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Hello! 

• Twenty-eight years of educational experience

• Certification & Professional Standards Director, Idaho State 

Department of Education

• Professional Development Director, Idaho School Boards 

Association 

• Elementary School Principal

• Middle School Mathematics Teacher
Lisa Colón Durham
Director, Educational Partnerships
lcolondurham@ets.org

mailto:lcolondurham@ets.org


Test Innovation & Flexibility 
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Praxis Bridge

• Supports candidates who narrowly miss 
passing with targeted learning modules 
instead of requiring a full retest

• Provides an accelerated option while 
ensuring mastery of content knowledge

Praxis Steps

• Introduced with Elementary Education 
Fundamentals

• Modular-based testing to support individual 
learning progress

• Allows candidates the flexibility to take the full 
test at once or complete smaller “Steps” that 
align with coursework, empowering 
candidates to manage their assessment 
experience.
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Praxis Bridge



What is Praxis Bridge?
• Candidates who narrowly miss passing their Praxis test 

within 1 standard error of measurement (SEM) of the 
state's passing score can take a professional learning 
module instead of retaking the full Praxis test.

• Based on the candidate’s score, ETS will provide a fully 
aligned module that matches the candidate's area of 
greatest difficulty.

• The module includes content overview, practice items 
and a knowledge check designed to affirm their 
understanding of the material.
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Program Objectives
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Accelerated Path to 
Certification

• Alternate path to retaking a 
full Praxis test

• Reduced time to classroom 
placement

• Low cost, supportive path to 
classroom readiness

Ease of Implementation

• Turn-key program integration

• Seamless reporting 
mechanisms

• Aligned with existing 
certification frameworks

Data Driven Approach 

• Precise identification of 
content knowledge gaps

• Targeted professional 
learning modules

• Systematic approach to 
addressing candidate skill 
deficiencies



Praxis Bridge Flow
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Eligibility & Cost
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Tests

• Praxis Elementary Education 
5001 / 5901 / 7001 series

• Praxis CORE – Reading, 
Writing, Math

• Teaching Reading: Elementary 
(5205)

• PLT K-6 (5622)
• PLT 7-12 (5624)
• ELA: Content Knowledge (5038)
• Special Education: Foundational 

(5355)
• And more …

Cost

Price = $50 per module

Eligibility requirements

Candidates who narrowly miss 
passing the Praxis test (within 1 
SEM) will be provided an option to 
complete a professional learning 
module instead of retaking the full 
assessment.
• States can adopt a three-year 

retroactive eligibility (ETS will 
identify candidates from the past 
three years that fit the eligibility 
criteria).



How it works
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Eligible candidate will be notified when they 
receive their scores. The option will be 
available for purchase in their Praxis 
account.*

Upon completion, candidates will receive 
a Certificate of Completion.

The asynchronous module can be 
completed at the candidate’s convenience.

Candidates will have 6 months from date of 
purchase to complete the module. 

Candidates issued an updated Praxis 
Score Report within 5-10 business days 
that will indicate Alt. Passed for the 
appropriate subject area test(s).

* For states that elect retroactive eligibility, ETS will do a 
one-time email blast to all candidates from the three years 
prior to the adoption of Bridge notifying them of their 
eligibility.



Reporting
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Score Report

Candidates issued an updated 
Praxis Score Report within 5 
business days that will indicate 
Alt. Passed for the appropriate 
subject area test(s). 

EDM 

The “Alt. Passed” designation 
data will be pushed to the 
organizations EDM account 
during the regular weekly 
updates. 

Title II

Candidates who successfully 
complete Praxis Bridge will be 
designated as passed within the 
Title II reporting system. 
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Test Title Deployment

Elementary Education: Multiple Subjects (5001; subtests 5002, 5003, 5004, 
5005)

February 2025Elementary Education: Multiple Subjects (7001; Subtests 7003, 7004, 7005)

Elementary Education: Three Subject Bundle—Mathematics, Social Studies and 
Science (5901; subtests 5903, 5904, 5905)

CORE Reading (5713)

April 2025CORE Writing (5723)

CORE Math (5733)

Praxis Bridge

Bold test titles are currently adopted by Tennessee.
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Praxis Bridge

Bold test titles are currently adopted by Tennessee.

