new virtual school. 

(6) The Department shall assist the State Board staff in administering the Textbook and Instructional 
Materials waiver review process by providing staff to serve as subject-matter experts for each 
content area. The Department subject-matter experts shall provide feedback on the rubric developed 
by State Board staff for each completed and properly submitted waiver 
application no more than ninety (90) calendar days after receipt of the following from State Board 
staff: 

(a) The completed and properly submitted LEA application; and 

SS-7039 (September 2024) 4 RDA 1693 



(b) Access to the relevant Textbook(s) and/or Instructional Materials for which the waiver is being 
requested. 

(7) State Board staff shall develop a process for review of completed and properly submitted waiver 
applications in consultation with the Department's subject-matter experts. 

(8) State Board staff may request additional information, clarifications, and/or revisions to waiver 
applications from the LEA prior to preparing a recommendation for the State Board. 

(9) In consultation with Department subject-matter experts, State Board staff shall prepare and present 
a recommendation to the State Board on each completed and properly submitted waiver application, 
utilizing the rubric ratings provided by Department subject-matter experts, additional input from 
Department subject-matter experts, and information provided to State Board staff by the LEA. The 
recommendation shall address all factors outlined in Rule 0520-01-18-.03. Textbook and 
Instructional Materials waiver applications that do not comply with the requirements of T.C.A. § 49-6-
2202, T.C.A. § 49-6-2206, and all other relevant state laws shall not be recommended for approval 
or approved by the State Board. 

(10) Waivers approved by the State Board shall remain in effect until the next adoption cycle for the 
course for which the waiver was granted, unless a shorter period of time is specified by the State 
Board or by the LEA. A waiver request application that has been denied by the State Board shall 
not be re-submitted by the LEA to the State Board for consideration during the term of the adoption 
cycle for the specific content area. 

(11) A public charter school may apply for a waiver for the use of Textbooks and Instructional Materials 
in accordance with T.C.A. § 49-13-111. 

Authority: T. C.A. § 49-6-2206. Administrative History: Emergency rules filed August 26, 2020; effective through 
February 22, 2021. Emergency rules expired effective February 23, 2021, and the rules reverted to their previous 
statuses. Original rules filed December 17, 2020; effective March 17, 2021. Amendments filed August 5, 2021; 
effective November 3, 2021. 

0520-01-18-.03 FACTORS AFFECTING WAIVER DECISION. 

(1) In determining whether, in the State Board's judgment, to approve a waiver application, the State 
Board may consider a number of factors, including, but not limited to: 

(a) The explanation of the unique or unusual needs of the LEA necessitating the use of the 
requested Textbook(s) and/or Instructional Materials in the waiver application. 

(b} Department subject-matter expert feedback, including the requested Textbook(s) and/or 
Instructional Materials' alignment to Tennessee Academic Standards and, if necessary, the 
extent to which the LEA's plan would remediate any areas of misalignment. 

(c) How the LEA will address deficiencies identified by the Textbook Commission, if 
applicable. 

{d} Evidence of student outcomes based on the requested Textbook(s) and/or Instructional 
Materials, if applicable. 

(e) Evidence of research or evaluation on the requested Textbook(s) and/or Instructional 
Materials' quality, if applicable. 

(f) Evidence of improved student outcomes in the LEA before and since utilizing 
Textbook(s) and/or Instructional Materials from waivers the LEA has been granted in the 
past, if applicable. 

Authority: T.C.A. § 49-6-2206. Administrative History: Emergency rules filed August 26, 2020; effective through 
February 22, 2021. Emergency rules expired effective February 23, 2021, and the rules reverted to their previous 
statuses. Original rules filed December 17, 2020; effective March 17, 2021. 
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* If a roll-call vote was necessary, the vote by the Agency on these rulemaking hearing rules was as follows:

Board Member Aye No Abstain Absent Signature 
(if required) 

Krissi Mcinturff X 

Jordan Mollenhour X 

Bob Eby X 

Warren Wells X 

Ryan Holt X 

Ina Maxwell X

Marsha Johnson X 
Larry Jensen X 

Darrell Cobbins X 
Sonza Auberson X 

Victoria Harpool,
designee for 
Steven Gentile, 
Executive Director,
Tennessee Higher 
Education 
Commission 
Non-Voting Ex-
Officio 

I certify that this is an accurate and complete copy of rulemaking hearing rules, lawfully promulgated and adopted
by the State Board of Education on 05/30/2025 and is in compliance with the provisions of T.C.A. § 4-5-222. 

