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• Replaces the state’s current multiple-choice only tests in 
English language arts and math for grades 3-11 and will 
include a variety of question types as well as writing.  

• Provides true information about student readiness for 
postsecondary work.

• Provides actionable information for parents and educators to 
support student growth.

• Developed by Tennessee educators to better assess student 
knowledge, as well as critical thinking and problem-solving 
skills – in short, all the things students will need to succeed 
following high school.
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• In reading and writing – students will read from texts and 
provide written responses to support their answers.

• In math – students will solve multi-step problems, many 
without using a calculator, to show what they know.

• Much like teachers already do in their classrooms, TNReady will 
give students a variety of new ways to show what they really 
know and can do. 

• TNReady will be administered in two parts.
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• Part I for ELA will replace the state’s current writing 
assessment. 
– It will require open-ended written responses in ELA.

• Part I for Math will include performance tasks in grades 
3 – 8.  
– These performance tasks will include open-ended responses and 

be multi-step problems that allow students to demonstrate 
several skills towards a practical application.
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Joe went hiking for 1 week. 

The table shows Joe's distance 
from the start of the trail in 
miles (mi) at the end of each 
day of hiking. 

Part D



Students will read a set of passages.

The passages describe how beavers and a mole build their homes.

• How are the two homes different? 

• How are they alike? 

Write an essay that compares and contrasts the homes of beavers and 
moles. Be sure to use facts and details from both texts to support your 
essay. Follow the conventions of standard written English.

Manage your time carefully so that you can

– Plan your essay

– Write your essay

Type your answer in the space provided.



• The second portion of TNReady will be administered in 
April/May.

• This portion will ask students to select responses for 
multiple types of questions.

• Performance on Part I and Part II will be combined into a 
single composite score for each student.
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• Sample items in MICA
(Measurement 
Incorporated Classroom 
Assessment) along with 
the..

• Practice tests delivered in 
MIST (Measurement 
Incorporated Secure 
Testing) make up the… 

• TNReady Practice Tools 
available to educators and 
students. 

TNReady Practice Tools

Sample Items

MICA

Practice Tests

MIST
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• Tennessee educators – both at the K-12 and higher 
education levels — were involved in the selection process 
of TNReady.

• Tennessee educators determined item selection, test 
length and composition, and scoring. 

• Going forward and on an ongoing basis, Tennessee will 
decide on changes to the test based on changes to 
standards, and Tennessee teachers will be engaged in 
item development and review.
– Assessment will be updated to reflect any changes to standards in 

2017-18 school year. 
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• Higher education support will be vital to success of 
TNReady.
– Higher Education faculty participated in RFP process in fall 2014, 

where Measurement Inc. was selected as TNReady vendor

• As with PARCC, TBR, TICUA, and UT faculty and staff have 
engaged to validate our TNReady assessments as 
reflecting postsecondary and career success.

• Higher education faculty have committed to help in the 
following areas: 
– Vetting the assessment and publicly communicating about 

alignment with postsecondary expectations

– Range finding for hand-scored elements of HS math and ELA

– Creation of performance level descriptors for HS math and ELA

– Standards setting to determine cut-scores for HS math and ELA





• TNReady will be administered online with paper back-up 
available. 

• This gives Tennessee students an opportunity to develop 
critical technology skills they need for success, while also 
ensuring that they do not fall behind their peers in other 
states where online tests are given.

• We have phased in required online testing over the last 
four years. Many states have been testing online for 15+ 
years.  
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• Test Date: October 1, 2015

• Test Window: 7:30 am to 10:30 am local time

• Participation: Optional

• Intent: To test the technology systems 
(administration, audio, proctor accounts, student 
accounts)  that are in place to send and receive test 
questions and responses between the school and 
Measurement Incorporated.

• 100% of users with text-to-speech – most bandwidth 
intensive feature – activated for directions at the start of 
the test.  Typically only available for students with 
approved accommodations. 
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• Nearly 110,000 students logged on to MIST. Peak load was 
3 to 4 times more than we experienced during writing 
assessment in the spring, as we compressed a four-week 
window for administration into three hours.  

• These conditions truly created a “stress test,” a load we 
would not expect during the normal operational window.

• Results: MIST system did experience slow response time 
at midway point through 3-hour window but eventually 
recovered from bottleneck issues. 

• Next Steps: Vendor will review data collected and make 
updates to ensure seamless performance during the 
operational assessment.  
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• Set calendar

• Choose 5 days per 
grade/content

District

• Choose days for subtests

• Set unique schedulesSchool

• Ample time (not speed)

• Provide breaks as necessaryProctor

TNReady will minimize interference with teaching and learning…



11.2 hours 
total student 
time on task

7 – 12 test  
sessions across 
four subjects

45 minutes to 
an hour per 
session 

3rd

Grader 11.7 hours of 
total student 
time on task

7 – 12 test 
sessions across 
four subjects

45 minutes to 
an 1.5 hours 
per session

7th

Grader 12.3 hours of 
total student 
time on task

7 – 11 test 
sessions across 
four subjects

1 hour to 1.5 
hours per 
session 

11th

Grader



• Students will 
spend a similar 
amount of time 
taking state-
required tests 
as they have in 
previous years. 



• Parents will receive more and better information on their 
student’s performance.

• The new reports are designed to do three things:
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