TENNESSEE

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

2025 Legislative Report

Nathan R. James

Dep. Executive Director For Legislative & External Affairs



Who Are We to the Legislature?

= Truth Tellers with Institutional Memory.
= We strive to give accurate information and are well respected for our integrity for better or worse.
= When we make mistakes, we correct the record and take full responsibility.

= Trusted Partners and Advisors.

= Since we are not part of the administration, we can work with members on their vision for education
and help them to avoid pitfalls and unintended consequences.

= We work to understand their individual constituencies and the challenges unique to their areas
through frequent contact when we are not needy.

= Legislative in-district visits.
= Participation in our Day in The District events for SBE Members.
= Willingness to meet with local stakeholder groups in their districts.
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What Does it Mean to Be a Partner?

= Straightforward analysis about the consequences of legislation.

= Willingness to work on creative solutions that don’t always go with the “educrat”
way of looking at things.

= Independence in approach and method.

= Guided by what is best for students in an ever-changing education and career prep
world.

= Following through.

= Understanding that political realities will drive policies so its better to have
competence in these areas to help steer the educational enterprise responsibly.




Themes of the 2025 Session

= Fiscal Constraint and Revenue Collection

= Education Freedom Scholarships

= Changing Environment




2025 Legislative Session By the
Numbers

= There were some 1470 + total bills introduced with 280 passing.

= There were at least 283 education bills and resolutions filed, with roughly 100
K-12 bills that passed including sunset bills etc.

= Including bills introduced last year the General Assembly took action on 1990 bills
this year.




Education Freedom Act of 2025

= PC 7 of the First Extraordinary Session By Sen. Johnson and Rep. Lamberth

= This legislation creates 20,000 education freedom scholarships or vouchers for
the 2025-2026 school year. Specifies that 10,000 of those scholarships are to be
awarded to eligible students who meet certain criteria, which includes a student
whose annual household income does not exceed 300 percent of the amount
required for the student to qualify for free or reduced-price lunch. 38,000
applicants Enacted 2/12/2025.




2025 SBE Legislative Priorities
Made Law

= PC 376 By Sen. White and Rep. Cepicky

= This legislation expands the state board's power to subpoena the appearance of persons or the
production of items the chair of the state board, or the chair's designee, considers material or relevant
to an accountability hearing for a local education agency operating a public school, or a public charter
school, receiving a "D" or "F" letter grade. Effective 5/5/25.




New Member Confirmations

= SR 16 By Lt. Gov. McNally

= This resolution confirmed the appointment of the Hon. Marsha Johnson of
Montgomery County to the State Board of Education representing the 7th
Congressional District. Adopted by a vote of 32-0-0 in the senate on March
17th. 2025.

= HR 9 By Speaker Sexton

= This resolution confirmed the appointment of the Hon. Ina Maxwell Ph.D. of
Cumberland County to the State Board of Education representing the 6t
Congressional District. Adopted by a vote of 95-0-0 in the house on March 10t
2025.




2025 SBE Related Legislation

= PC 426 By Sen. Lowe and Rep. Cochran

= This legislation creates an advisory committee on innovations in K-12 education that consists of (i) four
members of the senate appointed by the speaker of the senate; (ii) four members of the house of
representatives appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives; (iii) one representative of
the state board of education appointed by the governor; and (iv) one representative of the department
of education appointed by the governor. Effective 4/22/25.

= SB 1083 By Sen. Johnson and Rep. Maberry

= The "Dismantle DEI Act," prohibits local governments and public institutions of higher education from
basing hiring decisions on any metrics that consider an applicant's race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, age, or disability, or hiring a particular candidate in order to achieve any goals to increase
diversity, equity, or inclusion in the workplace. Signed by Governor on 5/21/25 but not assigned a
public chapter as of 5/22/25.
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2025 SBE Related Legislation

= PC 164 By Sen. Massey and Rep. Stinnett

= This legislation mandates that education on safe haven laws be included in the curriculum for grades
9-12. Requires the state board of education to develop guidelines for safe haven law instruction. It

further directs the Department of Education to distribute these guidelines to each LEA that serves
students in grades 9-12. This would begin in the 2026-2027 school year.

= PC 224 By Sen. Bowling and Rep. Bulso

This act requires the inclusion of age-appropriate instruction on the positive personal and societal

outcomes of completing the following in sequential order: 1. Obtaining a high school diploma or
equivalency credential.