I further certify the following: 

Notice of Rulemaking Hearing filed with the Department of State on: 03/11/2025 

Rulemaking Hearing(s) Conducted on: 05/2/2025 

Date: 6/2/2025 

� ��( Signature: -�---�--+-'----------------

Name of Officer: _R_ac_h_e_l_S_u.._p.__pe _______________ _ 

Title of Officer: General Counsel 

Agency/Board/Commission: --'-S_ta_te.:.....C:..B-'-o-'-ar-'d'--o'-f-'-E_d_u_ca_t _io_n __________________ _ 

Rule Chapter Number(s): .......::...05::.::2::.::0 _-0=--1'---..:....18=--------------------------

AII rulemaking hearing rules provided for herein have been examined by the Attorney General and Reporter of the
State of Tennessee and are approved as to legality pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative Procedures 
Act, Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4, Chapter 5. 
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Attorney General and Reporter
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Filed with the Department of State on: 

Effective on: 
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Tre Hargett 
Secretary of State 
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Public Hearing Comments 

The Tennessee State Board of Education held a public rulemaking hearing on Chapter 0520-01-18 on May 2, 
2025, at 500 James Robertson Parkway, Nashville, TN and via Webex. No public comments were submitted. 
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Regulatory Flexibility Addendum 

Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-401 through 4-5-404, prior to initiating the rule making process, all agencies shall 
conduct a review of whether a proposed rule or rule affects small business. 

This rule does affect small businesses. 

SS-7039 (September 2024) 9 RDA 1693 



Impact on Local Governments 

Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-220 and 4-5-228, "On any rule and regulation proposed to be promulgated, the 
proposing agency shall state in a simple declarative sentence, without additional comments on the merits or the 
policy of the rule or regulation, whether the rule or regulation may have a projected financial impact on local 
governments. The statement shall describe the financial impact in terms of increase in expenditures or decrease 
in revenues." 

This rule has no fiscal impact on local governments beyond the authorizing legislation. 
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Additional Information Required by Joint Government Operations Committee 

All agencies, upon filing a rule, must also submit the following pursuant to T.C.A. § 4-5-226(i)(1 ). 

(A) A brief summary of the rule and a description of all relevant changes in previous regulations effectuated by 
such rule; 

T.C.A. § 49-6-2206 authorizes the State Board to approve or deny waiver requests from local education 
agencies (LEAs) that wish to use textbooks and instructional materials that are not approved if the LEA 
demonstrates unique or unusual needs. The State Board's Textbook and Instructional Materials Waivers Rule 
0520-01 -18 governs the procedures for LEAs requesting textbook and instructional materials waivers from the 
State Board. These rule changes: 

• Clarify the process for LEAs if there are no approved textbooks and instructional materials for a given 
course or grade level based on LEA and TDOE feedback. 

• Provide the option for LEAs to submit research or evaluation on the proposed textbook(s) and 
instructional materials to support high-quality adoption. 

• Include clarifying and technical edits to support public transparency and effective implementation. 

(B) A citation to and brief description of any federal law or regulation or any state law or regulation mandating 
promulgation of such rule or establishing guidelines relevant thereto; 

T.C.A. § 49-1-302(a)(9) charges the State Board to "prescribe the use of textbooks and other instructional 
materials, based on recommendations of the state textbook and instructional materials quality commission" by 
aoorovinQ statewide, subject-based textbook adoption lists from which districts may choose. 

(C) Identification of persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities most directly affected by this 
rule, and whether those persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities urge adoption or 
rejection of this rule; 

The Tennessee Department of Education and State Board of Education are directly affected by this rule and 
ur e ado tlon. 

