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Subject: Transparency Policy    
Policy Number: OFF-25-004
Effective Date: 3/3/2025
Entity Responsible: Opioid Abatement Council  
Last Review or Revision: 3/3/2025
Approved by: Mary Shelton and Dr. Stephen Lloyd
Purpose  
The Opioid Abatement Council’s website is the main communication tool with the public. The Opioid Abatement Council (OAC) Office manages the website so that the public is informed of all relevant information and data.
Policy
This policy is designed to ensure all information posted to the OAC website is relevant and current.
Definitions
3.1	OAC Office- Refers to the staff of the Opioid Abatement Council that administers the Council.
3.2	The Council- Refers to the council established by the Tennessee General Assembly pursuant to Public Chapter 491 responsible for disbursing settlement dollars received from lawsuits related to the opioid crisis.
3.3	Executive Director- Refers to the Executive Director of the Opioid Abatement Council confirmed by the Council.
3.4	Deputy Director- Refers to the Deputy Director of the Opioid Abatement Council Office. 
3.5	TDMHSAS- Refers to the Tennessee Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services.
3.6	Community Funding- Refers to the sixty-five percent (65%) from the opioid abatement fund required by law to be disbursed for statewide, regional, or local opioid abatement and remediation purposes pursuant to T.C.A. §33-11-105.
3.7	County Funding- Refers to the thirty-five percent (35%) from the opioid abatement fund required by law to be disbursed to counties that join the settlement pursuant to T.C.A. § 33-11-103.
3.8	Community Grants Portal- Refers to the OAC Office’s SmartSimple web application used for receiving and managing OAC Community Grant applications.

Procedures
4.1	OAC Website Management
4.1.1	All information posted to the OAC website must first be approved by the OAC Executive Director or the OAC Deputy Director.
4.1.2	The OAC Executive Administrative Assistant, in consultation with the TDMHSAS Director of the Office of Communication, will manage the OAC’s official website and serve as the point of contact for posting information on the website. 
4.1.3	The website is updated as new information is ready to be shared with the general public.  The shared information is created by the OAC Office staff. 
4.1.4	The OAC Office, led by the OAC Executive Administrative Assistant, will complete a twice a year review of all information on the website.
4.1.5	The OAC Office will create new pages when there is new content the OAC Office wishes to share with the public.

4.2	Community Funding 
4.2.1	The OAC Website shall have a page dedicated to Community Funding which will be updated with information, activities, announcements of funding, etc.   
4.2.2	The OAC Office will announce when Community Grant Funding opportunities are available to the public via the OAC Website.  When the Community Grant Funding opportunities are  open to the public, the Opioid Abatement Council Office will post documents and videos to assist the public in applying for funding.   These may include:
4.2.2.1	step-by-step instruction sheet for the Community Grants Portal.  
4.2.2.2	recorded videos demonstrating the functions of the Portal.
4.2.2.3	Announcement of Funding link and the schedule of events.
4.2.2.4	Responses based on frequently asked questions received from potential proposers as requested in the Announcement of Funding.
4.2.2.5	helpful hints from the people who scored the Community Grants.
4.2.3	The Opioid Abatement Council Office will provide links to list of community grant awardees and applications and average scores. 
4.2.4	The Opioid Abatement Council Office will post a breakdown of funding amounts by remediation strategy.
4.2.5	The Office will post spending by community grant awardees.

4.3	County Funding 
4.3.1	The OAC Website shall have a page dedicated to County Funding which will be updated with information, activities, and resources, etc.
4.3.2	The Opioid Abatement Council Office will post a breakdown of county annual payments. 
4.3.3	The Opioid Abatement Council Office will post county semiannual reports.
4.4 	About Us  
4.4.1	The OAC website shall have a page titled “About Us” dedicated to the history of the Opioid Abatement Council and the disbursement directives. This page shall include, but is not limited to: 
4.4.2	The OAC Council Members and their biography information.
4.4.3	The  OAC Executive Leadership team, their contact information, and their biographies.  
4.4.4	The OAC Office is responsible for updating the “About Us” page whenever applicable.



4.5	Meetings
4.5.1	The OAC website shall have a page dedicated to the Council meetings which will provide the following: 
4.5.2	Notices of upcoming Council and Town Hall meetings.
4.5.3	The Agenda for the OAC meetings will be posted in accordance with the Open Meetings Act
4.5.4	The notice will include, but is not limited to, the meeting date, time, place, agenda items, instructions for attending the meeting in person or accessing the meeting electronically, and any other necessary information in accordance with state law.
4.5.5	The OAC Office is responsible for updating the “Meetings” page whenever applicable.

4.6	Reports and Resources
4.6.1	This page will be updated with the Annual OAC Report.
4.6.2	A link to the Approved Remediation List is included on this page.

4.7	OAC Policies
4.7.1	The OAC Website shall have a page dedicated to policies of the Council.  This  page will be updated with the policies approved by the Opioid Abatement Council. 

4.8	Community Advocacy Panel
The OAC Website shall have a page dedicated to the Community Advocacy Panel.  This page will be updated with information regarding the Community Advocacy Panel.

4.9	Contact Us
4.9.1	The OAC Website shall have a page which contains email addresses for the OAC Office staff as well as the TDMHSAS Director of the Office of Communication.
4.9.2	This page will also contain a contact form which shall be completed  in order to be added to the newsletter mailing list.

4.10	Connect to Help
4.10.1	The OAC Website contains links to Tennessee REDLINE, 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline and Lifeline Peer Recovery Project and shall be updated whenever applicable. 

4.11	Council Quick Links
4.11.1	The OAC Website contains links to the Approved Remediation Activity List, County Direct Payment Amounts, Attorney General Opioid Settlement Info and the Current FY Annual Report.	

4.12	Get Involved
4.12.1	The OAC Website contains links to Our Next Meeting, Contact the Council, Learn How to Reverse and Overdose, Save a Life and Join Your Local Prevention Coalition.

4.13	TDMHSAS Resources
4.13.1	The OAC Website contains links to Substance Use Treatment, Learn More About Medication Assisted Treatment and Recovery Housing Resources
Authority
T.C.A. §§ 33-11-101 et seq
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