
Tennessee State Board of Education Agenda 
October 29, 2021  Final Reading Item:  IV. S. 
 

 
State Identified Exemplary Districts 

 
  
The Background: 
 
In accordance with T.C.A. § 49-1-602, and Tennessee’s accountability system as approved in its Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) plan, the Tennessee Department of Education is charged with presenting to 
the State Board of Education a listing of districts identified as receiving the highest accountability 
determination. For the 2020-21 school year, the highest accountability determination for districts is 
“Exemplary.” 
 
Public Chapter 2 (PC 2) of the First Extraordinary Session of the 112th General Assembly provided a 
pathway for districts to be held harmless from the negative consequences of accountability, if 80 percent 
or more of the district’s students in grades 3-12 participated in the Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment 
Program (TCAP) administered during the 2020-21 school year. 

All districts exceeded the required 80 percent participation rate and therefore qualified for the hold 
harmless protections set forth in PC 2.  For the 2020-21 school year, districts that are held harmless can 
still earn the status of exemplary. 
 
Exemplary Designation and Criteria   
 
The 2020-21 district accountability calculations average the number of points districts receive on the 
following indicator scores. Indicator scores are averaged to calculate an overall All Students score. This 
process is repeated for all eligible subgroups, and districts are given a final weighted average score. 
Districts with a score greater than or equal to 3.1 receive a determination of Exemplary based on the 
2020-21 school year data. 
 
Districts are evaluated on six indicators: 
 

• Grades 3–5 success rate 
• Grades 6–8 success rate 
• Grades 9–12 success rate 
• Grades K–12 chronically out of school 
• Grades K–12 English language proficiency assessment (ELPA) 
• Graduation rate 

 
This item contains the list of districts newly identified as Exemplary using data from the 2020-21 
Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program (TCAP) administration.  
 
 
The Recommendation: 
 
The Department of Education recommends approval of this item on first and final reading. The SBE staff 
concurs with this recommendation. 
 