(D) Identification of any opinions of the attorney general and reporter or any judicial ruling that directly relates to 
the rule or the necessity to promulgate the rule; 

None. 

(E) An estimate of the probable increase or decrease in state and local government revenues and expenditures, 
if any, resulting from the promulgation of this rule, and assumptions and reasoning upon which the estimate 
is based. An agency shall not state that the fiscal impact is minimal if the fiscal impact is more than two 
percent (2%) of the agency's annual budget or five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), whichever is less; 

None. 

(F) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives, possessing substantial knowledge 
and understanding of the rule; 

Rachel Suppe (State Board of Education) 
Rachel.Suppe@tn.gov 

Nathan James (State Board of Education) 
Nathan.James@tn.gov 

Jack Powers (Department of Education) 
Jack.Powers@tn.gov 

Robin Yeh (Department of Education) 
Robin.Yeh tn. ov 
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(G) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives who will explain the rule at a 
scheduled meeting of the committees; 

Rachel Suppa (State Board of Education) 
Rachel.Suppe@tn.gov 

Nathan James (State Board of Education) 
Nathan.James@tn.gov 

Jack Powers (Department of Education) 
Jack.Powers@tn.gov 

Robin Yeh (Department of Education) 
Robin.Yeh tn . ov 

(H) Office address, telephone number, and email address of the agency representative or representatives who 
will explain the rule at a scheduled meeting of the committees; and 

Rachel Suppe 
State Board of Education 
500 James Robertson Parkway, 8th Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 
(615) 741-2966 
Rachel.Suppe@tn.gov 

Nathan James 
State Board of Education 
500 James Robertson Parkway, 8th Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 
(615) 532-3528 
Nathan.James@tn.gov 

Jack Powers 
Department of Education 
710 James Robertson Parkway, 9th Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 
(629) 259-1979 
Jack.Powers@tn.gov 

Robin Yeh 
Department of Education 
710 James Robertson Parkway, 9th Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 
(615) 445-9543 
Robin.Yeh tn. ov 

(I) Any additional information relevant to the rule proposed for continuation that the committee requests. 

None. 
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TEXTBOOK AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS WAIVERS 

(Rule 0520-01-18-.03, continued) 

RULES 
OF 

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

CHAPTER 0520-01-18 

CHAPTER 0520-01-18 

TEXTBOOK AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS WAIVERS 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

0520-01-18-.01 Definitions 0520-01-18-.03 Factors Affecting Waiver Decision 
0520-01-18-.02 Waiver Application Process 

0520-01-18-,01 DEFINITIONS. 

(1) As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Textbook" has the same meaning as in T.C.A. § 49-6-2202(e) and U1e R11les oftRo State 
Textbook Commission Rule 0520-05-01-.01 . 

(b) "Instructional Materials" has the same meaning as in tRe R11les of !Re State Textbook 
Commission Rule 0520-05-01-.01 . 

{G}-----':O~E~iOO-Rasoo-~ean .freel~11-llG8flseG-GllmGUlum 
li'laHAOllid&& taxi, mel'Jia, aml~lher-{fi§jta~ha 005lit\ill!5-a-fuli-GIHRG!llllffi-Ulal 
coofoml&-\0-lhe-A!levaAl..:r-flAA86688-Aca<lemlG-SlaA83FGS. 

( I 1£1.."Supplemental Materials'.' means resources used to complement or enhance lhe Stale 
Board--aQillQl!fil!l'IGf)lee Textbook and Instructional Materials for specific lessons, unils, 
or topics, bul which do not comprise the majority of standards for the g.r-a<lesub1ect
specific grade 6l/Bje6tor course . 

\O)(f!L"State Board" means the Tennessee State Board of Education. 

~i@L"The Department" means the Tennessee Department of Education. 

t9JilL''Textbook Commission" means the Tennessee State Textbook and Instructional 
Materials Quality Commission established pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-6-2201. 