Test Title Deployment

Elementary Education: Teaching Reading (7002)

July 2025

Teaching Reading: Elementary (5205)

PLT K-6 (5622)

PLT 7-12 (5624)

ELA: Content Knowledge (5038)

Special Education: Foundational (5355)



Praxis Bridge
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Bold test titles are currently adopted by Tennessee

Test Title Deployment

Mathematics (5165) October 1, 2025

Social Studies (5581)

Early Childhood (5025)

Middle School Mathematics (5164)

Middle School ELA (5047)

Middle School Science (5442)

Special Education: Severe to Profound (5547)

ParaPathways (5758/5759)

Elementary Education Fundamentals (8002-8006) – NEW TITLE Spring 2026



The Modules
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Content Outline
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Elementary Education Professional Development Modules

Social Studies 
• United States History, Government, 

and Citizenship 
• Geography, Anthropology, and 

Sociology 
• World History and Economics 

Science 
• Earth Science 
• Life Science 
• Physical Science

NOTE
Accommodations will be 
available:
• Digitally accessible / 

screen-reader 
capable

• Closed captioning for 
audio / video (if 
applicable)

English Language Arts
• Reading
• Writing, Speaking, and Listening

Mathematics
• Numbers and Operations
• Algebraic Thinking
• Geometry and Measurement, 

Data, Statistics, and Probability



Module Overview
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Knowledge Check

Serves as final check for 
understanding

• Includes items aligned to higher 
frequency standards in the 
domain

• Does not include hints or 
learning supports before initial 
completion

• Must achieve a minimum score 
of 75-80% to demonstrate 
mastery on first attempt
• If 75-80% is not achieved, hints 

are provided, candidates can 
revise responses and must then 
achieve 100%

Practice ItemsContent Overview

Shows sample content designed 
as a tutorial

• Includes select content 
sampled from the test 
specifications in the target 
domain

• Is designed as an overview, 
is not exhaustive of the entire 
domain

Shows sample items designed to be 
formative in nature

• Includes items aligned to higher 
frequency standards in the 
domain

• Can include glossing of key 
vocabulary to support 
understanding

• Includes feedback and 
explanations for all answer 
choices

• Includes a general “Hint” and 
an “I don’t know” response to 
scaffold learning



Candidate 
Experience
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Learning Management System 
Screens



Example Screens – Learning Course
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Example Screens – Learning Course
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Example Screens – Practice Items
(with hover over definition and hint)
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Example Screens – Distractor Analysis
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Tennessee Data
Sept 2023 – Apr 2026
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Tennessee Data – Best Attempt
Academic Year: Sept 2023 – Apr 2026

State/Agency/Program N
Current Score (CS) CS-1 SEM # Qualifying 

for Bridge# Pass % Pass # Pass % Pass
Elementary Education: Multiple Subjects Reading and Language Arts Subtest (5002) 3115 2757 88.51% 2885 92.62% 128
Elementary Education: Multiple Subjects Mathematics Subtest (5003) 3191 2667 83.58% 2829 88.66% 162
Elementary Education: Multiple Subjects Social Studies Subtest (5004) 3188 2589 81.21% 2808 88.08% 219
Elementary Education: Multiple Subjects Science Subtest (5005) 3127 2589 82.80% 2789 89.19% 200
English Language Arts: Content Knowledge (5038) 607 474 78.09% 511 84.18% 37
Middle School English Language Arts (5047) 164 70 42.68% 87 53.05% 17
Middle School Mathematics (5164) 455 305 67.03% 346 76.04% 41
Mathematics (5165) 438 289 65.98% 311 71.00% 22
Special Education:  Foundational Knowledge (5355) 662 640 96.68% 646 97.58% 6
Middle School Science (5442) 245 164 66.94% 179 73.06% 15
Core Academic Skills for Educators: Reading (5713) 1002 723 72.16% 789 78.74% 66
Core Academic Skills for Educators: Writing (5723) 1082 520 48.06% 602 55.64% 82
Core Academic Skills for Educators: Mathematics (5733) 976 643 65.88% 693 71.00% 50
Early Childhood Education (5025) 541 455 84.10% 468 86.51% 13
Teaching Reading: Elementary (5205) 4503 3812 84.65% 3996 88.74% 184
Special Education:  Severe to Profound (5547) 461 430 93.28% 438 95.01% 8
Principles of Learning and Teaching: Grades K-6 (5622) 213 195 91.55% 204 95.77% 9
Principles of Learning and Teaching: Grades 7-12 (56214) 198 183 92.42% 187 94.44% 4
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Tennessee Data – First Attempt
Academic Year: Sept 2023 – Apr 2026

