
 

Office of Capital Projects 
 
Designer Recommendation 
 
Date:  December 9, 2019 
  
Project: Arena Renovations and Systems Improvements 
  UT Knoxville 
  SBC 540/009-07-2017 
 
Category: Standard 
Total Budget: $12,700,000 
MACC:  $9,650,000 
Designer Fee: $723,602 
 
Project Approved: July 13, 2017 by SBC 
 

This project includes renovations to dressing rooms, meeting rooms, media center, building 
systems, and security.  Also included are replacement of interior door hardware and exterior 
doors, and additional space for concession sales.  

 
1. Studio Four Design, Inc. 

 
Studio Four Design, Inc. (Studio Four) has relevant design experience with 
Thompson Boling Arena and other UT Knoxville sports facilities.  Their work on the 
Arena includes renovations of seating, concession areas, offices, locker rooms, and 
restrooms.  Studio Four has also worked on Neyland Stadium Improvements, Pat 
Summitt Plaza, and the UTK Indoor Volleyball Practice Facility.  Studio Four’s 
consultants will be Ross Bryan Associates (Structural), I.C. Thomasson 
(Mechanical, Plumbing, Fire Protection), and Vreeland Engineers (Electrical).  
Studio Four is located in Knoxville. 
 

2. Cope Associates, Inc. 
 

Cope Associates, Inc. (Cope) has experience in working on UTK athletic facilities, 
including the Haslam Field Expansion that included a new mechanical room and 
renovations and additions to the north end of the athletic training facility.  Additional 
UTK experience includes the Anderson Training Facility and Neyland-Thompson 
Sports Center Renovations.  Cope’s experience also includes electrical and 
mechanical upgrades to the TWRA Central Office in Nashville and elevator 
replacement at the Tennessee State University Hale Dorm.  Cope’s consultants will 
be Haines Structural Group (Structural), Engineering Services Group (MEP), 
Lauderdale Design Group (Interior), and Dennis Ford Food Service Consulting 
(Food Service).  Cope is located in Knoxville.  
 

3. MBI Companies Inc. 
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MBI Companies Inc. (MBI) has relevant design experience on higher education 
athletic facilities.  The Lawson Center at UTC is a basketball athletic training facility 
that includes a training court, meeting rooms, coaches’ offices, dressing rooms, 
lockers, and showers.  Other projects of similar scope include Union College 
Athletic Facility Improvements, Chattanooga Christian School Athletic Training 
Facility, and a programming and conceptual design for a new Intramural Sports and 
Activities Building for TTU.  MBI is a multi-discipline firm, and all consulting will be 
done in-house, except for consulting with The Sextant Group 
(Communications/Data).  MBI is located in Knoxville. 
   
A total of 3 firms submitted qualifications for this project. 
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Designer Evaluation Summary 

 

RANKING FIRM NAME 

1) Kline Swinney Associates – Submittal showcased firm’s experience working on roofing 

projects; proposed project team is very well qualified and has significant experience working 

with building envelopes and exteriors; project approach indicated firm’s due diligence and 

documentation of existing roofs and field verification. 

2) Evans Taylor Foster Childress Architects,P.C. – Both firm and proposed project team are 

very well qualified and have relatable past project experience; firm’s location in Memphis is in 

close proximity to project location; proposed approach is sensitive to needs of project budget, 

compliance, and quality. 

3) Clark + Associates, Architects – Firm’s and team are well qualified on similar scope projects; 

firm is located near project location; proposed approach is specific and provides a clear 

understanding of project approach. 

 
Firms submitting Letters of Interest: 

FIRM NAME LOCATION 

American Structurepoint, Inc.  Nashville, TN 

ARTIFICE, LLC Nashville, TN 

Clark + Associates, Architects Memphis, TN 

Evans Taylor Foster Childress Architects, P.C. Memphis, TN 

Fisher and Arnold, Inc.  Memphis, TN 

Hurst-Rosche, Inc.  Nashville, TN 

Johnson + Associates Architects  Inc.  Goodlettsville, TN 

Kline Swinney Associates Nashville, TN 

ProjX, LLC Nashville, TN 

 

Project: Roof Replacements - West Tennessee, Various Facilities 

Agency: Environment and Conservation 

Category: Minor 

SBC Project No.: 126/000-02-2019 

Project Approval Date: 10/10/2019 Approver: SBC 

Total Project Budget: $ 2,720,000.00 

MACC (Maximum 

Allowable Construction 

Cost): 

$2,277,495.00 

Designer Fee: $191,342.00 

Project Description: 
Replace roofs in two State Parks in the West Tennessee region and all required 

related work. 
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