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Tullahoma’s 1-107th Airfield Operations Battalion Returns from Africa 
 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Nearly 35 Soldiers from the Tennessee National Guard’s 1-107th 
Airfield Operations Battalion, headquartered in Tullahoma, returned home June 24-26, after a 
successful 10-month deployment to the Horn of Africa.   
 
The Soldiers flew into various airports throughout Tennessee over the weekend and were greeted 
by fellow Soldiers, family, and friends. The unit has been out-processing at Fort Hood, Texas, 
since June 20, when they flew back to the United States.  
 
“Our team has worked extremely hard since leaving Tennessee last August,” said Lt. Col. Mark 
Jordan, commander of the 1-107th. “These Soldiers represented our battalion and the Tennessee 
National Guard exceptionally well, positively impacting the mission for years to come.”  
 
The 107th deployed to the Horn of Africa in August 2021, and conducted airfield operations in 
Djibouti, Somalia, and Kenya. The Tennesseans provided tactical air traffic control and airfield 
management to various airfields throughout East Africa in support of Combined Joint Task Force 
– Horn of Africa, continuously maintained critical runways, and de-conflicted with host nation 
aviation authorities. 
 
During a transfer of authority ceremony on June 15, Maj. Gen. Jami Shawley, the commander of 
CJTF-HOA, told the unit, “Wherever you went the airfields became sturdier, air traffic control 
operations more streamlined and, yes, the wildlife a bit more manageable. You successfully 
conducted over 12,500 aircraft movements and throughput over 2,400 passengers without 
incident.” 
 
Throughout their deployment, the Tennesseans also established an air traffic control tower and 
radar team in Kenya and installed and utilized high frequency radio communications between 
Manda Bay, Kenya, and the U.S. Army headquarters in Djibouti, which are over 950 miles apart. 
The 107th safety officers also trained over 800 Soldiers and contractors on accident response and 
airfield operations. 
 
“I love these Soldiers, and I am very proud of their accomplishments and dedicated service,” said 
Jordan. “Now it's time to catch our breath and enjoy some much-deserved family time.” 
 

- (30) - 
 



 
 

 
 

Joint Public Affairs Office • Houston Barracks • 3041 Sidco Drive • Nashville, TN 37204-1502 

Tel: 615-313-0633 • Fax: 615-313-3129 • tn.gov/military 

 

 
 

 
Lt. Col. Mark C. Jordan, commander of the 1-107th Aviation Regiment, Airfield Operations 
Battalion, displays his unit colors during a transfer of authority ceremony at Camp Lemonnier, 
Djibouti, Oct. 15, 2021. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Dwane R. Young) 
 
 
 

 
 

All Tennessee Army and Air National Guard press releases can be found at 
https://www.tn.gov/military/news.html 
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