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The Background: 
 
Title 49, Chapter 16 authorizes LEAs to establish public virtual schools and offer virtual education 
programs. The State Board is authorized to promulgate rules related to virtual education.   
 
Revisions to this rule were developed to ensure that LEAs and charter schools have clear rules on virtual 
school and virtual education programs moving into the 2021-22 the school year and beyond.  
 
This item presents revisions to clarify differences between public virtual schools and virtual education 
programs. The revisions further define a virtual education program and specify conditions under which 
LEAs and charter schools can offer virtual education programs. The rule revisions also outline instructional 
and attendance requirements for virtual education programs and clarifies the teacher of record for a 
student enrolled in a virtual education program or virtual school.  
 
The State Board approved revisions to this rule on an emergency basis at the July 1st special called meeting.  
 
The State Board staff held a rulemaking hearing for this rule on September 17, 2021. No comments were 
offered at the hearing, however, written comments were submitted for consideration. 
 
Between first and final reading, revisions were made to remove charter schools from the section on public 
virtual schools in alignment with T.C.A. § 49-13-106 that prohibits virtual charter schools. Revisions were 
also made to clarify that students may participate in a virtual education program at another school or LEA 
if permitted by local policy of the receiving LEA. Other minor clerical revisions were made throughout the 
rule as well.  
 
 
The Fiscal Analysis Impact: 
 
T.C.A. § 49-1-212 requires that the Department prepare a fiscal analysis of any policy, rule, or regulation 
proposed to the State Board of Education. This item has no financial impact on an LEA. 
 
 
The Recommendation: 
 
The Department of Education recommends approval of this item on final reading. The SBE staff concurs 
with this recommendation. 
 

 