State/Agency/Program N
Current Score (CS) CS-1 SEM # Qualifying 

for Bridge# Pass % Pass # Pass % Pass
Elementary Education: Multiple Subjects Reading and Language Arts Subtest (5002) 2931 2382 81.27% 2604 88.84% 222
Elementary Education: Multiple Subjects Mathematics Subtest (5003) 2929 2152 73.47% 2466 84.19% 314
Elementary Education: Multiple Subjects Social Studies Subtest (5004) 2856 1834 64.22% 2238 78.36% 404
Elementary Education: Multiple Subjects Science Subtest (5005) 2870 1998 69.62% 2379 82.89% 381
English Language Arts: Content Knowledge (5038) 553 406 73.42% 458 82.82% 52
Middle School English Language Arts (5047) 136 52 38.24% 66 48.53% 14
Middle School Mathematics (5164) 400 230 57.50% 284 71.00% 54
Mathematics (5165) 400 229 57.25% 261 65.25% 32
Special Education:  Foundational Knowledge (5355) 659 624 94.69% 641 97.27% 17
Middle School Science (5442) 219 126 57.53% 145 66.21% 19
Core Academic Skills for Educators: Reading (5713) 939 618 65.81% 714 76.04% 96
Core Academic Skills for Educators: Writing (5723) 940 319 33.94% 425 45.21% 106
Core Academic Skills for Educators: Mathematics (5733) 919 541 58.87% 607 66.05% 66
Early Childhood Education (5025) 515 422 81.94% 438 85.05% 16
Teaching Reading: Elementary (5205) 4089 3081 75.35% 3416 83.54% 335
Special Education:  Severe to Profound (5547) 457 413 90.37% 426 93.22% 13
Principles of Learning and Teaching: Grades K-6 (5622) 208 191 91.83% 197 94.71% 6
Principles of Learning and Teaching: Grades 7-12 (56214) 190 175 92.11% 180 94.74% 5
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Praxis Steps
Modular Testing
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• Praxis Steps is an innovative modular testing capability that 
provides flexibility for candidates to succeed.

• Allows candidates to take a Praxis test in smaller sections, 
or “Steps,” so that they can test in the way they feel most 
confident to succeed.

• Candidates can take a full test and retake just the Step they 
did not pass, or they can take one Step at a time, bank their 
scores and apply the highest results toward their overall test 
score.

• Praxis Steps is being introduced with the new Elementary 
Education Fundamentals.

What is Praxis Steps?
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• Identify learning gaps early and 
provide targeted support in areas 
where candidates struggle

• Leverage more granular data to 
understand where candidates 
struggle and improve program

EPPs
• Provides more options for 

candidates to take and pass their 
tests—which means more 
certified teachers enter the 
classroom

• Reduces barriers to the 
classroom without lowering 
standards 

States
• Test in smaller steps when they 

feel ready and confident to 
succeed

• Retake just the step they did not 
pass rather than the full test, 
saving time and money 

• Test scores based on the highest 
results for each step

Test Takers

Benefits of Praxis Steps
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TAKE ONE STEP AT 
A TIME
Bank their scores and 
apply the highest 
results toward their 
overall test score.

 

-OR-

TAKE A FULL TEST
And if they don’t pass, 
retake just the Step or 
Steps they did not pass.

Physical Sciences 
(8503)

Life Sciences (8502)

Earth and Space 
Sciences (8501)

Science
(8005)

World History and 
Economics (8403)

Geography, 
Anthropology, 

Sociology (8402) 

United States History, 
Government, 

Citizenship (8401)

Social Studies 
(8004)

Geometry, 
Measurement, and 

Data (8303)

Algebraic Thinking 
(8302)

Numbers and 
Operations (8301)

Mathematics
(8003)

Writing, Speaking, 
and Listening (8202)

Reading (8201)

Reading and 
Language Arts 

(8002)

When Praxis Steps capabilities launch, test takers can:

Praxis Steps for Elementary Education Fundamentals 



One Test. Multiple Paths to Success.
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Taylor takes the full Praxis 8005 test. 
He doesn’t pass—but Praxis Steps 
shows exactly where he fell short. He 
retakes only the Step he needs, 
passes it, and earns his passing 
Praxis 8005 score.