(f!t.{g}_"LEA" means a Tennessee local education agency and has the same meaning given in 
T.C.A. § 49-1-103(2). 

fij.(hL"Local Board" means a Tennessee local board of education. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-6-2202 and 49-6-2206. Administrative History: Emergency rules filed August 
26, 2020; effective through Febroary 22, 2021. Emergency rules expired effective February 23, 2021, and 
the rules reverted to their previous statuses. Original rules fifed December 17, 2020; effective March 17, 
2021. 

0520-01-18-.02 WAIVER APPLICATION PROCESS. 

(1) LEAs shall apply for a Texlbook and lnslruclional Materials waiver to use Textbooks and 
jnslrucllonal Mme1 iajs not approved by the State Board Ir the proposed materials wero:A-booal 
.&814-rnay apply..fOF-a-Walvef 0 -US ..:rex~books-and-laslruGlkmal-Mal0fials-H1ah1UH'lOt~ 
list~veo-by tll~mm1ssmn-aAG-Slata--Baat(i...wlle . R U-1a--Sta1e-Boord!& 
Jud9m9ntrlM-tlnl-1ue er- unusual-Heed&--0f.-l~L-l;;A-H11s\JiFe-ili-;,,<-0¥ld~Y8(,-wal1100H1ru 
11ol requk'ed-feF-+elllbook!r-af!G-IA5tnJGlioAAI Malerial6-f>f8"iously-f~on-the-111,1-af,pf0Ved 
b~xlbook-Gemmlsslon-and-St~rd-aAd -purGha$0d-wllh publiG-l¼Joo-.A-wa1vf!I' 
request-may-b&f;ubmitlea-fi!F-lha-followlA§-Ga~ofT~k&--aAG..fAstf'UGllonal-MRtef:ial!r. 
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TEXTBOOK AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS WAIVERS 

(Rule 0520-01-18-.03, continued) 

CHAPTER 0520-01-18 

(a) Teidbooks er-lFl&lfl!GliMal--Mater-lals-Ulal-wer~B.feviewed by the Textbook Commission 
S!Of!.-bul--- were not recommended to lhe Stale Board ror approva!llla I8---flal-pasa-the 
r.ivlew,-and--war-&-1\GWAGluded n-thl).ll~y hl¼-Toxtbool1 Commlssion-al'IG--the 
Slate-Boardj_Q[, 

(-Gt---,Were nN+&~-lrnAA,,G«OAa Mal&fials-tlla!JN&l'&-Rol reviewed by the Textbook 
Commission,, iRsludiRg: 

w-
?ubllsl1eF-Greatoe-MaleFlals-; 
Open Eewsatlon ResowFGes; ana 

l<~lhl_9istrio-t Creatoa-MatefialSc 

121 An LEA -l~~rd--shall not apply for a waiver to use: 

(al Textbooks and Instructional Materials currently adonled by the Textbook Commission and 
approvad by the State Board: or 

! lib) Textbooks and Instructional Materials for a subj ct-speclf\c course or grade level In which 
currently approved Textbook or lnslruclional Materials do no( exist. 

(3) If an LEA is not required to submit a w<1 Iver In acco,daoce will) subparagraph (2Hbl, LEAs 
may adopt Textbooks and lnstruc\lonal Materials. provided the LEA has: 

ta) Reviewed the proposed materials for allqnment with current and applicable Tennessee 
Academic Standards: 

111) Determined the proposed materials are compliant with slate and federal law; and 

{c} Adopted the materials In accordance with local adoption policies and procedures. 

~)filEach waiver 11ppllcalion raqu11.&t-shall be approved by the Local Board and lil.fil'...Q§..SUbmitted 
on the r behalf by the Director of Schools or the Director's designee to the Stale Board on the 
waiver application developed by the State Board staff and posted on the State Board's website. 
The application sh·an include, but not be limited lo, the following Information: 

(a) The publisher(s) and title(s) of the requested Textbookfsl and/or Instructional Materials, 
if applicable; 

(b) Grade levelfsl and/or course1s} for the requested-waiver application; 

(c) A clear explanation of the unique or unusual needs of the school systemLEA 
necessitating the waiver appllc:atJorirmi1J661; 

.(s!L_Evidence of student outcomes based on wltll---the requested Textbookfsl and/or 
Instructional Materials, if applicable; 

{d)(el Evidence of research or evaluaUon or lhe Textbook(sl and/or Instructional Materials' 
quality. If appllc:able. 

