	Tennessee Opioid Abatement Council - Community Advocacy Panel

	Date
	February 3, 2026

	Time
	4 PM to 6 PM ET/ 3PM – 5PM CT

	Location
	100% Virtual

	
Panel Members in Attendance: Betty Mason (Panel Chair), Patti van Eys (Panel Co-Chair), Cassidy Newman, Paige Brown, Jennifer Jones, Michael Schrock, Paula Hopper, Nicole Ogle, Dottie Green, Chuck Jones, Arsania Wright, Misty Phy, Feylyn Lewis, Melinda Turner

Panel Members Not in Attendance: All Panel members were present. 

OAC Office Staff in Attendance: Daivd Lewis, Sam Boukli, Nathan Payne, Mary Shelton, Shawn Smith, Sophia Massey, Marie Rucker Magras 

OAC Council Members in Attendance: Stephen Loyd, Ken Moore


Additionally, various Members of the public joined the meeting. 


	Presenter
	Topic
	Discussion

	B. Mason 
P. van Eys 
	Welcome and Introductions 
	B. Mason called meeting to order 

P. van Eys introduced Misty Phy as secretary and sought volunteer for co-secretary. 

Jennifer Jones volunteered as a co-secretary.

No opposition from fellow panel members. 

	M. Shelton 
	Remarks from OAC Office Executive Director 
	M. Shelton congratulated panel members and expressed gratitude for their willingness to volunteer their time and insight into their lived experience. In addition to this, she also offered an overview of the panel’s development and how their input could be considered by the council. 


	N. Payne
	Welcome from OAC Office Program Director 
	N. Payne expressed gratitude for being involved in the formation of the Community Advocacy Panel, shared lived experience and communicated that he would be point of contact between OAC Office and the Panel. 

	S. Loyd
	Remarks from OAC Chair 
	Dr. Loyd expressed his gratitude to those who have volunteered their time and expertise to the Panel. Expressed a strong belief in the utilization of lived experience to build pathways and systems that work in favor of individuals seeking recovery. 


	P. van Eys, Panel Members
	Introductions and “Why” 
	All Panel members provided brief introductions including their name, job title, and region that they serve. 

Additionally, each panel member shared their “why” for being involved with this work. 


	B. Mason  
	Vison Statement 
	With Discussion led by B. Mason, the panel approved the following vision statement. 

“The Community Advocacy Panel aspires to elevate the voices of individuals and communities affected by the opioid epidemic, ensuring that the use of opioid settlement funds is guided by lived and living experience, community needs, a commitment to individualized and effective care, accessibility, equity, and accountability.”


	N. Payne
	Review Ethics and Panel Expectations 
	Nathan reviewed the Panel Member Expectations document and discussed importance of all Panel members to be aware of their ethical obligation to the public.  


	B. Mason  
	Upcoming Meetings 
	B. Mason reviewed the dates for upcoming Council meetings and sought volunteers from Panel to attend either virtually or in-person 

The following panel members volunteered. 
· March 5, 2026, Oakridge: Nicole Ogle
· June 2, 2026, West TN: Paula Hopper
· September 3, 2026, Virtual: Feylyn Lewis
· December 1, 2026, Knoxville: Nicole Ogle


	B. Mason 
P. van Eys 
	Closing 
	B. Mason provides summary of key takeaways and reminder of next meeting. 

B. Mason and P. van Eys moved to close the meeting. Meeting adjourned. 
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