The Targeted Retake Path

Jordan takes each Praxis Step as 
she completes coursework, banking 
passing scores along the way. By 
graduation, all Steps are 
complete—and she earns her 
passing Praxis 8005 score.

The Progression Path

See how Jordan and Taylor each achieve success with the Elementary Education Fundamentals: Science (8005) test.

Physical 
Sciences

Life Sciences

Earth and 
Space 

Sciences

Science
(8005)



Praxis Steps Praxis Bridge

A Flexible Path to Praxis Success
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The Targeted Retake Path

Test takers will have the flexibility to choose a path that will support their individual learning journey.

The Progression Path The Near-Miss Path

Takes a full Praxis test

Does not pass within 1 SEM. 
Her state has adopted Praxis Bridge.

Takes the Praxis Bridge alternate passing 
module in the area she did not pass

Completes the module and Alt Passes the 
Praxis test

Brian ConnieAbby

Takes a full Praxis test

Does not pass

Retakes just the step she did not pass

Highest step score is applied. 
Passes the Praxis test.

Takes one step of a Praxis test at a time

Banks scores along the way

Completes and passes all steps

Passes the Praxis test



Test Taker Score 
Report: Section II
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Resources

• Study Companions with test specifications

• Crosswalks of Current Tests to New Tests – in appendix of this presentation

• Crosswalks of New Tests to Standards

• MSSS Technical Report and Recommended Passing Scores

• Test Review Video Presentations with Sample Questions

• Interactive Practice Tests for Test Review 

• Curriculum Crosswalks, Study Companions, and Study Plans for EPPs

32

The following resources are available to support the new Elementary Education Fundamentals tests with Praxis 
Steps.



Praxis BeaconPraxis.ets.orgStay connected

THANK YOU!

https://go.praxis.ets.org/b2b-preference-center
http://praxis.ets.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ets-praxis/posts/
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Appendix



Standard Error of Measurement (SEM)

What is the SEM and how is SEM used?
• The Standard Error of Measurement (SEM) is a way to determine how well a test is 

measuring what it is intended to measure.
• The smaller the SEM, the better

• The SEM is used to create confidence intervals around a cut score.
• It provides guidance to policymakers who may want to adopt a score that is different 

from the existing or proposed cut score.



Standard Error of Measurement (SEM)

Using SEM when adopting/adjusting scores
• Regardless of where the score is set, there will always be a chance for Type I and Type II 

errors.
• Type I Error is when someone earns the passing score but is not qualified (i.e., false 

positive).
• Type II Error is when someone does not earn the passing score but is qualified (i.e., false 

negative).

Type I Error = False Positive

Passing 
Score-2 SEM -1 SEM +1 SEM +2 SEM

Type II Error = False Negative



Standard Error of Measurement (SEM)

Using SEM when adopting/adjusting scores
• Since there will always be a chance for false positives and false negatives, adopting a score at -1 SEM is a 

way to decrease the chance of false negatives (people who have the abilities needed but didn’t 
demonstrate it by meeting the recommended passing score). It also, increases the chance of false 
positives (people who met the score but don’t actually have the ability.

Type I Error = False Positive

Passing 
Score-2 SEM -1 SEM +1 SEM +2 SEM

Type II Error = False 
Negative
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About the Test
• The 80 selected-response questions in this test 

focus on the broad knowledge of language arts 
and related competencies necessary to be 
licensed as a beginning teacher at the 
elementary school level. 

• The test content is grounded in the Council for 
the Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP) 
standards and Standards for the Preparation of 
Literacy Professionals from the International 
Literacy Association. 

• Approximately ten to fifteen percent of questions 
call for application of reading and language arts 
(RLA) content and processes within a teaching 
scenario or an instructional task. 

• Such questions—designed to measure 
applications of RLA knowledge to the kinds of 
decisions and evaluations a teacher must make 
during work with students, curriculum, and 
instruction—situate RLA content questions in 
tasks critical for teaching.

