
Capital Projects & Planning 220 W. 10th Street, Room 116, Cookeville TN 38505 (931) 372-3524

Designer Recommendation

Project: 364/011-03-2026 / Utility Infrastructure Upgrades Phase 1 / 2026-07-15
Campus/Agency: TTU
Category: Standard
SBC Project No.: 364/011-03-2026
Project Approved By: SBC
Project Approved: 2026-08-13
Total Project Budget: $2,520,000
Maximum Allowable
Construction Cost (MACC): $2,222,000
Designer Fee: $187,070
Project Description: Rerouting of distribution lines, replacement and repair of utilities, campus wide including, but not limited to, underground steam, steam

condensate, chilled water, domestic water, irrigation, backflow preventers, sanitary sewer, storm sewer, Telecom/ITS fiber optic and
copper, gas, electric, manholes and valve pits, and all related work. The intent is for this to be the first phase of a multi-phase project.

RANKING FIRM NAME

1) FACILITY SYSTEMS CONSULTANTS, LLC  - Firm has strong, directly relevant utility infrastructure experience, including multiple steam
line projects and work at Tennessee state universities. Firm demonstrates understanding of congested utilities, occupied campuses,
pedestrian areas, and existing distribution systems. The proposed team of Mechanical and Electrical Engineers have direct utility
infrastructure experience. Consultant support includes Civil, Structural, Landscape Architecture, and Asbestos disciplines, appropriate for
a large infrastructure project. Firm indicates strong focus on complex utility infrastructure and project management techniques designed
to improve the owner experience. Overall, highly relevant experience, a well-rounded team, and a clear understanding of the project’s
scope and campus-specific challenges.

2) I. C. THOMASSON ASSOCIATES, INC.  - Firm has utility infrastructure experience, with three of five projects directly comparable; two
are primarily building-related. The team proposed has a strong familiarity with TTU’s campus and steam distribution system, though
infrastructure experience is not detailed. Consultant support includes two Civil Engineers, but no Structural Engineer or Landscape
Architect. Overall firm has relevant utility experience and strong TTU campus knowledge, but less emphasis on maintaining campus
operations and a less diverse consultant team.

All firms that submitted qualifications:
FIRM NAME LOCATION

FACILITY SYSTEMS CONSULTANTS, LLC KNOXVILLE
I. C. THOMASSON ASSOCIATES, INC. Nashville
CMTA, INC. BRENTWOOD
MAFFETT LOFTIS ENGINEERING, LLC COOKEVILLE
ORCHARD HILTZ & MCCLIMENT INC. NASHVILLE
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Project: 369/005-xx-2026 / Student Life Village / 2026-07-10
Campus/Agency: East Tennessee State University
Category: Major
SBC Project No.: 166/005-xx-2026
Project Approved By: SBC
Project Approved: 2026-08-13
Total Project Budget: $30,500,000
Maximum Allowable
Construction Cost (MACC): $26,950,000
Designer Fee:
Project Description:

$1,611,531.00
This project will construct a new 11,015 GSF in a student life multi-use building with an additional 35,200 GSF distributed across four 
additional new buildings to provide multiple large meeting spaces for student organizations. The site is ideally located adjacent to ETSU’s 
Buc Ridge apartment-style housing complex. This location is in alignment with our campus master plan. In addition associated site work 
will create large open green space to support outdoor student life activities and events.

RANKING FIRM NAME

1) BARBERMCMURRY ARCHITECTS LLC  - BarberMcMurry Architects submitted the strongest overall qualifications for this project with
an experienced project team and an impressive portfolio of comparable student life, student union, and higher education projects. The
team demonstrated extensive experience with both ETSU and Tennessee public higher education projects and presented a well-rounded
consultant team with strong expertise in all required disciplines. The evaluators noted the firm's relevant project experience, exceptional
team, and proven ability to successfully deliver projects of similar scope and complexity.

2) MCCARTY HOLSAPLE MCCARTY ARCHITECTS, INC.  - McCarty Holsaple McCarty Architects submitted a strong qualifications package
highlighting extensive experience in the planning and design of student unions, campus gathering spaces, and higher education facilities
throughout Tennessee. The team demonstrated a solid understanding of State Building Commission requirements and CM/GC project
delivery, along with a highly qualified consultant team. Their experience with complex higher education projects and collaborative
project approach made them a strong candidate for this project.

3) CLARK NEXSEN, INC.  - Clark Nexsen submitted a strong qualifications package with numerous examples of similar higher education
and student life projects. The team demonstrated significant experience with ETSU, including previous campus planning efforts and the
Student Life Village feasibility study, providing valuable familiarity with the campus and project goals. The evaluators recognized the
firm's experienced project team and relevant project experience, making Clark Nexsen a qualified choice for this project.

All firms that submitted qualifications:
FIRM NAME LOCATION

BARBERMCMURRY ARCHITECTS LLC Knoxville
MCCARTY HOLSAPLE MCCARTY ARCHITECTS, INC. Knoxville
CLARK NEXSEN, INC. VIRGINIA BEACH
CAIN RASH WEST ARCHITECTS Kingsport
M. ARTHUR GENSLER, JR. & ASSOCIATES, INC. San Francisco
MBI COMPANIES, INC. Knoxville
THOMPSON & LITTON, INC. Wise
WOLD ARCHITECTS INCORPORATED Brentwood

Office of Administration & Facilities Development 1 Bridgestone Park, Third Floor Nashville, TN 37214 (615) 366-4431 FAX (615 365-1512
Designer Recommendation
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Compiled Scores-All Evaluators

East Tennessee State University
Student Life Village SBC 166/005-xx-2026
Overall Evaluation & Ranking