(e)ill.,_Evldence of improved student outcomes in the LEA pefore and when-since utilizing 
Tex!book{fil and/or Instructional Materials from waivers the LEAdlstrlGI has been granted 
in the past, if applicable; 
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TEXTBOOK AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS WAIVERS CHAPTER 0520-01-18 

(Rule 0520-01-18-.03, continued) 
!9L.._A statement of assurance by the LEA that the requested Textbook{$} and/or JnstrucUonal 

Materials and any Supplemental Materials the LEA plans to use as part of the- waiver 
appl!caticn ftl<ll.l8Sl were not created to align exclusively with the Common Core State 
Standards or are not marketed or otherwise identified as Common Core Textbooks or 
Instructional Materials pursuant to LC.A. § 49-6-2206: 

(hi A statement ol assurance hy 1110 LEA that the requestod Texlbook[s) and/cir Instructional 
Materials and any Supplemantal Materials tlie LEA plans to use as part of !lie waiver 
application comply with T.C.A. § 49-6-1019 related to prohibited concepts: and 

if)II\ A statement qf assurance by the LEA that the requested Tcxlbook[s) and/or Instruct Iona I 
Materials and any Supplemental Materials the LEA plans 1,o use as pert of lhe waiver 
comply with all other state and federal laws. 

191.ill_For Textbooks aoo/or Instructional Materlals that were reviewed by the Textbook 
Commission but..l'Yere not recommended to the Slate Board for approval-dfd--Aol-f)a&s-aAd 
wer&00I l11Gk:lclad-G!Hh&-Jl&t-a~J}Fevea--by-tl:le-+axteeel1 GemmlssleA aAd IRe Stale Bearll , 
the LEA beGat-Bearo-shall submit: 

1. For LEAd1slriG1-wlde adoptions, a completed rubric from the local adoption 
committee created pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-6-2207 that explains how the LEAil will 
address the deficiencies Identified by the Textbook Commission. It the Textbook 
Commission fa led-did 001 recommend the Textbook{s} arullor Instructional 
Materials for approval based on lack of alignment to Tennessee Academic 
~standards, the rubric submllted--t}y-tke ooal-BeaRJ..cshall also Include but not be 
limited to a fable Indicating the alignment of the proposed Textbookfs} and/or 
Instructional Materials with each Tennessee Academic Standard in the relevant 
subject-specific grade a~r course. The rubric shall also Include any 
planned use of Supplemental Materials to address misal1gnment with lhe 
Tennessee Academic Standards to ensure comprehensive coverage: or 

2. Far llmlted_ se adoptions, which include credit recovery programs, alternative 
schools, virtual schools, and virtual education programs, lh&~Looal----1:k!afd-shall 
6\lbmi a completed rubric that explains how ltlhe LEA will address the 
deficl.encles Identified by the Textbook Commission .. If the Textbook Commission 
falloodid not recommend the Textbookfsl arul!or Instructional Materials for 
approval based on lack of alignment to Tennessee Academic s_ andards, the 
rubric sutlmlUed-by-mEH-GGal Boaro-shalt also include but not be limited to a table 
Indicating the alignment of the proposed Textbook{s) and/or lnstructlonal Materials 
with eacli Tennessee Academic Standard In the relevant sUblect-speclfte grade 
a~.ibjector coun;e. The rubric shall also include any planned use of 
Supplemental Materials to address misalignment with the Tennessee Academic 
Standards to ensure comprehensive coverage. 

fl,-)ilil_For Textbooks aRd/or Instructional Materials that were not reviewed by the Textbook 
Commission, LEAs tl¼e-booal-aear-El--shall submit: 