Entering the workforce or pursuing a postsecondary degree or credential.
= Entering into marriage.
= Having children.. This would begin in the 2026-2027 school year.

= PC 328 By Sen. Johnson and Rep. Lamberth
= Educator Licensure Requirements Revision. Effective date(s) 05/02/2025, 07/01/2025.
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Education Legislation

= PC 235 By Sen. Johnson and Rep. Lamberth

= This administration bill made adjustments to performance goals and measures, education funding
adjustments, added some instructional flexibilities, made grant program and tutoring changes

updated some reporting requirements and made revisions to parental leave. Effective date(s)
04/23/2025.

= PC 347 By Sen. Haile and Rep. Faison

= This act made revisions to the family's rights and responsibilities act of 2024. This took care of some

concerns related to the administration of non-emergency first aid, and shielded people administering
it from civil liability. Effective date(s) 7/1/2025
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Education Legislation

= PC 458 by Sen. Johnson and Rep. Maberry

= This legislation prevents any state government department, agency, or unit, or any political subdivision
(county, municipal, metropolitan government), or any public institution of higher education from
maintaining or authorizing offices or departments that promote or require discriminatory preferences
to increase diversity, equity, or inclusion. Effective date 05/09/2025.

= PC 315 by Sen. Powers and Rep. Hurt

= This act made clear fire drills are conducted at least once every 60 school days rather than calendar
days. It also clarifies that local ordinances do not trump state [aw governing this matter. Effective
4/15/25.

= SB 476 by Sen. Bowling and Rep. Davis

= Prohibits food or beverage items containing Allura Red 40 from being sold, offered for sale, or
provided to students on school property through the school nutrition program managed by the LEA or
an authorized third party. Ban would take effect in the 2027-28 school year.

= PC 103 By Sen. Haile and Rep. Alexander

= This requires each local board of education and public charter school governing body to adopt and
* implement a wireless communication device policy starting with the 2025-2026 school year and each

year thereafter.. Effective 7/01/25.




ASD Closure / Priority Schools

= PC464 Dby Sen.Johnson and Rep. Lamberth

= This legislation requires the Department of Education to implement a transition plan to
close the ASD. Schools assigned to the ASD will be released before the start of the 2026-
2027 school year. The Commissioner must waive timelines for the public charter school
application process (including the letter of intent) upon request, allowing ASD charter
school sponsors to apply directly to the LEA to make their transitions to charter.

= |t requires the commissioner to notify a school and its LEA by October 1 of the year prior if
the school ranks among the bottom 10%

= The legislation further requires comprehensive support and improvement plans.
= Effective date(s) 05/09/2025, 07/01/2025.
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Safety Related Legislation

= SB1296 By Sen. Johnson and Rep. White

= This act makes threats of mass violence a class E felony if the threat causes another person to
reasonably expect the act will be committed. This becomes a class D felony if the person has taken
significant action toward bringing their threat to fruition. While it has been signed by the Governor it
has not been assigned a public chapter as of 5/22/25.

= PC 215 by Sen. Powers and Speaker Sexton

= Requires LEAs that report threats of violence or significantly disruptive behavior to state or local law
enforcement to also notify parents/guardians within 48 hours. Each local board of education must
report at each quarterly meeting. Effective date(s) 04/15/2025.

= PC 244 by Sen. Bailey and Rep. Williams

= This act made revisions to requirements surrounding student locker and vehicle searches. Effective
date(s) 04/24/2025, 07/01/2025. (No rulemaking)
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More Legislation of Interest

= PC 385 by Sen. Hensley and Rep. Haston

= This act requires LEAs to allow Pre-Kindergarten teachers to use results from a
SBE approved universal reading screener as an approved alternative student
growth model. It can serve as an alternative to the Pre-Kindergarten portfolio
growth model to generate individual growth scores. Effective date 07/01/2025.

= PC 306 by Sen. Hensley and Rep. Cepicky

= This legislation requires 40 minutes of physical activity per school day for
elementary students and 90 minutes per week for middle and high school
students. This does not include Walkin§ between classes or physical education
class and must include unstructured play time where a student does not have

access to electronic devices. This act also codifies SBE policy which specifies that a
student shall not be withheld from participating in physical activity as a form of
punishment. Effective 5/9/24.




Questions?

= A complete list of all education legislation will be sent to members in the coming
weeks.
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