1 2 3 Median Rank
Design Firm

BARBERMCMURRY ARCHITECTS LLC 96.50        99.00        92.00        96.50 1

CLARK NEXSEN, INC. 90.00        92.00        90.00        90.00 3

CRW - CAIN RASH WEST ARCHITECTS 86.00        86.00        84.00        86.00 4

M. ARTHUR GENSLER, JR. & ASSOCIATES, INC. 79.50        82.00        80.00        80.00 5

MBI COMPANIES, INC. 77.50        80.00        78.00        78.00 7

MCCARTY HOLSAPLE MCCARTY ARCHITECTS, INC. 93.00        93.00        88.00        93.00 2

THOMPSON & LITTON, INC. 76.50        85.00        77.00        77.00 8

WOLD ARCHITECTS INCORPORATED 78.00        81.00        79.00        79.00 6

Median 82.8              85.5              82.0              83.0                    
Average 84.6              87.3              83.5              84.9                    

High 96.5              99.0              92.0              96.5                    
Low 76.5              80.0              77.0              77.0                    

Difference 20.0              19.0              15.0              19.5                    

Qualifications & Experience
Evaluator

RFQ Matrix - Student Life Village - SBC 166-005-xx-2026     
8/14/2026 Page 1 of 7



Individual Scores1

Question A.1 A.2 A.3 A.4 A.5 A B.1 B.2a B.2b B.3 B.4 B C.1 C.2a C.2b C.3 C.4 C

Point Value Pass/Fail 10.0       10.0       10.0       50.0                10.0       10.0        5.0          50.0             100.0       
Proposer

1 BARBERMCMURRY ARCHITECTS LLC Pass 9.5         10.0       9.5         48.5                9.5         9.5         5.0         48.0             96.5         

2 CLARK NEXSEN, INC. Pass 9.0         9.0         8.5         45.5                9.0         8.5         5.0         44.5             90.0         

3 CRW - CAIN RASH WEST ARCHITECTS Pass 9.0         8.5         8.0         44.0                9.0         8.0         5.0         42.0             86.0         

4 M. ARTHUR GENSLER, JR. & ASSOCIATES, INC. Pass 8.5         7.0         7.0         40.5                9.0         7.0         5.0         39.0             79.5         

5 MBI COMPANIES, INC. Pass 8.0         7.5         7.0         38.5                8.0         8.0         5.0         39.0             77.5         

6 MCCARTY HOLSAPLE MCCARTY ARCHITECTS, INC. Pass 9.0         10.0       9.0         47.0                9.0         9.0         5.0         46.0             93.0         

7 THOMPSON & LITTON, INC. Pass 8.5         7.0         7.0         38.5                8.0         7.0         5.0         38.0             76.5         

8 WOLD ARCHITECTS INCORPORATED Pass 8.5         7.0         7.0         39.0                9.0         7.0         5.0         39.0             78.0         
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16.5                                  18.0                                     

16.0                                  

24.0                                     

22.0                                     

20.0                                     

18.0                                     

18.0                                     

23.0                                     

18.0                                     

19.0                                  

18.5                                  

18.0                                  

16.0                                  

19.0                                  

19.5                                  

East Tennessee State University

RFQ Score Sheet for Evaluator No. 1

Total
Design Firm Information

Maximum B.2:  20 points

Qualifications and Experience

Maximum C.2:  25 points

Technical Services

Student Life Village SBC 166/005-xx-2026

RFQ Matrix - Student Life Village - SBC 166-005-xx-2026     
8/14/2026 Page 2 of 7
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Allen & Hoshall Anecdote
Barber 

McMurray
BHDG Chambless King CTI Engineers Curb Studio MBI Companies McGill Assoc. Reedy & Sykes Sanders Pace

Thompson  & 
Litton

Tinker Ma

DRFQ Coordinator Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass

Evaluator 1 45.00 40.00 50.00 45.00 52.00 53.00 47.00 40.00 45.00 52.00 59.00 52.00 54.00
Evaluator 2 30.00 30.00 40.00 30.00 30.00 55.00 40.00 45.00 45.00 58.00 40.00 40.00 30.00
Evaluator 3 30.00 25.00 25.00 25.00 10.00 55.00 20.00 40.00 30.00 50.00 45.00 30.00 40.00

Respondent Average 35.00 31.67 38.33 33.33 30.67 54.33 35.67 41.67 40.00 53.33 48.00 40.67 41.33

Evaluator 1 38.00 30.00 32.00 32.00 39.00 40.00 35.00 40.00 35.00 30.00 33.00 33.00 40.00
Evaluator 2 30.00 30.00 30.00 30.00 30.00 35.00 30.00 30.00 30.00 35.00 30.00 30.00 30.00
Evaluator 3 25.00 15.00 20.00 20.00 10.00 35.00 10.00 30.00 30.00 35.00 35.00 35.00 25.00

Respondent Average 31.00 25.00 27.33 27.33 26.33 36.67 25.00 33.33 31.67 33.33 32.67 32.67 31.67

Total Response Evaluation 
Score

66.00 56.67 65.67 60.67 57.00 91.00 60.67 75.00 71.67 86.67 80.67 73.33 73.00

Ranking 8 13 9 10 12 1 11 4 7 2 3 5 6

 (maximum =  40)

(Pass/Fail)

Designer Request for Qualifications
SBC Project No. 126/034-02-2026

David Crockett Birthplace State Park Reconstrucion Phase 1

Section A - Design Firm Information

Section C -Technical Services

Section B - Qualifications & Experience
 (maximum = 60)

Revised: 2022.12.20
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