1. For LEA-wide adoplion6. aA completed rubric from the local adoption committee 
creeled pursuant to T.C.A.§ 49-6-2207 that indicates the extent to Which the 
Textbook,(§) and/or Instructional Materials are aligned to the Tennessee Academic 
Standards. T~e rubric shall Include, but not be llmlled to, a table indicating the 
alignment of the proposed TextbookJs} and/or lnstruciional Materials With each 
Tennessee Academic Standard in the relevant subject-specific grade a~ 
coul'Se. The rubric shall also include any planned use of Supplemental Materials to 
address areas of misalignment, if any, with the Tennessee Academic Standards to 
ensure comprehensive coverage; or 

2. For limited::-use adoptions which include credit recovery programs, alternative 
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TEXTBOOK AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS WAIVERS CHAPTER 0520-01-18 

(Rule 0520-01-18-.03, conllnued) 
schools, virtual schools, and virtual education programs, the basal Beare shall 
Slllm!it-a completed rubric that indicates the extent to which the Textbook[§_) and/or 
Instructional Materials are aligned to the Tennessee Academic Standards. The 
rubric shall include, but not be limited to, a table indicating the alignment of the 
proposed Textbook{sl and/or Instructional Materials with each Tennessee 
Academic Standard in the relevant subleot-speclnc grade aAd-&ubjestor course. 
The rubric shall also include any planned use of Supplemental Materials to address 
areas of misalignment, if any, with the Tennessee Academic Standards to ensure 
comprehensive coverage. 

fi)!.!L}lny additional evidence of the requested Textbook{sl and/or Instructional Materials' 
quality. 

\Jjfil Waiver applications r.aquesl shall be submitted no later than March 15u, of the local adoption 
year during the adoption cycle established by the Textbook Commission for the applicable 
subject arel.'I! provided , however, ap LEA boGal--Soaro--may submit an emergency waiver 
application request-outside of this establl~hed deadline for the applicable subject if emergency 
circumstances exist justifying the emergency waiver aoollcaUon~ueSt. Emergency 
circumstances include: 

(a) The LEA has submitted an application r.aqu0&-to the Department to implement its 
Continuous Learning Plan (CLP) as defined in State Board Rule 0520-01-17raAG-41la 
~-Gl.Jl-1Aelude&-ltle-u-s6---04h~ue&ted-+&xlooelq~}aAc:llef-lA61FYGtiooal-Mat&flali;. 

(b} The LEA has submitted an application to the Department to open a new virtual school 
aru:1-1&-oeeklAg-a--Waivef--Sl}eG!flGally-to-u&8-+&lltbooks-aRdlrn:-l1istfootiGF!a4vlatei:lals-lhal 
&1.1W&fi-vlFlllal-leamlA9. 

(4--------+he--l-EA-!Alflrn:ls--te---effel';--f8f ~lme;-a-GoU™HGF---WRiGtHIIH.lat.HlppFGVed 
T-~s-andlor- Instr~! Materials elli&t. 

{44(§}_ The Department shall assist the State Board staff in administering the Textbook and 
lnslructional Materials waiver review process by providing staff to serve as subject-matter 
experts for each content area. The Department subject;-matter experts shall provide Feedback 
on the rubric developed by State Board staff for each completed and properly submitted waiver 
application no more than ninety (90) calendar days after receipt of the following from State 
Board staff: 

(a) The completed and properly submitted LEA application;, and 

(b} Access to the relevant Textbook{sl and/or Instructional Materials for which the waiver is 
being requested. 

f5)ffiState Board staff shall develop a process for review of completed and properly submitted 
waiver applications in consultatlon with the Department's subject-matter experts. 