New Test (8002)

Category 
(Approx % of Test)

Approx. # of 
Questions

Reading (52%) 42

Writing, Speaking, and 
Listening (48%)

38

Total Questions 80

Test Time 100 min

Current Test (5002)

Category 
(Approx % of Test)

Approx. # of 
Questions

Reading (47%) 38

Writing, Speaking, and 
Listening (53%)

42

Total Questions 80

Test Time 90 min

Reading and Language Arts (8002)
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About the Test
• Designed to measure the knowledge and skills in 

Mathematics necessary for a beginning teacher 
of Elementary Education. 

• The test is not designed to be aligned with any 
particular school mathematics curriculum but is 
intended to be consistent with the 
recommendations of national studies on 
mathematics education, such as the Council for 
the Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP) 
K-6 Elementary Teacher Preparation Standards 
and the Association of Mathematics Teacher 
Educators (AMTE) Standards for Preparing 
Teachers of Mathematics. 

• Approximately ten to fifteen percent of questions 
call for application of mathematics content and 
processes within a teaching scenario or an 
instructional task. Such questions—designed to 
measure applications of mathematics knowledge 
to the kinds of decisions and evaluations a 
teacher must make during work with students, 
curriculum, and instruction—situate mathematics 
content questions in tasks critical for teaching. 

New Test (8003)

Category 
(Approx % of Test)

Approx. # of 
Questions

Numbers and 
Operations (42%)

28

Algebraic Thinking 
(29%)

20

Geometry, 
Measurement, and 
Data (29%)

20

Total Questions 68

Test Time 100 min

Current Test (5003)

Category 
(Approx % of Test)

Approx. # of 
Questions 

Numbers and 
Operations (40%)

20

Algebraic Thinking 
(30%)

15

Geometry and 
Measurement, 
Data, Statistics, 
and Probability 
(30%)

15

Total Questions 50

Test Time 65 min

Mathematics (8003)
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About the Test
• Designed to measure the knowledge and skills in 

Social Studies necessary for a beginning teacher 
of Elementary Education. 

• The 77 selected-response questions are 
grounded in the National Council for the Social 
Studies National Curriculum Standards. 

• Approximately ten to fifteen percent of questions 
call for application of social studies content and 
processes within a teaching scenario or an 
instructional task. Such questions—designed to 
measure applications of social studies knowledge 
to the kinds of decisions and evaluations a 
teacher must make during work with students, 
curriculum, and instruction—situate social studies 
content questions in tasks critical for teaching.

• These tasks, identified based on the College, 
Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social 
Studies State Standards and research on social 
studies instruction, have been confirmed by a 
national committee of teachers and teacher 
educators as important for effective teaching of 
elementary social studies.

New Test (8004)

Category 
(Approx % of Test)

Approx. # of 
Questions

United States 
History, 
Government, and 
Citizenship (43%)

33

Geography, 
Anthropology, and 
Sociology (30%)

23

World History and 
Economics (27%)

21

Total Questions 77

Test Time 100 min

Current Tests (5004)

Category 
(Approx % of Test)

Approx. # of 
Questions 

United States 
History, 
Government, and 
Citizenship (45%)

27

Geography, 
Anthropology, and 
Sociology (30%)

18

World History and 
Economics (25%)

15

Total Questions 60

Test Time 60 min

Social Studies (8004)



41

About the Test
• Designed to measure the knowledge and skills in 

Science necessary for a beginning teacher of 
children in primary through upper elementary 
school grades.

• Test content is grounded in the National Science 
Education Standards (NSES), the National 
Science Teaching Association (NSTA) standards, 
which include the Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS), and the CAEP K-6 Teacher 
Preparation Standards. 

• Approximately ten to fifteen percent of the 
questions on the test integrate science content 
knowledge with one or more Science and 
Engineering Practices.

• Approximately ten to fifteen percent of questions 
call for application of science content and 
processes within a teaching scenario or an 
instructional task. Such questions—designed to 
measure applications of science knowledge to 
the kinds of decisions and evaluations a teacher 
must make during work with students, curriculum, 
and instruction—situate science content 
questions in tasks critical for teaching. 

New Test (8005)

Category 
(Approx % of Test)

Approx. # of 
Questions

Earth and Space 
Sciences (32%)

24

Life Sciences (34%) 25

Physical Sciences 
(34%)

25

Total Questions 74

Test Time 90 min

Current Test (5005)

Category 
(Approx % of Test)

Approx. # of 
Questions

Earth Science (33%) 17-18

Life Science (33%) 18-19

Physical Science 
(33%)

18-19

Total Questions 55

Test Time 60 min

Science (8005)
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