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Unsafe School Choice Policy, 4.202 

 

 
The Background: 
 
The Unsafe School Choice Policy provides any student who attends a persistently dangerous school, or 
any student who has been the victim of a violent crime while at school, the opportunity to attend a safe 
school. The Unsafe School Choice Policy is mandated by the federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
which states, “Each State receiving funds under this Act shall establish and implement a statewide policy 
requiring that a student attending a persistently dangerous public elementary school or secondary school, 
as determined by the State in consultation with a representative sample of local educational agencies, or 
who becomes a victim of a violent criminal offense as determined by State law, while in or on the grounds 
of a public elementary school or secondary school that the student attends, be allowed to attend a safe 
public elementary school or secondary school within the local educational agency, including a public 
charter school.” 
 
This first reading item proposes updates to the policy to replace language from No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB) with updated language from ESSA.   
 
There have been no changes since first reading. 
 
 
The Fiscal Analysis Impact: 
 
T.C.A. § 49-1-212 requires that the Department prepare a fiscal analysis of any policy, rule, or regulation 
proposed to the State Board of Education. This item has no financial impact on an LEA. 
 
 
The Recommendation: 
 
The Department of Education recommends approval of this item on final reading. The SBE staff concurs 
with this recommendation.  
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