{ej.llil_State Board staff may request addltional information, clarifications, and/or revisions to waiver 
applications from the booal-&afd!J;A prior to preparing a recommendation for the State Board. 

l-l){fil_ln consultaUon with Department subject-rriatter experts, State Board staff· shall prepare and 
present a recommendation to the State Board on each completed and properly submitted 
waiver application. ulllizing the rubric ratings provided by Department subject-matter experts, 
addltjonal Input from Department subject-matter experts, and information provided to State 
Board staff by the LEAl,ocal-8GafG. The recommendation shall address all factors outlined in 
Rule 0520-01-18-.03. TextbookG and Instructional Materials waiver r~uests-anptlcations that 
do not comply with the requirements of T.C.A. §§ 49-6-2202, T,C.A. § 49-6-2206, and all other 
relevant state laws shall not be recommended for approval or approved by the State Board. 
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(Rule 0520-01-1 8-.03, continued) 
~l..!QL Waivers approved by the State Board shall remain In effect until the next adoption cycle for 

the course for which the waiver was granted, unless a shorter period of lime is specified by the 
State Board or by the booal--Saa!dLEA. A waiver request application· lhal has been denied by 
the State Board shall not be re-submitted by the LEAboGal-Boor<:1 lo the State Board for 
consideration during the term of the adoption cycle for the specific content area. 

{8-IJ..llLA public charter school may apply for f&E!V68t--a waiver for the use or Textbooks and 
lnstrucllonal Materials in accorclance with T.C.A. § 49-13-1 11. 

beA6-6"1ail-fl8klse-teiGbool1e or lnslrusti&Aal-malerials-11:iat-af&-f!Gt.-eitl:iaF-&fl-tl:uH.la\e-ap~ 
aGef)tkm-li&t-af..awravad for uco In tl:lo LEA via ti1e-wai¥er praoece eel oul-tn lhie rnle, ~reel.Jani to 
:r.c.A. § 49-6--™er 
Authority: T.C.A. § 49-6-2206. Administrative History: Emergency rules.flied August 26, 2020; effective 
through February 22, 2021. Emergency tv/es expired effective February 23, 2021, and the rules reverted to 
their previous statuses. Original ntles filed December 17. 2020; effeclfve March 17. 2021 . Amendments filed 
August 5, 2021; effective November 3, 2021. 

0520-01-18-.03 FACTORS AFFECTING WAIVER DECISION. 

(-1..}--ln determining whether--OH18i, In the Stale Board's Judgmenl,JQ.,--tlle-1.mKfue HJruJWal-needs 
e~/\.meriUhe-approv~I ef a waiver application, the State Board may consider a number 
of factors, including, but not limited to: 

~ill 
(a) oodbaGIH> lh&.QepaRmenWlllbjeGkr-\~pa~eleval'll ~rea-en 

lhe ml»i&-dev&leped-by-Stal&-Boa"'-6laff, 

{bl@L The explanation of the unique or unusual needs of the LEA necessitating the use of the 
requested Textbookfs.) and/or Instructional Materials in the waiver application0 a 

{G)(bl Department sublect-rnalter expert feedback, lnclucllng 1'.!he requested iooenl--0 the 
Textbook.{fil and/or Instructional Materials' allgnmenl to Tennessee Academic Standards 
and, if necessary, the extent to which the LEA's plan would remediate any areas of 
misalignment._ 

f4){.£l_How the LEA will address deficiencies identified by the Textbook Commission, if 
applicable. 

fe) ldl Evidence of student outcomes based on the requested Textbook(s) and/or lnstrucUonal 
Materials, If <1pplic-0ble. 

{fl ( l Evidence of research or evalu11tion on Iha requested T .xtbook(s) and/or Instructional 
Materials ' quality, If applicable;, 

(g)ffi.....Evidence of improved student outcomes In the LEA J,>efore and since -wh n-. 
utilizing Textbook.{fil and/or Instructional Materials from waivers the LEA has been 
granted in the past, if applicable. 

T-h Yailab Ui)'--Of,--61al&-aPf)F0lJad.-+&xlbook&-amllGF-iflslfOOla.Aal--Mater-lats-«lf--tlle, 
r~tlSliled-wuR>B nd!Ofiillbje&I.Authority: T.C.A. § 49-6-2206. Administrative History: 
Emergency rules filed August 26, 2020; effective through February 22, 2021. Emergency 
rules expired effective February 23, 2021, and the rules reverted to their previous statuses. 
Original rules flied December 17, 2020; effective March 17, 2021. 
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